
Modern World Civilizations Spring 2017 

History 141 section 2430 

Tuesday and Thursday 7:45-9:10 AM 

SOCS 209 

1500 CE/AD – Present 

Instructor: Edgar Pacas 

Contact information: 

epacas@elcamino.edu 

Office Art Bldg 320 

Contact Instructor for office period meeting(s) 

 

Course Syllabus: 
 

History 141 (formerly History 4)  

History of Modern Civilizations  
3 units; 3 hours lecture  

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A  

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC  

This course is a survey of the political, economic, social, and cultural development of world 

civilizations from the rise of the West in the mid-fifteenth century to the present day. Topics 

include the European voyages of exploration and expansion, Africa and the transatlantic slave 

trade, Protestant and Catholic Reformations, the Islamic empires, China and Japan in the age of 

global expansion, French and industrial revolutions, World War I and II, the Cold War, and 

globalization.  

Note: History 140 is not a prerequisite.  

 

Course objectives:  
1. Analyze the reasons for the European explorations and methods of expansion in the fifteenth 

and sixteenth centuries. 2. Compare and contrast the Iberian conquest, colonization, and 

exploitation of Latin America with that of the English, French, and Dutch experience in North 

America. 3. Explain the origins and expansion of the transatlantic slave trade and assess its 

impact on the political, economic, demographic, and social development of Africa. 4. Evaluate 

the impact of the Protestant Reformation and scientific revolution on the religious, political, and 

intellectual development of Europe. 5. Analyze the development of absolutism in continental 

Europe and constitutional monarchy in Great Britain. 6. Discuss the political, economic, social, 

and cultural development of China under the Ming and Qing dynasties and evaluate the impact 

of early interaction with European traders and missionaries. 7. Analyze the impact of European 

traders and missionaries on the political development of Japan and the transformation of Japan 

under the Tokugawa Shogunate. 8. Compare and contrast the political, economic, social, and 

cultural development of the Islamic empires of the early modern era as well as their relations 

with the European states. 9. Discuss the long and short term causes of the French Revolution and 

assess its role in the political, social, and cultural development of Europe. 10. Analyze the impact 

of the French Revolution on the political and economic development of the colonial Americas. 

11. Explain the origins, development, and expansion of the industrial revolution and analyze its 

political, economic, and social consequences. 12. Compare and contrast the political, economic, 



and social development of the United States, Canada, and Latin American in the nineteenth 

century. 13. Analyze the factors that contributed to the decline of the Ottoman empire, Russian 

empire, China, and Japan in the nineteenth century and explain the reasons for the differing 

responses of China and Japan to European incursions. 14. Evaluate the motives for New 

Imperialism, assess its impact on Africa and Asia, and discuss the anti-colonial movements that 

emerged in response. 15. Analyze the factors that contributed to the outbreak of World War I and 

the reasons for the failure of the peace settlements. 16. Analyze the causes of the Russian 

revolution and examine the establishment of communism in the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics. 17. Discuss the factors that contributed to the rise of totalitarian regimes in the 

interwar period. 18. Explain the Asian and European origins of World War II as well as the 

course of the war and its peace settlements. 19. Compare and contrast the Russian and Chinese 

communist revolutions and the evolution of communism in the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics and the People’s Republic of China. 20. Trace the origin and course of the Cold War 

and analyze the reasons for the collapse of communist regimes in Eastern and Central Europe 

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 21. Explain the process of post-World War II 

decolonization and evaluate the colonial legacy of the newly independent states of Asia and 

Africa. 22. Discuss the regional and global integration of national economies and the social, 

cultural, and environmental impact of globalization.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of History of Modern Civilizations, students 

will be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that 

identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or 

patterns in the history of Modern Civilizations and apply appropriate historical methods to 

analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis.  

 

“History is the account of past events as written down by the victors.”  

-Napoleon Bonaparte 

 

*Your grade will predominantly reflect how well you have developed these skills. Meaning you 

will be graded much more on how well you engage in analysis and how well you support your 

arguments. 

 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for 

students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with 

a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 

identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make 

arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 

 

 

 

Class attendance/participation: 

If there is an emergency that will force you to miss a class please call or email with enough 

time to let me know that you will be absent.  Please refer to online website or El Camino 

College Catalog (pg. 11) for add/drop policy of El Camino College. 

 
Attendance during semester (El Camino College policy pg. 11 in college catalog) 



Students are expected to attend their classes regularly. Students 

who miss the first class meeting or who are not in regular attendance 

during the add period for the class may be dropped by the 

instructor. Students whose absences from a class exceed 10% of 

the scheduled class meeting time may be dropped by the instructor. 

However, students are responsible for dropping a class within 

the deadlines published in the class schedule. Students who 

stop attending but do not drop may still be retained on the course 

roster and receive a failing grade. Students may view their registration 

status using the college’s website. 

 

Required Texts: 

Herman, E. and Chomsky, N. Manufacturing Consent. ISBN 9780375714498 

Perkins, John. Secret History of the American Empire. ISBN 9780452289574 

Strayer, et. al . Ways of the World V.2.  ISBN 9781319018429 

 

Assignments, tests, due dates, and grades: 

 

All assignments should be typed, double spaced, 12 font (times new roman), printed, 

stapled (if needed), name, name of class and class meeting at the top right corner and 

turned in at the beginning of class!!!! That means you have them printed out and ready to 

hand in first thing class begins!!!!!!!! Any assignments that fail to meet this criteria will not 

be accepted and/or points will be deducted!!!!  

 

***READ: 10 minutes passed the beginning of class assignment will be considered late and 

will not be accepted!!!! I will not accept emailed assignments!!!!!**** 

 

******READ*****READ*******READ********READ******* 

Class guidelines and etiquette: Please arrive to class on time, awake, and ready to take 

notes. Absolutely no laptops , recording machines, phones, tablets, etc. unless you have 

checked with me previously and have received my consent. If I find that you are not using 

these devices for class related usage the privileges for the entire class will be revoked. If you 

do happen to walk in late, please pick up chairs, do not slide chairs out as the loud noise is 

disruptive to your professor and fellow students. Make sure all cell phones are turned off 

or silent before each class meeting. Behavior that is construed as rude and not college 

appropriate will not be tolerated and you will be asked to drop the class if it is a continuous 

issue. 

 

Please refer to www.schoolrack.com/epacas/ for syllabus and information concerning 

assignments, weekly readings, updates, due dates and all other pertinent information for 

the course. 

 

Tests: 

We will have a grand total of 2 tests throughout the semester each one worth 75 points. Each test 

consists of 75 multiple choice and true or false questions. The test will be compiled from: 

lectures, documentaries watched in class, weekly assigned readings, or in- class reading material 

http://www.schoolrack.com/epacas/


supplied by instructor. For each of these tests you will be responsible for supplying your own 

scantron (form 882-E). 

Tests will be held on the following dates: 

Test #1-  4/6/17 & Test #2- 6/8/17  

  

Group assignments/Primary Source Evaluation Assignments: These assignments are worth 

25 points each. There will be a total of 4 Group Assignments throughout the semester. 

You will be responsible to work in a group of no more than 5-7 fellow students and each group 

will turn in one set of answers to the following questions. There will be a total of 4 group 

assignments throughout out semester. The bibliography and/or footnotes need to be written using 

the Kate Turabian format.  

 

Kate Turabian Style 

The Kate Turabian/Chicago Manual Style format.  

Please refer to the following link: 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.

html 

Most of the primary sources can be found on the following websites:  

Ancient History Sourcebook, or the Medieval History Sourcebook website links East Asian 

History Sourcebook, and Islam History Sourcebook are all acceptable. 

Medieval- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/sbook.asp 

East Asian- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/eastasia/eastasiasbook.asp 

Islam- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/islam/islamsbook.asp 

India- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/india/indiasbook.asp 

Modern History Sourcebook- http://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook.asp 

 

* feel free to use any of the other links provided on these sites so long as they keep with the 

relevant time frame of the class which is -1600-Present CE/AD. 

 

Each assignment is a small group project that will help you develop critical thinking/analytical 

skills that will help you evaluate the relevance, similarities and/or difference(s) between two or 

more primary source documents.  

 Each group will draft a 2-3 page analysis of the primary source document(s) using the following 

guidelines. 

1. At the top of page you will provide a bibliographical entry for each of the primary 

sources using the Turabian format. 

2. Give a brief synopsis (approx. 1/4 page length) about the source material. 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/india/indiasbook.asp


(The following sections 3-5 are combined analysis of all the sources. Yet make sure 

to enumerate and concentrate on answering the relevant point(s) per section i.e. #3 

is relevance of sources, #4 is bias, and #5 reevaluation of sources . 

3. Analyze the importance/relevance of the source to history. Analyze the 

importance/relevance of source to our course. Example: How does the source deal with 

social, cultural, race, gender, imperialism, and economic or political themes/issues that 

have been discussed in class? 

4. Analyze the bias(es)/agenda(s) of the documents. 

5. Analyze how it influences the interpretation or (re-interpretation) of the historical 

narrative. Example: when the source is factored into a conventional narrative does it 

debunk the previous theory/thesis? When the source is factored into the narrative is the 

narrative made more complex because of the different factors that now need to be 

analyzed? 

Due dates: 

#1- 3/2/17 

#2- 3/30/17 

#3- 5/11/17 

#4- 5/25/17 

 

Analytical Essay Proposal (Assignment): Worth 75 points 

Important-this assignment must be completed using Power Point.  

The following guidelines must be followed in order to get the full credit. In four pages (four 

slides per page) you will be responsible for drafting 14 slides total. 

Slide 1- you must draft an analytical question based on weekly readings, in class readings, 

documentaries, and/or lectures and discussions. 

Slide 2- a brief response to the question. 

Slide 3- using the first two slides draft a thesis statement that will let your reader know what you 

are intending to argue or analyze and how you will support your argument. (Your thesis 

statement should not exceed 1 sentence length). 

Slide 4- Point of support #1 (Think of this as a blanket argument that you are making. The 

subsections will further break down this major argument into corresponding smaller categories, 

issues, etc. 

Slide 5-subsection 1 for point of support #1 

Slide 6- subsection 2 for point of support #1 

Slide 7- Point of support #2 

Slide 8- subsection 1 for point of support #2 

Slide 9- subsection 2 for point of support #2 

Slide 10- Point of support #3 

Slide 11- subsection 1 for point of support #3 

Slide 12-subsection 2 for point of support #3 

Slide 13- Conclusion- idea of thesis/argument restated (feel free to elaborate your argument in 

this section. 



Slide 14- Turabian style bibliography that includes a minimum of 2 primary and 3 secondary 

sources. 

Due date for outline: 5/4/17 

 

Critical Thinking Essay Assignment: worth 150 points 

You will be responsible for writing a critical thinking essay based on lectures, class discussions, 

documentaries, assigned weekly readings, and/or in class readings and the proposal you turned in 

previously. This essay should follow all the guidelines previously discussed concerning all 

written assignments for class so it should be typed, double spaced, 12 font Times New Roman, 

should include a Turabian style bibliography (not work cited but bibliography), but also it needs 

to include a minimum of 3 and a maximum of 5 quotes with corresponding footnote citations in 

the Turabian format. You do not need to include a title page or a title however. Essays will be 

due at the beginning of class and will not be accepted if they are late (refer to late assignment 

policy mentioned above).  Essay is supposed to be a minimum of 5-8 pages. Make sure that you 

are analytical in your argument and that you provide solid support for your arguments. Make 

sure to include any relevant discourse in your analysis including but not limited to socio-

economic class issues, race issues, ancient or medieval imperialism, world-systems, gender 

issues, etc.  

Due date: 5/25/17 

 

The class grade is based on a point system.   

450 - 375 = A 

374 - 300 = B 

299 - 225 = C 

224 - 150 = D 

149-0      = F 

 

IMPORTANT***IMPORTANT***IMPORTANT***IMPORTANT*** 

 

**Please read these strictly enforced guidelines: Absolutely no late 

assignments!!! All assignments are due at the beginning of class and 

are considered late 10 minutes after class begins!!!! I will not accept 

papers that are emailed.  Please allow time and flexibility so that you 

can solve any problems that might arise.  

*** Absolutely no cell phone use allowed in class!!! Turn cell phones 

off before class begins. 

***Do not use your computer while class is in session!!!! 

If you need to record lectures please check with me first. 
 

 

Tentative class lectures and reading assignments per week: 
 

Week 1  2/13-2/17/17 



Intro 

Discuss the discipline of history 

Primary sources and secondary sources 

Discuss analysis 

Discuss Kate Turabian/Chicago Manual Style of writing research papers 

Go over class expectations 

Lecture on the Age of Exploration and methods of expansion 1500-1600’s CE 

Compare and contrast the Iberian conquest, colonization, and exploitation of Latin America with 

that of other European polities. 

Read  

Perkins Prologue and pages 13-38 

 

 

Week 2  2/20-2/24/17 

Analyze the origins and expansion of the transatlantic slave trade and assess its impact on the 

political, economic, demographic, and social development of Africa. 

Analyze the impact that slavery had in shaping European Colonial Societies. 

Relations between the European Metropoles and their colonial possessions around the globe 

Mercantilism 

Plantation Complex 

Export oriented economies 

Global supply and demand and its implications in world history 

Read  

Perkins pages 39-79 

Strayer Ch. 12 

 

Week 3  2/27-3/3/17 

The Protestant Reformation 

Religious Wars in Europe 

Scientific Revolution and its impact on the world stage 

Political struggles and Civil Wars in the European continent in the 1600’s 

Read  

Perkins pages 83-109 

Strayer Ch. 13 

 

Week 4  3/6-3/10/17 

China under the Ming and the Qing Dynasties 

European contact and interaction with India, China, S.E. Asia, Korea and Japan 

Read  

Perkins pages 110-140 

Strayer Ch. 14  

 

Week 5  3/13-3/17/17 

Tamerlane 

Persia 

Ottomans 



Mamluks 

The Islamic empires in the 1700’s on the world stage 

Read  

Perkins pages 141-161 

Strayer Ch. 15 

 

Week 6  3/20-3/24/17 

Rebellions, Independence Movements, and Revolutions on a world stage 

Rebellions or Revolutions in the British American colonies 1676 birth of class struggles 

U.S. War of Independence 

French Revolution 

Revolution of St. Domingue 

Simon Bolivar and Latin American Independence 

Mexican Independence 

Read  

Perkins pages 165-182 

Strayer Ch. 16 

 

Week 7  3/27-3/31/17 

The Industrial Revolution 

New Imperialism and Modernization 

The Mexican American War on a world stage a New Age of Imperialism 

U.S. Civil War on a world stage 1860’s 

Spanish American War 

Europe and New Imperialism-The Birth of Nations 

Read  

Perkins pages 183-198 

Strayer Ch. 17 

 

Week 8  4/3-4/7/17 

Declining Empires of Russia, Ottomans, China, and Japan 

New Imperialism on a world stage 

The conquest of Asia and Africa and makings of the modern world 

Read  

Perkins 199-220 

Strayer Ch. 18 

 

Spring Break 4/10-4/14/17 *Spring Break Vacation 

 

Week 9  4/17-4/21/17 

The world in the early 20
th

 century 

Midterm 

Read 

Start reading Herman and Chomsky  

Perkins 223-238 

 



Week 10  4/24-4/28/17 

World War I 

The Russian Revolution 

The League Against Imperialism 

A peoples struggle against imperialism or rise of the darker nations 

Revolutions in Asia, Middle East, and Latin America  

Read  

Continue Herman and Chomsky 

Perkins pages 239-255 

Strayer Ch. 19 

 

Week 11  5/1-5/5/17 

Revolutions and the birth of consumerism 

Economic catastrophes in the 1930’s 

Solutions to economic catastrophes  

The north and south dynamic 

War in the horizon World War II 

Read  

Perkins pages 256-270 

Strayer Ch. 20 

 

Week 12  5/8-5/12/17 

World War II and a new world order 

Atlantic Charter 

Truman Doctrine 

The Cold War 

Revolutions on a global stage or rise of the darker nations 

The Black Revolution and internationalism 

The Counter Culture  

Read  

Perkins pages 271-283 

Strayer Ch. 21 

 

Week 13  5/15-5/19/17 

The Empires Strike Back 

Challenging global revolutions in the 60’s and 70’s  

Social revolutions in the First World nations 

Read  

Finish Herman and Chomsky 

Perkins pages 284-305 

Strayer Ch. 22 

 

Week 14  5/22-5/26/17 

Internationalism, USSR, Cuba, Africa, Asia challenging the First World in the 70’s and 80’s 

Collapse of the USSR 

End of the Cold War 



The Military Industrial Complex 

Read  

Perkins pages 306 to end. 

Strayer Ch. 23 

 

Week 15  5/29-6/2/17 

Maintaining the Military Industrial Complex 

Globalization the antidote to world revolutions 

The War on Terror 

Where do we go from here  

 

Week 16  6/5-6/9/17 Final 

Review and Final 

 


