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An Introduction to Philosophy - Spring 2017

Sections 2608/2616/2622

Instructor: Dr. Elizabeth Shadish Office Location: SOCS 108

Office Hours: MTWTh, 8:15 - 9:!5 am Office Phone: 310-660-3593, ext. 3763

  eshadish@elcamino.edu

Course Description: This course examines the main areas of philosophy, which include ethics, epistemology and
metaphysics. Students will explore values and beliefs, moral actions, freedom, the soul and God, and what
constitutes a fulfilling life. The course will occasionally cover Logic, the fourth area of philosophy, but this will not be
a main focus of the course.

Elaboration of Course Description for this Class: It's sometimes said that everyone has some sort of
"philosophy of life," and there is some truth to this belief. Most people do have a "way of looking" at things, or a
"world view," and in this sense do have a philosophical perspective on life. More precisely, most people operate
under a set of assumptions about what is real (the world of science only? or the spiritual dimension of religion as
well?), what is most valuable (happiness, justice, power?), and so on.

This course is an introduction to how - and why - philosophers have reflected on just these sorts of assumptions. We
will look at what major thinkers have had to say about such things a the meaning of life, the just society, and the
extent and nature of human knowledge and human thinking. The course is especially designed to expose students
to these issues in a debate-type format, ensuring that multiple perspectives are available for study.

Generally, then, this course is designed to familiarize students with the issues, themes and problems that dominate
in philosophy, to develop the student's ability to think critically about the fundamental questions addressed in
philosophical inquiry and to introduce students to the relevance of philosophy to social and civic institutions and
issues. A bit more specifically, students will learn to:

Identify the main areas and problems of philosophy
Describe and practice what it means to argue philosophically
Explain and critique positions and views on various philosophical issues in the three main areas of
philosophical inquiry, including ethics (theoretical and applied), metaphysics (existence of God and of the
mind, freedom) and epistemology (knowledge and science)
Assess philosophical issues from multiple theoretical perspectives
Clarify their own views on fundamental philosophical issues

Course Readings (required)

Phil Washburn, Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions (4th Ed, Oxford
University Press, 2014)

ADA Statement

Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this course are encouraged to contact the
Special Resource Center at 310-660-3295 as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are
implemented in a timely fashion. As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs.

Course Grading Policies

Grades will be based primarily on written work, quizzes and tests. Grades will not be based on the student's position
on any particular issue we might discuss, nor on how close or far that position might be to my own. As we will see,
philosophical inquiry often deals with issues about which reasonable people can disagree. Thus, I will be looking for
and rewarding accuracy of understanding, serious efforts to contribute to college-level discussion of our readings
and a willingness to question and challenge all positions, even one's own.

mailto:eshadish@elcamino.edu
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Assignments # Points Each

Orientation Quiz 1 10

Reading Quizzes 5 20

Test 1 1 50

Tests 2 & 3 2 80

 

Grade Scale*

A = 305 - 274 (90%) B = 273 -244 (80%)

C = 243 - 198 (65%) D = 197 - 152 (50%)

 

* The total actual points possible are 320. By setting the grade scale according to a high of 305, I am awarding you
15 extra credit points up front. Consider this your only "extra credit" - points to lose before you even fall into the
above grade scale.

Course Schedule

Use this syllabus to keep ahead in your readings and to keep track of important dates and assignments.

Month Dates Topics/Readings Tests/Assignments/Notes

Feb 14 Introduction to the Course  

    
  Metaphysics: Theological Issues

Feb 16 - 28 The Existence of God
Chpt. 2.4

Be sure to add as soon as you are sure you would like to
join the course; late adds are virtually impossible to
process.

Orientation Quiz - Tues, Feb 28

    
 Feb. 20 President's Day Holiday
    
March 2 God and Evil

Chpt. 2.5
Last day to drop with full refund and/or an "NG": Friday,
Feb 24

    
March 7 & 9 Immortality

Chpt. 2.1
Quiz 1 (2.4 & 2.5) - Thurs, March 9 (bring pencil and
Scantron form #882-E)

    
March 14  Essay Test 1 (bring a blue book or clean-edged lined

paper; also a pen or pencil)

    
March 16 & 21 The Social Contract

Chpt. 4.2
Quiz 2 (2.1 & 4.2) - Tuesday, March 21 (bring pencl and
Scantron form #882-E)
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Review for Test 1 - Tuesday, March 21*

   
  Spring Break Holiday

    
  Axiology: Social and Political Philosophy

March 23 & 28 The Value of Liberty
Chpt. 4.3

 

  
    
March 30 The Value of Equality

Chpt. 4.1
 

    
April 4 Capitalism and Justice

Chpt. 4.4
Quiz 3 (4.3 & 4.1) - Thurs, April 4 (bring pencil and
Scantron form #882-E )

    
April 6   

  
April 8 - 14 Spring Break Holiday

    
  Axiology: Ethics and Moral Philosophy

April 18 Moral Relativity
Chpt. 1.1

 

    
April 20 - 27 Moral Standards 

Chpt. 1.5
 

    
April 29 Assisted Suicide

Chpt. 1.7
Quiz 4 (1.1 & 1.5) - Tues, April 29 (bring pencil and
Scantron form #882)

Review for Essay Test 2 - Tuesday, April 29

    

May 2  Essay Test 2 (bring pen or pencil and blue book or clean-
edged lined paper)

    

  Metaphysics: Human Nature

May 4 & 9 Freedom and Free Will
Chpt. 5.2

 

    

May 11 Is Race Essential to Identity?
Chpt. 4.6

Last day to drop with "W" - Fri, May 12

    

May 16 Male-Female Differences Quiz 4 (5.2 & 4.6) - Tues, May 21 (bring pencil and
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Chpt. 5.6 Scantron form #882)

    
May 18 Can Computers Think?

Chpt. 5.5
 

    
  Epistemology: The Extent and Reliability of Knowledge

May 23 Science and Knowledge
Chpt. 3.5

 

    

May 23 & 25 Experience and Knowledge
Chpt. 3.2

    
May -
June

30 &
June 2

Does Truth Exist?
Chpt, 3.4 & 3.6

Review for Essay test 3 *

    

June 6 - 8 No new topics/readings Essay Test 3 - Tues, June 6 (bring pen or pencil and blue
book or clean-edged lined paper)
Review and Wrap-Up - Thursday, June 8

Course General Policies

1. Make-up and Late Policies 
1. Quizzes may be made up, if they are taken before the class day after the scheduled quiz date.

For example, a quiz that is administered on Tuesday may be made up by or before my office hour
(MWTTh 8:15 - 9:15) the following Thursday. It is the student's responsibility to make arrangements to
take a quiz late under these conditions. 

2. One essay exam (of our first two exams) may be made up, with a 10% penalty. If you choose
to take a test late, it is your reponsibility to do so before the last week of the semester.

3. No late work whatsoever will be accepted during or after the last week of classes - including
makeup quizzes.

2. Leaving and returning during any exam is not permitted. If you do leave during these times, your work
will be collected and graded "as is"; there are no exceptions to this rule.

3. Those who arrive late to class on days when quizzes are being administered will not be granted extra time to
finish their quiz, or go to purchase a Scantron, while the rest of the class waits. It's a good idea to just have
your Scantrons stored with the class materials (notebook, file folder or whatever) you bring to class every
day.

4. Keeping a file of all of your graded work until you actually receive your final grade is strongly suggested. If
you have any questions about your final grade, you must be able to document your concerns with your graded
work. Even if instructor error is involved in your reasons for discussing a grade, no changes can be
made without such documentation.

5. Regular attendance is expected, at the least because regular attendance will contribute to the success of this
class for us all. I reserve the right to drop from the class any student whose absence exceeds 4 consecutive
class days, or a total of 6 class days. However, my right to drop a student under the conditions described
above does not mean that I will drop any student. If you know that you need to drop this class or will
simply be "letting it go," it is your responsibility to ensure that you are properly dropped. Any
student who has not officially dropped the course before the "last day to withdraw with a W" must be assigned
a regular grade.

Last day to withdraw with a refund and no notation on your transcript: Friday, Feb 24
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Last day to withdraw with a "W": Friday, May 12

All this said - philosophy is a great subject for you to use to explore your own beliefs, and to discover what others -
professional philosopher and your classmates alike - have thought about the interesting and controversial issues of
concern to every human being. Enjoy!

Course Outline of Record Objectives *

1. Explain and differentiate the three main areas of philosophy - ethics, epistemlogy and metaphsics.

2. Explain the difference between knowledge and beliefs about the physical world (the realm of science) and
knowledge and beliefs about moral issues and metaphysical things such as God, Heaven and Hell, and souls.

3. Assess and explain perspectives and outlooks on life that are beyond traditional societial paradigms, such as
minority, feminist and Taoist perspectives.

4. Distinguish between normative and descriptive ethics.

5. Explain the diffence between duty ethics and consequentialism, and illustrate this difference by applying the
theories to an ethical problem.

6. Differentiate moral relativism from moral objectivism, and be able to explain their relationship to contemporary
moral issues.

7. Discuss and analyze what constitutes a good and fulfilling life, such as the roles of money and happiness.

8. Analyze philosophical writing for its logical structure, coherence and acceptability utilizing standard philosophical
measures.

9. Identify and analyze metaphysical problems such as the problem of free will vs. determinism, the existence of
God, the ultimate nature of reality and the nature and existence of consciousness.

10. Clarify the difference between conviction, belief and knowledge.

11. Compare and contrast epistemological theories concerning the source, extent and limits of knowledge.

12. Analyze different systems of government focusing especially on their justifications and their assumptions about
human nature.

13. Compare the conflict between the ideals of equality and security with individualism and liberty.

* The "Outline of Record" is the template all instructors follow to ensure that all our students are receiving
instruction in the basic topics of this kind of course. While instructors may cover these topics differently, we are all
required - and indeed, want to - cover most if not all of the basic issues in all our basic class types. As you can see,
these objectives are more specific than Student Learning OUtcomes.

Student Learning Outcomes +

#1 Epistemological
Terminology

Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the basic and
issues, such as the source and basis of our beliefs, empiricism v.
rationalism, and the problem of induction.

#2 Metaphysical Concepts
and Arguments

Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the concepts and
positions regarding such issues as free will v.
determinism, the mind-body problem, and whether God exists.

Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of some of the basic
issues and topics related to morality, such as justice, minority
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#3 Morality perspectives, moral objectivism vs. moral relativism, various ethical
theories, and/or a basic understanding of how those theories can be
applied to contemporary moral issues.

+Student Learning Outcomes are broad statements of the kinds of things student should be able to talk about
intelligently and informatively to others regarding their knowledge of the main areas of philosophy, and some
specific topics within those areas, after taking a philosophy class.
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