
Spring 2017 

Psychology 3: Critical Thinking and Psychology – 2796 (HONORS) 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Angela Simon 

Office:  ARTB 302C Phone:  (310) 660-3593, EXT. 3559 

E-Mail:  asimon@elcamino.edu 

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.;   

Tuesday, 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 

  and by appointment. 

  Online Office Hours:  Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

 

The overall goal of this course is to assist you in further developing and refining your critical thinking skills so 

that you can evaluate a wide range of claims.  This course will be taught from a psychological perspective.  

Emphasis will be placed on developing a critical thinking attitude and on acquiring knowledge of the methods 

of logical inquiry and reasoning and skill in applying these methods. 

(English 1A is a prerequisite for this class.) 

 
This course focuses on the development of critical thinking skills related to psychology. In addition to learning basic 
skills of logic, students will also learn about the logic of the scientific method and the common errors of human 
cognition that impede critical thinking. Emphasis is placed on the application of critical thinking skills to writing effective 
arguments, analyzing the writings of others, and understanding contemporary controversies in psychology.  
Course Objectives:  
1. Differentiate between the characteristics of critical and usual thinking. 2. Identify and analyze the structure and 
components of arguments. 3. Compose and evaluate arguments, applying critical thinking skills. 4. Differentiate between 
deductive and inductive arguments, and evaluate various forms of each. 5. Describe the components of credibility and 
assess the credibility of sources and claims. 6. Recognize logical fallacies and other rhetorical devices, and distinguish 
between fallacious, non-argumentative, and argumentative reasoning in persuasion. 7. Describe the hallmark 
characteristics of the scientific method and contrast it with other forms of inquiry. 8. Analyze the strengths and 
weaknesses of various research designs in psychology. 9. Evaluate issues of causal inference by differentiating between 
correlation and causation. 10. Analyze the influence of language ambiguity, vagueness, and other linguistic factors on 
reasoning. 11. Identify characteristics of human cognition that interfere with critical thinking. 12. Use critical thinking 
skills to assess controversial issues in psychology.  
Student Learning Outcomes:  

Psychology 3 SLO #1 Logic of the Scientific Method Students who finish this course with a grade of A, B, or C will be able to describe 

the hallmark characteristics of the scientific method and contrast it with other forms of inquiry. Students will be assessed by essay exams and 

oral presentations. 

Psychology  3 SLO #2 Fundamental Principles Students who finish this course with a grade of A, B, or C will be able to differentiate and 

compare fundamental critical thinking concepts (e.g., premises, conclusions, and qualifiers; inductive versus deductive, valid versus sound 

arguments). Students will be assessed by written exams, essay exams, research-based argumentative papers, or oral presentations of 

arguments. 

 

Psychology  3 SLO #3 Everyday Application Students who finish this course with a grade of A, B, or C will be able to apply principles of 

critical thinking (e.g., logical fallacies, rhetorical devices) in their daily decision-making (product purchase, school selection, medical 

treatment). Students will be assessed by written exams, essay exams, research-based argumentative papers, or oral presentations of 

arguments. 

 

 

The texts assigned for this course are Critical thinking (12
th

 edition) by Moore and Parker and How to think 

about weird things (7
th

 edition) by Schick and Vaughn. 

 

Exams:  There will be a total of four multiple-choice/short-answer exams, the fourth being the Final Exam.    

The questions will be drawn from the lectures and the texts.  (Each exam will be worth 50 points – 20 points on 

the multiple-choice section, 30 points on the short-answer portion.)  Please be prepared to take all four exams 

on the dates noted.  



Assignments:  There will be 6 to 12 graded homework and in-class assignments given throughout the semester.  

Specific information regarding these assignments, including due dates, will be given as the semester progresses.   

 

There is a large amount of reading for this course.  Due to the nature of the course, some of the reading is 

repeated.  Be sure to read all material, including the boxed or special sections in the texts.  Many class sessions 

will be devoted to the review of some of the material in your texts.   

 

(NOTE:  In the HONORS version of this course, you are expected to review a moderate to large amount of 

material on your own.  Some class sessions will be review, as stated above; portions of other class sessions will 

be devoted to further exploration and discussion of a topic under study.  During these sessions, material that 

goes beyond the texts and lecture notes will usually be presented; these sessions will include group discussion, 

in-class assignments, and other activities.  Some of these sessions will be led by a group of student presenters -

YOU!!!  More information on the Group Presentations will be provided at a later date.)   

 

Grades:  It will be possible to earn a certain total of points from the exams, assignments, and discussions.  You 

will be in the “A” range if you obtain at least 90% of the total points, the “B” range if you obtain at least 80%, 

the “C” range if you obtain at least 70%, and the “D” range if you obtain at least 60% of the total points. 
 

LATE EXAMS, WORK 
IF YOU MISS AN EXAM, YOU WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO MAKE IT UP DURING THE LAST TWO WEEKS OF 

CLASS.  IF YOU MISS AN EXAM, YOUR EXAM GRADE ON THE MAKE UP EXAM WILL BE REDUCED BY UP 

TO 20% OF THE TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE ON THAT EXAM.  YOU WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO MAKE UP ONE 

MISSED EXAM.   

 

IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS CANNOT BE MADE UP. 

 

SOME HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED LATE, BUT POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR 

LATE WORK.  I WILL EXPLAIN THE LATE HOMEWORK POLICY IN MORE DETAIL AS THE SEMESTER 

PROGRESSES. 

 

EXCEPTIONS TO THE ABOVE WILL ONLY BE MADE WHEN YOU AND I HAVE COMMUNICATED IN 

ADVANCE OF WHEN TESTS AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE.  YOU MUST TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 

ACHIEVING THE GRADE THAT YOU WANT IN THIS COURSE. 

 

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE 

I ASK THAT YOU BEHAVE IN A MANNER WHICH SHOWS RESPECT FOR ME AND FOR YOUR 

CLASSMATES.  PART OF BEING RESPECTFUL INVOLVES GIVING ME YOUR ATTENTION DURING CLASS.   

I WILL ALSO BEHAVE IN A MANNER WHICH SHOWS RESPECT FOR YOU.   

 

IF YOU DISRUPT THE CLASS AND YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO VERBAL WARNINGS, I WILL TAKE MORE 

EXTREME ACTION.  MORE EXTREME ACTION CAN INCLUDE A WRITTEN WARNING AND REMOVAL 

FROM CLASS.  PLEASE REFER TO THE 2016-2017 ECC CATALOG, pages 33-40, FOR INFORMATION 

REGARDING STUDENTS’ AND PROFESSORS’ RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 

Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources 

Center. 

Student Resources: Your success is the number one priority at El Camino College. College resources to help 

you succeed include computer labs, tutoring centers, health services, and services for designated groups, such as 

veterans and students with disabilities. For a comprehensive list of Academic Resources and Support Programs, 

visit http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf


SCHEDULE* 
DATE  LESSON # LECTURE TOPIC   READING** 

 

M 2-13    Introduction to the Course 

 

W 2-15  I  What is Psychology?    M&P, Chp. 1 

the Paranormal?   S&V,  Chp. 1, Chp. 4 (pages 62-84) & 

Critical Thinking?              Chp. 5 (pages 141-149)  

 

 

 

 

MONDAY, 2-20  WASHINGTON’S DAY HOLIDAY!!!    

 

 

 

[FRIDAY, 2-24, IS THE LAST DAY TO DROP IN TIME FOR REFUND OF ENROLLMENT FEE AND IS 

THE LAST DAY TO DROP WITHOUT NOTATION ON PERMANENT RECORD.]  

 

M 2-27  II  C.T. and Communication  M&P,  Chp. 3 

S&V,  Chp. 4 (62-64; 84-90) & 

          Chp. 5 (121-124)       

 

M 3-6    III  C.T. and Psychology   M&P,  Chp. 1 (14-19) 

S&V,  Chp. 5   

                                                                                

W 3-15   Exam #1      

 

M 3-20                                  Arguments/Reasoning:   M&P, Chps. 1, 2, & 11  

  IV – 1       Understanding,     (and portions of 8,    

  IV – 2    Diagramming, and    9, & 10 – TBA) 

  IV – 3    Evaluating/Analyzing  S&V, Chp. 3 (33-48), Chp. 5  

  IV – 4  Deductive and Inductive   (141-150), & Chp. 6 (158-171)       

  IV – 5  Causal 

IV – 6  Scientific Method 

 

M 4-5    Exam #2 

 

SPRING BREAK!!!  SATURDAY 4-8 TO FRIDAY 4-14!!! 

 

 

W 4-17 V  C.T. and the Paranormal:  S&V, Chp. 1, Chp. 2,    

     Consciousness, Part I    Chp. 5 (106; 107-111; 113; 115;  

                 132), Chp. 6 (170; 171-212), & 

          Chp. 7 (220-248) 

 

 



W 4-26 VI  C.T. and the Paranormal:  S&V,  Chp. 1, Chp. 2, Chp. 5 (116-117;   

Consciousness, Part II                      118-120; 128-129), & Chp. 7 (248-

288)  

M 5-8    Exam #3 

 

M 5-10  VII  The Acceptability of Claims  M&P, Chp. 4   

         S&V,  Chp. 4 (71-74)  

[FRIDAY, 5-12, IS THE LAST DAY TO DROP WITH A “W.”] 

 

M 5-22    VIII  Persuasion    M&P,  Chp. 4 (102-107), Chps. 5, 6, & 7 

                                         (and portions of 8 –TBA) 

         S&V,  Chp. 3; Chp. 5(126) 

 

MONDAY, 5/29 - MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W 6-7     Exam #4 (Final Exam)       

 

*     This schedule may change as the semester progresses. 

**   “M&P” refers to the Moore and Parker text and “S&V” refers to the Schick and Vaughn text.   

 

***************************************************************************************** 

El Camino College’s Distance Education website has valuable information for you, including a student 

handbook, instructions on how to log onto ETUDES, etc.  The site is: 

http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/index.asp (or, from ECC’s Home Page, go to “Library” 

then to “Distance Education”) 

 

To make things easier, I have copied and pasted some of the ETUDES login instructions below: 

 Enter the following URL into your web browser:  http://myetudes.org/ 

 

Once you have officially enrolled in an Etudes-NG class, please follow the steps below to log in and access 

your course. You will be required to enter two pieces of information in order to login into Etudes and access 

your course (1) your User ID and (2) your Password (see Steps 1 and 2 below).  

 

STEP 1: Locate your User ID. Your Etudes User ID is the same as your userid used to login to MyECC. 

EXAMPLE: Albert Einstein is enrolled in an online ETUDES classes and has the following User ID: 

albert_einstein [all lower case].  

*Some ECC student id numbers have been adjusted to accommodate multiple persons with the same name. If 

step 2 does not work, follow the directions in ETUDES Help on the Distance Ed site. 

 

Locate your Password. Your default Password is the month and date of birth.  EXAMPLE: Albert Einstein’s 

birth date is March 25 so his Password is: 0325.  

 

Click on “ECC PSYC 3 2796 AS SP17” 

 

If you ADD this class, it takes ETUDES a few days to get you on the system. 

http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/index.asp
http://myetudes.org/

