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In this course students analyze the influence of the social environment on behavior 

and social life using sociological theoretical perspectives. Components of social 

structure and social culture are critically examined through sociological theories 

and concepts including socialization, deviance, social institutions, and social change. 

Inequalities based on issues such as social class, race, ethnicity, gender, and age will 

also be analyzed. 

 

Course Objectives: 

1. Define and describe sociology as a field of study and distinguish it from other 

disciplines in the social sciences. 2. Explain and apply the sociological 

imagination as defined by C. Wright Mills. 3. Identify and describe key 

theoretical perspectives in sociology, including functionalism, conflict, and 

interactionism. Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of each perspective 

relative to a variety of social situational circumstances. 4. Identify and 

analyze prominent classic theorists in sociology, such as Karl Marx, Max 

Weber, and Emile Durkheim, as well as contemporary theorists, such as 

Peter Berger, George Ritzer, and Talcott Parsons and their contributions to 

the field of sociology. 5. Identify the six steps in the scientific method and 

distinguish between qualitative and quantitative research methods. 6. 

Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of research methodologies 

sociologists use to gather and analyze data. 7. Articulate dimensions of 

material and nonmaterial culture, including norms, values, and symbols. 8. 

Classify and define micro and macro elements of social structure, including 

status, role, social groups, organizations, and institutions. 9. Identify agents 

of socialization and describe the process of socialization throughout the life 

course. Explain the “nature vs. nurture” debate and assess socialization 



theories of human development. 10. Define deviance and social control. 

Identify and apply theories used to explain deviant behavior. 11. 

Demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts relating to social 

stratification and inequality. 12. Describe major social institutions and 

evaluate their impact on individuals and groups in American society. Discuss 

historical and contemporary changes in these institutions. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

 

SLO#1 Sociological Theoretical Perspectives- Students will demonstrate an 

understanding of the purpose of theoretical perspectives and apply sociological 

perspectives such as functionalism, conflict theory, and interactionism to social 

scenarios. 

SLO#2 Sociological Concepts- Students will define and demonstrate an 

understanding of sociological concepts, such as social structure, culture, 

socialization, deviance, and social stratification by applying them to social scenarios. 

 

ADA Statement: 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for 

students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A 

student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is 

responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 

Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 

Special Resource Center. 

 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic

%20Honesty.pdf 

 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

Required Text: 
 
Society: The Basics, 13E by John J. Macionis 
ISBN-10: 0205982514 
ISBN-13: 9780205982516 
2015 Pearson Publishing 
 
 
Classroom standards: 
 

 There will be no make-ups for missed exams or quizzes. 
 

 Always be courteous to your fellow students and refrain from 
interrupting or talking during lectures. 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp


 We expect to have lively and stimulating discussions on a variety of 
controversial subjects. So, it is critical to respect our diverse 
perspectives and opinions. Please, display a tolerant respectful attitude 
toward your classmates at all times. Disruptive behavior will not be 
tolerated. 

 
 Please turn off all electronic devices prior to entering the classroom. 

Cell phones may not be on the desktop during class. 
 

 Plagiarism (copying directly from a source without specifying the 
source) is prohibited. Students will be given 0 points for any work that 
involves plagiarism. 

 
 

Course Assignments, Points and Grading 
 

Assignments: 
 
One assignment with report and presentation = 100 points possible 

 
Exams: 
 
Midterm: 50 question Multiple Choice and True /False Test (Each question =2 
points for a total of 100 points possible)  
Final: 50 question Multiple Choice and True /False Test (Each question =2 
points for a total of 100 points possible) 
Students must bring a scantron (Form 882 E) and a sharpened no. 2 pencil    
       
Participation = 20 points possible. 
 
Course total 320 
 
Extra Credit 
Up to 5 points will be allowed with instructor’s permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Overall Point Totals: 

 

Participation                                       20 points                       Overall 

Grading Scale:               
                                                                                                               320-290 = A   

Excellent 

Assignment, report, presentation    100 points                            289-256 = B   Good 

Midterm               100 points                            255-224 = C   

Satisfactory 

Final                           100 points                 223-192 = D   

Passing  

                                                                                                               191-0     = F   

Failing 

 

Total                                                   320 points 

 

 

   

 Student Record 

 

 score  score 

Participation  Midterm  

Assignment,report&presentation      Final  

    

    

Add scores  Add scores  

Total (100)  (200)  

    

    

    

  Overall Total  

  
(Add Total from each 

category) 
 

  Extra Credit  

                           

  Final Total  

    



    

  Total points earned   

  Grade  



 

Week Date Topics Exams 

1 5/26 

Introduction & Orientation 

Sociology: Perspective, Theory, and 

Method 

 

 5/27 
Sociology: Perspective, Theory, and 

Method 
 

 5/28 
Culture and Society 

 
 

2 6/1 Socialization  

 6/2   Social Interaction  

 6/3   Groups and Organization  

 6/4 Deviance  

3 6/8   
Sexuality and Society 

& Presentation 
 

 6/9 Social Stratification & Presentation  

 6/10 Global Stratification & Presentation  

 6/11 Catch up & Review  

4 6/15  Mid Term Exam 

 6/16 
Gender Stratification & Presentation 

 
 

 6/17    Race & Ethnicity & Presentation  

 6/18 Family & Presentation  

5 6/22  Religion & Presentation  

 6/23   Education & Presentation  

 6/24  Health & Presentation  

 6/25 Wrap up & Presentation  

6 6/29 Final Day for Presentations  

 6/30 Point Reviews/calculations  

NOTE: Review for Final Exam on 7/1 

FINAL EXAM on 7/2 


