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EL CAMINO COLLEGE 

Behavioral & Social Sciences 
Political Science 1 (Summer 2015) 

Governments of the United States and California 
Instructor: Lance Widman 

 

Instructor Contact Information 

Phone: 
(310) 660-3593, Ext. 3746 
E-Mail: 

lwidman@elcamino.edu 

 

I. Required Textbook: 

Schmidt, Shelly, Bardes (SSB) 

 
Instructor’s Office Location: 

SOCS 114 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 12:35 pm – 1:05 pm

American Government and Politics Today: The Essentials, 2013-2014, Cengage Learning. 

ISBN: 9781133604372 

 

Korey (CG) 

California Government, 12th Edition, Cengage Learning. ISBN: 9781133587651 

 

II. Course Description: 
This course is a survey of the concepts, theories, and functions of the American political system. 

The basic principles of the United States Constitution and the government of California will be 

examined. Emphasis will be placed on the formal and informal influences of federalism on 

national and state governments. 

 

III. Course Prerequisites: 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

 

IV. Course Objectives: 

Students will learn the following: 
 

1. Identify the theoretical foundations and the applications of the American political system. 

2. Analyze major political institutions: the presidency, bureaucracy, Congress, Judiciary, 

elections, political parties, and interest groups. 

3. Examine and assess the implementation of democracy, including the different perspectives of 

elitism, pluralism, and majoritarianism. 

4. Evaluate the role of the mass media in the political process. 

5. Identify and discuss political culture and the function of political socialization. 

6. Compare and contrast the relationship of federal and state governmental systems and 

processes with emphasis on California. 

7. Evaluate and analyze the interdependence of economics and politics. 

8. Distinguish between civil rights and civil liberties and their evolution in American society. 

9. Assess the federal and state judicial systems and their impact on public policy. 
10. Examine and discuss the process of public policy making in relation to international and 

domestic policy issues. 

11. Assess the concept and implementation of citizenship. 

12. Analyze issues of race, ethnicity, class, age, and gender as they relate to the distribution of 

power in the political process. 
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V. Student Learning Outcomes: 
1. SLO #1 Articles and Amendments In a multiple choice test, students will demonstrate 

knowledge of the basic principles of the United States Constitution including its Articles 

and Amendments, as well as those for the government of California. 

2. SLO #2 Linkage mechanisms: In a multiple choice or written essay test, students will 

demonstrate an understanding of how political parties and interest groups serve as 

channels for popular participation, and compare/contrast the techniques they use to do 

so.” 

3. SLO #3 The Executive Branch: In a written essay or multiple choice exam, students 

will demonstrate an understanding of the various roles played by the President and 

California Governor, the political resources available to them to meet the expectations 

associated with those roles, and how those resources are limited.” 

 

VII. Grading/Exams: 
Your best three out of four exam grades will determine your course grade. Three exam efforts by 

you are required in order to calculate our course grade. All exams are objective, multiple choice. 

You must bring a #2 pencil and a Scrantron #882. There will be no make-up exams for any 

reason, although taking an exam early may be arranged. NO electronic devices of any sort are 

allowed during exams. 

 

VIII. Attendance Requirements: 
Three consecutive unexplained absences (two if a night class) or very sporadic attendance may 

result in a “drop” from the class, initiated by me. HOWEVER, it if your responsibility to read the 

Schedule of Classes concerning class drop dates --- do not leave your continued status in this 

class up to my imagination! 

Please be on time to class and let me know if you have to leave early. If you miss a class it is 

your responsibility to find out about the material covered and any announcements and/or 

assignments. 

Do not feel compelled to call me to explain why you missed a particular class session --- just get 

the notes, then we can discuss any questions you may have at the time. 

 

IX. . Statement of Student Conduct: 

 
Student Code of Conduct 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
 

X. ADA Statement: 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, 

who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for 

academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

 

XI. Children in the Classroom: 
Attendance in class is restricted by State law to only students registered in that class and 

authorized guest. 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
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XII. Cell Phones: 
Please silence your cell phones when entering our classroom. If not, the first time you may get a 

smile, the second time a snarl, the third time you are toast. 

 

XIII. Semester schedule of topics and assignments: 

 

Topic Readings 

  

Foundation Setting: theory, 

resources, power, etc. 

SSB: Ch. 1 
CG: Ch. 1 

Constitution, federalism, local 

government 

SSB: Ch. 2, 3 
CG: Ch. 2, 9, 10 

Political participation, voting 

and elections, public opinion, 

media 

SSB: Ch. 6, 9 
CG: Ch. 3, 5 

Political parties SSB: Ch. 8 
CG: Ch. 4 

Interest Groups SSB: Ch. 7 
CG: Ch. 4 

President, Governor SSB: Ch. 11, 15* 

CG: Ch. 7, 10 

Congress, Legislature SSB: Ch. 10, 14* 
CG: Ch. 6 

Administrative agencies SSB: Ch. 12, 14* 
CG: Ch. 7 

Courts, civil/criminal rights SSB: Ch. 13, 4, 5 
CG: Ch. 8 

NOTE: SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE! 


