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El Camino College  
Summer 2015 

 

Phil 2  (Introduction to Philosophy) 

Instructor:   Shahrokh Haghighi, Ph. D. 

Section:  2523 

Class Meetings: SOCS 121, MTWTh   10:30 - 12:35 

Office:   ARTB 320 

Office Hours:  Monday, 12:40-1:40 

E-mail:  shaghighi@elcamino.edu  OR  shahrokh.Haghighi@csulb.edu  

 

Course Description 

This course examines the main areas of philosophy, which include ethics, epistemology, and metaphysics. 

Students will explore values and beliefs, moral actions, freedom, the soul and God, and what constitutes a 

fulfilling life.  
 

 Course Objectives:  

1. Explain and differentiate three main areas of philosophy: ethics, epistemology and metaphysics.  

2. Explain the difference between knowledge and beliefs about the physical world (the realm of science) and 

knowledge and beliefs about moral issues and metaphysical things such as God, Heaven and Hell, and souls.  

3. Assess and explain perspectives and outlooks on life that are beyond traditional societal paradigms, such 

as minority, feminist and Taoist perspectives.  

4. Distinguish between normative and descriptive ethics.  

5. Explain the difference between duty ethics and consequentialism, and illustrate this difference by applying 

the theories to an ethical problem.  

6. Differentiate moral relativism from moral objectivism, and explain their relationship to contemporary 

moral issues.  

7. Discuss and analyze what constitutes a good and fulfilling life, such as the roles of money and happiness.  

8. Analyze philosophical writing for its logical structure, coherence and acceptability, utilizing standard 

philosophical measures.  

9. Identify and analyze metaphysical problems, such as the problem of free will versus determinism; the 

existence of God; the ultimate nature of reality; and the nature and existence of consciousness.  

10. Clarify the difference between conviction, belief and knowledge.  

11. Compare and contrast epistemological theories concerning the source, extent and limits of knowledge.  

12. Analyze different systems of government, focusing especially on their justifications and their 

assumptions about human nature.  

13. Compare the conflict between the ideals of equality and security with individualism and liberty.  
 

Student Learning Outcomes:   
SLO # 1 Epistemological Terminology - Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the basic epistemological 

terminology and issues such as the source and basis of our beliefs, empiricism v. rationalism, and the problem of induction. 

SLO # 2 Metaphysical Concepts and Arguments - Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of Metaphysical 

Concepts and Arguments regarding such issues as free will vs. determinism, the mind-body problem, and whether God 

exists. 

SLO # 3  Morality - Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of some of the basic issues and topics related to 

morality, such as justice, minority perspectives, moral objectivism vs. moral relativism, various ethical theories, and/or a 

basic understanding of how those theories can be applied to contemporary moral issues. 

 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request 
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an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 

Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource 

Center.  
 

 

Student Code of Conduct:  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Required Text:   

 The Pursuit of Wisdom, by L. Pojman, 5
th

 edition, Wadsworth Publishing Company, 2006  

 Additional reading material will be posted on Etudes, as we go along, to supplement the textbook. 

 Russell “What is Philosophy?” 

 Descartes, Meditations  (excerpts) 

 Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature Book 1, (excerpts) 

 Kant:  CPR, “Introduction” 

 “Student Relativism”, Steven Satris 

  “Cultural Relativism”, Ruth Benedict 

 Utilitarianism, (excerpts), John Stuart Mill  

 “Libertarian Manifesto”, John Hospers 
 

EXAMS & GRADING INFORMATION:   

Course grades will be determined on the basis of: 

 Three Exams  

 Weekly writing assignments   

 Participation in class discussions 

 Exams will cover the reading assignments and lectures.  All homework assignments will be announced in 

class.  It is your responsibility to be aware of them.  “Not knowing” about an assignment, because of absence 

is not an acceptable excuse for failing to turn in an assignment.  All homework assignments must be typed.   
 

 Since this is primarily a discussion class, please read the assignments before they are discussed in class and be 

ready to participate in class discussions.  Much of the success or failure of this course depends upon the 

quality and extent of the discussions.  

Attendance is strongly recommended.  Experience has shown that good grades are correlated with regular 

attendance, practice, and participation.  Each class period may not seem like it covers very much, but students who do 

not come to class are often surprised at how quickly they get behind. 
 

Course Grade: 

 Exam # 1  55 points    

 Exam # 2  64 points 

 Final Exam  62 points 

 Writing assignments 52  points   (Approx.)       

 Total Points:  233 points  (Approx.)   

 

All grading will be done on a NON-CURVE percentage basis: 

 90% - 100%  A 

 80% -  89 % B 

 70% - 79 % C 

 60% - 69 % D 

 Below 60% F  

In borderline cases dramatic improvements, regular attendance, and participation in class discussions can 

have positive impact on the course grade. 
 

 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
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COURSE WEBSITE: 

We have available to us the ETUES-NG Course Management System for this class.   The website in NG for 

this class facilitates the distribution of information, last minute announcements, out-of-class discussion, and 

so on.   

To access this site: 

1. Using your browser, go to http://myetudes.org/portal  

2. Enter your “My ECC” user name into the “user id” box at the top right of the page; enter your birth 

month and day as your password.  Example: John Smith with a birthday of June 18 would enter;  

User id: john_smith 

Password: 0802.   

Don’t’ forget that your usernames might contain numbers after your last name, for those with more 

common names. 

3. Click on the “ECC PHIL 2 2523 SH SU15” tab at the top of the page to enter our class website. 

After you have logged into NG, you can change your password if you like by: 

1) Going to "My Workspace" - tab at the top of your screen  

2) Selecting on "Account" - link in the left main menu  

3) Clicking on the "Modify Details" button at the bottom of the main frame.  
  

Course Policies:  
 

1. Late Work policy:  For each day a paper or homework is late, it will be marked off 5%.  Note, days that class 

doesn’t meet and weekend days are still days.  So, if a paper is due on a Friday, and you turn it in on the 

following Monday, it will be marked off 15%.   

2. Missed Exam Policy:  You will be permitted to makeup an hour-exam ONLY IN THE CASE OF AN 

EMERGENCY, ILLNESS (with written verification from physician) OR AN EXCUSED ABSENCE (arranged 

with the instructor beforehand).  If you know you will be absent on the day of an exam, arrange to take it before 

that day.   

3. This is a philosophy class and we are here to discuss philosophical issues and develop critical thinking 

skills and dispositions.  This often involves the exploration of alternative views.  You are expected to 

listen carefully and respectfully to views expressed by others, even if you do not agree with them, to 

consider alternative views as possible, and to respond to others in a fair and reasonable manner.  

5. Every student at ECC is entitled to a classroom environment that is conducive to learning.  You are 

expected to refrain from any behavior that disrupts the learning environment including, but not limited to:  

 arriving late to class 

 holding private conversations during class 

 not turning off cell phones, eating during class 

 using headphones  

 reading non-class materials during class 

 leaving class early   

6. Compliance with the academic honesty is expected.  Students are expected to abide by ethical 

 standards in preparing and presenting material which demonstrates their level of knowledge and 

 which is used to determine grades.  These include but are not limited to the following areas: 

 Students shall not plagiarize. 

 Students shall not cheat. 

 Students shall not submit an original paper or project to more than one class  

without approval from the second instructor.   

7. It is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor in advance of the need for accommodation of a university 

verified disability. 

http://myetudes.org/portal
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Tentative Class Schedule 
 

Week 1  

  July 7-9 

 Introduction     

 What is Philosophy?   

 What is Wisdom? 

 Main Divisions in Philosophy 

 Judging Philosophical Arguments (I) 
 Readings:  Pojman, Ch. 1, pp. 1-12 

    Pojman, Ch. 2, pp. 14-27     

    Russell, “What is Philosophy?” 

    Lecture notes: “What is Philosophy?” 

Assignment # 1 (July 9) What is Philosophy? 

Week 2   

  July 13 

 Judging Philosophical Arguments (II) 
 Analyzing & Evaluating Arguments and Explanations  

Readings:  Pojman, Ch. 1, pp. 1-12 

   Pojman, Ch. 2, pp. 14-27     

   Lecture notes: “Basic Concepts in Logic and Critical Thinking” 

July 14- 16 

Assignment # 2 (July 14)  Logic 
 

 Philosophy of Religion (I) 

 Intro. to Philosophy of Religion  

Assignment # 3 (July 16) Religion 

 Philosophy of Religion (II) 

 The Design Argument  

 The Argument from Evil  

  Readings:  

    Pojman, Ch. 5, pp. 60-67 

       Ch. 7, pp. 78-185 

       Ch. 10, pp.106-118   

       Ch. 11, pp.119-135   

   Lecture notes: “Philosophy of Religion” 
 

Week 3  

  July 20 

Exam # 1  

  July 21-23 

 Epistemology  

 Knowledge, Truth, and Justification 

 What is knowledge? 

 Knowledge and Certainty 

 What is Truth? 

 Subjectivism, Relativism, Objectivism  

 Foundationalism  

 Sources of knowledge  

 Pojman, Ch 12, 13, 14 pp. 136-167  
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Essay “Student Relativism”  

Lecture notes: “Introduction to Epistemology”   

Assignment # 4  Knowledge (July 22) 

 

Week 4  

  July 27-30 

Descartes’ Rationalism 
Descartes’ Meditations I & II 

 Skepticism and Cartesian doubt 

 Knowledge and Certainty 

 The Dreaming Argument 

 The Evil Genius Argument  

 The Analysis of the piece of wax 

Reading:  Descartes, Meditations I & II   

 Cartesian (Substance) Dualism  

 Physicalism (Materialist Monism)  

 Property Dualism  

Reading: Pojman Ch 15, 16, 17 pp. 169-199 

  Lecture notes  

Assignment # 5 (Descartes (July 27) 
Hume’s Empiricism 

 Origin of Ideas 

 Association of Ideas 

 Matters of fact and Relations of Ideas 

 Necessary / Contingent Truth 

Readings: David Hume, excerpts from  A Treatise of Human Nature Book 1 
     Enquiries Concerning Human Understanding  

        Lecture notes on Hume’s Epistemology  

        Assignment # 6 – Hume (July 30)  
     Kant, Beyond Classical Empiricism and Rationalism 

 A Priori / A Posteriori Distinction 

 Analytic and Synthetic Distinction  

 How is Synthetic a priori knowledge Possible? 

 Noumena and phenomena 

  Readings: Kant, “Introduction” Critique of Pure Reason 
       Lecture notes on Kant’s epistemology 

Week 5  

  August 3 

Exam # 2  

  August 4 

 What is Moral Philosophy (Ethics)?    
 Ethics and Law 

 Ethics and Religion  

 Three ethical theories: 

o Consequentialism (teleological) 

o Duty Based (deontological) 

o Virtue Based 

 Readings:  Pojman, Ch. 23, PP. 246-254  

 Lecture notes: Introduction to Ethics 

August 5-6 

 Moral Subjectivism, Relativism, Moral Absolutism, Moral Fallibilism  
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  Readings: Pojman, Ch. 24, PP. 256-281   

    Lecture notes: Moral Relativism, Subjectivism, Absolutism 

  Video:  The Examined Life Series: “Is Morality Relative?”  

Week 6  

  August 10-13 

Assignment # 7  Relativism  (August 10) 

 Egoism/Altruism 
  Readings:   Pojman, Ch. 25, PP. 269-280  

    Lecture notes: ”Psychological & Ethical Egoism” 

 Utilitarianism  
 Readings:  Pojman, Ch. 26, PP. 281-294 

     Lecture notes:   Utilitarianism 

     J. S. Mill, “Utilitarianism” (excerpts)  

   Video:  The Examined Life Series: “Does The End Justify the Means?” 

  

 Kant’s Moral Philosophy (Duty Based Ethics)  

 Kant on Enlightenment 

 Acts done in accordance with versus acts done for the sake of duty 

 Hypothetical versus Categorical Imperative 

 Maxims   

 Three  Formulations of the Categorical Imperative 
  Readings:  Pojman, Ch. 27, PP. 295-308. 

    Kant, “What is Englightenment?” 

    Lecture notes: ”Kant’s Ethics” 

  Video:  The Examined Life Series: “Can Rules Define Morality?”   

 Aristotle’s Moral Philosophy (Virtue Based Ethics)  
 

August 12  

Assignment # 8 MC questions on Moral Philosophy         

August 13    

Final Exam   

 


