
Paul Swendson 

Phone: 310-660-3593, ext. 4315 

         E-mail: pswendson@elcamino.edu 

Course Description 

History 141 

Spring semester, 2017 

 

Description: This course is a survey of the political, economic, social, and cultural development of 

world civilizations from the rise of the West in the mid-fifteenth century to the present 

day. Topics include the European voyages of exploration and expansion, Africa and the 

transatlantic slave trade, Protestant and Catholic Reformations, the Islamic empires, 

China and Japan in the age of global expansion, French and Industrial Revolutions, 

Western Imperialism, World Wars I and II, the Cold War, and globalization. 

  

Lectures: Tuesdays, 6:00 – 9:10 PM.  SOCS 201 

 

 Good attendance and note taking are essential to success in this class. When you are 

absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed. No cell phones, laptops, 

or food and drinks (except water) in class. 

 

Office Hours: I do not have any scheduled office hours. If you need to contact me, send an email to 

the address listed above. If you need to speak to me directly, I can be available any day 

before class. 

 

 

Course Objectives: Upon completion of the course students will be able to: 

 

 1. Analyze the reasons for the European explorations and methods of expansion in the 

fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.  

2. Compare and contrast the Iberian conquest, colonization, and exploitation of Latin 

America with that of the English, French, and Dutch experience in North America.  

3. Explain the origins and expansion of the transatlantic slave trade and assess its 

impact on the political, economic, demographic, and social development of Africa.  

4. Evaluate the impact of the Protestant Reformation and scientific revolution on the 

religious, political, and intellectual development of Europe.  

5. Analyze the development of absolutism in continental Europe and constitutional 

monarchy in Great Britain.  

6. Discuss the political, economic, social, and cultural development of China under the 

Ming and Qing dynasties and evaluate the impact of early interaction with European 

traders and missionaries.  

7. Analyze the impact of European traders and missionaries on the political 

development of Japan and the transformation of Japan under the Tokugawa Shogunate.  

8. Compare and contrast the political, economic, social, and cultural development of the 

Islamic empires of the early modern era as well as their relations with the European 

states.  

9. Discuss the long and short term causes of the French Revolution and assess its role in 

the political, social, and cultural development of Europe.  

10. Analyze the impact of the French Revolution on the political and economic 

development of the colonial Americas.  

11. Explain the origins, development, and expansion of the industrial revolution and 

analyze its political, economic, and social consequences.  

 12. Compare and contrast the political, economic, and social development of the United 

States, Canada, and Latin American in the nineteenth century.  

 

 

 



 

  13. Analyze the factors that contributed to the decline of the Ottoman Empire, Russian 

empire, China, and Japan in the nineteenth century and explain the reasons for the 

differing responses of China and Japan to European incursions.  

14. Evaluate the motives for New Imperialism, assess its impact on Africa and Asia, 

and discuss the anti-colonial movements that emerged in response.  

15. Analyze the factors that contributed to the outbreak of World War I and the reasons 

for the failure of the peace settlements.  

 16. Analyze the causes of the Russian revolution and examine the establishment of 

communism in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.  

17. Discuss the factors that contributed to the rise of totalitarian regimes in the interwar 

period.  

 18. Explain the Asian and European origins of World War II as well as the course of the 

war and its peace settlements.  

19. Compare and contrast the Russian and Chinese communist revolutions and the 

evolution of communism in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the People’s 

Republic of China.  

20. Trace the origin and course of the Cold War and analyze the reasons for the collapse 

of communist regimes in Eastern and Central Europe and the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics.  

21. Explain the process of post-World War II decolonization and evaluate the colonial 

legacy of the newly independent states of Asia and Africa.  

22. Discuss the regional and global integration of national economies and the social, 

cultural, and environmental impact of globalization. 

 

Student Learning 

Outcomes: Upon completion of History of Modern Civilizations, students will be able to develop 

and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and 

explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns 

in the history of Early Civilizations and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze 

and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis.  

 

 

ADA Statement:  El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students 

with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with 

a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 

identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To  

 make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource 

Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reading: The book we will be using is called The Earth and its Peoples, vol.2 (author: Bulliet). 

The latest edition is the sixth, but the fifth edition will also work. You will be required 

to read approximately one chapter per week. (See the list of assigned readings at the end 

of this syllabus.)  I recommend that you complete the reading assignments after the 

corresponding material is covered in class. Have your class notes with you as you read, 

adding information to these notes as you go along.   

    

Grading: There will be six quizzes that take place every 2-3 weeks. Each will be given during the 

class following the completion of the last topic covered on the quiz. See the syllabus. 

(Quiz #1 will be during the class after "The Development of European Nations" is 

finished; quiz #2 after "East Asia" is completed; etc.)  Quizzes will consist of short 

answer questions relating to material covered in class and the textbook. These will be 

40 points each, with the lowest score being dropped. (So they are worth 200 points 

total.) There will also be a mid-term and a final (worth 100 points each). These will be 

open notes, essay tests in which you choose one question from a list of questions that 

require higher level thinking than simply reciting historical facts.  Tests and quizzes are 

fair and straightforward, but you must know the material to do well. It is very difficult 

to guess. The rest of your grade will be determined by in-class assignments/ pop 

quizzes (worth 50 points total) and class participation (50 points). Absences, tardiness, 

sleeping, eating, cell phone use, and disruption of class will lower the participation 

grade. Consistent participation in class discussions can earn you extra points. An extra 

credit assignment worth up to 25 points will be offered later in the semester. 

 

 

Grades are based on a percentage using the following scale: (Your total points divided 

   by 500) 

90-100  (450 - 500 pts.)  A 

80-89 (400 - 449 pts.)  B 

65-79 (325 - 399 pts.)  C 

50-64 (250 - 324 pts.)  D 

0-49 (0 – 249 pts.)  F 

 

 

Miscellaneous: 

Make-up tests will only be given if you have a good reason for being absent: serious illness, family problem, etc. 

You must be able to verify the excuse in writing. Make-ups for quizzes and in-class assignments will not be 

given for any reason. The lowest quiz score, however, will be dropped, and it is possible to earn extra points on 

in-class assignments/pop quizzes to make up for missed work. Adding and dropping the course are your 

responsibility. I will drop students who miss too many classes or who do not take the mid-term, but any student 

who simply stops attending without dropping is taking the risk of receiving an “F.” (I cannot drop anyone, after 

all, once the drop deadline has passed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

List of Topics and Reading Assignments 

 

Topic        Reading 

 

European Exploration (The Maritime Revolution)  Ch. 16 -17; Ch. 18, pgs. 446-448 

 

The Development of European Nations (1500 - 1770) Ch. 18, pgs. 448-469; Ch. 22, pgs. 514-518 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Quiz 1 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Africa and the Slave Trade (1500-1800)   Ch. 19 

 

Muslim Empires of the Middle East and South Asia  Ch. 20 

 (1500-1750) 

 

East Asia (1500-1800)     Ch. 21 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Quiz 2 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Revolutions (1750-1900)     Ch. 22-23 

 

The Americas (1800-1890)     Ch. 25 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Quiz 3 and the Mid-term 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

European and American Imperialism (1750-1914)  Ch. 26   

 

Major Powers in Eurasia (1800-1900)   Ch. 24; Ch. 27 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Quiz 4 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Causes and Aftermath of World War I (1900-1929) Ch. 28 

 

Social, Political, and Economic Change (1900-1950) Ch. 29 

 

The Depression and World War II (1929-1949)  Ch. 30 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Quiz 5 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Cold War and Decolonization    Ch. 31; Ch. 32, pgs. 818-830 

 

The Challenges of the Modern World   Ch. 32, pgs. 830-845; Ch. 33 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Quiz 6 and Final 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 


