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Sociology 101: 

Introduction to Sociology 
 

 
Summer 2015          Kassia Wosick, Ph.D. 

Course Section: 2837         Email: kwosick@elcamino.edu  

Class Location: SOCS 207       Office: SOCS 207/ARTB 320  

Class Time: 10:30am-12:35pm         Office Hours: M-Th 12:35pm-1:05pm 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

"Whatever sociology may be,  

it is the result of constantly asking the question:  

What is the meaning of this?" 
 

-C. Wright Mills 

 

 

 

Course Description 

 
In this course students analyze the influence of the social environment on behavior and social life using sociological 

theoretical perspectives. Components of social structure and social culture are critically examined through sociological 

theories and concepts including socialization, deviance, social institutions, and social change. Inequalities based on issues 

such as social class, race, ethnicity, gender, and age will also be analyzed. 

 

 

Course Objectives 

 

 Define and describe sociology as a field of study and distinguish it from other disciplines in the social sciences.  

 Explain and apply the sociological imagination as defined by C. Wright Mills. 

 Identify and describe key theoretical perspectives in sociology, including functionalism, conflict, and 

interactionism. Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of each perspective relative to a variety of social situational 

circumstances.  

 Identify and analyze prominent classic theorists in sociology, such as Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Emile 

Durkheim, as well as contemporary theorists, such as Peter Berger, George Ritzer, and Talcott Parsons and their 

contributions to the field of sociology. 

 Identify the six steps in the scientific method and distinguish between qualitative and quantitative research 

methods.  

 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of research methodologies sociologists use to gather and analyze data.  

 Articulate dimensions of material and nonmaterial culture, including norms, values, and symbols.  

 Classify and define micro and macro elements of social structure, including status, role, social groups, 

organizations, and institutions.  

 Identify agents of socialization and describe the process of socialization throughout the life course. Explain the 

“nature vs. nurture” debate and assess socialization theories of human development.  

 Define deviance and social control. Identify and apply theories used to explain deviant behavior.  

 Demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts relating to social stratification and inequality.  

 Describe major social institutions and evaluate their impact on individuals and groups in American society.  

 Discuss historical and contemporary changes in these institutions.  
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Required Text 

 

Kendall, Diana. 2015. Sociology in Our Times. (10
th
 edition). Stamford, CT: Cengage. 

 

 

Course Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 

 
SLO #1 Sociological Theoretical Perspectives: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of theoretical 

perspectives and apply sociological perspectives such as functionalism, conflict theory, and interactionism to social 

scenarios. 

 

SLO #2 Sociological Concepts: Students will define and demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts, such as 

social structure, culture, socialization, deviance, and social stratification by applying them to social scenarios.  

 
 

  

Course Requirements 

 

 Engaged Participation: Students are expected to come to class willing and prepared to learn. Lectures, 

activities, and discussions will require students to take responsibility for their learning and participate 

accordingly. It’s a sociology class…let’s have fun! 

 

 Reading Quizzes (20%): Four reading quizzes (each worth 5 points) are assigned throughout the class. Each 

quiz has ten multiple-choice questions. Students must take the quiz on the due date in class in order to receive 

credit. No make-up quizzes are allowed.  

 

 Reaction Papers (40%):  Four reaction papers (each worth 10 points) are assigned throughout the class. Each 

reaction paper is a way to critically examine issues we have addressed in class, and are not meant to be 

summaries of the reading. Students will receive a prompt/question/topic on which to base the reaction paper.  

 

 Midterm Exam (20%):   The midterm exam will consist of multiple-choice, short answer, fill-in-the-blank, 

and essay questions. Students must take the exam on the due date in class in order to receive credit. No make-

up exams are allowed. The midterm exam is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28
th
. 

 

 Final Exam (20%):  The final exam will consist of multiple-choice, short answer, fill-in-the-blank, and essay 

questions. Students must take the exam on the due date in class in order to receive credit. No make-up exams 

are allowed. The final exam is scheduled for Thursday, August 13
th
. 

 

 
Grades 

 
Each assignment is graded in points (that translate to percentages that add up to 100%). Final course grades will follow a 

standard scale (90-100=A; 80-89=B; 70-79=C; 60-69=D; 0-60=F).  

 

Grades will be calculated in the following manner: 

Reading Quizzes (4 worth 5 points each)  20%    

Reaction Papers  (4 worth 10 points each) 40%    

Midterm Exam      20%    

Final Exam     20%    

    

 

Late Policy 

 

Students are advised that reading quizzes and exams are held in-class and cannot be missed. Late assignments will be 

accepted WITH APPROVAL within 24 hours of the original due date but will be penalized unless arrangements are 

made prior to the due date. Exceptions to these rules will only be made for documented cases of illness or bereavement.  
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Academic Integrity (Student Code of Conduct) 

 

According to the El Camino College Student Code of Conduct, “It is the responsibility of all members of the academic 

community to behave in a manner which encourages learning and promotes honesty and to act with fairness toward 

others.” Therefore, incidences of academic dishonesty, collusion, and plagiarism WILL NOT be tolerated in this class. 

Refer to the following website for a full explanation of academic dishonesty and subsequent consequences: 

https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp  If I find that a student has committed a violation 

of academic integrity, the student will receive a “0” on the assignment and may fail the course. Please remember the main 

goal is for students to actually learn about sociology!  

 

 

Students with Certain Needs (ADA Statement) 

 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely 

request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 

accommodation, is responsible for identifying him/her/themselves to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To 

make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center at (310) 660-3295 or visit   

http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/ 

 

 

Student Logistics 

 
Confirming deadlines, dates and rules for dropping and/or withdrawal classes are the responsibility of the student. 

Incompletes will not be given in this class under any circumstances aside from death, duress, or extreme hardship, 

especially after the last date of withdrawal, and after having completed at least 75% of coursework. For information on 

student rights and grievance procedures, visit http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

 

A Word on Etiquette & “Netiquette” 

 

We all have many responsibilities that include other classes, jobs, pets, families, friends, sports, music, eating, 

entertainment, socializing, and living life. At the same time, this is a college course that involves exposure to scholarly 

content and skills, as well as the overall professionalization process.  Put forth your best effort and engage in class 

responsibilities in a timely manner, be respectful to the professor and fellow students, laugh, stay informed, and keep us 

informed. Good etiquette also involves respectful communication and appropriate expectations for interpersonal 

interactions. Please allow me 24-48 hours to respond to your emails. Finally, I take my position as “sociological mentor” 

seriously and have high expectations for you all as future sociologists “in training.”  I genuinely love what I do as a 

career, so trust the process, and be the best student you can be. In return, I’ll be the best professor I can be.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp
http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp
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Course Outline  

All readings should be completed prior to attending the lecture/week indicated, and all written assignments are due   

AT THE BEGINNING of class date indicated.  

 

DATE   TOPIC        REQUIREMENT DUE 

 
Week One  Introductions: Sociology, Society, and Social Life 
July 7, 8, 9   Kendall: Chapter 1   
 
 
 
Week Two  Sociological Perspectives and Theories 
July 13    Kendall: Chapter 1   
 
Week Two  Sociological Research Methods    Reading Quiz I (7/14) 

July 14, 15   Kendall: Chapter 2 
 
Week Two  Culture and Socialization     Reaction Paper I (7/16) 
July 16   Kendall: Chapters 3 & 4 
 
 
 
Week Three  Social Structure and Everyday Interaction  
July 20    Kendall: Chapters 5 & 6 
 
Week Three  Crime and Deviance      Reading Quiz II (7/21) 
July 21, 22  Kendall: Chapter 7 
   
Week Three  Social Stratification      Reaction Paper II (7/23) 
July 23   Kendall: Chapters 8 & 9 
 
 
 
Week Four   Midterm Review/Exam     MIDTERM EXAM (7/28) 
July 27, 28   
 
Week Four  Genders and Sexualities   
July 29, 30  Kendall: Chapter 11 
 
 
 
Week Five   Intimate Relationships and Families    Reaction Paper III (8/3)  
Aug 3   Kendall: Chapter 15 
     
Week Five  Race and Ethnicity       Reading Quiz III (8/4) 
Aug 4   Kendall: Chapter 10 
    
Week Five  The Economy and Politics 
Aug 5   Kendall: Chapters 13 & 14 
 
Week Five  Education, Religion, and Health Care    Reaction Paper IV (8/6) 
Aug 6   Kendall: Chapters 16, 17, 18 
 
 
 
Week Six  Social Dynamics, Development, and Change   Reading Quiz IV (8/11) 
Aug 10, 11  Kendall: Chapters 19 & 20 
 
Week Six  Conclusions and Review     FINAL EXAM (8/13) 
Aug 12, 13 


