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El Camino College – Summer 2016 - Section #4150 

History 101History 101History 101History 101    
Instructor: Dustin Black 

 
    El Camino CollegeEl Camino CollegeEl Camino CollegeEl Camino College    Mission statement:Mission statement:Mission statement:Mission statement:    El Camino College offers quality, comprehensive educational programs and services to 

ensure the educational success of students from our diverse community. ADA Statement:ADA Statement:ADA Statement:ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing 

educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a 

disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 

Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. StudentStudentStudentStudent Learning Learning Learning Learning 

Outcomes:Outcomes:Outcomes:Outcomes: Upon completion of United States History to 1877, students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in 

a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political, and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in United 

States history to 1877 and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the 

thesis. 

        

Class Meeting Information 

Lecture Meeting Days: Online 

Lecture Times: Online 

Lecture Meeting Room: Online 

 

Instructor Contact Information 

Instructor’s Office Location: Online    

Office Hours: Online 

E-Mail: Via Private Message in Etudes. 

I. Required text/materials:  
Title: Making America: A History of the  

United States, vol. I, to 1877 

Author: Berkin, et al.    

Edition: 6th 

ISBN: 978-0-495-91523-2 

 

         

Title: The Unfinished Nation, Part I,  

Early Colonization to Reconstruction  

(to 1877)  

Producer: INTELECOM 

Format: DVD (7-disc set) 

 

 
* While I recommend that each student secure their own text and DVD set for convenience, copies of all course 

materials are available for free use in the campus library. Go to the Reserve Desk, and use your student ID to 

check out materials for in-library use (usually for an hour or two at a time.) Textbooks and DVDs may be 

shelved in different locations – check with the librarian. * 

 

 

* Additional Requirements * 
The online format of this course requires that you have the following: 

 

A) Reliable access to the Internet and a computer (dial up will not suffice, and the machine you use must be either a PC 

with Windows and at least a Pentium processor or a Macintosh with at least OS 9.0)  

B) A recent version of a web browser – Firefox works best with Etudes, but Internet Explorer will do.   

C) An email address (the college will provide an email address if you do not already have one.)  

D) Current word processing software (Microsoft Word, for example.) 

E) Basic computer literacy and experience with computer communication is recommended. 
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II. Course Description: This course is a chronological survey of American history from the first Americans to 1877, focusing on American social, intellectual, political, 

economic, and diplomatic institutions. Major topics in the course include colonization, slavery, the American Revolution, Native Americans, the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

III. Course Prerequisites: Eligibility for English 1A recommended. IV. Course Objectives: 1. Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values, and life styles of 

Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans in the early colonial period. 2. Asses the American colonial experience under English domination through the political, social, 

economic, and cultural forces that shaped its development. 3. Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of enslaved peoples during the colonial era, and explain why 

slavery became the dominant labor system in the southern colonies and how it impacted American social, political, and economic systems. 4. Compare and contrast the Spanish, 

French, and British colonies in North America. 5. Analyze the major events and ideas that gave rise to the American Revolution against English rule and asses the outcome of 

the war. 6. Identify the competing political philosophies in the early national period and explain how they impacted the creation of the Constitution and the expansion of 

democracy. 7. Define the basic principals of American foreign policy from 1789 through the Civil War era, and explain how those principals were applied to American 

interactions with foreign nations, including Native Americans in the West. 8. Evaluate the evolution of the institutions of family, school, workplace, and community from 

colonial era through the Civil War period. 9. Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century European immigration on American culture, society, politics, and the 

economy. 10. Define the concept of Manifest Destiny and evaluate the process and consequences of westward expansion, including the impact of westward expansion on Native 

Americans and Mexicans. 11. Identify the nineteenth century reform movements aimed at the eradication of social ills in American society and assess how they influenced racial 

relations, gender roles, and the social hierarchy. 12. Discuss the following issues in regards to the expansion of slavery in the nineteenth century: the evolving experiences and 

culture of enslaved peoples, the northern reaction to slavery, and the impact of slavery on southern economic and social systems. 13. Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of 

the Civil War. 14. Determine how political conflicts after the Civil War led to the creation of federal and State Reconstruction programs and assess the successes and failure of 

those programs.    

 

V. Assessment Activities:  

The following activities will be used to assess mastery of student learning outcomes: 

  

 A. Chapter quizzes based on your reading in the Making America text (45 points total)   

 B. Paragraph-length summaries of The Unfinished Nation DVD episodes (42 points total)    

 C. Primary Source Analysis Exercises (10 points total) 

 D. Homework #1 (3 points total)  

  

Grand total = 100 points 
  

 

VI. Evaluation Criteria: To earn full credit on assignments & quizzes, students must demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of more than just the “names and dates” of History – yes, the Who and the When are important, but I will 

also expect you to demonstrate a grasp of such details as Where (geography), How (relevant, detailed examples), and Why 

(as in “why is this significant?”). Though such elements as grammar and sentence structure are not the primary evaluation 

criteria for a History course, confusing or poorly-written submissions are unlikely to earn full points.    

 

Late/Missed assignment policy: Given the extremely flexible nature of our online coursework, no late 

submissions will be accepted. The coursework for this online class can be completed & submitted 

wherever on the planet you may be, so I urge you to prioritize and plan accordingly. Please do not ask 

for exceptions to this policy. 
 

VII. Grading Scale: 
Based on a semester total of 100 points, the following grading scale will apply to this course: 

         

              Points Earned     =     Grade Earned 

          90-100                      A 

          79-89             B 

          68-78             C 

          57-67             D 

           0-56             F 

 
VIII. Attendance Requirements: Attendance at First Class: Students who enroll in class but do not attend the first scheduled class meeting may be dropped from the 

roster and their places given to waiting students who were unable to enroll at the time of registration. If illness or emergency prevents a student from attending the first class 

session, the student must contact the instructor. A student who registers for a class and never attends is still responsible for dropping the class. Failure to properly drop a class 

may result in a “W” and may subject the student for any and all fees associated with the class. Attendance without Official Enrollment Students will not be permitted to attend 

classes in which they are not enrolled. Exceptions may be allowed by the instructor for bonafide visitors. Students who attend a class without proper enrollment (the student did 

not properly register or add the class) by the published deadline will not be permitted to “late add” the class except for documented extenuating and mitigating circumstances. 

Attendance during Semester Students are expected to attend their classes regularly. Students who miss the first class meeting or who are not in regular attendance during the add 

period for the class may be dropped by the instructor. Students whose absences from a class exceed 10% of the scheduled 

class meeting time may be dropped by the instructor. For this online course, attendance is measured 

by your weekly activity on the course website. Periods of inactivity will be counted as absence. However, 

students are responsible for dropping a class within the deadlines published in the class schedule. Students who stop attending but do not drop may still be retained on the course 

roster and receive a failing grade. Students may view their registration status using the college’s website. Adding a Class If space is available; students who have completed 

registration may add a class by going to the first meeting of the class and securing permission of the instructor. It is the responsibility of the student to fulfill all requirements to 

add a course, and to add the course by the add deadline in accordance with college procedures. Adds will not be processed beyond the add deadline. Withdrawal from Class 

Official withdrawal from class must be processed through the online system in the Admissions Office. Failure to complete this process may result in the assignment of a letter 

grade of A through F. Dropping a Class It is the responsibility of the student to officially drop a class by the deadline date. 
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Note: I want you to succeed in this course, so please don’t wait until the “last minute” to start your 

coursework! Your access to assignments closes automatically upon the weekly deadline, and if you 

miss a submission deadline for any reason, including a materials or computer issues, you will not be 

permitted to “make up” the assignment. Completion of weekly assignments will also be used to track 

your attendance (see 10% policy mentioned above). 

 

    

    

    

Course Assignment ScheduleCourse Assignment ScheduleCourse Assignment ScheduleCourse Assignment Schedule    
There are usually several assignments due each week, and, unless otherwise noted, each week’s assignments must be 

completed by 11:30pm on the Friday night of that week. 

 

Week 1 

 Module 1: Course Introduction 
  - First Day Attendance Student Introductions *Due by 11:30pm Tuesday*  

  - Course Expectations 

  - Homework #1 *Due by 11:30pm Friday* 

 

Week 2 

 Module 2: Making a “New” World, to 1588   

  - View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 1&2 

  - Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 1 

 

 Module 3: A Continent on the Move, 1400-1725   
  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 3&4 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 2 

 

Week 3 

 Module 4: Founding the English Mainland Colonies, 1585-1732  
  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 5&6  

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 3 

 

 Module 5: The English Colonies in the 18th Century, 1689-1763   
  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 7&8  

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 4  

 

Week 4 

 Module 6: Deciding Where Loyalties Lie, 1763-1776 
  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 9&10  

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 5 

   

 Module 7: Independence and a New Nation, 1775-1783 

  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 11&12 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 6 
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Week 5 

 Module 8: Competing Visions of the Republic, 1770-1796  

  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 13&14 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 7 

 

 Module 9: The Early Republic, 1796-1804 
  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 15&16 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 8 

 

Week 6 

 Module 10: Conflict and War, 1805-1815   
  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 17&18 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 9 

 

 Module 11: The Rise of a New Nation, 1815-1836 
  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 19&20 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 10  

 

Week 7 

 Module 12:  Growth and Expansion, 1828-1848 
  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 21&22 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 11 

  Primary Source Analysis Exercise (see instructions in  

  Module & Assignments, Tests, and Surveys).  

   

 Module 13: Responses to the Great Transformation, 1828-1848 

  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episodes 23&24 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 12 

 

Week 8 

 Module 14: Sectional Conflict and Shattered Union, 1848-1860 

  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episode 25 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 13 

  

 Module 15: Civil War, 1861-1865   
  View/Summarize: The Unfinished Nation, Episode 26 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 14 

   

 Module 16: Reconstruction, 1865-1877 

  Read/Quiz: Making America, Chapter 15 

 

   
 

* Note: This schedule is tentative and subject to revision - changes will be announced in advance 

whenever possible. * 
 

 


