
POLITICAL SCIENCE 2     Facilitator: Paul M. Flor 

Summer Session 2016       Email: pflor@elcamino.edu 

El Camino College      Etudes Chat hours: Mondays & Tuesday  

Online section 4189       12:35 to 2 pm and by arrangement  

Course website: www.etudes.org Phone: (310) 900-1600 x2589 
       

Course Title: Introduction to Comparative Politics  
       

Course Description: In this course students will analyze political systems of different countries in a 

comparative context. Emphasis will be placed on studying the differences and similarities of governmental 

systems found in developed democratic nation-states. Developing countries, regional systems, and new 

democracies will also be analyzed to illustrate the complex nature of creating and maintaining a functioning 

nation-state system. 
 

Course Goal: While satisfying units needed for degree completion, this course allows students to develop a 

greater understanding of and appreciation for the American Political System.  This course is transferable to 

UC and CSU systems. 
 

Prerequisites/Co-requisites: Eligibility for English 1A, or equivalent, is strongly recommended.  Tutors & 

instructional associates are available on campus to help with writing assignments. 
 

Method of Instruction: This course is delivered through multimedia presentations, textbook companion 

websites, and online group discussions using ETUDES as the course delivery system.  Consult with the 

Distance Education office (310-900-1600 x2137) for your username and password.  Online participation is 

compulsory and contributes to your final grade.  E-mail and Internet access are necessary to complete the 

internet research and political participation assignments, to access lectures and handouts, and to 

communicate with the instructor.  Internet access is available at libraries and open computer labs. Students 

are expected to have textbooks by the second week of the semester.  Students are strongly encouraged to 

share the reading load with partners.  Study groups are recommended. 
 

Outcome Expectations for Students: Upon successful completion of the course students should be able to 

perform the following activities with 70% accuracy:  

1. Identify and assess the basic theory of comparative political analysis and the commonly applied 

methodology.  

2. Identify and evaluate the structures and functions common to all political systems.  

3. Analyze the geopolitical, cultural, and historical antecedents of nation-states for comparative analysis.  

4. Evaluate cultural-political systems in developing non-democratic nation-states.  

5. Assess procedures used in democratic political systems in the determination of policy and legislation.  

6. Evaluate and examine the major institutions that contribute to the political process.  

7. Describe and analyze the European Union as a model of regional integration.  

8. Identify and evaluate current government systems.  

9. Assess the ways in which political parties, interest groups, & public opinion affect the political process. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of the course, students should demonstrate the following 

skills:  In a written essay, the students will discuss and critically analyze both differences and similarities 

found among different political systems as they pertain to the functions that their institutions perform. 
 

Course Requirements:      Grade Scale: 

Mapping Exercises      30 points  450 – 390 points = A 

4 Current Event       40 points  389 – 320 points = B 

1 Writing Assignment      80 points  319 – 250 points = C 

Online Exercises    140 points  249 – 200 points = D 

Midterm exam       60 points  199 or less points = F 

Final exam     100 points   

Total      450 points     
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Student Responsibilities: Students must receive an assigned username and password to use for logging 

into the course website.  Contact the Distance Education office to obtain one. 

No make-ups on missed exams or assignments, unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor. 

Assignments submitted late will have points deducted, 10% per day.   

For example, an assignment worth 40 points submitted 3 days late will be deducted 30% (30% of 40 

= 12 points).  So the maximum points for a good research paper is 28 points (40 – 12 = 28). 

It is the responsibility of the student to drop the course. The instructor is not responsible for dropping 

students from the final roster.  Students who drop the course must file for a drop or a (W) Withdrawal with 

admissions & records.  Students who fail to do so and appear on the final grade roster will receive a failing 

grade of F.  Important dates to remember:  

Course begins Monday, June 20, 2016. 

The last day to add the class, the last day to drop the class without a notation on student record, and the last 

day to drop with an enrollment refund is Monday, June 27, 2016.  

The last day to drop the class with a notation of W on student record is Thursday, July 28, 2016. 

Independence Day Holiday Observance, July 04, 2016. 

Students must request an (I) Incomplete from the instructor prior to Monday, August 08, 2016. 

Course ends Thursday, August 11, 2016. 
 

Course participation and standards: Regular visits to the Etudes course portal are very important and 

critical for successful completion of this course.  Students are responsible for material from the textbook as 

well as lecture presentations in each module.  Completion of all course assignments is very important and 

critical for successful passing this course.  At any time during the Summer session, a student with five 

consecutive days of inactivity will be dropped from the course.  Submit all assignments on time as tardiness 

will be penalized.  Instructor reserves the right to make alterations to any assignments or required readings 

and/or due dates with ample notification in the event of unforeseen events. 
 

Methods of Evaluation: All final drafts of written assignments must be submitted word processed, using 

font size 12, with standard one-inch margins. 
 

1. Mapping Exercise: On the Home menu page of the course website, there is a ten part activity to test your 

geographical knowledge of regions around the world. This is the first assignment due and must be 

submitted by June 30, 2016. 
 

2. Current Event: During the 8 weeks in this course, students are required to review the international 

headlines of each week for the most important world news stories using online or printed news sources. 

Radio and televised news will not work for this assignment.  Students must submit a 1 - 2 page analysis 

addressing the following: a) a brief synopsis of the event; b) how the event relates to Comparative Politics; 

c) how the event will affect the international community; d) publication or web address and date of the 

article used.  Each current event article should answer these questions in essay format, in 3 – 4 paragraphs.  

The first current event is to be emailed from the website on 07/05/16; the second on 07/12/16; the third on 

07/25/16; and the fourth on 08/08/16. 
 

3. Writing Assignment: This task is due and must be emailed by August 10, 2016 so students are strongly 

encouraged to begin work on it as topics are presented in the course. Procrastination is highly discouraged. 

A collection of short essay prompts covering specific countries and other countries in general presented in 

this course are to be answered in two to three paragraphs each. 
 

4. Online Exams: A collection of over 500 online exercises for each chapter consisting of multiple-choice 

and true-false questions consisting of all course content presented in readings and lectures.  All exams must 

be completed online by 11:59 pm on Wednesday, August 10, 2016.  At that time, student’s total Etudes 

points are multiplied by a factor of 0.26 to convert to a basis of 140 points which will be applied to the 

student’s course total. There are two sets of exercises per chapter. 

5. Midterm Exam shall be timed.  It will be posted on ETUDES for students to complete and submit within 



the allotted time. Midterm exam covers Parts One and Two of the course and is scheduled for Thursday, 

07/14/16, at 6 am. Students have a 72 hour window to take the timed exam. Once the exam is opened, 

students have a 2 ½ hour period to complete the exam; students may use notes and the textbook.  
 

6. Final exam shall be timed as well, which means it will be posted on ETUDES for students to complete 

and submit within the allotted time.  Final exam is available on Thursday, 08/11/16, at 6 am.  Students have 

an 18 hour window to take the timed exam but once started the test expires in 3 ½ hours. There are no 

exceptions.  Students may use notes and the textbook. 
 

Supplemental Assignments, Readings & Activities: The course website has extra features that will better 

prepare students to master the subject and pass this course. The website introduces students to information 

about countries not covered in lecture or the textbook. Although these readings and study aids can be used 

to prepare for exams, there are no assignments to be submitted to the instructor for grading. Students 

interested in governmental systems of other countries or in need of extra credit may discuss options with 

the instructor. 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): Students with verifiable disabilities requiring accommodations 

should make a specific request of the instructor in a timely manner at the start of the semester and at least a 

week prior to the identified need.  The Special Resource Center is available on campus to meet needs 

outside of class.  Contact that office as soon as possible. 
 

Course Textbook: Powell, Jr., Bingham, et.al. Comparative Politics Today: A World View, 10th Edition, 

ISBN: 978-020510913-5. 
 

Orientation: There is no face-to-face meeting to discuss the course. Instead the syllabus, course 

requirements, lectures, online exercises, submission of assignments, and final exam are explained on 

ETUDES. 
 

Academic Dishonesty: Academic Dishonesty violates Section I of El Camino College’s Board Policy 5500 

Academic Honesty & Standards of Conduct. El Camino College is dedicated to maintaining an optimal 

learning environment and insists upon academic honesty. To uphold the academic integrity of the 

institution, all members of the academic community, faculty, staff and students alike, must assume 

responsibility for providing an educational environment of the highest standards characterized by a spirit of 

academic honesty. 
 

Examples of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to: 

• Representing the words, ideas, or work of another as one’s own in any academic exercise including the 

use of commercial term paper companies or online sources for essays, term papers, or research papers, 

whether free or paid. 

• Copying from another student or former student or allowing another student to copy from one’s work. 

• Allowing another individual to assume one’s identity or assuming the identity of another individual. 

• Obtaining or copying exams or test questions when prohibited by the instructor. 

• Giving or receiving information during an examination or test by any means such as sign language, hand 

signals or secret codes, or through the use of any electronic device. 

• Using aids such as notes, calculators, or electronic devices unless specifically authorized by the instructor. 

• Handing in the same paper or other assignment in more than one class when prohibited by the instructor. 

• Any other action which is not an honest reflection of a student’s own academic work. 

• Other forms of dishonesty, including, but not limited to, forgery or attempted forgery of any academic 

record; alteration or misuse of college documents, records or identification; or knowingly furnishing false 

information to the District. 
 

Responsibility of El Camino College Students: It is the responsibility of each student to conduct 

him/herself in a manner which encourages learning and promotes honesty; and to act with fairness toward 

other students in the classroom. This incorporates the notion that students should not seek an unfair 



advantage over other students when completing an assignment, taking an examination or engaging in any 

other kind of academic activity. 
 

Consequences for Academic Dishonesty: When there is evidence or knowledge of academic dishonesty 

occurring, any or all of the following actions may be imposed: 

1. The instructor may assign a failing grade to the examination or assignment in which the alleged cheating 

or plagiarism occurred.  

2. The instructor may dismiss the student from the class or activity for the present and/or following class 

session(s) as stipulated in AP 5520, section C.5: Removal by Instructor. 

3. The instructor may recommend suspension or expulsion of the student from the college as stipulated in 

BP 5500, Section III.a and V.d. This recommendation must be in accordance with El Camino College’s 

Due Process and Disciplinary Procedure. 

4. An Academic Dishonesty Report Form is filled out by the instructor and copies are submitted to the 

division dean and Director of Student Development who will keep this form in the student file and take any 

additional disciplinary action if deemed appropriate. Should there be record of multiple incidents of 

academic dishonesty or other misconduct committed by a student, he or she may be suspended from all 

classes and campus for up to two years. 
 

Course Time Schedule 

Part One: Introduction 

Topic 1 Course Begins, June 20, 2016 

Comparative Politics  

A. Politics in Global Relations  

B. Comparative Tools and Methods  

C. Defining of Basic Terms 

Reading: Chapter 1 
 

Topic 2 Basics of Constitutional Arrangements in 

a Democratic Government  

A. Types of Institutional Structures Necessary for 

Governmental Functions  

B. Procedural and Substantive Requirements of 

Democracy 

Reading: Chapter 2 
 

Part Two: System, Process, and Policy  

Topic 3 Political Culture and Political 

Socialization  

Reading: Chapter 3 
 

Topic 4 Interest Articulation 

A. Citizen Participation  

B. Interest groups 

C. Voting 

Reading: Chapter 4 
 

Topic 5 Interest Aggregation and Political Parties 

Competitive and authoritarian party systems  

Majoritarian and Multiparty systems 

Impact of Different Electoral Systems on Party 

Politics 

Reading: Chapter 5 

 

 

Topic 6 Government and Policymaking 

Parliamentary and Presidential Models 

Policy Making Process 

Reading: Chapter 6 
 

Topic 7 Public Policy 

Distribution & Extraction of resources 

Regulation 

Outputs 

Reading: Chapter 7 
 

Midterm Exam is on Thursday @ 6 am, 

07/14/16, and must be done within 72 hours. 
 

Part Three: Country Studies 

Topic 8 Current Governmental System of Great  

Britain: Geopolitical, Cultural, and Historical 

Antecedents  

A. Policy Challenges  

B. The Legacy of History  

C. The Structure of Government  

D. Parties System & Groups Interests  

E. Centralized Authority & Decentralized 

Delivery of Policy  

Reading: Chapter 8 
 

Topic 9 Current Governmental System of Russia  

A. Ensuring Continuity of Power  

B. Current Policy Challenges  

C. Historical Legacies  

D. Current Constitutional Order  

E. Interest Articulation and Aggregation  

F. Politics of Economic Reform  

Reading: Chapter 10  

 
 



Topic 10 Current Governmental System of  

China: Current Policy Challenges  

A. Historical Setting  

B. Structure of Party State  

C. Political Socialization, Culture, Participation  

D. Interest Articulation and Aggregation  

E. Policymaking, Implementation, and 

Performance  

F. Hong Kong and China’s Future  

Reading: Chapters 13 
 

Topic 11 Current Governmental Systems in Latin 

America: (Brazil) Transition towards Democracy  

A. Current Policy Challenges  

B. Historical Perspective  

C. Economy and Society  

D. Institutions and Structures of Government  

E. Political Culture, Recruitment, Participation  

F. Interest Groups and Political Parties  

G. Policy Performance and International 

Relations  

Reading: Chapter 15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic 12 Current Theocratic System in Iran:  

A. Current Policy Challenges  

B. Historical Legacy  

C. Political Culture, Socialization, Recruitment  

D. Interest Articulation and Aggregation  

E. Policy Formulation and Outcome  

Reading: Chapter 16 
 

Topic 13 Current Theocratic System in India:  

A. Current Policy Challenges  

B. History in the Making  

C. Political Institutions and the Policy process  

D. Articulation and Aggregation  

E. Democracy and Development  

Reading: Chapter 17  
 

Topic 14 Current Governmental Systems in  

Africa: (Nigeria)  

A. Current Policy Challenges  

B. Effects of History  

C. Environmental Potential & Limitations  

D. Political Socialization, Culture, Recruitment, 

& Participation  

E. Party and Elections  

F. Policy Formulation and Implementation  

Reading: Chapter 18 
 

Final Exam is available Thursday, 08/11/16 @ 6 

am and must be done within 18 hours.  

 
Mission Statement: El Camino College offers quality, comprehensive educational programs and services to ensure the educational success of 

students from our diverse community 


