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T. J. Keville                                                310-660-3593 ext.  4379     
El Camino College            tkeville@elcamino.edu 
Spring 2017        
History 101, United States History to 1877 
Section 2324, WF 1:00 to 2:25pm, SOCS 122 
 
 
Course Overview:  To fully understand the United States and its culture today an 
appreciation of the past is essential.  This course will begin with the interaction of 
indigenous, European, and African peoples beginning in the sixteenth century and 
continuing to the late nineteenth century.  This span of time will include the initial 
peopling of the Americas, European colonization, the beginning and expansion of 
chattel slavery, the war for independence, the establishment of a new nation, 
economic development, rising sectionalism over slavery, and the Civil War and 
Reconstruction 
 
Required Text:  David Emory Shi and George Brown Tindall, America:  A Narrative 
History Brief 10th Edition Volume 1.  (Norton, 2016).  Referred to as “America.”  
Please note:  Primary sources will be assigned during class. 
 
 
History 101 (formerly History 1A) United States History to 1877   3units; 3 hours 
lecture recommended 
 
Preparation: eligibility for English 1A Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC* 
This course is a chronological survey of American history from the first Americans 
to 1877, focusing on American social, intellectual, political, economic, and 
diplomatic institutions.  Major topics in the course include colonization, slavery, the 
American Revolution, Native Americans, the Civil War and Reconstruction. *Note: 
The maximum UC credit allowed for students completing History 101 and 102 and 
History 110 and 111 and/or History 105 and 106 is one series. 
 

Course Objectives: 
 

1.   Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values and life styles of 
Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans in the early colonial period. 

2.   Assess the American colonial experience under English domination through 
the political, social, economic, and cultural forces that shaped its 
development. 

3.   Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of enslaved peoples 
during the colonial era; and explain why slavery became the dominant labor 
system in the southern colonies and how it impacted American social, 
political and economic systems.  

4. Compare and contrast the Spanish, French and British colonies in North 
America.  
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5. Analyze the major events and ideas that gave rise to the American Revolution 
against English rule and assess the outcome of the war.  

6. Identify the competing political philosophies in the early national period and 
explain how they impacted the creation of the Constitution and the 
expansion of democracy.  

7. Define the basic principles of American foreign policy from 1789 through the 
Civil War era, and explain how those principles were applied to American 
interactions with foreign nations, including Native Americans in the West.  

8. Evaluate the evolution of the institutions of family, school, workplace, and 
community from the colonial era through the Civil War period.  

9. Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century European 
immigration on American culture, society, politics, and the economy.  

10. Define the concept of Manifest Destiny and evaluate the process and 
consequences of westward expansion, including the impact of westward 
expansion on Native Americans and Mexicans.  

11. Identify the nineteenth century reform movements aimed at the eradication 
of social ills in American society and assess how they influenced racial 
relations, gender roles and the social hierarchy.  

12. Discuss the following issues in regards to the expansion of slavery in the 
nineteenth century: the evolving experiences and culture of enslaved 
peoples, the northern reaction to slavery, and the impact of slavery on 
southern economic and social systems.  

13. Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of the Civil War.  

14. Determine how political conflicts after the Civil War led to the creation of 
federal and State Reconstruction programs and assess the successes and 
failures of those programs. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
Upon completion of U.S. History to 1877, students will be able to develop and 
persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies 
and explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural themes or 
patterns in U.S. History to 1877 and apply appropriate historical methods to 
analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the 
thesis. 
 
ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational 
accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the 
student to the instructor.  A student with a disability who would like to request an 
academic accommodation is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the 
instructor and to the Special Resources Center.  To make arrangements for academic 
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accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 
  
Course Requirements:  Students are required to attend class (see important 
information), read the assigned material, and take three (3) examinations.  Each of 
the three exams will be worth a maximum of 100 points.  Several films will be 
shown throughout the semester.  Two of the films will require a written 2-page 
analysis.  Late submissions will not be accepted.  The papers will be worth a total 
of fifty points.    The following grade scale will be used:  A=315 to 350 points, B=280 
to 314 points, C=245 to 279 points, D=210 to 244 points, F=209 points and below. 
 
Important information:  Cheating will not be tolerated.  If you must withdraw 
from class, it is YOUR responsibility.  The instructor reserves the right to make 
changes to the syllabus.  Tree (3) absences will be allowed.  A 4th absence will 
result in the loss of one letter grade in the course.  A 5th absence will result in 
being dropped from the class. 
 
Course Outline, Reading Assignments, and Examination Dates 
 
I 2/15, 2/17  Introduction, A Clash of Cultures 
    Read 1 in America      
 
 
II 2/22, 2/24  Britain and Its Colonies 
    Read 2 in America      
 
 
III 3/1, 3/3  Early America, The Enlightenment and The Great  
    Awakening 
    Read 3 in America      
 
 
IV 3/8, 3/10  The English Colonies Mature and Break from England 
    Read 4 in America     
 
 
V 3/15, 3/17  The American Revolution and on 3/17 Exam #1   
    (chapters 1-5 in the text,50 multiple-choice   
    questions).  An 882-E Scantron form is required. 
    Read 5 in America      
     
VI 3/22, 3/24  Creating A New Nation 
    Read 6 in America      
 
VII 3/29, 3/31  The Jeffersonians in Power 
    Read 7 in America 
 



 4 

 
VIII 4/5, 4/7  The Dynamics of Growth, Immigration, Foreign Policy 
    Read 8 and 9 in America      
 
 
IX 4/12, 4/14  Spring Break       
      
 
X 4/19 ,4/21     Jacksonian America. 
    Read 10 in America       
     
 
XI 4/26, 4/28  4/28 Exam #2 (chapters 6-10 in text, 50 multiple- 
    choice questions).  Bring an appropriate Scantron  
                         
       
XII 5/3, 5/5  Southern Slavery, Religion, Romanticism, Reform  
    Read 11 and 12 in America    
  
 
XIII 5/10, 5/12  Manifest Destiny and The War with Mexico 

Read 13 in America 
 
 
XIV 5/17, 5/19  The Gathering Storm 
    Read 14 in America       
 
 
XV 5/24, 5/26  The Civil War  

Read 15 in America  
 
 
XVI 5/31, 6/2  Reconstruction 
    Read 16 in America 
 
 
XVII 6/7, 6/9  Exam #3 on 6/7, chapters 11- 17 in America 
    Bring an appropriate Scantron. 


