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El Camino College/Spring 2017 

History 102: United States History 1877 to Present 

 
Instructor:  Sandra L. Uribe 

Email:  suribe@elcamino.edu 

Phone: (310) 660-3593 ext.4625 

Office:  ARTB320 

Office Hours:  M 2:40- 3:40 or By appointment 

Section: 2362 

Location:  SOCS123 

Day:   M & W 

Time:  11:15 – 12:40PM

 

Course Description 
 

This course is a chronological survey of American history from 1877 to the present, focusing on 

American social, intellectual, political, economic, and diplomatic institutions. Major topics include 

culture, ethnic and racial diversity, and the role of the United States within the context of world 

history. 
 

Course Objective 
  

1. Describe and assess the process by which the United States was economically transformed and 

modernized in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
 

2. Evaluate major American political, religious, and cultural values for the 1877 to 1914 period. 
 

3. Compare and contrast the changing demography of America from 1877 to 1914 and from 1945 to 

the present. 
 

4. Determine the processes of assimilation and acculturation expected of immigrants to the United 

States from 1900 to the present. 
 

5. Discuss and evaluate the interaction of majority and minority groups during the 20th century. 
 

6. Identify and analyze the causation, sequence of events, concepts, development, and impact of 

various American political reform movements, such as Populism, Progressivism, the New Deal, the 

Fair Deal, Civil Rights, and the Great Society. 
 

7. Conceptualize and discuss the meaning of conservatism, liberalism, and radicalism in American 

history from the post-World War II era to the present. 
 

8. Discuss the evolution of gender roles and evaluate the efforts and impact of feminists in the United 

States from 1877 through the contemporary period. 
 

9. Summarize and analyze the development of American foreign policy since 1890, including 

imperial expansion and the rise of the United States as a world power and leader among a large 

community of nations. 
 

10. Trace and evaluate United States diplomacy and armed conflict through isolationism, imperialism, 

and collective security policies of the 20th century. 
 

11. Compare and contrast the core political and philosophical ideas and modes of expression in 

American culture in the 20th century. 

 

mailto:suribe@elcamino.edu
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Student Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of United States History 1877 to the present, students will be able to develop and 

persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, 

economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in United States history from 1877 to 

the present and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/secondary sources 

as evidence to support the thesis. 
 

Required Textbook 
 

Required: 

Hoffman, Elizabeth Cobbs, Edward J. Blum, and Jon Gjerde. Major Problems in 

American History, Vol. II: Since 1865.  4th ed. Boston: Cengage Learning, 2017. 

ISBN: 9781305585300 

 

Recommended: 

Brinkley, Alan. The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People 

          Volume 2: From 1865. 8th ed. New York: McGraw Hill, 2016. 

ISBN:781259284755 
 

Grading 
 

Grade Distribution 
 

Course Assignments Points Weight 

Exams (5 x 40) 200 40% 

Research Paper  100 20% 

Response Papers (3 x 30) 90 18% 

Assignments/Participation 110 22% 
 

  

Total 500 100% 

 

Grade Range 

 

A 100 – 90% 500 – 450 pts 

B 89 – 80% 449 – 400 pts  

C 79 – 70% 399 – 350 pts  

D 69 – 60% 349 – 300 pts 

F 59- Below  299 – Below pts 
 

 

ADA Statement 
 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for student with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor.  A student with a disability, who would like to 

request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and 

the Special Resources Center.   

 

To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center at (310) 

660-3295. 

 

Academic and Student Support 
 

Academic support is available to El Camino College students in a variety of areas, from tutoring and 

writing assistance to computer and copying services. Some services are available on a drop-in basis; 

others require an appointment. All students are advised to take advantage of these free and/or low-cost 

services. 
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The Writing Center 

Humanities 122 | (310) 660-3873 | http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/humanities/writingcenter/  

 

The Writing Center offers free assistance in all aspects of the writing process, from pre-writing to full 

draft writing conferences. Students can also find help with grammar and using MLA or APA 

documentation. Computers are available for word processing (Microsoft Word) and research. 
 

Attendance Policy 
 

Your attendance is mandatory and will be recorded at each class meeting, this may occur at the 

beginning or at the end of the course.  Please arrive to class on time and stay the entire class period 

because you will miss out on important information that is announced and/or explained at the 

beginning of class and end of the class.  

 

The instructor may drop students whose absences exceed 15% of the scheduled class meeting time. 

Excused absences will still count towards this total. Religious observances, jury duty and military duty, 

however, are excused (but students need to show proof). The student should inform their instructors 

prior to such an absence. After an absence, it is the responsibility of the student to consult with the 

instructor regarding the completion of missed assignments.  
 

Academic Honesty Policy 

 

It is the responsibility of all members of the academic community to behave in a manner, which 

encourages learning and promotes honesty. El Camino College places a high value on the integrity of 

its student scholars.  When an instructor determines that there is evidence of dishonesty in any 

academic work (including, but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of exam materials), 

disciplinary actions appropriate to the misconduct as defined in BP 5500 may be taken.  A failing 

grade on an assignment in which academic dishonesty has occurred and suspension from class are 

among the disciplinary actions for academic dishonesty (AP 5520).  Students with any questions about 

the Academic Honesty or discipline policies are encouraged to speak with their instructor in advance. 
 

Examples of Cheating or Plagiarism  
1. Representing the words, ideas or work of another as one’s own in any academic exercise, including 

the use of commercial term paper companies or online sources for essays, term papers, or research 

papers, whether free or paid.  

2. Copying from another student or former student or allowing another student to copy from one’s 

work.  

3. Allowing another individual to assume one’s identity or assuming the identity of another 

individual.  

4. Falsifying or attempting to falsify attendance records and/or grade rosters.  

5. Changing answers on a previously scored test, assignment or experiment with the intent to defraud.  

6. Inventing data for the purpose of completing a laboratory experiment or case study analysis with 

the intent to defraud.  

7. Giving and/or receiving information during an examination or test by any means such as sign 

language, hand signals, secret codes or through the use of electronic devices.  

8. Obtaining copies of notes, exams or exam questions by any means when prohibited by the 

instructor. This includes copying and removing exam questions from the classroom for any 

purpose.  

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/AP%205520%20Student%20Discipline%20%20Due%20Process%20Procedures.pdf
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9. Using study aids such as calculators, tape recorders, notes or other electronic devices unless 

specifically authorized by the instructor.  

10. Handing in the same paper or other assignment in more than one class when prohibited by the 

instructor.  

11. Any action that is not an honest reflection of a student’s own academic work. 
 

Class Expectations 
 

Assignments  

The papers for this class will be submitted via Turnitin.com and in hard copy to the instructor, if not 

submitted into Turnitin.com, students will not receive credit for the assignment. If you have technical 

problems, email instructor. Assignments submitted must be in MLA format or they will not be read. 

Students must write papers using standard programs such as MS Word or create a PDF file.  
 

Turnitin.com software will scan your papers to determine the degree to which you may have copied the 

work of others. Be sure to put what you learn in your own words as well as cite information properly. 

If your paper contains plagiarism, then you will receive little or no credit for the entire paper.  
 

After submitting a paper, Turnitin.com will generate an “Originality Report”. (It may take some time – 

it will take minutes, not hours.) Acceptable work should be in the “blue” or “green” range – not 

red, orange, or yellow – and there should be no large sections of text that are identified as copied. In 

other words, possibly copied text should be short quotations or phrases and spread throughout the 

paper.  For more clarification on how to properly format and cite papers visit, Purdue Online Writing 

Lab at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/.  
 

After submitting a paper, you will have the opportunity to view the “Originality Report” and use it to 

identify the problematic parts of your paper. You may then revise and resubmit your paper. (To 

resubmit, just follow the instructions for submitting the paper again.) Your instructor will only get to 

see your paper on the due date for the paper, so they will only see the last version of the paper that was 

uploaded into Turnitin.com. 
 

Below please find the Class ID and Password for Turnitin.com, which is required for this course: 
 

 Turnitin Class ID: 14614870 

 Turnitin Password: HIST102 
 

Note: Any technical problems submitting assignments to Turnitin.com must be reported immediately 

to instructor’s email before the close of the assignment. 
 

In-class assignments are due at the end of class. In-class-assignments count as class participation; 

therefore, if students are not in class it is not possible to make up the in-class-assignments. 
 

Assignments must adhere to all requirements; any missing prerequisite will affect the assignment’s 

grade.  
 

Exams 

In order to do well on the exams be sure to do each week’s readings (prior to class meetings), come to 

class, and take good notes. If a student is absent the day of the exam, it is the student’s responsibility to 

contact the instructor to coordinate a make-up time for the exam.  If the instructor is not contacted 

before or on the day of the exam, no make-up will be allowed. You may use one handwritten page 

of notes during your exam.    

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
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Deadlines  
Deadlines are final. Work turned in after a deadline will be subject to a 5 % reduction per day late. No 

work will be accepted one week after the due date. It is your responsibility to have all works in on 

time, no exceptions. 
 

Late Assignments 

All late assignments must be submitted to the “LATE FOLDER” in Turnitin.com. No work will be 

accepted one week after the due date. Bring a hard copy when you return to class. 

 

Important Dates 

 

Washington's Day Holiday (Campus Closed)  Monday, February 20, 2017 

Last Day to Add (Full Semester Courses)   Friday, February 24, 2017 

Last Day to Drop/be Eligible for Enrollment Fee Refund* Friday, February 24, 2017 

Last Day to Drop Without Notation on Permanent Record* Friday, February 24, 2017 

Last Day to Apply for Spring Degrees and Certificates Friday, March 3, 2017 

Spring Recess (No Classes)     Saturday-Friday, April 8-14, 2017 

Last Day to Drop with a "W"     Friday, May 12, 2017 

Memorial Day Holiday (Campus Closed)   Monday, May 29, 2017 

Commencement      Friday, June 9, 2017 

Spring Semester Ends      Friday, June 9, 2017 

 

Official withdrawal from class must be processed through the MyECC student portal. Failure to 

complete this process may result in the assignment of a letter grade of A through F. It is the student’s 

responsibility to process a withdrawal. A student may also be dropped by the instructor 

if the student has excessive absences. Do not assume that instructors will automatically drop you for 

non-attendance.  

 

Classroom Environment  
 

 It is imperative to respect the opinions of others and to maintain civility and courtesy toward fellow 

class members, visitors and the instructor.  
 

 If you do not adhere to the course policies, you will be asked to leave the class. 
 

 Turn down all cell phones or media devices before entering class.  
  

 Please refrain from using computers or tablets in class, unless otherwise stated by instructor.  
 

 Pick-up after yourself.  
 

 No texting during examinations.  
 

 If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to contact the instructor for class announcements.   

 

Please remember the most important rule of all, “I forgot” or “I didn’t know” are NO EXCUSE. If 

you have a question, please ASK!  
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Course Schedule 
 

Week 1: February 13 & 15 
Topic: Introduction| Primary vs Secondary Sources| Reconstruction (1865-1877) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Introduction” (p. xvii-xx); “Chapter 1: Reconstruction,1865-1877” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for the Introduction 

Register on Turnitin.com 

DUE DATE: Wednesday, February 15 (before midnight) WORTH: 10 Points 
 

Week 2: February 22 

Topic: Western Expansion (1870-1890) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 2: Western Settlement and the Frontier” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 2.        
 

Week 3: February 27 & March 1 
Topic: Industrialization/Urban Development/New Immigration (1870-1890) 

Reading: “Chapter 3: Industrialization, Workers, and the New Immigration” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 3 

Response Paper #1  

 DUE DATE: Wednesday, March 1 (beginning of class)  WORTH: 30 Points 

Exam #1         

 DATE: Wednesday, March 1 (during class)   WORTH: 40 Points 
 

Week 4: March 6 & 8 
Topic: American Overseas Expansion (1890-1900) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 4: Imperialism and World Power” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 4 
 

Week 5: March 13 & 15 
Topic: Progressivism and Reform (1900-1916) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 5: The Progressive Movement” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 5 
 

Week 6: March 20 & 22 
Topic: America and the Great War (1916-1920) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 6: America in World War I” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 6 

Exam #2         

 DATE: Wednesday, March 22 (during class)   WORTH: 40 Points 
 

Week 7: March 27 & 29 

Topic: Roaring Twenties (1920-1929) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 7: Crossing a Cultural Divide: The Twenties” 

Assignment: Read and take notes for Ch. 7 
 

Week 8: April 3 & 5 

Topic: The Great Depression | New Deal (1929-1940) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 8: The Depression, The New Deal, And Franklin D. Roosevelt” 

Assignment: Read and take notes for Ch. 8 

Topic Selection Assignment  

 DUE DATE: Wednesday, April 5 (beginning of class)  WORTH: 20 Points 
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SPRING BREAK – April 8-14, 2017 

 

Week 9: April 17 & 19 
Topic: World War II (1941-1945) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 9: The Ordeal of World War II” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 9 
 

Week 10: April 24 & 26 
Topic: Cold War (1945-1953) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 10: The Cold War and The Nuclear Age” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 10 

Response Paper #2 

 DUE DATE: Wednesday, April 26 (beginning of class)  WORTH: 30 Points 

Exam #3         

 DATE: Wednesday, April 26 (during class)   WORTH: 40 Points 
 

Week 11: May 1 & 3 
Topic: Post World War (1953-1960) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 11: The Post-War ‘Boom’: Affluence and Anxiety” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 11 
 

Week 12: May 8 & 10 
Topic: The Sixties (1960-1969)  

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 12: ‘We Can Do Better’: The Civil Rights Revolution”; Hoffman, 

                       “Chapter 13: The Sixties: Left, Right, And The Culture Wars” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 12 & 13 

Research Paper Draft  

 DUE DATE: Wednesday, May 10 (beginning of class)  WORTH: 30 Points 
 

Week 13: May 15 & 17 
Topic: Vietnam 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 14: Vietnam and the Downfall of Presidents” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 14 

Exam #4         

 DATE: Wednesday, May 17 (during class)   WORTH: 40 Points 
 

Week 14: May 22 & 24 

Topic: The New Right (1969-1988) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 15: The Rise of the New Right.” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 15 
 

Week 15: May 31 
Topic: End of Cold War (1989-) 

Reading: Hoffman, “Chapter 16: End of the Cold War, Terrorism, and Globalization” 

Assignment(s): Read and take notes for Ch. 16 

Research Paper Final (5-7 pages)   

 DUE DATE: Wednesday, May 31 (beginning of class)  WORTH: 100 Points 
 

Week 16: June 5 & 7 

Assignment(s):  

Response Paper #3 
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 DUE DATE: Monday, June 5 (beginning of class)  WORTH: 30 Points 

Exam #5          WORTH: 40 Points 

 DATE: Wednesday, June 7 (during class) 

  

**The schedule above is a tentative schedule; dates, readings and assignments may change.  I 

will not move due dates without giving you at least one week notice.  

 

Response Papers: 
There are three (3) response papers (roughly1 ½ - 2 pages) in length that will be worth 30 points each.  

The assignment is designed to allow you to reflect on the readings, class lectures and discussion as 

well as film clips. Each paper must incorporate and utilize both text and lectures for full points.  See 

“Course Schedule” for due dates. 

 

*Extra credit (5 pts) will be provided to students that take their papers to the Writing Center prior to 

the assignment being due.  Make the changes accordingly.  Students must show proof of visit and 

staple revisions to final copy.   

 

Research Paper: 

The research paper will be (5 -7 pages) in length that will be worth 100 points.  You will utilize 

traditional research methods.  Your paper must incorporate at least five (5) credible sources; one of 

those sources needs to come from your textbook.  The topic of your research paper is going to be your 

choice, but needs to be approved by the instructor.  The topic of discussion for your paper must fall 

between, 1865- 2000, which discusses a topic in United States history. This assignment will 

incorporate pre-writing elements such as:  Research Paper Topic Selection (20 points) and Research 

Paper Draft (30 points). See “Course Schedule” for due dates. 

 

*Extra credit (5 pts) will be provided to students that take their papers to the Writing Center prior to 

the assignment being due.  Make the changes accordingly.  Students must show proof of visit and 

staple revisions to final copy.   
 

Exams: 

There are five (5) exams that will be given during the semester; they are worth 40 points each for a 

total of 200 points.  In order to do well on the exams be sure to do each week’s readings (prior to class 

meeting), come to class, and take good notes. You may use one handwritten page of notes during 

your exam.    
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Instructions for Turnitin.com 
 

Creating a Turnitin.com Account  

If you have used Turnitin.com in another class, then you already have an account and can skip these 

instructions.  
 

If you have never used Turnitin.com to submit a paper in another class, then you must first create an 

account. Click on the create account link at the top of the Turnitin.com webpage, and follow the 

instructions.  

1. 1)  Click “Student”  

2. 2)  Enter class ID number  

3. 3)  Enter class Password  

4. 4)  Create your own Password  

5. 5)  Answer a security question  

6. 6)  Click agreement to terms of usage  

 

Enrolling in the Class in Turnitin.com  

If you already have a Turnitin account, you must “enroll” yourself in History 102 in to access the 

assignments for appropriate submittal/uploading.  
 

1. Log into Turnitin.com 

2. Click on the enroll in a class tab on the student homepage. 

3. Enter the class ID and enrollment password for the class: 

4. Click submit to enroll in the class and add it to the student user homepage.  
 

Submitting a Paper in Turnitin.com  
To submit a paper:  

1. Click on the name of the class.  

2. Click on the Submit button to the right of the assignment name.  

3. Select single file upload from the choose a paper submission method pull down menu.  

4. Click the Browse button and select the file to upload. Fill in the submission title field with the 

name of the paper.  

5. Click upload to upload the file. A status bar will appear displaying the upload progress.  

6. Review the preview panel. This is a text only version of the paper being uploaded. Confirm that 

it is the correct version of the file to send. (The complete paper with formatting will be 

uploaded and will be available to you and the instructor in Turnitin.)  

7. Click the submit button.  

8. After the submission has been completed, a digital receipt is displayed on screen. A copy is 

also sent via e-mail to the address that was used as your login. Save the receipt and the paper 

ID it contains: this is your proof of a completed submission.  
 

Viewing the Originality Report for Your Paper  
After submitting a paper, Turnitin will automatically generate an “Originality Report”. After 

submitting the report, click on the Class Porfolio tab on the upper left and you will see that your paper 

is “processing”. It may take some time – it will take minutes (10 minutes or more), not hours; be 

patient.  
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MLA Template Example 

 
 

Adopted from Northampton Community College: Library Services Learning Center 

https://www.northampton.edu/Documents/Subsites/Library/Citing/MLA%20Format%20-

%20NCC%20Library%20Handout%20(new).pdf 


