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History 101: Political and Social History of the United States I (UC:CSU) 

Instructor: Daniel Simon, PhD         
Email: dsimon@elcamino.edu 

Section #2300 

7:45 - 9:10 AM MW LEC. SOCS 209 

Section #2316 

11:15 - 12:40 PM MW LEC. SOCS 127 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is a chronological survey of American history from the first Americans 
 to 1877, focusing on American social, intellectual, political, economic, and  
diplomatic institutions. Major topics in the course include colonization, slavery,  
the American Revolution, Native Americans, the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

COURSE TEXTBOOKS 

Foner, Eric. Give Me Liberty: An American History. Volume 1: To 1877, 4th Edition. 
Norton, 2014.   

Foner, Eric. Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History. Volume 1: To 1877, 4th 
Edition. Norton, 2014. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOME: Upon completion of United States History to 1877, 
students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a 
written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political 
and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in United States history to 1877and 
apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or 
secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

1. Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values and life styles of 
Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans in the early colonial period. 

2. Assess the American colonial experience under English domination through 
the political, social, economic, and cultural forces that shaped its development. 
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3. Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of enslaved peoples 
during the colonial era; and explain why slavery became the dominant labor 
system in the southern colonies and how it impacted American social, political 
and economic systems. 

4. Compare and contrast the Spanish, French and British colonies in North 
America. 

5. Analyze the major events and ideas that gave rise to the American Revolution 
against English rule and assess the outcome of the war. 

6. Identify the competing political philosophies in the early national period and 
explain how they impacted the creation of the Constitution and the expansion 
of democracy. 

7. Define the basic principles of American foreign policy from 1789 through the 
Civil War era, and explain how those principles were applied to American 
interactions with foreign nations, including Native Americans in the West. 

8. Evaluate the evolution of the institutions of family, school, workplace, and 
community from the colonial era through the Civil War period. 

9. Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century European 
immigration on American culture, society, politics, and the economy. 

10. Define the concept of Manifest Destiny and evaluate the process and 
consequences of westward expansion, including the impact of westward 
expansion on Native Americans and Mexicans. 

11. Identify the nineteenth century reform movements aimed at the eradication 
of social ills in American society and assess how they influenced racial relations, 
gender roles and the social hierarchy. 

12. Discuss the following issues in regards to the expansion of slavery in the 
nineteenth century: the evolving experiences and culture of enslaved peoples, 
the northern reaction to slavery, and the impact of slavery on southern 
economic and social systems. 

13. Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of the Civil War. 

14. Determine how political conflicts after the Civil War led to the creation of 
federal and State Reconstruction programs and assess the successes and 
failures of those programs. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS/DETAILS 

Class Participation (20%): Class participation is essential whether in group or in 
class discussion. We read, discuss and write together because the process of 
learning about history requires active engagement which is best facilitated in 
continuous dialogue. Participation points are awarded on the basis of thoughtful 
contribution to the conversation. If I don’t know your name halfway through the 
semester, its likely you’re not participating enough. Bring Voices of Freedom to 
every class for class participation!!!  

Journals (30%): Keep track of your study notes - key terms, review questions, 
primary document summaries - in a single journal. Points will be awarded based 
on comprehensive and thoughtful entries; these notes will help you prepare for 
the writing assignments and exams. I will check these journals four times 
throughout the semester, though without notice, so bring your journal to every 
class.  

Writing Assignment (20%): We will prepare as a class for this writing assignment 
based on the analysis of primary and secondary sources. No late submissions 
without a physician’s note! Dates TBA 

Exams (30%): Take good notes, do the readings, and participate in classroom 
discussions, and you will likely pass the midterm and final exams. No makeups 
without a physician’s note! 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
Any form of academic dishonesty in the class will result in a zero and subject to 
disciplinary actions as allowed and mandated by the college. Please see the 
class schedule under “Standards of Student Conduct” regarding academic 
dishonesty. 

STUDENTS WITH LEARNING AND/OR PHYSICAL DISABILITIES 
ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational 
accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the 
student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 
academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the 
instructor and to the Special Resources Center at 310-660-3295 as early as 
possible in the semester. 

GENERAL CLASSROOM PROCEDURES/POLICIES 
All assessments (including but not limited to exams, quizzes, essays, assignments, 
etc.) are to be done solely by the student without any assistance. Exams are 
closed-notes and closed-book. All exams have a time limit. Be prepared for this! 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General respect! Be respectful and courteous in this class. Any form of abuse, 
degrading, insulting, or negative conduct through any aspect related to this 
class will not be tolerated and the student will be referred to the college for 
disciplinary action and be dropped from the class. NO CELLPHONE OR LAPTOP 
USE IS TOLERATED IN THIS CLASS! Please refer to the semester class schedule for 
details about the “Standards of Student Conduct.”Campus Policies: Student 
Code of Conduct: http://www.elcamino.edu/administratio n/board/
boarddocs/5500%20%20Acade mic%20Honesty.pdf 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530: http://www.elcamino.edu/
administratio n/board/policies.asp  
Attendance will be taken at during every class. Please be on time and attentive 
for the entire class session. Students may be dropped from the course after 4 
unexcused absences.  

IMPORTANT DATES  
-LAST DAY TO:   
Add Classes (Full Semester Classes)       February 24, 2017 
Drop without Notation on Permanent Record      February 24, 2017 
Drop for an Enrollment Fee Refund (Full Semester Classes    February 24, 2017 

First Day of Fall Semester (Weekly)                 February 13, 2017  
Last Day of Fall Semester (Weekly)            June 9, 2017 

NOTE: THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO AMEND, ADD, AND/OR DELETE 
ANY OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED ITEMS. YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED PROMPTLY OF ANY 
CHANGES. 

Calendar    

Week 1: Introduction/Pre Columbian Exchange 

Week 2: A New World: Read GML Chapter 1  

Week 3: Beginnings of English America, 1607-1660: Read GML Chapter 2 

Week 4: Creating Anglo America, 1660-1750: Read GML Chapter 3     

Week 5: Slavery, Freedom, and the Struggle for Empire, to 1763: Read GML Chapter 4 

Week 6: The American Revolution, 1763-1783: Read GML Chapter 5  

Week 7: The Revolution Within: Read GML Chapter 6 
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Week 8: Founding a Nation, 1783-179: Read GML Chapter 7       

Week 9: Securing the Republic, 1791-1815: Read GML Chapter 8  Mid-Term Exam 

Week 10: The Market Revolution, 1800-1840: Read GML Chapter 9  

Week 11: Democracy in America, 1815-1840: Read GML Chapter 11  

Week 12: The Peculiar Institution: Read GML Chapter 12       

Week 13: An Age of Reform, 1820-1840: Read GML Chapter 13 Writing Assignment Due 

Week 14: A House Divided, 1840-1861: Read GML Chapter 14  

Week 15: A New Birth of Freedom: The Civil War, 1861-1865: Read GML Chapter 15  

Week 16: Reconstruction of a Nation, 1865-1877: Read GML Chapter 16  Final Exam 
  

NOTE: THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO AMEND, ADD, AND/OR DELETE ANY OF THE 
ABOVE MENTIONED ITEMS. YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED PROMPTLY OF ANY CHANGES. 

  


