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Summer 2016 
 

History 101 
United States History to 1877 (Section #2304) 

M/T/W/Th: 8:00 am- 10:05 am SOCS 212 

Instructor: Hong Herrera Thomas 

 

Dear Students, 

Welcome to History 101!  I have put together and exciting 

course for you this semester.   This is an interactive course that 
will require you to think and participate.  This course is 

designed to challenge your perspective, push you to critically 
think, and develop your writing and analytical skills.   

I am looking forward to leading you on this journey into the 
American past this semester.   

Cheers! 

Professor Hong 
 

Course Description 

This course is a chronological survey of American history from the first 

Americans to 1877, focusing on American social, intellectual, 

political, economic, and diplomatic institutions. Major topics in the 

course include colonization, slavery, the American Revolution, 

Native Americans, the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

Required Readings 

Alan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the 

American People, vol. I, 8th edition.  ISBN# 978-1259287121  

**Howard Zinn and Anthony Arnove, Voices of a People’s History of 

the United States, 2nd edition.  ISBN# 978-1-58322-916-3 

 

**There will be an electronic version of the Zinn Reader on Etudes.org 

 

 

 

Contact Info: 

Hong Herrera Thomas 

Email: hherrera@elcamino.edu 

Phone: (310) 660-3593 ext. 3756 

Office Location: SOCS 212 

Office Hours: M/T/W/Th 

7:30 am -8:00 am 

 

 

Important 

Announcement 

I am here to help! If at any 
point during the semester you 
need additional help or 

support, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  This 

class is about you and your 
learning experience.   

 
 

mailto:hherrera@elcamino.edu
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Course Objectives:  

1. Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values and life 

styles of Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans in the early 

colonial period.  

2. Assess the American colonial experience under English 

domination through the political, social, economic, and cultural 

forces that shaped its development.  

3. Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of 

enslaved peoples during the colonial era; and explain why slavery 

became the dominant labor system in the southern colonies and 

how it impacted American social, political and economic systems.  

4. Compare and contrast the Spanish, French and British colonies 

in North America.  

5. Analyze the major events and ideas that gave rise to the 

American Revolution against English rule and assess the outcome 

of the war.  

6. Identify the competing political philosophies in the early national 

period and explain how they impacted the creation of the 

Constitution and the expansion of democracy.  

7. Define the basic principles of American foreign policy from 1789 

through the Civil War era, and explain how those principles were 

applied to American interactions with foreign nations, including 

Native Americans in the West.  

8. Evaluate the evolution of the institutions of family, school, 

workplace, and community from the colonial era through the Civil 

War period.  

9. Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century 

European immigration on American culture, society, politics, and 

the economy.  

 

 

 

 

Challenges in Learning 

History 

1. History is not about 

memorizing facts. 
 

2. Maintaining appropriate 

emotional distance. 
 

3. Linking specific details to 
a broader context. 

 

Student Learning 

Outcome 

Upon completion of United 
States History to 1877, 

students will be able to 
develop and persuasively 

argue a historical thesis in a 
written assignment that 
identifies and explains major 

social, economic, political 
and/or cultural historical 

themes or patterns in United 
States history to 1877and 

apply appropriate historical 
methods to analyze and use 

primary and/or secondary 
sources as evidence to 

support the thesis. 
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Course Objectives Continued 

10. Define the concept of Manifest Destiny and evaluate the 

process and consequences of westward expansion, including the 

impact of westward expansion on Native Americans and 

Mexicans.  

11. Identify the nineteenth century reform movements aimed at 

the eradication of social ills in American society and assess how 

they influenced racial relations, gender roles and the social 

hierarchy.  

12. Discuss the following issues in regards to the expansion of 

slavery in the nineteenth century: the evolving experiences and 

culture of enslaved peoples, the northern reaction to slavery, and 

the impact of slavery on southern economic and social systems.  

13. Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of the Civil War.  

14. Determine how political conflicts after the Civil War led to the 

creation of federal and State Reconstruction programs and assess 

the successes and failures of those programs. 

Course Materials/Submission of Assignments 

Supplemental materials, lectures, handouts, and course syllabi will 

be posted on myetudes.org.   

Logging in to Etudes is simple and easy. 

1. Have your user id and password ready. 
2. Your user id is your first name, underscore, last name. This 

should all be in lower case and no spaces. For example, the 
username for Francis S. Key is francis_key. Your initial password 

has four characters based on your birth month and your birth 
date. For example, August 1 is 0801. 

3. Open a browser. Firefox works best with Etudes. (download 
Firefox)  Internet Explorer may be used.  Safari will not work 
with some Etudes functions. 

4. In the address bar, type myetudes.org and press Enter. You 
will be taken to the Etudes Login Page. 

5. In the upper-right hand corner, type your user id and 
password. Then, click the Login button. 

6. You should now see the tabs for each of your classes on top 
of the page. Click a tab to go to a particular class.  

 

 

 

Academic Honesty 

 
It is the responsibility of all 

members of the academic 
community to behave in a 

manner which encourages 
learning and promotes honesty 

and to act with fairness toward 
others.  Students should not 

seek an unfair advantage over 
other students when 

completing an assignment, 
taking an examination, or 

engaging in any other kind of 
academic activity. 
 

If students are suspected of 
cheating, one or all of the 

following may happen: 
 

1. Students will receive a 
zero on the assignment 

without the opportunity 
to make up points. 

2.  Students will be reported 
as outlined in the Student 

Code of Conduct. 
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Title IX Employee Reporting Obligations: 

El Camino College is committed to protecting the safety of 

our students. If you have been a victim of 

misconduct/assault (including experiences of sexual 

harassment, sexual assault, stalking and intimate partner 

violence), help is available. You can: 

1)     Speak with an instructor. By law, faculty must report to 

the Office of Staff and Student Diversity any information 

about sexual or gender-based misconduct shared by 

students in person, via electronic communication and/or in 

classroom papers or homework exercises. Once an 

incident has been reported you can decide whether to 

cooperate with the investigation. 

2)     Speak with a psychologist at Student Health. This 

assistance is free and confidential – psychologists are not 

required to report to the Office of Staff and Student 

Diversity. To schedule an appointment, call the Student 

Health Center at 310.660.3643 or visit their 

website: http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/health/ 

3)     Contact the Office of Staff and Student Diversity at 

310.660.3813 or visit their website for more information 

about resources on and off campus: 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/hr/diversity/ 

 

Student Resources and Student Success Act: 

Student Resources: Your success is the number one priority at El Camino College. College 

resources to help you succeed include computer labs, tutoring centers, health services, and 

services for designated groups, such as veterans and students with disabilities. For a 

comprehensive list of Academic Resources and Support Programs, 

visit:http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf 

Student Success Act: New state regulations may affect your eligibility for financial aid, your 

registration priority, and your ability to repeat classes.  For more information, 

visit:http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/S3PF15.pdf.  After completing 

15 units or prior to the end of the third semester, all students must declare a major and complete a 

comprehensive educational plan. Schedule an appointment to see a counselor for an up-to-date 

educational plan by visiting: https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/co/appointments.asp. 

 

ADA Statement 

 El Camino College is 

committed to providing 

educational accommodations 

for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the 

student to the instructor. A 

student with a disability, who 

would like to request an 

academic accommodation, is 

responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor 

and to the Special Resources 

Center. To make arrangements 

for academic 

accommodations, contact the 

Special Resource Center at 

(310) 660-3295. 

https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=bAmazDo35re06DIp6J5MYfrRhAlUSkDCwelJZ_eZjW67sdZruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAHMAdAB1AGQAZQBuAHQAcwBlAHIAdgBpAGMAZQBzAC8AaABlAGEAbAB0AGgALwA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fstudentservices%2fhealth%2f
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=mqROlzQZRvymprDMH3Oj6PyzngcaHNRCI92EMchgTN8dE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAGgAcgAvAGQAaQB2AGUAcgBzAGkAdAB5AC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fhr%2fdiversity%2f
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=WXjUy0ifLO00OMjRoGz8GsLOtK-J0q-XYjkgt-RXcTEdE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAHYAcABhAHMALwBhAGkAbQBzAC8AYQBpAG0AcwBfAGQAbwBjAHMALwBBAFIAUwBQAC4AcABkAGYA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fvpas%2faims%2faims_docs%2fARSP.pdf
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=L_sPc8U-Sbgx-Lijt4CaomW1V3OE8UEyT0pq9JFmhuodE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAHYAcABhAHMALwBhAGkAbQBzAC8AYQBpAG0AcwBfAGQAbwBjAHMALwBTADMAUABGADEANQAuAHAAZABmAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fvpas%2faims%2faims_docs%2fS3PF15.pdf
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=8vMFpAJ1FLAHlR2MUxBIOz4aUq47sQjSk3oGfZo8CFUdE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB3AHcAdwAuAGUAbABjAGEAbQBpAG4AbwAuAGUAZAB1AC8AcwB0AHUAZABlAG4AdABzAGUAcgB2AGkAYwBlAHMALwBjAG8ALwBhAHAAcABvAGkAbgB0AG0AZQBuAHQAcwAuAGEAcwBwAA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fstudentservices%2fco%2fappointments.asp
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Grading  

Writing Assignments 

All writing assignments are submitted electronically through Etudes 

and NO hard copies need to be turned in.  You can find the link to 

submit them under the tab, “Assignments, Test, and Surveys.”  

Grades and comments can be accessed through Etudes.   

Short Essays 

There will be 2 short essay responses worth 50 points each.  They 

are 2 pages (about 500 words) in length.  You will be given a pool 

of questions and must choose 1 to answer.  These short answers 

should focus on the materials presented in lecture, discussed in 

class, and covered in course text.  There should be no outside 

research.   

Primary Source 

You will be responsible for 2 primary source document analyses 

worth 25 points each from Howard Zinn’s Voices of a People’s 

History of the United States.  Your analysis will be 2 pages (or about 

500 words) in length and will consist of two components: a 

summary of key ideas or points from the document and an 

analysis.  The analysis portion should include a reflection of the 

primary document, relate key themes and ideas from the 

text/lecture, and raise questions.  You will choose 1 set of readings 

to complete this assignment (you must, however, read all 

documents assigned).   

Participation 

Participation is integral to the learning process and this class.  You 

will be responsible for completing all the articles posted on Etudes 

and leading class discussion.  I will give you an opportunity to 

discuss materials in small groups before we convene as a class.  

You will be expected to contribute to these discussions.  The 

inability to do so will result in a low participation grade.   

 

 

  

 

Grade Scale 

A: 300-270 

B: 269-240 

C: 239-210 

D: 209-180 

F: 179-0 

 

Due Dates: 

1. Essay #1: 6/3 (50 pts) 
2. Primary Source #1: 6/10 

(25 pts 
3. Research Paper Draft: 

6/17(10 pts) 
4. Primary Source #2: 6/24 

(25 pts) 
5. Research Paper: 7/1 (100 

pts) 
6. Essay #2 7/11 
7. Participation: each class 

meeting (40 pts) 
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Research Paper 

 

“Colonial American history Through My Lens” is a research paper 

based on your current identity transplanted back to colonial 

America from the period of pre-colonial until 1877.   

 

Your task is first to deconstruct your identity.  You should ask 

yourself the following questions to start: 

 

1. What racial/ethnic group do I belong to?  Am I bi-racial? Multiple 

racial?   

2. What economic class do belong to?  Not your parents, but you as a 

single person.  (This will help determine if you are of European 

descent your passage to the colonies for example). 

3. What religion, if any do you practice? 

4. What is your gender identity? Or what is your sex?   

5. What is your marital status? 

6. What is your political views? What party would I belong to? 

 

 

You would then research what laws, court cases, customs, and social 

practices apply to you.  I expect you to find at least 3-5 laws that pertain 

to your identity.   

 

The introductory paragraph must contain an argument (thesis).  Although 

this seems to be an informative paper, it still must have a point.  For 

instance, “The life of a typical Mexican woman during the colonial period 

in America was exceptionally challenging.  Through the scrutiny of the 

concept of the cult of domesticity, Manifest Destiny, and the Greaser Law 

it becomes apparent that Mexican women faced a multitude of oppression 

much like her African American counterpart that still intimately defines 

her position in society today.” 

 

 

 

Paper Logistics 

1. 5-6 pages (1,250-1,500 

words)  

2. Citations in MLA, APA, or 

Chicago Style with works 

cited page 

3. Use primary and 

secondary sources 

4. Contains an argument 

  

 

Goals: 
a. Identify primary source 

documents appropriate to 

your research. 

b. Interpret the application of 

laws, court cases, and 

customs. 

c. Create an argument and use 

primary sources to support 

your claim. 

d. Understand the critical 

connection of the historical 

past and how it shapes 

today’s experiences. 
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Research Paper Continued 

Next, you would begin to construct your “colonial identity” in first 

person.  You would introduce yourself, how you came to the colonies 

(this is what we call “historical fiction,” of course I am not expecting you 

to know that you came on the Mayflower and landed on Plymouth, but 

rather, based on your racial/ethnic identity, what would have your point of 

entry have been?)  I understand that some groups will have a challenge 

finding a point of entry, for instance, in my case, very few Vietnamese 

would have been in colonial America.  I would use as a reference point 

the entry of the Chinese.  In my research I found that in 1834 the first 

Chinese woman Julia Foochee ching-chang king (Afong Moy) came to 

the United States.  I would then use the Chinese experience to inform how 

a person like myself would experience life in the US.   

 

What do you do for a living?  What challenges do you face in the 

colonies?  What advantages if any?  How are you treated?   

 

Third, I want you to then befriend another person that differs from your 

racial identity and explain their situation and life in the colonies.   

 

Fourth, I want you to situate yourself in a major historical event and 

explain your perspective or role.  For instance, if you are Native, how 

would you have reacted to the Indian Removal Act of 1830? 

 

Last, I want you to reflect on your current identity and your life in the 

United States?  How has the legacy of the experience of a person like 

yourself in colonial America impact your experiences today?  What have 

you learned from your research?   

 

Remember, I want you to be creative, but I need to see that you have done 

your research.  You need to identify and explain laws, court cases, and 

social customs.  Your historical event should also explain the significance 

and impact it had in history.   

 

 

Grading Criteria  
 

THESIS and ARGUMENT  

10 points 

CONTENT 

There is a development of 

your historical self and your 

historical “friend”—adhering 

to the minimum requirement 

of 3 laws, customs, court 

cases each. 

There is a discussion of a 

historical event. 

 60 points 

ORGANIZATION and 

GRAMMAR  

The essay is clear, easy to 

read, the sequence of 

evidence is logical and 

supports the argument.  The 

paper is largely free from 

grammatical errors. 

5 points 

CONCLUSION 

There is a connection to 

contemporary times and a 

discussion of legacy.   

15 points 

CITATION/LENGTH 

MLA or Chicago Style 

citations are present.  Meets 

5-6  page requirement. 

10 points 
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Tentative Reading and Assignment Schedule 

     Readings   Due 

Week 1   

Tuesday: 5/31 Class 
Introduction/Course 

Expectations 

Log onto myetudes.org 
 

Wednesday: 6/1 Brinkley: pgs. 1-24, The 

Collision of Cultures 
 

Zinn: pgs. 35-44, 
Bartolome de Las 

Casas, Two Readings on 
the Legacy of 

Columbus 

Bring notes to class and be 

prepared to discuss Zinn 
readings.  

Thursday: 6/2 Brinkley: pgs. 25-52, 
Transplantation and 

Borderlands 
 
Zinn: pgs. Pgs. 63-65, 72-

76: Servitude 
 

Etudes: Michael Omi, 
Racial Formations; Pem 

Davidson Buck, 
Constructing Race, 

Creating White Privilege 

Bring notes to class and be 
prepared to discuss Zinn and 

Etudes readings. 

Friday: 6/3  Essay #1 Due: 6/3  
Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 

 

Week 2   

Monday: 6/6 Brinkley: pgs. 53-81, 
Society and Culture in 

Provincial America 
 

Zinn: pgs. 54-61: The First 
Slaves 

Bring notes to class and be 
prepared to discuss Zinn 

readings. 

Tuesday: 6/7 Brinkley: pgs. 82-104, The 
Empire in Transition 

Zinn: pgs. 80-91, 
Preparing the 

Revolution 
 

Bring notes to class and be 
prepared to discuss Zinn 

readings. 

Wednesday: 6/8 Brinkley: pgs. 105-130, 

The American 
Revolution 

Bring notes to class and be 

prepared to discuss Zinn 
readings. 



   

  Page 9 of 11 

   
 

 

Zinn: pgs. 96-113: Half a 
Revolution 

Thursday: 6/9   

Friday: 6/10  Primary Source Doc #1 Due: 
6/10 

Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 

 

Week 3   

Monday: 6/13 Brinkley: pgs. 131-150, 
The Constitution and the 

New Republic 
Etudes: Allan G. 

Johnson, Patriarchy 

Bring notes to class and be 
prepared to discuss Etudes 

readings. 

Tuesday: 6/14   

Wednesday: 6/15 Brinkley: pgs. 151-179, 

The Jeffersonian Era 

 

Thursday: 6/16 Brinkley: pgs. 197-220, 
Jacksonian America 
 

Zinn: pgs. 133-152; 
Indian Removal 

 
Etudes: Andrea Smith, 

Sexual Violence as a 
Tool of Genocide 

Bring notes to class and be 
prepared to discuss Zinn and 
Etudes readings. 

Friday: 6/17  Research Paper Draft Due: 

6/17 
Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 

 

 

Week 4   

Monday: 6/20 Brinkley: pgs. 221-246, 

America’s Economic 
Revolution 

 
Zinn: pgs. 117-123; 126-

129, The Early Women’s 
Movement 

Bring notes to class and be 

prepared to discuss Zinn 
readings. 

Tuesday: 6/21 Brinkley: pgs. 247-267, 
Cotton, Slavery, and the 

Old South 
 

Zinn: pgs. 167-196, 
Slavery and Defiance 

Bring notes to class and be 
prepared to discuss Zinn 

readings. 
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Etudes: Douglas C. 
Baynton, Disability and 

the Justification of 
Inequality in American 

History 

Wednesday: 6/22   

Thursday: 6/23 Brinkley: pgs. 268-288, 

Antebellum Culture and 
Reform 

 

 

Friday: 6/24  Primary Source Doc #2 Due: 
6/24 

Submit via Etudes by 10 PM  

 

Week 5   

Monday: 6/27 Brinkley: pgs. 289-312 

The Impending Crisis 
Zinn: pgs. 153-166, The 

War on Mexico 

 

Tuesday: 6/28 Brinkley: pgs. 313-342, 
The Civil War 

 

Wednesday: 6/29   

Thursday: 6/30 Brinkley: pgs. 343-370, 
Reconstruction and the 

New South 

 

Friday: 7/1  Research Paper Due: 7/1 
Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 

 

Week 6   

Tuesday: 7/5   

Wednesday: 7/6  Presentations 

Thursday: 7/7  Presentations 

Friday:    

 

Week 7   

Monday: 7/11  Essay #3 Due: 7/11 
Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 
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Your Responsibilities 

1. Arrive to class on time and stay for the entire class period. 

 

2. Complete readings before class. 

 

3. Timely submission of assignments. 

 

4. Refrain for using electronic devices in class—includes texting, recording, and taking pictures. 

 

5. Participate, ask questions, and be active in the learning process. 

 

**Failure to adhere to the above may result in disciplinary action as outlined in the following: 

Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 


