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The mission of the El Camino College/Compton Education Center Childhood Education Program is to provide relevant 
coursework, exemplary role models, and sound pedagogy to successfully prepare childhood educators to earn the 
required permits or degrees that will enable them to teach in diverse settings, to positively influence students and 
families in their communities, and to serve as advocates for children and the childhood education profession.  

 

     Child Development 169 – Special Education Practicum 
Spring 2017 

Section Number: 2191 Units:3  
Class Day and Time 3.5 hours per week TBA   

Class Meeting:  Thursdays 4:00 to 6:05 
Location: ARTB 317 

 
 

Instructor:  Janet Young, Ed.D  
Office:        ARTB 326B  
Phone:       310 660-3593 ext. 3613  
Email:        jyoung@elcamino.edu 
                    

Office Hours 
Tuesday    12:00 -1:00pm (online)  
                   1:00 -2:00 pm 
Wednesday 9:00 to 10:00am (online) 

Thursday 2:30 to 3:30pm (online) 
                  3:30 to 4:00pm 
Friday  9:00 to 9:30 am 

 

 
 
Prerequisite: Child Development 150 or 152; Child Development 104, 107,108 and 110; One course from 
Child Development 116, 117, 118, or 119 with a minimum grade C. 
 

 
Proof of a current negative T.B. test and immunizations are required on the first day of class.   
 
Note:   This course includes 3.5 hours of work in a special education classroom under the direction of a 
mentor teacher and a class meeting each week.  The practicum may not be conducted in your own classroom 
at your worksite.  
 

O Online Course Materials -CANVAS 

HOW TO LOG INTO CANVAS 
Click on this URL or cut and paste it into your browser. 

https://elcamino.instructure.com/login/saml 
 

Use your MyECC User Name and Password (This is different than ETUDES) 
 

Need to Reset Your User Name or Password?  See instructions on the MyECC Home Screen.  

 

  

El Camino College 
Childhood Education Department 

http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/behavioralsocial/childhooded/index.asp 
 

Preparing Childhood Education Professionals and Life-long Learners 

mailto:jyoung@elcamino.edu
https://elcamino.instructure.com/login/saml
http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/behavioralsocial/childhooded/index.asp
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Catalog Description 

This practicum provides students with supervised experience working with infants, toddlers and young 
children with special needs in a variety of early intervention and educational settings such as self-contained or 
fully-included day care programs, regional centers or early childhood classrooms. Students will assist in the 
planning and implementation of intervention strategies and will work collaboratively with families as well as 
early intervention and special education professionals. Students will develop communication skills that are 
culturally sensitive towards the unique needs of children and families of children with special needs. 
 
SLO #1 Understanding Disabilities Demonstrate an understanding and sensitivity toward children with 
special needs and their families as they relate to the special education classroom. 
 
SLO #2 Self-Assessing Teaching Critically assess one’s own teaching experiences to guide and inform 
practice in relation to working with children with special needs and their families. 
 
SLO #3 Approaches and Strategies Apply a variety of effective approaches, strategies, and techniques 
 that support positive learning experiences for children with special needs. 

 
Course Objectives 
 
1. Assist in the implementation and design of an individualized intervention program such as the Individualized Family Service Plan 
(IFSP) and Individualized Education Plan (IEP).  
 
2. Apply techniques for assisting teachers in the assessment of infants, toddlers, and young children with special needs.  
 
3. Create and adapt instructional and/or curriculum objectives for typically and atypically developing infants, toddlers, and young 
children. 
 
 4. Demonstrate appropriate guidance strategies for infants and young children with special needs in a classroom setting.  
 
5. Implement intervention strategies for infants, toddlers and young children with special needs.  
 
6. Collect and analyze data to determine the progress of infants, toddlers and young children with special needs.  
 
7. Create and implement criteria for evaluating effective teaching methods for infants, toddlers and young children with special needs.  
 
8. Develop and adapt instructional and/or curriculum objectives for typical and atypical infants, toddlers, and young children.  
 
9. Examine the need for cultural sensitivity in working with parents of children with special needs.  
 
10. Collaborate and communicate with other professionals such as speech therapists or school psychologists in the field of special 
education and related services.  
 
11. Identify best practices in early special education and early intervention. 
 
 12. Research professional opportunities in the field of special education.  
 
13. Develop a professional portfolio as preparation for employment. 
 

Important Dates 

Last Day to Drop Without Notation on Record  
and Enrollment Fee Refund 

Friday, January 29, 2016 

Last Day to Apply for Spring Degree or Certificate Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Last Day to Drop with a “W” Friday, April 15, 2016 
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Incomplete Policy  
Incompletes are available for extreme emergencies.  If you request an incomplete, the coursework must be 
completed by the end of the following semester.  
 
My ECC 
Students may access MYECC for email, and other services such as adding, dropping, and paying for classes, 
and obtaining unofficial transcripts.  Go to www.elcamino.edu.  Click on MYECC.    
 
Students with Special Needs/ADA Statement  
 El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 
upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 
the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 
Special Resources Center.  
 
Academic Honesty    
The El Camino and Compton Education Center faculty, staff, and administration are dedicated to 
maintaining an optimal learning environment and will not tolerate academic dishonesty. Each student is 
responsible for his/her own work, including test answers, written assignments, and oral presentations.  
Students are expected to cite and reference their material. When you are quoting another author, either 
directly or indirectly, always reference them by using a citation. Plagiarism is not acceptable.  If a student 
plagiarizes, the student will be assigned an automatic zero on the paper with no possibility of resubmitting 
the assignment. A guideline for APA style cite and references will be provided to avoid issues of 
plagiarism and to develop one’s skill for proper writing technique. If you have any questions about what 
constitutes plagiarism or cheating, please ask the instructor.  These standards will be discussed in class.   
 

 
Classroom Rules of Conduct  
Arrive on time and stay for the entire class.  
Turn off and put away all cell phones and other electronic equipment. 
Refrain from engaging in side conversations. 
Respect one another’s opinions. 
Actively participate in all group activities and cooperative learning activities. 
 
Folders   
Each student will receive a folder for this class which will include a grading sheet and a communication sheet.  
This system will allow you to keep track of your attendance and your grade throughout the class.   Pick up 
your folder at the beginning of each class and return it at the end of the class meeting.  Be sure to initial your 
attendance for each class.  

 

 

http://www.elcaminio.edu/
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Assignment and Evaluation Overview 
 
Practicum: 

 Complete (3.5 hours per week) of student teaching for a total of 45 hours 

 Assist the teacher as he/she deems appropriate  
 

Assignments 
1. Journal Entries (submitted weekly)  
2.  Research Project  
3.  Professional Portfolio 
4. Practicum Site Program PowerPoint 

 
 

Grading Criteria 
1. Students will be observed by the college instructor during the semester.   
2. All assignments must be complete in order to receive a passing semester grade.  
3. Final grades will be based on both written work and demonstrated skills as a teacher of young 

children.  Evaluation of demonstrated skills will be based on observation by the college instructor 
and mentor teacher. 
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Child Development 125   - Weekly Schedule  

Week Date Topic/Activity Due Dates 

1 2/16 Course Overview  and Course Packets  
Mentor  - Placements  Part One 

 

2 2/23 Placements Part Two   
Evaluation Forms Discussed 

Journal 1 Due: What Do You Expect to 
Gain from this Class? 

3 3/2 Review of Activity Plan Format  
Self-Evaluations, and Transitions 

Journal 2 Due: When Did You First Decide 
to Become a Teacher?  

4 3/9 Creative Art and Creative Movement 
Developing a Professional Portfolio 
Groups Selected for Portfolio Review   

Journal 3 Due: Identifying  Personal 
Characteristics 

5 3/16 Praise and Competition in the Classroom/ 
Importance of Play 

Journal 4 Due: Curriculum Planning 

6 3/23  Philosophy Statement Exercise 
Writing a Resume Workshop 

Journal 5 Due: Over-Praising Children 
Competition in the Classroom 

7 3/30 Placement Reviews – Student Groups 
We Are All Special Education Teachers 

Journal 6 Due: Writing a Philosophy 
Statement 

8 4/6 ECERS  Workshop    Journal 7 Due: We Are All Special Ed 
Teachers 
Midterm Evaluation Due 

 4/13 SPRING BREAK 

9 4/20 Child Development Permit In-Service  
 

Journal 8 Due:  Where Do You See 
Yourself in 5 years?  
Philosophy Statement Due 

10 4/27 Professional Growth Advisors   
Class Celebration Planning 
How to Say Goodbye to the Children 
Invitations and Parking Passes for Mentor 
PowerPoint Presentations CDEV 169 

Journal 9 Due: Child Development Permit 
In-Service  
 

11 5/4 Portfolio Review  Portfolio Review – Group A  
Journal 10 Due: Defending the Child’s 
Right to Play  

12 5/11 Portfolio Review  Portfolio Review – Group B 
Journal 10 Due: Defending the Child’s 
Right to Play 

13 5/18 PowerPoint Presentations CDEV 125 
Preparation for Director’s Panel 

Journal 11 Due: Strengths Emerging as a 
Preschool Teacher 

    14 5/25 Director’s Panel Journal 12 Due: Message to Mentor 

15 6/1 Special Topics Journal 13 Due: Director’s Panel  

16 6/8 Class Celebration – Certificates of Completion Presented  
Final Evaluations and All Work Due – No late work accepted.  

 



                                                                                                                                                                           

6 

 

 

El Camino College                 CDEV 169         Spring 2017       Section 2191   Janet Young, Ed.D. 

Child Development Practicum Grading Sheet    
 
Write Your Name Here _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Important Dates 

Last Day to Drop with No Notification on Transcript  
and Enrollment Fee Refund 

Friday, February 24th  

Last Day to Apply for Spring Certificate or Graduation  Friday, March 3rd  

Last Day to Drop with a “W”  Friday, May 12th  
 
 
Please initial your attendance at each class meeting.   
 

2/16 2/23 
 

3/2 
  
 

3/9 
 

3/16 3/23 3/30 4/6 
 
 

4/13 4/27 
 
 

5/4 5/11 
 

5/18 
  

5/25 6/1 
 

6/8 
Class 

Celebration 

 
 

Assignment    

 Points  
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Participation and Attendance ( 5 x 16 class meetings)  80  

Journal Entries   (10 points x 13 entries)    
 
 

130 

 

1. 2/23 
 

2.      3/2 
 
 

3.      
3/9 
 

4. 3/16 5.     3/23 6.     3/30 7. 4/6 

8. 4/20 9.  4/27 10.   5/4 or 5/11 
  

 

11.     
5/18 
 
 

12. 5/25 13. 6/1 

Mid Term Evaluation  Form Approx 4/6      120  

Professional Portfolio Professional Portfolio   
 (11/10 or 11/17  Write  in date.)    

  100  

Practicum Site Program PowerPoint 4/27 100  

Research Project    6/1 100  

Final Evaluation Form  6/8 120  

Professionalism Points -50 Deducted for each occurrence  
(If not at site on assigned day/time and did not call or text instructor prior to a 
visit.)    

   

                                                                                                                          TOTAL   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

        
_________________TOTAL POINTS ______________FINAL GRADE  

Grading Scale 
   675 to 750 = A 
   600 to 674 = B  

525 to 599 = C                                      
450 to 524 = D 

   Below 450 = F 
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                             Child Development Practicum        

 
               Responsibilities of Student Teachers 
 

1. The student is to be at his/her school each week for the entire college semester on the 
assigned day for the complete morning session.  The student is expected to arrive at the 
designated time and remain after the morning session for discussion of the day and 
evaluation by the mentor teacher.  This time can also be spent making future plans. 

 
2. In case of any necessary absence such as illness, the student is responsible for notifying the 

mentor teacher and the college instructor.  The student should arrange to make up the time 
lost. 

 
3. The student should arrive at school rested, relaxed, and well-groomed.  The student should 

be well prepared for the day with all necessary materials at hand. 
 

4. All learning experience plans are to be presented to the mentor teacher a minimum of one 
week in advance for approval. This allows time for discussion, approval or disapproval, or for 
making changes.  

 
5. Students should revise the activity plan format based on recommendations of the mentor. 

 
6. The student should make every effort to coordinate learning experiences with those planned 

by the mentor teacher.   
 

7. The student will present a minimum of 8 pre-approved activity plans during the semester. 
He/she will be an active assistant to the teacher at all other times, helping with individual 
children or groups, supervising activities, setting up, and cleaning up.  As a student gains 
confidence and demonstrates capabilities, he/she will assume increasing responsibility for the 
activities of the day.  

 
8. The student will also spend time observing the children and taking notes for the Observation 

Assignment. This time should be arranged between the student and the mentor teacher. 
 

9. Eventually, students should plan and implement the entire program for 2 mornings (or 
afternoons if applicable) and assume responsibility for the class with the mentor teacher 
acting as his/her assistant.  The point at which the student may assume this role may vary 
according to individual capabilities and the particular school situation.  The mentor can adjust 
these dates accordingly.  

 
10. Students are expected to have a repertoire of finger plays, songs, and stories always ready 

for use.  Students should take books, pictures, and teacher-made materials to enrich the 
school experience in addition to the scheduled learning experiences of the day. 

 
11. Students should attend staff meetings, parent meetings, and parent/teacher conferences 

when possible. 
 

12. Students are to provide the mentor with the time sheet and all evaluation forms.  
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Responsibilities of Mentor Teachers (CDEV 169) 

 
The mentor teacher should provide the new student teacher with a list of names and ages of 
children, the daily schedule, and information about rules and policies of the program.  A parent or 
staff handbook will be helpful to the student. 

 
Make specific arrangements about how you and your student teacher should contact each other if 
either of you will be absent on the student’s assigned teaching day.  The student cannot be 
evaluated by any one other than the designated mentor teacher. 
 
During the semester, the student’s will closely observe the children and your interactions with them.   
They will participate in learning activities with the children to the extent to which you will allow.  
 
 
The student is required to conduct observations and complete a research project based on one of 
the disabilities that your program serves.  
 
.   
The mentor teacher is expected to complete an evaluation check list at midterm and at the end the 
class.  In addition, it would be most helpful if the Mentor can provide the student with feedback each 
week in relation to his/her interactions with the children. Please share information about the children, 
your techniques, strategies, and philosophy to provide greater understanding for the student. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

If any questions or concerns, please contact 
562 355-0368  or  jyoung@elcamino.edu 

 

mailto:jyoung@elcamino.edu
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Things to Do Before You Begin Student Teaching 
 

 
 

1. Make sure you have proof of your negative T.B. test to bring to the school site on your first 
visit.   
 

2. Have your immunization records on hand. This is a new requirement as of Fall 2016 for State 
and Federally funded programs such as Head Start.  
 

3. Call your assigned school to make an appointment for an observation. Be sure to get specific 
directions to the school, the time you should arrive, information about parking, and the person 
to ask for when you arrive. 

 
4. Fill out your contact information on the form provided and have it and your time sheet ready 

for your mentor. 
 

5. Prepare one Activity Plan to give to your mentor teacher on your first or second visit so that 
he/she can review the format and recommend any changes. 

 
6. Purchase a 3-ring notebook and begin collecting materials for your portfolio immediately. 

Bring your portfolio to class each week. 
 
7. Review all due dates and make a plan to keep current with all assignments. 

 
8. Anticipate that you will have a positive learning experience. 
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First School Visit -- Things to Do 
 
 

1. Obtain a list of children’s names and ages (if possible). 
 

2. Find out where inside and outside supplies and materials are located. 
 

3. Obtain a copy of the classroom schedule. 
 

4. Ask about and observe inside and outside rules. 
 

5. Obtain a parent or staff handbook to read at a later time. 
 

6. Find out the procedure for fire and earthquake drills. 
 

7. Find out where first aid kits are located and who should administer first aid. 
 

8. Ask about a dress code for staff. 
 

9. Ask about procedure for suspected child abuse.  To who do your report? 
 

10. Determine, with mentor teacher, your arrival and departure times for your student teaching 
days. 

 
11. Determine where to keep your time sheet and personal belongings. 

 
12. Determine whom to contact if you are going to miss your student teaching days. 

 
13. Review the activity plan with your mentor teacher and make revisions to the format based 

on her/his recommendations.  
 

14. Determine a time when you can meet with your mentor teacher for your evaluation.  Ideally, 
this evaluation meeting should happen immediately following your student teaching. 

 
15. Find out how your mentor teacher plans curriculum, i.e., thematic, High Scope, etc.  Find 

out your coordinating teacher’s future curriculum plans.  Be cooperative in your planning. 
 

16. Ask policies about field trips, guests, and food preparation.  
 

17. Observe the staff to determine how challenging behavior of children is handled. 
 

18. Observe the children.  Get to know them as quickly as possible.  Learn children’s names. 
 

19. Ask any questions you have about the program. 
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Assignments and Supporting Materials 
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El Camino College                       Childhood Education Department 

 

Activity Plan Guidelines 

CDEV 169 Students will not be implementing Activity Plans during the practicum.   

This information is for use in the future.  

 

 

The purpose of this assignment is for you to develop skill in planning appropriate activities for young children 

in early childhood education programs.  Detailed, creative and thoughtful planning and implementation of 

activities enables teachers to provide the optimal environment for children’s growth and development. 

 

 

Theme:  Choose a theme or main topic that will be of interest to children. The theme ought to be 

comprehensive enough to extend to all curriculum areas, not just the curriculum area of the Activity Plan. 

 

Curriculum Area:  State the curriculum area such as “Language Arts,” “Creative Movement,”                

                                 or “Science and Math.” 

 

Activity:    Give the activity a brief title that identifies it for the children, i.e. “Finger Painting 

        with Hand Lotion,” or “Rhythmic activity with Instruments.” 

 

Number of Children:  State how many children can participate in this activity at one time. 

                                      

 

Ages of Children:  State the age group for which this activity is appropriate. Be sure to use a   

                                realistic age range (3-6 is too broad). 

 

Materials Needed:   
 

A. List all materials that will be needed to implement this activity.  

 

B. List the items needed for the procedure section only (not the 5 themed based activity section). If you 

write about using something in the procedure/plan implementation section, you need to list it under 

materials.  (ie: cd player, furniture, scarves, etc.) 

 

C. Do not list the materials used to MAKE the project. Rather list what you will need to USE the activity 

with the children (ie: don’t list all of the materials needed to make the insect cage the week before, just 

list “1 insect cage”).   

 

D. List all books APA style.  The format should be the following for APA: 

 

                     Author, A.A. (Year of publication). Title of work. City, State: Publisher. 

           Be sure to italicize book titles throughout your assignment. 

 

 

Advanced Preparation:  Describe anything you need to do to prepare for the activity before the (children 

arrive) activity begins. Including children in advance preparation is appropriate. 
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Developmental Objectives:   
 

A. Base objectives on skills children will develop.  Include how they will be accomplished.  Please write 

objectives in complete sentences and number each objective.  For example: 

                        

                        By participating in this activity children will: 

1. develop auditory discrimination skills by identifying 

soft and loud sounds.     

2. enhance fine motor skills as they perform the fingerplay. 

                         

B. Try listing at least one objective that is related to the class you are enrolled in (ie: speaking, listening, 

reading, or writing for Language Arts OR some type of music objective for the Music and Movement 

class). Ensure that each objective listed is really a focus of the plan.  

 

C. Make sure you write the developmental objective statement using phrases such as… 

a. As a result of participating in this activity, children will…. 

 

D. “Having Fun” is not an educational objective and “The dark is scary” is not a concept. These are 

subjective statements.  Objectives must define goals for growth and development and concepts are 

factual. 

 

E. Do not begin objectives with the word “learn” (also: know, understand, etc.) 

 

F. List 3-4 objectives. 

 

G. Try to use different verbs (such as “develop” in the above example) for each objective. 

            Sample verbs to consider are listed in the box below. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Concepts:  Concepts are age appropriate facts or bits of information you want children to  

                   learn by participating in this activity. Concepts should fit the child’s level of  

                   thinking. Use age appropriate vocabulary, etc. when writing your concepts.   

                   Try to list at least 3-4 concepts. Also, please number concepts and state them in  

                   complete sentences.  For example: 

 

1. Ladybugs have 2 sets of wings.  

2. Ladybugs eat aphids. 

3. Plants need water, sunshine, and soil to grow. 

 

Do not use the word “their” when referring to concepts. Children do not own the concepts. 

 

          NO:  “practice their alphabet.” 

          YES:  “practice recognizing the shapes of the alphabet letters.” 

Sample Verbs:  acquire, analyze, classify, communicate, compare, compute, create, 

define, demonstrate, describe, develop, discuss, discover, draw conclusions, 

experiment, enhance, explore, hypothesize, infer, increase, investigate, listen, measure, 

observe, organize, predict, promote, question, record, strengthen, use, verify 
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Plan Implementation:   
 

Give a step-by-step description of how you will implement the activity.  Please number each step (1, 2, 3, etc.).  

Include the following:      

 

 Introduction to theme:  Explain how you will introduce the theme.  This can be  

                                                 done prior to, or at the beginning of the activity. 

                                                              

 Procedures:      Be specific enough so that someone else could implement 

                            this plan.  Include titles of songs, books, stories, tapes and     

                                                  CDs you will use.  Include questions you will ask and  

                                                  information and directions you will give children. 

 

 Transition:    Explain how you will end the activity and direct children 

                                                  to another activity. 

 

In your plan implementation section, you must have a minimum of 3-4 activities (components – things for the 

children to do) in your plan.  This can include a song, finger play, dance, movement activity, book, story, 

rhyme, etc. 

 

 

Integrated Theme-Based Activities: 
 

Describe 5 (five) activities you will plan for the duration of the theme.  Explain how each activity will clarify, 

reinforce or further develop concepts and objectives stated in the plan.  Please include activities from 5 

different curriculum areas listed below.  Please do not repeat the curriculum area used in this plan. (ie: If your 

activity plan curriculum area is Music and Movement, do not list music and movement in the themed-based 

activity section). 

 

1.  Creative Art     7.  Music, Songs, Rhythm 

2.  Dramatic Play    8.  Field Trip or Guest 

3.  Outdoor Play/Large Motor   9.  Math 

4.  Earth Science    10.  Food Preparation (children actually prepare food!) 

5.  Physical Science    11.  Language Arts (reading, writing, listening. speaking)  

6.  Biological Science    12.  Creative Movement 

 

 

References:  Please list all references used to complete this plan. List any teacher resource materials you used 

to complete this activity plan such as resource books (not children’s books as they are listed in the materials 

section), websites, etc. 
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Activity Plan Tips  
 

1. Please submit the following 3 things with your activity plan: grading rubric, self-evaluation and a 

cover page with your name, class, date, and assignment name. 

 

2. Activity plans should be typed double-spaced using a standard 12 pt. font, and using the format 

provided in this handout. Points will be deducted for improperly formatted activity plans.  

 

3. Make sure that all data is developmentally appropriate. DAP!  Do not expect a young child to sit for a 

20 minute group time. Make sure your activity is developmentally appropriate for the ages of children 

you listed in your activity plan.  Remember, children’s activities need to be playful.  Avoid becoming 

too academic.  In addition, make sure your activity is safe for children and that your concepts are 

appropriate for your age group. 

 

4. Use professional language.  Do not use the word “kids.”  We work with children. 

 

5. Write professionally for an anonymous reader. Do not make assumptions that the reader knows the 

activity.  Explain each step carefully and completely.  BE SPECIFIC!  Show you know it! 

 

6. Write in complete sentences.  Remember spelling and grammar does count.  You are a teacher and you 

need to write professionally. 

 

7. Try not to jam every possible concept or idea into the activity.  Be realistic how much information and 

how many activities should be used within the time frame. 

 

8. Remember that children are not passive learners – they are active learners.  When preparing your plans, 

include ways that children will be involved.  Avoid being too controlling or “teacher dominated” 

during the activity.  Monitor the teacher’s role carefully to make sure that the teacher is not doing all 

the talking and the children are doing all (or most of) the listening.  Remember to have the children 

actively (not passively) participating in the activity. Ask the children questions.  Encourage responses 

and discussions. 

 

9.  Be sure to italicize book titles and place quotes around “Song Titles.” 

 

10.  Use words such as “invite” or “encourage” when referring to efforts like gathering children for circle 

time/ activity or distributing materials for an activity rather than  

“allow” or “grab. 
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Curriculum  
Areas 

 

 
 

 

 

Language Arts  
Field Trips/Guests  
Listening Activities  
Puppets  
Share Time  
Group Discussions 
Writing Stories 
Finger Plays 
Reading Books 
Telling Flannel Stories 
Telling Stories 
Listening Activities 

        

            
Creative Movement 
Self-expression with movement 
Interpretive Dance 
Moving freely with music 

 

Large Motor/Outdoor Play 
Obstacle Course 
Ball Play 
Sand Play 
Parachute Games 

       
 

 
Food Preparation 

               
Preparing 

nutritious foods 

for eating 

 

Field Trip/Guest 
 

Exploring beyond  
              the classroom 

 

Dramatic Play 
Dress Up 
Role Play 
 

            
 

Music/Rhythm 
Singing 
Playing Instruments 
Body Rhythms 
Listening to music 
Chanting 

 

Physical Science 
(Study of Non-Living Things) 

 

Water, Air, Rocks, Simple Machines,  Energy, 
   Magnets, Wind 

 

Biological Science 
(Study of Living Things) 

 

Animals             Nutrition 
Plants               Food Prep 
People              Sensory 
Nature 

 

 

 
Math 

Classifying        Sorting 
Seriation          Matching 
Graphing          Shapes 
Unit Blocks      Counting 
Measuring 

 

Creative Art 
(open-ended activities) 

 

Play dough 
Collage 
Painting 
Coloring 
Chalk 
Water Colors 
Wood Working 
 

 
 

     Earth Science 
(Study of sciences related 

to planet Earth) 

 

Gardens,  Minerials 
Ecology,   Tides,  Soil  
Enviromental Science 
Animals  & Plants 
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El Camino College                       Childhood Education Department 
 

Activity Plan Worksheet  
(See Activity Plan Guidelines for Complete Instructions) 

 
Theme:   
 
Curriculum Area:   
 
Activity:     
 
 
Number of Children:   
                                      
 
Ages of Children:   
 
Materials Needed:   
 
 
Advanced Preparation:    
 
Developmental Objectives:   
 
Concepts:   
 
 
Plan Implementation:   
 
 
 Introduction to theme:   
                                                              
 Procedures:       
 
 Transition:     
 
 
Integrated Theme-Based Activities: 
 
 
References:    
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Activity Plan Sample 

Theme:   Ladybugs  

Curriculum Area:  Language Arts: Story Time with Props  

Activity:   Ladybug, Ladybug, Fly Away   

Number of Children:  12-15  

Ages of Children:  3-4 years of age 

Developmental Objectives: As a result of participating in this activity children will: 

1. Develop a sense of rhythm as they perform the poem, song and chant.  

2. Develop memorization skills as they learn the words to poem, song, and chant.   

3. Develop visual discrimination skills as they distinguish male from female ladybugs.  

4. Enhance their imaginations as they act out various insect and animals behaviors. 

5. Learn scientific facts about ladybugs as they recite the songs and poems. 

6. Develop listing skills as they wait for and respond to repeating lines in the story.  

7. Enhance science vocabulary as they learn words such as aphid and insect.  

8. Develop a sense of themselves as a member of a group as they wait their turn and listen to and 
encourage their friends 

Concepts (Facts): 1. Aphids are insect that are harmful to some plants. 

    2. Ladybugs eat aphids. 

    3. Male ladybugs have spot and female ladybugs do not.  

    4. Ladybugs have six legs. 

    5. Ladybugs come in different colors such as orange, yellow, and red. 

  

Materials Needed:  Books: The Grouchy Lady Bug Eric Carle and Bugs, Bugs, Bugs Joe Campise 

12– 2” x 2” Ladybugs: six male and six female in yellow, red, and orange. 

Felt tree with leaves      

Note cards with poem, song, chant    Ladybug apron  
Small basket     Live ladybugs in ventilated jar 
Felt board                 Magnifying glasses 

 

Advanced Preparation:     Write out poem and chants on note cards and become familiar with them. 
Become familiar with the books. 
Purchase live ladybugs from the nursery. 
Color and laminate the picture of ladybugs. 
Create a flannel board tree with leaves. 
Set up the flannel board with the tree and leaves on it. 
Place laminated ladybugs in basket. 

  

References:    www.preschooleducation.com/sbug.shtml  
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Plan Implementation 
  (Introduction) 

1. Put on the ladybug apron before the children arrive. 
  

2. In the morning, set out magnifying glasses and ladybugs in a ventilated jar in the 
science area.  Allow the children to discover the ladybugs on their own.  

  
(Procedures) 

3. Announce that it is group time and invite the children to the rug.  
 

4. Ask the children if they’ve noticed anything new or different in the classroom. When 
they mention the ladybugs in the science area, and your apron, tell them that you are 
going to be studying about an insect called the “ladybug.” 

 
5. Ask them to tell you what they noticed about ladybugs. Reinforce their answers.  

 
6. Read Bugs, Bugs, Bugs. 

 
7. Teach the children the “Never Hurt a Ladybug” poem. (See attached.) 

 
8. Introduce The Grouchy Lady Bug.  Using the book cover, point out the various 

attributes of the ladybug and count the legs.  Read the concepts on the first page: 
Aphids are harmful to some plants.  
Ladybugs eat aphids.  
Male ladybugs have spots.  
Female ladybugs do not have spots. 
Ladybugs come in different colors.  
 

9.  As you read through the book, invite the children to repeat the phrase, “Oh, you’re not 
big enough” and encourage them to act out the movements of the various insects and 
animals.  

 
10. Bring out the basket of laminated pictures of the ladybugs.  

 
11. Allow the children to take the ladybug of their choice and pass the basket to the next 

child.  
 

12. Ask the children to look at the ladybug and tell you what they notice about it. (Some 
have spots, some don’t have spots, ladybugs are various colors). 

 
13. Invite the children, one-by-one, to come up to the flannel board.  Have them show the 

group the ladybug, name the color, and tell the class if it is a male or female.  Ask them 
to place the lady bug on the felt board tree.  Do this until all of the ladybugs are gone.  

 
  
(Transition) 

 
14. To dismiss the children, say the chant:  “Around, and around, and around they go,   

ladybug (child’s name) it’s time to go.”   When they hear their name they can “fly” to the 
door to get ready to go outside for a ladybug hunt.  
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Theme Based Related Activities 

 
Outdoor Play:  With the children, take the ladybugs from the science area and release and them in the play 
yard. Create a large map of the playground. Using binoculars made of toilet tissue rolls, go on a hunt for 
ladybugs. Place a ladybug sticker on the map in the location where each ladybug was found. Track the 
number of ladybugs and their location. This activity will allow the children to study ladybug behavior in a 
natural habitat. 
  
Creative Art: Set out an array or red, yellow, orange, and black collage materials such as yarn, tissue paper, 
construction paper, crepe paper, fuzzy balls, paint, scissors, glue, construction paper and Styrofoam trays. 
(Bristol Farms packages their vegetables in black Styrofoam trays.) Set all the supplies on the art table and 
allow children to create three-dimensional art pieces. This will serve to reinforce the fact that ladybugs come 
in various colors as the children are allowed to create abstract art.  
  
Math: Download a picture of a real ladybug or get one from a book. Enlarge it incrementally to create five or 
six sizes from smallest to largest.  Encourage the children to put them in order according to size. This will 
allow children to see real ladybugs as they develop the math skill of seriation. 
 
Songs/Rhythm/Chants: Begin clapping out a rhythm. Chant the “Five Little Lady Bugs” (see words below). 
Stop to allow the children to hold up the correct number of fingers. This will further develop their math skills as 
well as a sense of rhythm.  It will also reinforce some of the behaviors of ladybugs.  
  
Creative Movement: Give the children various colored scarves. Ask them to imagine that they are ladybugs 
and that they are flying around in the garden.  Allow the children to move about freely and interpret the music.  
Encourage them to move at various rhythms. (See words below.) 
  

  
Never Hurt a Lady Bug -  Original Author Unknown (Activity Plan) 
Ladybugs are in my yard.  Just look at them devour 
Those pesky aphids on the leaves, of mother’s pretty flowers. 
Never hurt a ladybug, we need them in the garden. 
Ladybugs help flower grow, so we must never hurt them. 
  
  
Ladybug Fly Sung to “Three Blind Mice”(Related Activity) 
Fly, fly, fly 
Fly, fly, fly 
Fly over there 
Fly over there 
Fly up high and fly down low 
Around and around and around you go 
Fly fast and then fly slowly 
Oh, ladybugs fly. 
  
Five Little Lady  Bugs (Related Activity) 
Five little ladybugs climbing up a door  
One flew away, then there were four  
Four little ladybugs sitting on a tree  
One flew away and then there were three  
Three little ladybugs landed on a shoe  
One flew away and then there were two  
Two little ladybugs looking for some fun  
One flew away and then there was one  
One little ladybug sitting in the sun  
She flew away and then there were none.  
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Creativity 
(Developed by Antoinette Phillips) 

 
Creativity is certainly allusive and subjective.  It might be easier to think about creativity on a continuum—
from not creative at all (teacher directed) to very creative (little or no teacher direction).  The focus should 
be on allowing and encouraging children to be creative and to engage their imaginations.  The teacher 
must be willing to understand the importance of the child being allowed to “create” something and accept 
what the child has done as important.  
 
Here are some descriptions of art activities on a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being the least creative and 5 being the 
most creative.  This list focuses on a ladybug theme.  
 
 

1. The teacher gives the children a pre-drawn copy of a lady bug and children color it red with black dots. 
They follow the model by the teacher.  

 
2. Using large, red, pre-cut circles, children paste on pre-cut black dots, legs and heads. Children are 

limited to 6 legs, 6 dots, and 1 head.  Children must follow the model made by the teacher.  
They are directed to put them in the “correct” places.  

 
3. Using red circles, children paste on as many dots, legs, and heads as they wish.  No model is given.  
 
4. Children paint paper plates red, and glue on as many legs, heads, and dots as they wish. No model is 

given.  
 

 
5. Children are offered circles of red, green, yellow, and orange (because ladybugs are different colors.)  

Head, legs, and dots are provided for gluing.  Scissors are also available if children want to cut their 
own shapes.  Perhaps they want green dots instead of black.  Crayons or felt pens are also provided.  
The teacher suggests they make ladybugs, but the finished product may not look anything like 
ladybugs. The teacher gives no direction and no model is given.  

 

Additional Thoughts About Creativity 
 
Collaging with magazines is a good activity for small motor development, but it is not creative art.  
 
Pre-cut shapes can be creative if children are allowed to color, paint, cut, and collage with them as they wish.  
However, a steady diet of pre-cut shapes gives children the message that only adults can make things.  
 
If a child draws a picture on his/her own initiative it is creative.  If they are told by the teacher what to draw it is 
not creative.  Most preschool children do not have the skill to draw specific things until the age of 4 or 5 when 
they enter the pictorial stage of development.  Having children draw pictures for storytelling or making a book 
is fine, but then it falls under the language arts curriculum area, not creative art.  
 
When designing creative art activities, consider three-dimensional projects.  
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Group Time Guidelines   

 
 

1. Design a fun way to engage them (get them interested in the activity).  There are  
many fun and creative things that you can do.  

 
2. Be sure to start with an introduction and explain your activity clearly to the children.  

 
3. Have everything ready in advance.  If you have to leave the group to get something,  

you will lose the children’s attention.  
 

4. Use props such as big books, flannel stories, or items the children can hold.  
 

5. Know your audience.  Know when it is time to stop or to have the children become  
actively involved in the activity.  

 
6. Have a repertoire of songs, finger plays, or chants ready to use at any time.  

 
7. Always make your group times fun, engaging and interesting.  You will get a reputation  

for fun group times and children will want to join you.  
 

8. Keep the children engaged by asking questions or having ways for them to actively 
participate.  

 
9. Allow the children to be expressive and creative and accept their contributions without 

judgment.  
 

10. Do not force children to participate in your activity.   Allow them to choose a quite activity 
nearby.  You may be surprised that they will choose to join you at a later group time.  

 
11. Use fun creative things like scarves and ribbons and teacher-made materials.  

 
12. Sing with them.  They don’t mind if you sing off key.  Be enthusiastic.  Use funny  

voices.  Children love it.  
 

13. Plan your transitions in advance.  There are many fun, creative and even simple 
transitions you can use at the end of your activity to move children to the next activity.   

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                                           

23 

 

 
Journal Assignment 

Self-reflection is a very important part of this class.  The journal prompts are listed below. PLEASE 
DO NOT WORK AHEAD.  There are several activities that will be presented at various class 
meetings to go along with these prompts. 
 
It is important that you take your time with these journal prompts. Again – DO NOT WORK AHEAD.   
Your responses must be a minimum of one full page for full credit, but you may write more.  Your 
responses must be computer generated. You may NOT develop these in class. 
 
Must be one FULL PAGE for full credit.  Your name, date, and class information do not count in the 
page length. Put your name and the Journal Prompt Number and Title on your paper.   

 
********************************************************************************************************* 

Journal Prompt #1: What Do You Expect to Gain From This Class? 
1. What do you expect to gain from the student teaching experience? 
2. What skills do you bring to this experience? 
3. What is your greatest concern about the student teaching experience? 

 
Journal Prompt #2: When Did You First Become Interested in Special Education?  
  

1. When did you first become interested in working with children with special needs? Was there 
a particular incident or person that influenced your decision?  Explain. 

2. Why do you want to learn more about children with special needs ? 
 
Journal Prompt #3: Identifying Personal Characteristics 

1. Identify personal characteristics you have that are of value in teachers of  children with 
special needs  

2. What personal characteristics do you feel you still need to develop? 
 
Journal Prompt #4: Curriculum Planning. 

Curriculum planning involves deciding what and how you are going to teach children and how you 
are going to structure the learning experiences.  It involves various areas such as language arts, 
math, science, creative movement, creative art and more.  It is even more complex and structured 
for children with special needs.  
 
1.   What strengths do you bring to the curriculum planning process in relation to children with 
special needs? 
2.   In what areas do you need to gain more experience and knowledge? 
3.   How would you go about gaining this experience or knowledge? 

Journal Prompt #5: Praising Children / Competition in the Classroom. 
1. Today’s lecture focused on two main topics, praising children, and competition in the classroom.  Now 

it is your turn to think about these issues and to share your views on these topics.  Remember, it is 
okay to question these things and to share a different opinion. Describe how this might be appropriate 
when working with children with special needs.  
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Journal Prompt #6: Writing a Philosophy Statement. 
Writing a philosophy statement may be easy for some people and more difficult for others. 
1.  What are the easy parts for you and the parts with which you struggle? 
2.  What did you think about the exercises in class today?  Did it help you with your philosophy statement 

or not?  (It is okay to be honest.) 
3.  What type of help do you need to develop a well-written philosophy statement that reflects your attitude 

toward children and teaching? 
 

Journal Prompt #7: We Are All Special Education Teachers. 
1. What advice to have for teachers who are thinking about working with children with special needs?  
2. What advice would you give teachers who will have children with special needs included in their 

classrooms? 

 
Journal Prompt #8: Where Do You See Yourself in Five Years? 

1. Where do you see yourself five years from now in relation to the field of childhood education and/or 
special education? 
2.  Why do you want to be there? 
3. What will be different for you at that time? 
4. What do you need to do to get there? 

 
Journal Prompt #9: Child Development Permit In-Service. 

1. You just had an in-service about the Child Development Permit. 

2. List reasons (both personal and professional) for obtaining a Child Development Permit. 
3. Discuss the questions you still have about the permit or the process. 
4. The permit has a professional growth requirement. 
5.  Do you think that continued professional growth is important?  Why or why not? 

 
Journal Prompt #10: IEPs 

What do you know about IEPs.  What can you recall from CDEV 150 or 152 on this topic?  What are the 
important elements of an IEP.   (If you have forgotten, review your textbook or Google the topic before you 
respond.  

  

Journal Prompt #11: Strengths Emerging as a Special Education  Teacher. 
1. What strengths are emerging for you as a preschool teacher and what areas for additional growth are 
still needed? 
2. How can you facilitate that growth? 

 
Journal Prompt #12: Message to your Mentor. 

1. Write a message to your mentor explaining what worked for you in regard to your placement in her 
class, and ways in which your experience could have been enhanced.  Your mentor will NOT see this, 
so please feel free to be candid about your responses. 

 

Journal Prompt #13: What did you learn from the Director’s Panel?    
1. You participated in a Director’s Panel and heard from professionals in the field.  What did you learn 
from this experience?  Did anything surprise you?  Was there any advice that you found particularly 
helpful to you in the field of early childhood education?  
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El Camino College                    CDEV 169 

 
  

Research Assignment   
(This assignment must be a minimum of 8 double-spaced pages.  

  
 
 
ONE: Research   
Select one child.  Ask you mentor to describe the special needs diagnosis of the child (example, 
autism, Down Syndrome).  Research the disability and include the following in your report.  
Include the following:  
 1. Information on the key terms and definition associated with this disability 
 2. Causes (if known)  
 3.  Incidence (How many children are diagnosed with this disability?) 
 4.  Characteristics  
 5.  Teaching strategies and accommodations associated with this disability.    
 
 
TWO:  Conduct an Observation of the Child  
 
Include the following:   
 1.  Descriptions of what the child does and says 
 2.  The types of activities in which the child is involved 
 3.  Social and emotional behaviors based on interactions with children and other adults and 
          parents.   
 4. Teaching strategies and accommodations  
 
 
THREE: Interview your mentor about the child to gain additional information and to find out about 
the goals that are outlined in the IEP for this child.  Include the questions you asked and his/her 
answers.  
 
 
FOUR:  Write the report   
 
Include your research on the disability (from Part One above), your observations about the child 
(Part Two), and the information from your mentor (Part Three).   
Next, describe the particular accommodations and/or teaching methods used with this child.   
In what ways does your research compare to what you observe and in what ways is it different?  
Are the descriptions and behaviors described in the research consistent with what you have 
observed?  
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Child Development 125, 126, 169 
 

Professional Portfolio Instructions 

 
A Professional Portfolio is a method of documenting your growth and learning over time.  The 
purpose of this portfolio is to organize your achievements to present to a prospective employer. 
 
Through the development of your professional portfolio, you will: 
Demonstrate your own growth and development 
Showcase your strengths, interest and accomplishments 
Document your required professional growth hours for permit renewal 
Be encouraged to continue advanced skill development and professional growth 

 
A portfolio is not a scrapbook or a large collection of everything you have done or achieved.  It should 
contain carefully chose documents that you believe clearly demonstrate your skills, knowledge, and 
employability in an early childhood program. 
 
Your portfolio should be compiled into a binder so that you can add and update materials throughout 
your professional career. 
 
Listed below are items and documents which should be included in your portfolio.  You may add 
anything you think is significant. 
 

See Next Page for Sample Table of Contents 
 
Explanation of the items that should be part of your portfolio.  
 

o Cover (It should read “Professional Portfolio and Your Name” Do not put the class name or my name 
on it. Make this look professional--not too cute but not too sterile either. Make sure it reflects “you.” 

o Spine (The same information should be included here.) 
o Table of Contents (Do not number the pages because you will want to add materials) 
o Philosophy of Early Childhood Education (1/2  to 3/4 page maximum – be succinct. You may turn this in 

early so that I can review it in advance and provide feedback.) 
o Resume (You may turn this in early so that I can review it in advance and provide feedback.) 
o Transcripts (Unofficial is fine) 
o Copy of TB test/Fingerprint clearance (if you have one) 
o Copies of a few activity plans 
o Samples of other  academic work from other classes (optional) 
o Certificates /credentials earned including your Child Development Permit 
o Copies of academic/professional awards (if you have them) 
o Workshops and conferences attended (include the certificates of attendance or make a list.) 
o Letters of Recommendation 
o Photographs of teaching materials you have made or projects with the children (optional). 

You can take pictures of the children ONLY with permission from the Center.  
 
 

See Next Page for Sample Table of Contents 
 

Note: Bring your portfolio to class each week to share your progress and get ideas from your classmates.   
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Professional Portfolio 
 

Jane Martinez 
 

 
Note:  Do not put the class name or my name on it. Make 
this look professional--not too cute but not too sterile 
either. Make sure it reflects “you.” Add a border or 
graphics 

 

Table of Contents 

Philosophy Statement 

Resume/Transcripts 

TB/LiveScan/Immunizations  

Activity Plans 

Professional Development 

Certificates 

Letters of Recommendation 

Photographs  (Optional) 

 
 

SHEET PROTECTORS AND TABS 

When students use sheet protectors it extends the width of the page.  Then, the tab does not protrude far 
enough to serve as a guide for each section.  IF YOU USE SHEET PROTECTORS (which are optional) you 
must figure out how you are going to get your tabs to stick out far enough to be useful.   You can buy peel 
and stick tabs or extra wide dividers at an office supply store to solve this problem. 

 
Remember:  The key is to make this look very professional.  Begin working on it now! 
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Philosophy Statement Instructions 

 
El Camino College Child Development Department 

 
 
Every professional should be able to clearly articulate his/her philosophy of working with children.  
You need to be able to identify those elements that are most important to you and that define you as 
a teacher.  This is a very personal statement that should reflect you own philosophy and beliefs. In a 
job interview you will be asked to explain your philosophy of early childhood education.  Be sure to 
include thoughts about working with children with special needs.  For this assignment you are being 
asked to develop a written philosophy statement to include in your portfolio.  You may turn it in early 
to have it reviewed.  
 
Please follow these guidelines: 
  
1.  The statement should be ½ to ¾ page in length.   
 
2.  It must be carefully edited for clarity, spelling, and punctuation. Because your philosophy is going 
to represent you in the professional field, it should be a well written statement that not only reflects 
your beliefs and practices, but also is well written. It will be meticulously checked for errors. Since it 
will be graded very strictly, check for typos. Have at least 2 people proof read your paper.  It is both 
a collegiate assignment and potential employment document. Do your best! 
 
3.  Please select one of the following titles: 
 

 My Role as an Early Childhood Educator 

  My Philosophy of Early Childhood Education  
 
4.  You can use these three questions to help you write your statement. 
 

 How do you believe children learn? 

 What are your goals for children? 

 What is your role, as a teacher, in this process? 
 
5.  Your philosophy should be separated into paragraphs, with each one having one particular focus.  
Clarity throughout your paper is important and paragraphs help the reader navigate through your 
paper. 
 
6. Use the information from the Brainstorming Activity in class to help you develop your statement.  
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CDEV 125, 126, and 169  
                                                           Your Teacher’s Philosophy Statement 
 
I decided that I would write my own philosophy statement and allow you to critique it. This is actually what I 
would say if I were writing this for an early childhood portfolio.   Please feel free to discuss it, openly and 
honestly, and talk about what you like, don’t like, what should be deleted added… anything you wish.  
 
Does it make sense?  
Is it organized?   
Can you get a sense of what I am about and what is important to me as a teacher?  
Can you follow the ideas?  
Does it flow nicely (transition) from one paragraph to another?    
Did you find any typos, grammatical errors?  
       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                     
                                                My Philosophy of Early Childhood Education 
                                                                  Janet L. Young, Ed.D 
                                                                              April 1, 2015 
 There is a quote from Maria Montessori that has profoundly influenced my philosophy of early 

childhood education.  Montessori said, “Look at the child.”    This means that it is important to view each 

child as an individual with unique qualities, abilities, and needs.  If these qualities and abilities are nurtured 

and if their needs are met, each child has the potential to develop into a content, unique, imaginative, 

creative, kind, and productive human being.   

The best way I can ensure the development of each child is to provide an environment that is safe, 

organized, and beautiful.  It should be dynamic, include experiences with nature, and be filled with materials 

and activities that pique their curiosity.  The activities should give them opportunities for exploration and 

creativity. It should be an environment in which children’s “mistakes” are celebrated as chances for growth 

and that opportunities for success are provided every day.   

I believe that these successful and positive experiences will help the children develop a sense of 

competence and confidence.  If children feel emotionally safe and are guided with kindness they will develop 

the self-regulation and emotional skills that will enable them to build and maintain successful relationships 

with their peers both in the early childhood classroom and in life.   

Working with children is a gift and I feel honored to be their teacher. Their honesty, excitement, 

curiosity, and love brings me a deep sense of joy and fulfillment.  In return, when a child leaves my class, I 

hope to have planted the idea, in each of them, that they are individuals who are important, valued, and 

deserving of a lifetime of respect.  Hopefully, when these children become teachers or parents they will, in 

turn, “Look at the child.” 
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                                                                                       CDEV 169  

 

 Practicum Site Overview - PowerPoint - Individual or Group Presentation  
Instructions 

 
Purpose:  Design a PowerPoint presentation to share with your classmates that will provide an overview and 
characteristics of the program in which you are student teaching.  Since we can’t go to each school, you can 
“bring the school to us.” 
 
Remember, you MAY NOT take pictures of the children without permission from your Mentor, but you can 
usually take pictures of the environment and the materials. Be sure to talk to you Mentor right away for 
restrictions and advice.  
 
PowerPoint Presentation Instructions:  
1.  If there is more than one student at a site form a team for this project.  
2.  Sign up for a presentation date.  
3. Presentation should be 10 minutes in length.   
4. Be sure to practice, practice, practice, so your presentation goes smoothly.  
5. Make sure the font is large enough so it can be read easily. 
6. Do not put too many words on the slides. Use them as prompts for your presentation. 
7. Do not read from your slides. It’s boring. 
8. Use pictures throughout your presentation to explain the areas – not just at the end.  
8. Bring your presentation on a flash drive on the day of the presentation. 
  
PowerPoint Presentation Criteria:  
Include the following information as applicable to your program.  
The order in which you present it is up to your group.  
Name and Location of Program 
Disabilities of the Children Served 
Special curriculum or equipment used and its purpose 
Educational requirements to be a teacher and aide in this program. 
Type of Program (Montessori, High Scope, LAUP) 
Program’s Philosophy 
Daily Schedule  (Prepare a slide – don’t spend too much explaining it.  Give a quick overview. 
Total Number of Children/Classrooms 
Adult/Child Ratio 
Role of other adults (speech therapist, physical therapist, etc.) 
Role of the Parents (What type of parent involvement is required or encourages?) 
Drop off and Pick Up Routine 
Indoor Environment and Curriculum Areas (Include Pictures while explaining these areas) 
Outdoor Environment and Curriculum Areas (Include Pictures while explaining these areas) 
Themes (Past, Current or Present)  
Transition Activities (How do they move the children from inside to outside or to another activity.) 
Picture of your Mentor (with permission). 
Any other information you feel is relevant.  
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Resume Samples 

I have included two sample resumes on the following pages.  You can also find these resumes on 
ETUDES.  Feel free to use any of the formatting or wording that you feel is relevant.  There is one 
resume designed for those with no teaching experience and another for those with teaching 
experience 

 
Helpful Hints 

 
1. If you have one, use your middle initial. Experts say it makes you look more important. 

 
2. For safety reasons, consider NOT including your home address if you are going to send a 

resume out to many different places.   Your email address and phone information is generally 
enough.  
 

3. Include an objective that directly relates to the job for which you are applying. Explain what 
you want to do for them or what you plan to bring to the position.  
 

4. Edit your resume carefully.  Have someone else look at it as well.  This should be your best 
work. Your resume should be easy to read and should be free of mistakes.  

 
5. Put your education at the top of the resume.  In order to determine if a school can hire you, 

they need to know if you have enough units, a degree, a Certificate, or a Child Development 
Permit.  

 
6. Create a LONG VERSION and a SHORT VERSION of your resume.  When you start the 

process include everything you can think of on your resume and save a copy.  Then pare it 
down to the most important information. Some experts say that a one-page resume is the 
best.  Sometimes it takes two pages.  

 
7. Use the format that fits your style and personality.  The samples are just that, samples.  You 

can google sample templates.  The only problem with templates is that it limits you in the 
design. 

 
8. All of your experience, even if it is not related to working with children, is worthwhile, so be 

sure to include it.  This relates to volunteer work as well.   
 

9. This is your time to “shine.”  Many students feel shy about boasting about what they have 
done.  This is the time to let people know about all the things you have learned and what you 
can do.  Show confidence and convince the reader that you are ready for the job.  
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Note: This is a sample for those with NO TEACHING EXPERIENCE.    Revise this to make it your own so it 
reflects you and your experience.  Feel free to borrow any language that applies to you.    

                         Stephanie A. Camino    
                             562-355-5555       syoung555@gmail.com 

 

Objective 
Utilize my education, experience, and passion for working with preschool children to  

positively influence their lives and the lives of their families. 
 

Education and Permits 
Certificate of Achievement with High Honors in Child Development, El Camino College,  Spring 2014 

Child Development Teacher Permit, California Commission on Teacher Credentialing September 2013 
Child Development Associate Teacher Permit, California Commission on Teacher Credentialing January 2010 

  
CPR Certification 

Infant, Child, and Adult  CPR Certification,  March 2016 
 

 
Early Childhood Education Coursework (24 Units)  

Child Growth and Development 
The Home, The School, The Community 
The Preschool Child 
Child Health, Safety, and Nutrition 
 Observing and Assessing Children  
Introduction to Curriculum 
Language Arts for Young Children  
Teaching Young Children in a Diverse Society 
 

 
           Spring 2015  Student Teacher, PACE Head Start Program, Torrance   

45 hours of supervised field work including:  

 Assisting the lead teacher    

 Developing and implementing activity plans  

 Providing positive guidance for children 
 Assisting children with daily routines including toileting and eating  
 Working effectively with other staff members 

 Participating in staff meetings 

 Self-reflection and evaluation of lessons 
 

 

     September 2011 - Present Volunteer,  Little Aviator’s Preschool, El Segundo   
  Duties included: 
 Working with toddlers and preschoolers 
 Assisting the lead teacher in the classroom 
 Assisting with daily routines including meals, toileting, and nap times 
 Assisting with group times 
 Monitoring indoor and outdoor activities 
 Maintaining the classroom materials and supplies 
 Organizing fund raising activities 
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 October 2004 - August 2007  Parent Volunteer,   Mary Star of the Sea, Preschool Program, San Pedro,  
Duties included: 

 Working with preschoolers 
 Assisting the lead teacher  
 Organizing and maintaining the environment 
 Assisting with daily routines including toileting and eating  
 Working effectively with co-workers 
 Developed the school newsletter 

 Providing 
February 2003 – July 2004 Hostess, Hof’s Hut Restaurant, Los Alamitos, CA 

Duties included: 
 Providing a high level of customer service  
 Greeting and seating guests  
 Answering phones and taking meal orders 
 Interacting with team members  

 
Skills 
Word,  PowerPoint, Internet Research, American Sign Language (Beginning) 
 
Honors 
Outstanding Student Award,  Careers in Child Care Program, Millikan High School, 2004 
 
Professional Organizations 
National Associate for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 
Beach Cities Association for the Education of Young Children (BCAEYC) 
 
Hobbies 
Sudoku, jigsaw puzzles, music, art, tap and jazz dancing 
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This is a sample for someone with teaching experience: Revise this to make it your own so it reflects you and 
your experience.  Feel free to borrow any language that applies to you.   

                                                     

Stephanie A. Camino   
 562-355-5555                     syoung555@gmail.com 

 

Objective 
Utilize my education, experience, and passion for working with preschool children to  

positively influence their lives and the lives of their families. 
 

Education  
Early Childhood Education, Certificate of Achievement with High Honors, May 2013 

Associate of Arts in Child Development, El Camino College, May 2014 
 

 
Permits/Certificates 

Child Development Associate Teacher Permit, 2008 
Child Development Site Supervisor Permit, June 2013 

 
CPR Certification, Infant, Child, and Adult, 2014 

 
Supervised Fieldwork 

Torrance Unified School District, Torrance Tykes Preschool Program, Fall 2015    
 

Work Experience 

September 2011 - Present Toddler and Preschool Teacher, CSU Long Beach Child and Family Center 
Duties include: 
 Assisting the lead teacher in the classroom 
 Supervising toddlers and preschoolers 
 Planning, developing, and implementing activities that follow the 
Infant/Toddler Learning and  Development Foundations, Preschool Learning 
Foundations  and the Preschool Curriculum Frameworks 
 Leading group times and other indoor and outdoor activities 
 Providing positive guidance for children 
 Assisting children with daily routines including toileting and eating 
 Communicating with parents 
 Training and monitoring field work students 
 Working effectively with other staff members 
 Participating in staff meetings  
 

August 2010 – April 2012 Nanny, Family in Long Beach, CA  
Duties included: 

 Providing, loving, nurturing, in-home care for a child from 9 months - 2 ½ 
years  

 Planning meals, nap times, and other routines 
 Developing and implementing learning activities 
 Assisting with toilet training  
 Communicating with parents 
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Summer 2011 College Intern, Educational Opportunity Center, Long Beach  
Duties included:  

 Researching educational resources for adults 
 Assisting with preparation for resource fairs  
 Identifying program participants  
 Determining eligibility for various program services 

 
December 2008 – May 2011 Substitute Teacher, Montessori Greenhouse, Garden Grove, CA 

Duties included: 
 Supervising 12 preschoolers or 6 toddlers based on need 
 implementing  age-appropriate curriculum 
 Communicating with lead teachers regarding students 

 October 2004 - August 2007  Teaching Assistant, Montessori Greenhouse, Garden Grove, CA 
Duties included: 

 Assisting the lead teacher  
 Supervising toddlers and preschoolers 
 Planning, developing, and implementing activities  that follow the 

              Montessori philosophy  
 Organizing and maintaining the environment 
 Assisting with daily routines including toileting and eating 
 Providing positive guidance for children 
 Working effectively with co-workers 
 Communicating with parents 

 
February 2003 – July 2004 Hostess, Hof’s Hut Restaurant, Los Alamitos, CA 

Duties included: 
 Providing a high level of customer service  
 Greeting and seating guests  
 Answering phones and taking meal orders 
 Interacting with team members  

 
Skills 
Word,  PowerPoint, Internet Research, American Sign Language (Beginning) 
 
Honors 
Outstanding Student Award,  Careers in Child Care Program, Millikan High School, 2004 
 
Professional Organizations 
National Associate for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 
Beach Cities Association for the Education of Young Children (BCAEYC) 
 
Hobbies 
Sudoku, jigsaw puzzles, music, art, tap and jazz dancing 
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               Child Development 125 Activity Evaluation  
 

                 MENTORS COMPLETE THIS SIDE 
 

Students: Fill out this top portion of this form for your Mentor.   Attach the Activity Plan (that was pre-
approved by your Mentor) and give it to your Mentor on the day of your activity.   Be sure to fill out the back 
side of this form once you have completed your activity.   

 
Mentor Teacher ___Maria the Mentor________________________________ Date___5/15/17   . 

 
Name of Activity _______Under the Sea____________________________________________ 
 

 

 
For Mentor Use:   

Minimal 
Effort 

 

Needs 
Improvement 

 
Satisfactory 

 
Competent 

1. Activity Plan was presented to mentor in advance for feedback and 
approval. 

    

2. An effective introduction to the activity was presented to the children.       

3. Objectives outlined in the activity plan were achieved.     

4. Activity was developmentally appropriate.      

5. Positive guidance techniques/appropriate language were used.      

6. Limits were set effectively to maintain control.      

7. Language was developmentally appropriate.     

8. Techniques and materials were used creatively.      

9.  Changes were made to adapt the activity to the needs/interest of the 
children. 

    

10.  Communicated and cooperated with adults about the activity.     

11.  Children were allowed opportunity for creativity and choice.     

12. A clear and effective transition was used at the end of the activity.     

 
Comments (Required):  
 
Sample: This was a fun activity and fit well with our classroom study of sea life. Thank you for presenting your activity plan 
to me in advance and making the changes we discussed.  Your colorful props of fish and other sea animals on sticks were 
great and they fit perfectly with the songs you presented. 
 
Creative movement activities can be tricky, and limits must be clearly set in advance.  Otherwise it is easy for the children 
to lose focus which happened in this case.  You should develop a “cue” so that the children will stop and focus on you if 
things get too crazy and you don’t end up meeting your objectives.   Of course, you don’t want to “over control” the 
situation, but when it gets too hectic it stops being a valuable experience for the children (and for you).  You want to make 
sure that the children offer ideas during the activity so their imaginations are engaged and challenged. 
 
Be sure to work on transitions so you can move children to the next activity easily.  Also, you can help to manage the 
energy levels in the room by winding your activity down with quiet, calm music where children start moving their bodies 
more slowly, and rhythmically and end up sitting down on the rug.   And remember, you can ask me and the aides in the 
classroom if you need help.   I appreciate the kind and respectful tone you consistently use when speaking with the 
children. 
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           Child Development 125 Activity Evaluation 
 

               STUDENTS COMPLETE THIS SIDE 
 

Student Teacher ___Shomara the Student___________________________ Date___5/15/17   . 
 

Name of Activity _______Under the Sea_____________________________________________ 
 

 
Curriculum Area – Select One:  Must complete three (3) plans in three different curriculum areas. Submit your 
plans as you complete them throughout the semester. Areas may overlap – select the “main” areas for this plan. 

 
Creative Art                Creative Movement                   Gross Motor or Outdoor Play         Music/Songs/Rhythm    

 Language Arts            Math                                          Physical or Biological Science             Dramatic Play 

 

Be sure to carefully and thoroughly reflect upon and assess your performance on this activity. 

Student Teacher Use: Minimal 
Effort 

Needs 
Improvement 

 
Satisfactory 

 
Competent 

1. Activity Plan was presented to mentor in advance for feedback and approval.   X  

2. An effective introduction to the activity was presented to the children.    X   

3. Objectives outlined in the activity plan were achieved.  X   

4. Activity was developmentally appropriate.   X   

5. Positive guidance techniques/appropriate language were used.    X  

6. Limits were set effectively to maintain control.     X 

7. Language was developmentally appropriate.   X  

8. Techniques and materials were used creatively.    X  

9.  Changes were made to adapt the activity to the needs/interest of the children.   X  

10.  Communicated and cooperated with adults about the activity.    X 

11.  Children were allowed opportunity for creativity and choice.  X   

12. A clear and effective transition was used at the end of the activity.    X 

 
 

                          
 
 
                                   See next page for instructions for student comments (required). 
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Student Comments (Required): 

Self-reflection is a very important component of this class.  Your grade is based on your mentor’s evaluation 
and the amount of detail you provide for your self-evaluation.   In other words, if your mentor gives you high 
marks (satisfactory or competent) but your self-evaluation is not detailed enough, you will lose points. 
 

 Submit your activities as you complete them. 

 Attach your activity plan to this form.  

 Be sure to carefully and thoroughly assess your performance on this activity. 

 Include what you would do differently if appropriate.  

 Directly address any areas of “Needs Improvement” or “Satisfactory.”   

 If you marked yourself as “Competent” in specific areas explain why.    

 If your evaluation differs from your mentor’s evaluation explain why.  

 Write your comments on this page or type them up and attach it to this form.  
 

 

 
SAMPLE:   

Things went well in the beginning and I was very pleased.   I really liked the way my props turned out.  They 
were colorful and very sturdy. The children used the props well and followed along while we sang the songs.  
I think I need a better way to collect the props at the end.  They seemed to all run up to me at the same time 
and it took a while to get them settled down again. 
 
The creative movement part got very hectic and I lost control.  The children were actually running around the 
room with the scarves instead of staying with me.  Perhaps next time I can designate the rug area as the 
“sea” and remind them that they need to swim in the sea.  Or,  if they seem to be losing interest, perhaps we 
can go on a trip around the classroom together, so they get to move more, but without being out of control 
and risking children crashing into one another.  Also, next time I won’t be concentrating so much of keeping 
the children on the rug and I can work on ways to have the children present their ideas for movement so they 
can be more creative. 
 
I understand what transitions are, but I need to work on them more and have more ideas ready.  I will try to 
be “more brave” about asking for help.  I need to remember that I am still learning.  However, overall things 
turned out well.  With a little more practice it will be even better. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


