
 

 

 
           
 
 
 
Instructor Contact Information: 
Instructor: Marco Llaguno 
Phone: (818) 370-2797        
Instructor’s Office Location: TBD     
Office Hours: M 11:00 - 11:30 am or by appointment 
Email: mllaguno@elcamino.edu 
 
Course Description: 
This course examines the main areas of philosophy, which include ethics, epistemology, and metaphysics. 
Students will explore values and beliefs, moral actions, freedom, the soul and God, and what constitutes a 
fulfilling life. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Explain and differentiate three main areas of philosophy: ethics, epistemology and metaphysics.  
2. Explain the difference between knowledge and beliefs about the physical world (the realm of science) 
and knowledge and beliefs about moral issues and metaphysical things such as God, Heaven and Hell, and 
souls.  
3. Assess and explain perspectives and outlooks on life that are beyond traditional societal paradigms, 
such as minority, feminist and Taoist perspectives.  
4. Distinguish between normative and descriptive ethics.  
5. Explain the difference between duty ethics and consequentialism, and illustrate this difference by 
applying the theories to an ethical problem.  
6. Differentiate moral relativism from moral objectivism, and explain their relationship to contemporary 
moral issues.  
7. Discuss and analyze what constitutes a good and fulfilling life, such as the roles of money and 
happiness.  
8. Analyze philosophical writing for its logical structure, coherence and acceptability, utilizing standard 
philosophical measures.  
9. Identify and analyze metaphysical problems, such as the problem of free will versus determinism; the 
existence of God; the ultimate nature of reality; and the nature and existence of consciousness.  
10. Clarify the difference between conviction, belief and knowledge.  
11. Compare and contrast epistemological theories concerning the source, extent and limits of knowledge.  
12. Analyze different systems of government, focusing especially on their justifications and their 
assumptions about human nature.  
13. Compare the conflict between the ideals of equality and security with individualism and liberty. 
14. Apply your thoughts on various philosophical concepts to your life and begin to develop your own 
philosophy on what the good life is and how you should achieve it. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLO):  
SLO#1 Epistemological Terminology- Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the basic 
epistemological terminology and issues, such as the source and basis of our beliefs, empiricism vs. rationalism, 
and the problem of induction. 

SLO#2 Metaphysical Concepts and Arguments- Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the 
metaphysical concepts and arguments regarding such issues as free will v. determinism, the mind-body 
problem, and whether God exists. 
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SLO#3 Morality- Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of some of the basic issues and topics 
related to morality, such as justice, minority perspectives, moral objectivism vs. moral relativism, various 
ethical theories, and/or a basic understanding of how those theories can be applied to contemporary moral 
issues. 

Course Policies:  
Attendance: 
Students are expected to attend each class meeting, and remain in class for the duration for the class. If 
you have a legitimate temporary or recurring issue or condition that requires you to leave early or arrive 
late (e.g., a medical illness), please let me know before class begin via office visit, phone or email. I’ll take 
attendance for each class session. Consecutive absences may result in being dropped from the class. 
 
Tardiness: 
Students are expected to attend class at the scheduled time. Tardiness interrupts the ongoing class and 
disrupts everyone. Students are expected to be in class at the specific time the class begins. 
 
Electronic Devices: 
Use of cell phones (including texting), iPods, or any other similar device, is not allowed during class time. 
Computer use is subject to monitoring by the instructor. I may frequently ask that computers be closed to 
facilitate class discussion.  Please do use any recording devices, if you need assistance with anything covered 
in lecture please email me. 
 
Course Team Site: 
You are expected to be able to access the Team Site for this course.  Homework assignments, study guides, 
readings, videos will be posted on the site.  If you have any questions on accessing the site please contact me. 
 
Preparing for Class: 
Students are expected to complete all readings and homework assignments before each class session. If you do 
not read the chapters in advance, it is likely that you will have difficulty following lectures and discussions. 
Students are also expected to participate in class. Arriving late, leaving early, or sleeping in class will 
negatively affect your grade. 
 
ADA Statement:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 
the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 
academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 
Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 
 
Academic Freedom: Both students and faculty have a constitutionally protected right of freedom of 
expression, which deserves to be protected.  
 
Academic Integrity: 
The following are prohibited: Plagiarism; cheating during examinations; submitting work for any 
assignment that has been prepared by another student, submitting a single paper to fulfill requirements 
in two courses without prior approval of the instructors of both courses; using a false name or signing the 
name of another individual in connection with any course work; signing the name of another individual 
without proper authorization on any college form or using a false name or another person’s identification 
card without proper authorization. Any piece of work that is objectively found to have violated any of 
these guidelines will automatically receive 0 points, resulting in an “F”. 
 
El Camino College Academic Honesty and Standards of Conduct 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 
 



 

 

Required Textbook: 
Bowie, Michaels, & Solomon, 20 Questions: An Introduction to Philosophy 7th Ed. 
 
Various links to articles, videos, and films will be posted on the team site for the course in the MyECC portal 
and assigned throughout the semester, make sure you can access the class site on the MyECC portal. 
 
Grading:  
Pre-Course Reflection Paper     20 pts. 
In Class Assignments    125 pts.  
Homework and Quizzes    125 pts.  
Essays      200 pts. (2 Essays @ 100 pts. each) 
Philosophical Reflection Paper     30 pts.  
Exams      450 pts. (3 Exams @ 150 pts. each) 
Total                 950 pts. 
 
A = 855 pts. & up; B = 760-854 pts.; C = 665-759 pts.; D = 570-664 pts.; F = below 570 
 
Pre-Course Reflection Paper  It should be 1 to 2 pages and must be typed, single spaced.  In this paper you 
will give your background, if any, in philosophy and what you hope to get out of this class.  Why are you 
taking this class?  Also, reflect on yourself and your life.  Describe some of your core beliefs and your 
approach to life.  How do you determine what is true and not true, real and unreal?  What are the things you 
think you know best (are most certain of)?  What do you consider a “good” life?  What if anything gives your 
life meaning or purpose?  How do you determine what you value in life?  What are the sources of these 
beliefs?  Who do you see yourself as in 5 years? 
 
In Class Assignments  Each day in class you will be asked to write a paragraph or so answering a question 
raised.  Writings will be informal but may ask you to reflect on your thoughts as they pertain to the material 
covered in class.  You will be discussing your responses in small groups.  There will be no make-up points 
given for in-class assignments missed due to absence. 
 
Homework You will be asked to reflect on some of the readings or videos assigned while you are reading or 
watching them, documenting your own thoughts as you read.  Further instruction will be given on the Team 
Site as readings are assigned.  Assignments must be turned into class by hard copy. No emailed assignments 
will be accepted and late work will be penalized 1 point for each day it is late. 
 
Essays  There will be two argumentative essays turned in.  Essays will reflect an understanding of conflicting 
philosophical positions, their strengths and weaknesses, and your own position based on your analysis.  Essays 
will be 2-3 pages (Single-spaced, Times New Roman or similar font, size 11-12 font). Please turn in a hard 
copy, no paper will be accepted by e-mail. Late papers will be deducted 10% for each day after the due date. 
 
Philosophical Reflection Paper  A reflection paper must be turned in on the day of the third exam.  It must be 
no more than 2 pages, single spaced.  Reflect once again on the questions in your pre course reflection paper.  
Based on your reflection and your background in philosophy, now describe your thoughts on either a) the 
value of philosophy, or b) your own philosophy.  How, if at all, was this class effective in allowing for the 
development of your view (instructor, peers, readings, discussions, etc.)? How has your view changed, if at all, 
from the time of your pre-course reflection paper. 
 
Exams There will be 3 exams consisting of true/false & multiple choice questions, a matching section, and 
two or three short essay questions.  Exams will not be cumulative.  Students must be present in class for all 
exams.  Unexcused absences for exams will result in no credit for that exam.  During the exam you may not 
use your book or notes or get help from other students.  You will need a Scantron Form 882-E for each exam.  
 
Please note that in this class, no question is ever considered an irrelevant or dumb question.  However, 
you may be directed to ask it again by e-mail or during office hours. 



 

 

Calendar & Reading List 
All readings are found in 20 Questions unless otherwise noted.  Students must have read and be prepared to 
discuss the readings in class on the date they appear. 
 
T  2/14  Introduction 
 
R 2/16 The Examined Subject 
    Pre-Course Reflection Paper Due  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  2/21  The Examined Subject 
    Read:  Russell, The Value of Philosophy  (TEAM SITE) 
 
R  2/23 The Examined Life 
   Read: Plato, The Apology (TEAM SITE)  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  2/28    Read: Plato, Crito  (CANVAS)  
 
R  3/2   Read: King, Letter from Birmingham Jail (TEAM SITE) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  3/7  Read: Plato, The Myth of the Cave; (TEAM SITE) 
          Krishnamurti, The Function of Education (TEAM SITE)  
 
R  3/9 What do I know? 
   Read: Descartes, Meditations 1 & 2 (TEAM SITE)  
  Russell, Appearance and Reality (TEAM SITE) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  3/14  Read:  Locke, Where Our Ideas Come From; (TEAM SITE) 
   Berkeley, To Be is To Be Perceived (TEAM SITE) 
 
R  3/16   Exam #1  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  3/21  How do I know Whether God Exists?  
   Read:  Paley, The Teleological Argument 
  Hume, Why Does God Let People Suffer 
 
R  3/23   Does Religion give my Life Meaning? 
     Read: James, The Will to Believe; 
   Clifford, The Ethics of Belief (TEAM SITE) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  3/28  Read: Kierkegaard, The Leap of Faith and the Limits of Reason; 
            Nietzsche, God is Dead; The Anti-christ 

Essay #1 Due 
 
R  3/30   TBD  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  4/4  How is my Mind Connected to my Body? 
   Read: Ryle, The Concept of Mind;  
     Lycan, Robots and Minds; 
 
R  4/6    Who am I?  
   Read: Locke, Of Identity and Diversity;  
     Hume, Of Personal Identity; 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T & R  4/11 & 4/13   NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 



 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  4/18  Read: Michaels, Persons, Brains, and Bodies   
 
R  4/20  Should it Matter What Gender I am?  
       Read: de Beauvoir, Woman as Other 
           Zack, Redefining Women 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  4/25 Am I Free to Choose What I Do? 
                 Read: Aristotle, Voluntary and Involuntary Action 
       Hospers, Meaning and Free Will 
 
R  4/27   Read: Nietzsche, Twilight of an Error;  

  Sartre, Freedom and Responsibility 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  5/2  Exam #2 
 
R  5/4 Why Shouldn’t I be Selfish? 
    Read:  Plato, The Ring of Gyges; 
      Epicurus, The Pursuit of Pleasure  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
T  5/9   TBD  
 
R  5/11   Read: Hobbes, People are Selfish; 
  Dawkins, The Selfish Gene 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
T  5/16   Read: Rand, The Virtue of Selfishness  
 
R  5/18 What is the Right Thing for Me to Do? 
    Read: Plato, Euthyphro  (TEAM SITE) 
                             The Bible, The Ten Commandments and The Sermon on the Mount 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  5/23  Read: Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals 
 Essay #2 Due  
 
R  5/25  Read: Mill, Utilitarianism 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  5/30  Read: Aristotle, Happiness and the Good Life  
 
R  6/1  Read: Nietzsche, The Natural History of Morals; 
             Kane, Through the Moral Maze 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
T  6/6   TBD  
 
Thursday, June 8 - Exam #3 & Reflection Paper Due  
 
 


