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Introduction to Women’s Studies 
WSTU-1-2990 

 
Instructor: Alli Lindner 

Spring 2017: M/W 9:30am-10:55am 
Classroom: ARTB 317 

Office hours by appointment 
Email: alindner@elcamino.edu 

 
Course description 
This interdisciplinary course introduces students to the field of women’s studies. The 
history of feminism, feminist thought, and women’s studies as an academic discipline 
will be examined and assessed. The social construction of sex, gender, and sexuality, 
the representation of women in American society, and the role of women in American 
institutions will be analyzed from theoretical perspectives of various academic 
disciplines. Feminist perspectives will be utilized to critically analyze race, ethnicity, 
social class, sexuality, and age as they correlate with sex and gender in American 
society.   
 
Course objectives 
1. Define key terms relevant to women's studies including sex, gender, feminism, and 
patriarchy. 
2. Describe and analyze the history of feminism and feminist thought as they relate to 
the development of women's studies as an academic discipline. 
3. Evaluate the social construction of sex, gender, and sexuality in American society. 
4. Analyze the representation of women in the American media. 
5. Assess historical changes in American institutions including the family, economy, 
politics, education, and religion as they relate to the role and status of women. 
6. Identify and evaluate various roles women currently play in the institutions of 
American society including the family, economy, politics, education, and religion. 
7. Critically analyze race, ethnicity, social class, sexuality, and age as they correlate 
with sex and gender in American society. 
8. Assess the future of feminism and the women's movement in the United States.  
 
Student Learning Outcomes:  
 

SLO#1 Representations of Women in American Media- Students will evaluate 
representations of women in American media by analyzing how women are depicted in 
various forms of media such as song lyrics or advertisements.  
SLO#2 Gender Inequality in Social Institutions- Students will analyze gender 
inequality in contemporary American social institutions.   
 

ADA Statement:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students 
with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a 
disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 
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identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make 
arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center.  
 

Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20H
onesty.pdf  
 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp  
 
Required Texts 
Lorde, Audre.  2006.  The Cancer Journals: Special Edition.  Aunt Lute Books. 
 

All other required readings will be posted as PDF documents on the MyECC Team Site 
for this class.  These can be accessed from your personal computer/tablet/etc. or the 
computers in the library.  Printed copies can be provide upon request. 
 
Class policies 

 Cell phones are not allowed in class.  If you are seen with your cell phone out 
during class, you will be asked to leave. 

 Bring a digital or printed copy of the reading to each class meeting.   

 Computers and tablets are allowed in class to take notes and look at the book.  
No cell phones. 

 You are expected to keep up with any announcements on the MyECC Team Site 
or e-mail.  Check the MyECC Team Site and your @elcamino.edu account 
regularly. 

 In this class it is expected that we will respect each other’s opinions and 
contributions to the classroom even when they challenge our own beliefs.  We 
will use language that is respectful of others (both present and not).  Anyone not 
in compliance with this policy will be asked to leave class. 

 
Email policy 

 Check the syllabus before asking a question via email. 

 I check email 9AM-5PM, Monday-Friday.  If you email me during those times I 
will reply within 24 hours. 

 If the issue you are emailing me about is too complex to address via email I will 
ask you to schedule an appointment to see me in person. 

 
Attendance and participation policy 

 You are allowed to miss 2 classes without any consequences.  If you miss 3 or 
more classes your class participation grade will be affected.   

 You are expected to participate in class discussions and/or activities each time 
you come to class by making comments or asking questions.  

 
Grading  
20% Participation 
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20% Quizzes (4 quizzes, 5% each) 
25% Childhood and gender observation paper (midterm) 
35% Key terms Wiki entry (final) 
 
Grading scale  
A = 100-89.5%, B = 89.4-79.5%, C = 79.4-69.5%, D = 69.4-59.5%, F = 59.4% and 
below 
 

Course schedule 
 
February 13 
Introductions and welcome 
 

Unit 1: Becoming 
What is feminism?  What is the history of feminism?  How do we become gendered?  
How is gender socially constructed?  
 
February 15: What is feminism? 
bell hooks, “Feminism: A Movement to End Sexist Oppression” 
 
February 20: NO CLASS 
Washington’s Day Holiday 
 
February 22: Early feminism (first wave feminism) 
In-class film screening: Iron Jawed Angels 
 
February 27: Early feminism (first wave feminism) continued 
In-class film screening: finish Iron Jawed Angels 
Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman?” 
 
March 1: Second wave feminism I 
Beauvoir, Introduction to The Second Sex 
 
March 6: Second wave feminism II 
Planned Parenthood, “Roe v. Wade: Its History and Impact” 
Quiz #1 
 
March 8: What is oppression? 
Frye, “Oppression” 
 
March 13: What is sexism? 
Frye, “Sexism” 
March 15: Introduction to social construction theory 
Thorne, “Girls and Boys Together…But Mostly Apart: Gender Arrangements in 
Elementary School” 
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March 20: Social construction theory continued 
Midterm assignment instructions given in class 
Fine, “Why Are Toys So Gendered?” 
 
March 22: Beyond the normative construction of gender I 
In-class film screening: Valentine Road 
Padawer, “What’s So Bad About a Boy Who Wants to Wear a Dress?” 
 
March 27: Beyond the normative construction of gender II 
In-class film screening: finish Valentine Road 
 

Unit 2: Living 
How are our lives shaped by gender and other identites?  How do multiple identities 
intersect to shape our lives?  How are our lives represented or not represented in law 
and media?  

 
March 29: Introduction to intersectionality 
Quiz #2 
Crenshaw, “The Urgency of Intersectionality” (TED Talk) 
 
April 3: Living with whiteness 
McIntosh, “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Backpack” 
Chemaly, “What Does it Mean that Most Children’s Books Are Still About White Boys?” 
 
April 5: Case study: Disability, sexuality, and gender 
Griscom, “The Case of Sharon Kowalski and Karen Thompson: Ableism, Heterosexism, 
and Sexism” 
 
Spring Break: April 8-14 
 
April 17: Feminist disability theory 
Childhood and gender observation paper due  
Garland-Thomson, “Integrating Disability, Transforming Feminist Theory” 
 
April 19: Masculinity and disability 
In-class film screening: Murderball 
 
April 24: Representing masculinity 
Rosin, “The End of Men” from The Atlantic, 2010 
 
April 26: Living with masculinity 
Selections from Kimmel, Guyland 
 
May 1: Catch-up day 
Quiz #3 
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May 3: Living with bodies I 
Bordo, “Reading the Slender Body” 
 
May 8: Living with bodies II 
Bacon, Preface to Health at Every Size 
 
May 10: Representing bodies: media 
In-class film screening: Miss Representation 
 
May 15: Representing bodies: media (continued) 
Final assignment instructions given in class 
In-class film screening: Miss Representation 
 

Unit 3: Surviving and Resisting 
How can lives be improved through feminism and other social movements?  How do we 
create positive change in the world despite our differences?  How can our differences 
help us better the world? 
 
May 17: Transnational feminisms I 
Final assignment key terms chosen in class 
Abu-Lughod, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?” 
 
May 22: Transnational feminisms II 
Anzaldua, “Towards a New Consciousness” 
 
May 24: Transgender Feminism 
Koyama, “The Transfeminist Manifesto” 
 
May 31: Feminism and trauma 
Quiz #4 
Lorde, The Cancer Journals 
 
June 5: Feminism and trauma (continued) 
Lorde, The Cancer Journals 
 
June 7: A fabulous attitude in resistance 
Key terms Wiki entry due 
Queers for Economic Justice, “A Fabulous Attitude: Low-Income LGBTGNC People 
Surviving and Thriving on Love, Shelter, and Knowledge” 


