
 
 
 

HISTORY 140:  HISTORY OF EARLY CIVILIZATIONS 
TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 7:45 AM TO 9:10 AM 

 

 Kirsten Resnick, M.A. 
kresnick@earthlink.net 

Office hours:  Before and after class as needed 
 
Required Reading:  Reading material is posted online and will be accessible to students free of 

charge.  The link is:  https://app.box.com/s/9z0nyl2mcugsnspqttvmrj9s9haje07q which will be emailed to 

students during the first week of class. 

Requirements and Grade Breakdown: 
 Quizzes on Crash Course Material  25% 
 Open-Note Quiz (3/2)        5% 

Papers (10% each)      50% 
Open-Note Quiz (6/6)       5% 
In-Class Assignments and Renaissance Faire  15% 

 
Course Description  
This course is a survey of the political, economic, social, and cultural development of World 
Civilizations from the origins of these complex cultures in the Neolithic era to the emergence of the 
West in the fifteenth century. Topics include the early civilizations of the Near East, Egypt, India, 
China, the Americas, Greece, and Rome.  
 
Student Learning Outcomes  
Upon completion of History of Early Civilizations, students will be able to develop and persuasively 
argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, 
political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in the history of Early Civilizations and apply 
appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to 
support the thesis. 
 
Course Objectives  
1. Assess the significance of agriculture in the development of complex cultures and identify the 
major characteristics of early agricultural societies.  
2. Analyze the impact of geographical features in the formation and evolution of early civilizations of 
the Near East, Egypt, South Asia, China, and the Americas.  
3. Compare and contrast the political, religious, economic, and social institutions of early civilizations 
of the Near East, Egypt, South Asia, China, and the Americas.  
4. Assess the role of Nomadic societies in the development of early agricultural civilizations.  
5. Discuss the major characteristics of the Classical Era and identify what distinguishes it from earlier 
historical periods.  
6. Identify and analyze the ways Classical civilizations of the Near East, South Asia, China, and the 
Mediterranean maintained or transformed earlier institutions and traditions.  
7. Examine the various ways in which cultural encounters occurred and identify significant cross-
cultural exchanges that took place during the Classical Era.  
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8. Compare the major legacies of Classical civilizations in the Near East, South Asia, China, and the 
Mediterranean.  
9. Identify the major characteristics of the Post-Classical era and discuss what distinguishes it from 
earlier historical periods.  
10. Assess the contributions of earlier civilizations to the development of the Post-Classical societies 
of Medieval Europe, the Byzantine Empire, and the Islamic Empire.  
11. Analyze the political, economic, social, and cultural evolution of South Asian and Chinese 
civilizations in the Post-Classical era.  
12. Evaluate the spread of South Asian culture throughout the Indian Ocean Basin and the spread of 
Chinese culture in East Asia.  
13. Explain and analyze the origins, basic beliefs, and diffusions of the world’s major religious 
traditions: Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam.  
14. Identify and assess the major legacies of Post-Classical civilizations in the Near East, Africa, 
South Asia, China, and Europe.  
 
American with Disabilities Act  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 
disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who 
would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the 
instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic 
accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center.  Also, please inform the instructor if you 
need course adaptations or accommodation in the classroom because of a disability, if you have 
emergency medical information to share with your instructor, or if you need special arrangements in 
case the building must be evacuated. 
 
Topics and Assignments 
Subject:  Introduction (2/14) 
 
Subject:  Agricultural Revolution (2/16) 
Crash Course #1:  The Agricultural Revolution (In-class activity) 
In-class activity:  Quiz on Crash Course:  The Agricultural Revolution (2/16) 
 
Subject:  Mesopotamia (2/21, 2/23) 
Please print Hist140A-Mesopotomia documents found in Box (2/21) 
Quiz on Crash Course #2:  The Indus Valley Civilization (2/21) 
Quiz on Crash Course #3:  Mesopotamia (2/23) 
 
Subject:  Egypt (2/28, 3/2) 
Please print Hist140B-Egypt documents found in Box (2/28) 
Quiz on Crash Course #4:  Ancient Egypt (2/28) 
Open-note quiz on lecture material on Mesopotamia and Egypt (3/2) 
 
Subject:  Later Mesopotamia (3/7) 
Please print Hist140C-Later Mesoopotamia documents found in Box (3/7) 
 
Subjects:  Early Greece (3/9); Persia (3/14) 
Please print Hist140D-Early Greece documents found in Box (3/9) 
Quiz on Crash Course #5:  Persians and Greeks (3/14) 
Please print Hist140E-Persia documents found in Box (3/9) 
 
Subject:  Jews (3/16, 3/21) 
Please print Hist140F-Jews documents found in Box (3/16) 



 
Subject:  China (3/23, 3/28) 
Please print Hist140G-China documents found in Box (3/23) 
Quiz on Crash Course #7:  2,000 Years of Chinese History!  The Mandate of Heaven and Confucius 
(3/23) 
 
Subject:  Greece (3/30, 4/4, 4/6) 
Please print Hist140H-Greece documents found in Box (3/30) 
Paper #1 due on 4/6 
Quiz on "What is Ancient Greece?" with Austin Olney (3/30) 
 
Subjects:  Alexander the Great, Hellenism, and the Silk Road (4/18, 4/20) 
Please print Hist140I-Alexander the Great documents found in Box (4/18) 
Please print Hist140J-Hellenism and the Silk Road documents found in Box (4/20) 
Quiz on Crash Course #8:  Alexander the Great and the Situation…the Great? (4/18) 
Quiz on Crash Course #9:  The Silk Road and Ancient Trade (4/20) 
 
Subject:  China (4/25) 
Please print Hist140K-China documents found in Box (4/25) 
Paper #2 due (4/25) 
 
Subject:  Rome (4/27, 5/2) 
Please print Hist140L-Rome documents found in Box (4/27) 
Quiz on Crash Course #10:  The Roman Empire, or Republic.  Or…Which Was It? (4/27) 
 
Subject:  Christianity (5/4, 5/9) 
Please print Hist140M-Christianity documents found in Box (5/4)  
Quiz on Crash Course #11:  Christianity from Judaism to Constantine (5/4) 
 
Subject:  Hinduism (5/11) 
Please print Hist140N-Hinduism documents found in Box (5/11)  
Quiz on Crash Course #6:  Buddhism and Ashoka (5/11) 
 
Subject:  Islam (5/16) 
Please print Hist1400-Islam documents found in Box (5/16)  
Quiz on Crash Course #13:  Islam, the Quran, and the Five Pillars… (5/16) 
Paper #3 due on 5/16 
 
Subject:  Early Medieval Europe (5/18, 5/23) 
Please print Hist140P-Early Medieval Europe documents found in Box (5/18)  
Quiz on Crash Course #12:  Fall of the Roman Empire…in the 15th Century (5/18) 
Paper #4 due on 5/23 
 
Subject:  High Medieval Europe (5/25, 5/30, 6/1) 
Please print Hist140Q-High Medieval Europe documents found in Box (5/25)  
Quiz on Crash Course #15:  The Crusades – Pilgrimage or Holy War (5/30) 
 
Subject:  Late Medieval Europe (6/6) 
Please print Hist140R-Late Medieval Europe documents found in Box (6/6)  
Open-note quiz on lecture material (6/6) 
 
 



Subject:  Renaissance (6/8) 
Please print Hist140S-Renaissance documents found in Box (6/8)  
Quiz on Crash Course #22:  The Renaissance:  Was it a thing? (6/8) 
Paper #5 due on 6/8 
Renaissance Faire (6/8) 
  



History 140 
Class Requirements 

 
Quizzes on YouTube Videos Including Crash Course Material:  Students will watch a series of 
YouTube videos in lieu of a traditional textbook.  Nearly all of the videos are Crash Course which is a 
series narrated by John Green.  The material in the videos will fulfill the requirements of a textbook for 
the course.  It is recommended that students watch each assigned video at least two times in order to 
learn and then to review the material.  Quizzes are multiple-choice and are reliant on material found 
in the videos.  We will watch the first video together and do the quiz together on the second day of 
class. 
 
First Open-Note Quiz (5%):  Students will write on one topic for twenty-five minutes using both their 
notes, handouts, and readings.  Students should define the topic, describe it in as much detail as 
possible, use evidence from primary sources which relate, and tie the topic into major themes of the 
class.  
 
Papers (10% each or 50% total):  Students will write five papers which each cover lecture material 
already covered.  Students are expected to combine lecture, primary sources, and activities in their 
answer.  Emphasis should be placed on primary sources.  Further paper requirements can be found 
on the following page.  No internet may be used.  If internet or plagiarism occurs, the offending 
student will receive an F for that paper.  Do your own work!! 
 
Second Open-Note Quiz (5%):  Students will write on three shorter topics for twenty-five minutes 
using both their notes, handouts, and readings.  Students should define each topic, describe it in as 
much detail as possible, use evidence from primary sources which relate, and tie the topic into major 
themes of the class.  
 
In-Class Assignments and Renaissance Faire (25%):  Throughout the semester, students will 
have the opportunity to do in-class activities relating to movies we watch, games we play, or primary 
sources we read.  These assignments must be turned in after each activity in order to receive credit.  
Therefore, absent students will not be able to earn these points.  Students will also participate in a 
Renaissance Faire on the last day of class.  They will have time during the last few days of class to 
prepare but will be expected to create a booth with an activity in which other students participate.   
 
Class Participation: 
Participation:  Lecture is an integral and foundational element of this course.  Therefore, students 
missing three classes or one-half of the number of classes which have already met by the drop 
deadline may be dropped.  (In other words, if our class has met three times and the student has 
missed two classes, the student may be dropped.)  Students missing six class meetings (please also 
see tardy and cell phone penalties) for the total semester will lose 10% of in-class assignment points.  
In addition, students missing eight class meetings for the semester will lose an additional five percent 
of the in-class assignment points thereby totaling a 15% drop in their grade. 
 
Tardies:  Tardiness affects learning; therefore, four tardies in the beginning of class or excessive 
personal breaks equal one absence. 
 
Cell phones and text messaging: Cell phone usage does not contribute to a learning environment 
and is distracting to one's fellow students.  Therefore, students texting or doing other non-related 
classroom work during class will receive one absence.  Students continuing to engage in activities 
other than classroom discussion (specifically but not exclusively text messaging or other cell phone 
usage) will also be first warned.  A second offense warrants exclusion from the class for the 



remainder of the period and possibly the next class meeting.  A third infraction may lead to expulsion 
from the class. 

 
Paper Requirements 

 
Papers should adhere to the following: 
1. The paper should be typed, double-spaced, with 1" margins with its pages numbered.  It 

should include a cover sheet which contains the following information: 
a. the title of your paper 
b. your name 
c. the date 

2. Papers should be at least two pages long (500 words) and no more than three pages long. 
3. Please proofread your paper several times, and perhaps have a friend proofread it as well.  

Typographical, spelling, and grammatical errors are distracting and, if excessive, could hurt 
your grade. 

4. Since these papers are short, please do not include quotations that are longer than two to 
three lines.  Be sure to give credit to the source of the quotation or idea by including a 
reference within the body.  For example, "As can be seen in "Hammurabi's Code,…"  Please 
do not use parentheses to cite the source (that is MLA format and not used in history courses) 
or footnotes or endnotes.  (This is called Chicago style and is used in history courses.  
However it is unnecessary here as sources used have been assigned by the instructor.) 

5.        To encourage timeliness, papers received at the end of the class period may receive a grade 
penalty.  Papers received after the due date will be penalized a full letter grade for the first 
class period late and two letter grades for the second class period late. 

6. When writing your essay, organize it by including the following three parts:  the introduction, 
the body, and the conclusion. 
a. The introduction should include a thesis statement which tells the reader exactly what 

you intend to discuss and which outlines the general argument you will make in your 
paper.  This is the most important part of the essay.  A well-defined thesis statement 
which is then explained in the body of your essay equals a good paper. 

b. The body is a presentation of evidence completed in an organized fashion.  You must 
prove your point through evidence.  Don't just include quotations.  Take the time to 
explain why you chose this particular piece of evidence and how it ties into the bigger 
picture.  To present an organized argument, be sure to include topic sentences for each 
paragraph which tie into your thesis statement. 

c. The conclusion is where you summarize your argument. 
 

The instructor reserves the right to change the class requirements if necessary.  Students will be 
notified in a timely manner. 

 
 


