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ECON 1 - Principles of Economics:  Macroeconomics 
Summer 2015, Section #4135 

 

Instructor: Dr. Tanja D. Carter 

Preferred 
Contact: 

Private Message via ETUDES 

Telephone: (310)-660-3593 x3753 

Email: tcarter@elcamino.edu 

Office Hours: Thursday 10:00am-12:00pm ETUDES 
chatroom 

Class 
Days/Time: 

Accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week 

 

 

"The purpose of studying economics is not to acquire a set of ready-made 

answers to economic questions, but to learn how to avoid being deceived by 
economists." -- Joan Robinson, economist 

Your mission, should you decide to accept it, is to venture into the territory of 
Macroeconomics and explore the fundamental principles of the economics discipline.  As 

a science, economics provides a framework in which to organize observed economic 
phenomena so that we may come to some understanding of the world about us.  Tools 
of economic analysis introduced in this course can be used to address compelling 

contemporary issues, as well as more everyday problems.   

Macroeconomics is concerned with the economy as a whole and the relationships 
between broad economic indicators. This course will cover topics such as 
unemployment, inflation, GDP, economic growth, business cycles, the role of money, 

the banking system, fiscal and monetary policies, the federal deficit, and international 
trade. 

 

 

This course is conducted entirely online, which means you do not have to be on campus 

Course Information                                                                                                

Course Description                                                                                                 

Course Structure                                                                                                   

https://myetudes.org/
mailto:tcarter@elcamino.edu


to complete any portion of it. You will participate in the course using ECC’s learning 
management system called ETUDES (https://myetudes.org). 

If you do not have access to a computer off campus, there are many computer labs on 

campus you can use to participate in the course. Most public libraries also have 
computers with internet access that you can use for free. 

 

 

The textbook assigned for the course is: 

Principles of Macroeconomics 
Lee Coppock and Dirk Mateer 

W. W. Norton & Company, Inc. 

The textbook is available in the campus bookstore, or you may purchase an e-
text directly from the publisher for $65 at Norton.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements will be posted in ETUDES on a regular basis (at least once per week). 
They will appear on your ETUDES dashboard when you log in and/or will be sent to you 
directly through your preferred method of notification from ETUDES. Please make 

certain to check them regularly, as they will contain any important information about 
upcoming projects or class concerns. 

EMAIL 

In this course we will use the PRIVATE MESSAGES feature on the dashboard (and 
course navigation links on the left of your screen) to send email for private messages. 

You can either check your messages in the ETUDES system or set your notifications to 
your preferred method of contact.  When submitting messages, please do the following: 

 Put a subject in the subject box that describes the email content. 

 Please send email only to PRIVATE MESSAGES and not my personal email 

account.  

 Please do not send messages asking general information about the class, please 
post those in the QUESTION FORUM.  

 Make certain to check your messages frequently. 

QUESTIONS 

Textbook                                                                                                              

Course Communication                                                                                          
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In online courses it is normal to have many questions about things that relate to the 
course, such as clarification about assignments, course materials, or assessments. 

Please post these in the QUESTION FORUM which you can access by clicking the 
DISCUSSION button in the course navigation links. This is an open forum, and you are 
encouraged to give answers and help each other.  

DISCUSSION FORUMS 

Discussion Forums are a way for you to engage with each other about the course 

content. You can access each forum by clicking on the DISCUSSION button in the 
course navigation links. There will be assigned discussions which will be graded for 
course credit. In order to get full credit for each discussion, you will need to post a 

thoughtful, well-written response to the question (and sometimes respond to your 
classmates’ answers). 

VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS 

Once a week I will be available for virtual office hours using the ETUDES classroom 
from 10am-12pm on Thursday. Click CHAT in the course navigation links.   

TURNAROUND/FEEDBACK 

During the week I will check PRIVATE MESSAGES and monitor the discussion board 

several times a day. If you have a concern and send me a message, you can usually 
expect a response within 24 hours.     

NETIQUETTE 

When posting on the discussion boards and chat rooms it is important to understand 

how to interact with one another online. It is recommended that you read 15 Rules of 
Netiquette for Online Discussion Boards.  

Course Participation Policy                                                                                      

Participation is essential to your success in this class. In distance education courses you 
are required to participate just as if you were in a face-to-face course. This means that 
in order to get full credit for participation, you will have to complete your discussion 
assignments, lesson assignments and quizzes on a timely basis. Consistent failure to 

participate in class will result in being dropped from the course. 

Assignments                                                                                                         

IMPORTANT DATES 

The due dates for your assignments can be found in the ASSIGNMENTS, TESTS AND 
SURVEYS links in the global navigation links at the left of your screen. Please review 

these. In addition, I will post reminders prior to the due dates in ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

http://blogs.onlineeducation.touro.edu/15-rules-netiquette-online-discussion-boards/
http://blogs.onlineeducation.touro.edu/15-rules-netiquette-online-discussion-boards/


WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 

Each week you will need to complete the following: 

 Read the weekly modules and the corresponding assigned readings. This will be 
available every Monday at 8am PST. 

 When required, post in the weekly Discussion Forum (preferably by Thursday at 
11:59pm PST). 

 When required, respond to other students’ posts in the Discussion Forum by the 

following Monday at 11:59pm PST. 

 Complete the lesson assignments in each course module by the following 
Monday at 11:59pm PST. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS/ASSESSMENTS 

In addition to your weekly readings/discussions, you are asked to complete the 

following: 

 STOCK PORTFOLIO PROJECT & ANALYSIS: To complete this assignment, you 
will participate in a stock market contest in which you will have $100,000 with 
which to invest. You are required to submit an overall summary of your stock 

investing strategy and portfolio highlights at the end of the term.   

 CREATIVE PROJECT:  Have fun with Economics for this assignment! Your task 
is to apply economic thinking in, hopefully, a creative way.  Projects will be 

graded on two primary criteria:  
 

(1) your application/incorporation of economic concepts  
 
(2) your creativity 

 
Some projects may be less creative (such as a research paper) but contain more 
economic content. Some projects may be more creative, with less economic 

content.   
 
Suggestions:  an economic video, photo essay, artwork, editorial cartoons, 

poetry, song, short story, powerpoint presentation, web page, film review, book 
report, short research papers, etc.  Your topic does not have to be obviously 
about economics (sports, music, hobby), but your task is to relate the subject to 

economics.  
 
You must deliver your project electronically (via email, youtube link, web 

address, etc.) If your project is physical and difficult to deliver, you can take 
photographs and send those.   
 

You can work with others in the class on this assignment. HOWEVER, if you are 



working in a group, the project should reflect the work of multiple people or your 
grade may suffer.  

 QUIZZES: There will be graded quizzes weekly.  In addition, there will be 
optional ungraded practice quizzes available to help you in your preparation for 
graded quizzes and exams.   

 
EXAMS:  There will be four exams during the summer term.  I will drop your 
lowest exam grade when calculating your final grade.   

Additional information about each project/assessment will be accessible under the 

ASSIGNMENTS button in the course navigation links.   

Grading Criteria                                                                                                     

POINTS POSSIBLE 

Discussion/Miscellaneous Participation 82 points 

Graded Quizzes 118 points 

Exams 600 points 

Stock Project Set-Up, Participation & 
Summary 

100 points 

Creative Project   100 points 

Extra Credit ??? 

Total 
1000 

points 

LETTER GRADE PERCENTAGE 

 A:  90-100% 

 B:  80-89 % 

 C:  70-79 % 

 D:  60-69% 

 F:  59% and below 

GRADES 

You can view your grades using the GRADEBOOK button in the course navigation links. 
Please check your grades regularly to make certain that I have received all your 
assignments. If you have a question about a grade, email me through PRIVATE 

MESSAGES. Please do not post your personal concerns in a discussion forum. 

Other Course Policies                                                                                             

LATE WORK 



You must complete assignments on time. You will have a 24 hour grace period after 
each deadline. Assignments will not be available after the grace period ends. If you 

have an extenuating circumstance, please contact me by private message before the 
assignment is due to make alternate arrangements. 

DROP 

In order to avoid getting an F for the course, it is your responsibility to officially 
withdraw from the class prior to the deadline. 

If you do not post your INTRODUCTION in the DISCUSSION forum by the first 

Wednesday (11:59 PM PST) after this class begins, you will be dropped from 
class for non-attendance. 

Students who do not participate in class, that is, who consistently do not complete 
assignments, quizzes, respond to forums or turn in other work will be dropped from the 

class for non-participation. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY/STUDENT CONDUCT 

As a student at ECC, you are expected to follow the College’s guidelines for Academic 
Honesty/Student Conduct. This means that you should not: 

 cheat 

 plagiarize (use another person’s words or ideas as your own without 

proper documentation) 

 collaborate with others unless specifically requested in an assignment or 
discussion 

 let another student login to your ETUDES account 

Failure to follow this policy will result in disciplinary action which can affect your 
academic standing in the College. 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

ADA Statement:  El Camino College is committed to providing educational 

accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to 
the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 
accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 

the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, 
contact the Special Resources Center. 
 

Online courses are required to meet ADA accessibility guidelines. This means that all 
aspects of the online learning experience are accessible. Please let me know if you have 
adaptive software and hardware to assist you with taking this course or if you have any 

specific needs I should be aware of.  

Additional Resources                                                                                              



DISTANCE EDUCATION WEBSITE/TECH SUPPORT 

The ECC Distance Education office has resources to help you with your online learning 
experience. Check out their website at http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-

ed/.  If you need technical assistance at any time regarding ETUDES, or to report a 
problem, you can find helpful information, contact information and an ETUDES tutorial.  

It is also helpful if you let me know what kinds of technical difficulties you encounter so 
I can continue to improve the course. 

ADDITIONAL STUDENT RESOURCES 

There are many services on campus to help you achieve success in your courses. Check 

out this Student Services Link for information on library services, computer labs 
and Online Tutoring. 

Course Schedule                                                                                                    

Week 1:   

 What is Economics? 

 Virtual Stock Exchange 

 The Five Foundations of Economics 

Week 2: 

 Scientific Thinking 

 The Market At Work 

 EXAM 1 

Week 3:   

 Greed Is Good. Or Is It? 

 Introduction to Macroeconomics and GDP 

Week 4:   

 Unemployment 

 The Price Level and Inflation 

 EXAM 2 

Week 5:   

 Economic Growth 

 Aggregate Demand/Aggregate Supply Model 

Week 6:   

http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/
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 The Great Recession, Great Depression, and Great Macroeconomic Debates 

 Federal Budgets 

 EXAM 3 

Week 7: 

 Fiscal Policy 

 Money and the Federal Reserve 

 CREATIVE PROJECT DUE 

Week 8: 

 Monetary Policy 

 International Trade 

 STOCK PROJECT DUE 

 EXAM 4 

 
This syllabus will self destruct in 8 weeks.  


