
 El Camino College-Spring 2017 

History 101 Section #2330-Syllabus 

United States History (Pre-Colonial Era to 1877) 

 

Instructor:  Jamahl Melton   Class Time/Location:  W 6:00pm-9:10pm SOCS 209 

E-Mail:  jmelton@elcamino.edu   Office Hour/Location:  W 5:00pm-6:00pm SOCS 209 

 

Course Description 

This course is a chronological survey of American history from the first Americans to 1877, focusing on 
American social, intellectual, political, economic, and diplomatic institutions. Major topics in the course 
include: colonization, slavery, the American Revolution, Native-Americans, the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. 
 

Course Objectives 

1. Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values, and lifestyles of Europeans, Africans, and Native- 
Americans during the early colonial period.  
2. Examine the American colonial experience under British rule, paying particular attention to the 
political, social, economic, and cultural forces which shaped its development.  
3. Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of enslaved peoples during the Colonial Era. In 
addition, explain why slavery became the dominant labor system in the Southern colonies and how it 
impacted American social, political and economic systems.  
4. Compare and contrast the North American colonies of Spain, France, and Great Britain.  
5. Analyze the major names, themes, and events of the American Revolution.  
6. Identify the competing political philosophies of the early years of the republic and explain how they 
impacted the creation of the Constitution, as well as the expansion of democracy.  
7. Define the parameters of American foreign policy from 1789 through the Civil War. In addition, 
explain how these principles were applied to this country’s interactions with foreign nations, including 
Native-Americans in the West.  
8. Evaluate the evolution of American families, schools, workplaces, and community from 
the Colonial Era through the Civil War.  
9. Identify and explain the impact of early nineteenth century European immigration on American 
culture, society, politics, and the economy.  
10. Define the concept of Manifest Destiny in relation westward expansion. Be sure to address Manifest 
Destiny’s impact on Native-Americans and Mexican-Americans.  
11. Identify the major reform movements of the nineteenth century and assess how they influenced 
race relations and gender roles.  
12. Discuss the following issues in regards to the expansion of slavery in the nineteenth century: the 
socio-cultural experience of enslaved peoples, the North’s reaction to slavery, and the impact of slavery 
on the socio-economic systems of the South.  
13. Examine the causes, events, and outcomes of the Civil War.  
14. Analyze the political conflicts which arose following the Civil War and how they led to the creation of 
federal and state reconstruction programs. Next, assess the successes and failures of these programs. 
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Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to construct and persuasively argue, a well-
developed historical thesis; one which encompasses the major social, economic, and political themes of 
the first half of United States history. In addition, students should be able to apply appropriate historical 
research methodology in support of this thesis. 
 

Required Text 

Henretta, James, America’s History, Volume 1 to 1877, Eighth Edition, Bedford/St. Martin’s, Boston, 

Massachusetts, 2014 

 

Graded Assignments       Grade Distribution 

Exam #1 100pts. (33%)     A  270-300pts. 

Exam #2 100pts. (33%)     B  240-269pts. 

Exam #3 100pts. (33%)     C  210-239pts. 

        D  180-209pts. 

        F  179 and below 

 

Make-Up Exams 

Make-up exams will only be given with the consent of the instructor, and even in these scenarios, a late 

penalty may be assessed. The only scenario in which a make-up exam will be given without a late 

penalty is if the student missed the original exam due to an excused absence. 

 

Attendance/Enrollment 

Students are expected to be present in class regularly as attendance will be taken on a daily basis. Any 

student accumulating more than two unexcused absences before May 12, 2017 (the last day to drop 

with a “W”) will be dropped from the course. Excused absences include: illnesses, family emergencies, 

court appearances, etc. In addition, students are responsible for knowing El Camino College’s 

appropriate enrollment dates.  

ADA Statement 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations to students with disabilities. 

Students with disabilities, who would like to request an academic accommodation, are responsible for 

identifying themselves to the instructor and the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for 

academic accommodations, students must contact the Special Resource Center. 

 

Classroom Behavior 

Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated in this class. Examples of disrespectful behavior include: 

excessive tardiness, loud-talking, and being rude to fellow classmates. In addition, all cell phones must 

be turned off before entering the classroom. Laptop computers may be used to take class lecture notes, 

however, the tape-recording of lectures is not permitted. Students who violate classroom behavioral 

guidelines may be dropped from the course. 

 

 

 

 



Lecture/Reading/Assignment Schedule*     *Subject to Change 

Week 1 

2/15 Introduction/The Conquest of North America/Henretta Ch.2 

Week 2 

2/22 British Colonial Society/Henretta Ch. 3 

Week 3 

3/1 Crisis in the Colonies/Henretta Ch. 4 

Week 4 

3/8 The American Revolution/Henretta Ch. 5 

Week 5 

3/15 Review: Exam #1 

Week 6 

3/22 Exam #1 

Week 7 

3/29 Birth of the Republic/Henretta Ch. 6, Ch. 7 (p. 214-226) 

Week 8 

4/5 Challenges to the Republic/Henretta Ch. 7 (p.231-245), Ch. 8 (p.286-269) 

Week 9 

4/12 Spring Break-No Class 

Week 10 

4/19 Transformations of the American Political System/Henretta Ch. 10 

Week 11 

4/26 Review: Exam #2 

Week 12 

5/3 Exam #2 

Week 13 

5/10 Westward Expansion/Henretta Ch. 13 (p. 410-428) 

Week 14 

5/17 The Emerging Slavery Crisis/Henretta Ch. 13 (p. 428-440) 

Week 15 

5/24 The Civil War/Henretta Ch. 14 

Week 16 

5/31 Reconstruction/Review: Exam #3/Henretta Ch. 15 

Week 17 

6/7 Exam #3 

 

 

 


