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Summer 2016 
 

Women’s Studies 1 
Introduction to Women’s Studies (2904) 

Meetings: M/T/W/Th: 10:30 AM-12:35 PM 

Place: Social Sciences 212 

 

Dear Students, 

Welcome to Women’s Studies 1!  I have prepared an exciting and 

engaging course for you this semester.  This semester our course 

theme centers on power.   In this classroom we will create a learning 

environment that requires you to participate and listen to the 

perspective and opinion of others.  I will work hard to create a 

space that fosters critical thinking and mutual respect.  This will 

require you to keep up with the readings, reflect, and participate.  I 

look forward to a dynamic semester with you.   

 

Cheers! 

 

Professor Hong  

Course Description  

This interdisciplinary course introduces students to the field of women’s 

studies.  The history of feminism, feminist thought, and women’s studies 

as an academic discipline will be examined and assessed.  The social 

construction of sex, gender, and sexuality, the representation of 

women in American society, and the role of women in American 

institutions will be analyze from theoretical perspectives of various 

academic disciplines.  Feminist perspective will be utilized to critically 

analyze race, ethnicity, social class, and sexuality and age as they 

correlate with sex and gender in American society. 

Course Text 

Kerber, Linda K. Women’s America: Refocusing the past. 8th ed. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2016. (ISBN: 9780199349340). 

 

**There is a copy the text in the library.  

 

Contact Info:  

Hong Herrera Thomas 

Email: hherrera@elcamino.edu 

Phone: (310) 660-3593 ext. 3756 

Office Location: SOCS 212 

Office Hours: M/T/W/Th 

7:30 am -8:00 am 

 

Important 

Announcement 

I am here to help! If at any 

point during the semester you 

need additional help or 

support, please do not hesitate 

to contact me.  This class is 

about you and your learning 

experience.   

 
 

mailto:hherrera@elcamino.edu


   

  Page 2 of 9 

   
 

Course Objectives 

1. Define key terms relevant to women's studies including sex, gender, 

feminism, and patriarchy.  

2. Describe and analyze the history of feminism and feminist thought as 

they relate to the development of women's studies as an academic 

discipline.  

3. Evaluate the social construction of sex, gender, and sexuality in 

American society.  

4. Analyze the representation of women in the American media.  

5. Assess historical changes in American institutions including the family, 

economy, politics, education, and religion as they relate to the role and 

status of women.  

6. Identify and evaluate various roles women currently play in the 

institutions of American society including the family, economy, politics, 

education, and religion.  

7. Critically analyze race, ethnicity, social class, sexuality, and age as they 

correlate with sex and gender in American society.  

8. Assess the future of feminism and the women's movement in the United 

States. 

Ground Rules  
(Developed by Lynn Weber) 

1. Acknowledge that prejudice and discrimination based on race, class, 

sex, sexual orientation, and physical differences exist.  

2. Acknowledge that all of us have learned misinformation about our own 

group and about members of other groups, whether we belong to a 

majority or minority group.  

3. Agree not to blame ourselves or others for the misinformation we have 

learned in the past, but accept responsibility for not repeating 

misinformation after we have learned otherwise.  

4. Assume that people--both those we study and those in this class--do 

the best they can.  

5. Never demean, devalue, or in any way "put down" people for their experiences, backgrounds, or 

statements. This does not mean that you can't disagree, only that you must do so respectfully. 

 

  

 

 

Student Learning 

Outcomes 

1. Representations of Women in 

American Media: Students will 

evaluate representations of 

women in American media by 

analyzing how women are 

depicted in various forms of 

media such as lyrics or 
advertisements.     

2. Gender Inequality in Social 

Institutions: Students will analyze 

gender inequality in 
contemporary social institutions.  

Course Goals  

This is your education and your 

space to learn.  I expect you to 

complete your reading 

assignments before the start of 

class and complete your 

assignments on time.  I 

encourage you to push yourself 

and contribute to class 

discussions and ask questions.  

The quality of the course is 

dependent on how much time 

and effort you contribute.   
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Title IX Employee Reporting Obligations 

El Camino College is committed to protecting the safety of 

our students. If you have been a victim of 

misconduct/assault (including experiences of sexual 

harassment, sexual assault, stalking and intimate partner 

violence), help is available. You can: 

1)     Speak with an instructor. By law, faculty must report to 

the Office of Staff and Student Diversity any information 

about sexual or gender-based misconduct shared by 

students in person, via electronic communication and/or in 

classroom papers or homework exercises. Once an 

incident has been reported you can decide whether to 

cooperate with the investigation. 

2)     Speak with a psychologist at Student Health. This 

assistance is free and confidential – psychologists are not 

required to report to the Office of Staff and Student 

Diversity. To schedule an appointment, call the Student 

Health Center at 310.660.3643 or visit their 

website: http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/health/ 

3)     Contact the Office of Staff and Student Diversity at 

310.660.3813 or visit their website for more information 

about resources on and off campus:                           

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/hr/diversity/ 

Student Resources and Student Success Act 

Student Resources: Your success is the number one priority at El Camino College. College 

resources to help you succeed include computer labs, tutoring centers, health services, and 

services for designated groups, such as veterans and students with disabilities. For a 

comprehensive list of Academic Resources and Support Programs, 

visit:http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf 

Student Success Act: New state regulations may affect your eligibility for financial aid, your 

registration priority, and your ability to repeat classes.  For more information, 

visit:http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/S3PF15.pdf.  After completing 

15 units or prior to the end of the third semester, all students must declare a major and complete a 

comprehensive educational plan. Schedule an appointment to see a counselor for an up-to-date 

educational plan by visiting: https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/co/appointments.asp. 

 

ADA Statement 

 El Camino College is 

committed to providing 

educational accommodations 

for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the 

student to the instructor. A 

student with a disability, who 

would like to request an 

academic accommodation, is 

responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor 

and to the Special Resources 

Center. To make arrangements 

for academic 

accommodations, contact the 

Special Resource Center at 

(310) 660-3295. 

https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=bAmazDo35re06DIp6J5MYfrRhAlUSkDCwelJZ_eZjW67sdZruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAHMAdAB1AGQAZQBuAHQAcwBlAHIAdgBpAGMAZQBzAC8AaABlAGEAbAB0AGgALwA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fstudentservices%2fhealth%2f
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=mqROlzQZRvymprDMH3Oj6PyzngcaHNRCI92EMchgTN8dE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAGgAcgAvAGQAaQB2AGUAcgBzAGkAdAB5AC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fhr%2fdiversity%2f
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=WXjUy0ifLO00OMjRoGz8GsLOtK-J0q-XYjkgt-RXcTEdE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAHYAcABhAHMALwBhAGkAbQBzAC8AYQBpAG0AcwBfAGQAbwBjAHMALwBBAFIAUwBQAC4AcABkAGYA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fvpas%2faims%2faims_docs%2fARSP.pdf
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=L_sPc8U-Sbgx-Lijt4CaomW1V3OE8UEyT0pq9JFmhuodE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAHYAcABhAHMALwBhAGkAbQBzAC8AYQBpAG0AcwBfAGQAbwBjAHMALwBTADMAUABGADEANQAuAHAAZABmAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fvpas%2faims%2faims_docs%2fS3PF15.pdf
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=8vMFpAJ1FLAHlR2MUxBIOz4aUq47sQjSk3oGfZo8CFUdE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB3AHcAdwAuAGUAbABjAGEAbQBpAG4AbwAuAGUAZAB1AC8AcwB0AHUAZABlAG4AdABzAGUAcgB2AGkAYwBlAHMALwBjAG8ALwBhAHAAcABvAGkAbgB0AG0AZQBuAHQAcwAuAGEAcwBwAA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fstudentservices%2fco%2fappointments.asp
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Grading 

Essay 

There will be 5 short essays (2 pages double spaced each or 

approximately 500 words), each are worth 50 points.  You will be 

asked to answer a question based on course lectures and 

readings.  You must cite course materials and lecture within the 

body of your essay to receive a grade.  No outside research is 

necessary, and a paper that fails to cite any of the course text will 

be given a zero. You will submit all essays via Etudes by the stated 

due date. 

 

Media Images 

During week 3, we will be viewing the documentary, Killing US 

Softly 4 that deals with images of women in advertisement.  We will 

be deconstructing how society and culture shapes gendered 

expectations.  You will bring in 3 images of “women” and 3 images 

of “men” collected from mainstream media.  As a group, you will 

create a collage and give a 5 minute presentation identifying 

common themes and significance of the images.  This assignment 

is worth 25 points and cannot be made up if you are absent.  

 

Gender Experience 

 

This is an art piece that you will create as a culmination of 

concepts you learned in class and how it has supported, 

challenged, or changed your understanding of your gendered 

experience.  You will be asked to photograph how you experience 

gender in your daily life (i.e. you may photograph your morning 

beauty ritual supplies).  You will produce two photos of yourself, 

the first one will be a black and white photo of yourself.  No weird 

angles, no inappropriate attire, just a headshot.  The second one 

will be of yourself in the background of the place that makes you 

happy.   

 

You will present these photos in class in a digital format with a song 

that you have chosen that describes who you are.  This oral 

presentation will be about 5 minutes long. This project is worth 50 

points.   

  

 

Grade Scale 

A: 500-450 

B: 449-400 

C: 399-350 

D: 349-300 

F: 299-0 

 

Due Dates: 

1. Essay #1: 6/3 (50 points) 
 

2. Research Topic: 6/8 (10 
points) 

 
3. Essay #2: 6/10 (50 points) 

 
4. Thesis & Bibilography:6/15 

(15 points) 
 

5. Essay #3: 6/17 (50 points) 
 

6. Media Images: 6/20 (25 
points) 
 

7. Essay #4: 6/24 (50 points) 
 

8. Research Paper: 7/1 (100 
points) 

 
9. Gender Experience 

Project: 7/5 (50 points) 
 

10. Essay #5: 7/11 (50 points) 
 

11. Participation (50 points) 
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Grading Continued 

Research Paper 

You will be responsible for a 5 page research paper on a gender 

problem in United States society.  You must use 3 academic 

resources which include books, academic articles, and 

appropriate online sources.  Your paper must contain an 

argument.  (Usually the argument identifies why or how the 

problem still exist).  There must be a discussion of the historical 

background of your gender issue.  Vague notions of “it has always 

been a problem” will not suffice.  Please be sure to include 

discussions based on such identities as race, class, sexual 

orientation, or disability as appropriate.  You must demonstrate the 

reach and impact of this problem not just to a specific group, but 

how it contributes at the systematic level.  There should be a 

discussion of the importance of the concept of “power” as we 

discussed in class.  You must also proffer solutions to this problem 

on the individual, community, national, and global level.   

 

You may discuss issues of masculinity, but it has to connect and 

have a substantial discussion of the role and impact of women.  

This also includes research paper on third sex or non-gender 

conforming topics.   

 

Participation 

 

Participation is integral to the learning process and this class.  I 

expect that you will be prepared to discuss all materials in class.  

You will be responsible for completing the articles posted on 

Etudes and leading class discussion.  I will give you an opportunity 

to discuss materials in small groups before we convene as a class.  

You will be expected to contribute to these discussions.  The 

inability to do so will result in a low participation grade.   

  

 

Important 

Announcement 

DO NOT PLAGIARIZE!  It is the 

responsibility of all members of 

the academic community to 

behave in a manner which 

encourages learning and 

promotes honesty and to act 

with fairness toward 

others.  Students should not seek 

an unfair advantage over other 

students when completing an 

assignment, taking an 

examination, or engaging in 

any other kind of academic 
activity. 

Please refer to the Student Code 

of Conduct and Academic 

Dishonesty 

 

Grading Rubric 

(Research Paper) 
Thesis/ 
Argument 

10 pts 

Historical 

Context 

15 pts 

Content 50 pts 

Conclusion/S

olutions 

10 pts 

Sources/ 
Length 

10 pts 

Organization/

Grammar 

5 pts 
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Tentative Schedule 

Week 1   

Tues: 5/31 Introductions  

Wed: 6/1 Etudes: bell hooks, Feminism; Allan G. 
Johnson, Patriarchy 

Kerber: Kathleen M. Brown, The Anglo-
Indian Gender Frontier, pgs. 12-23 

Come with notes to discuss 
articles from Etudes.  

Thurs: 6/2 Etudes: Douglas C. Baynton, Disability 
and the Justification of Inequality in 

American History 
Kerber:  Jennifer L. Morgan, “Some Could 

Suckle Over Their Shoulder,” pgs. 24-33. 

Come with notes to discuss 
articles from Etudes. 

Fri: 6/3  Essay #1 Due: 6/3  
Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 

 

Week 2   

Mon: 6/6 Etudes:  Judith Lorber, “Night to His Day.” 
Kerber: Mary Beth Norton, An indentured 

Servant Identifies as “Both Man and 
Woeman,” pgs. 34-43; Carroll Smith 

Rosenberg, The Female World of Love and 
Ritual, pgs. 189-201. 

 

Come with notes to discuss 
articles from Etudes. 

Tues: 6/7 Etudes: Pem Davidson Buck, Constructing 

Race, Creating White Privilege.   
Kerber: pgs. 106-109; Stephanie Jones-

Rogers, Mistress in the Making, pgs. 139-147; 
Thavolia Glymph, Women in Slavery, pgs. 

147-157 

Come with notes to discuss 

articles from Etudes. 

Wed: 6/8 Etudes: Andrea Smith, Sexual Violence as a 
Tool of Genocide. 

Kerber: Sharon Block, Lines of Color, Sex 
and Service, pgs. 188; Rose Stremlau, “I 

Know What an Indian Woman Can Do,” 
pgs. 227-237 

Come with notes to discuss 
articles from Etudes. 

 
Research Paper Topic Due: 

6/8 
Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 

Thurs: 6/9 Kerber: pgs. 212; Susan Zaeske, Signatures 
of Citizenship,” pgs. 213-221; Gerda Lerner, 

The Meaning of Seneca Falls, pgs. 221-227; 
pgs. 238-254.  

 

Fri: 6/10  Essay #2 Due: 6/10 

Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 
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Week 3   

Mon: 6/13 Etudes: William Ryan, 

Blaming the Victim; Kimberle 
Crenshaw, Mapping the 

Margins.   
 

Come with notes to discuss 

articles from Etudes. 

Tues: 6/14 In Class Screening: Sin by 
Silence 

 

Wed: 6/15 Kerber: Joan Jacobs 

Brumberg, Fasting Girls, pgs. 
420-428; Vicki Ruiz, The 

Flapper and the Chaperone, 
pgs. 428-435; Cheryl D. Hicks, 

Mabel Hampton in Harlem, 
pgs. 435-451. 

Research Paper Thesis & 

Bibliography Due: 6/15 
Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 

Thurs: 6/16 In Class Screening: Killing Us 
Softly 4 

 

Fri: 6/17  Essay #3 Due: 6/17 

Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 

  

Week 4   

Mon: 6/20  Media Images Due: 6/20  

Bring images to class 

Tues: 6/21 Kerber: Danielle L. McGuire, 
Sexual Violence and the 

Long Civil Rights Movement, 
pgs. 591-605; pgs. 656-677. 

 

Wed: 6/22 Kerber: Rosalyn Baxandall, 
The Women’s Liberation 

Movement, pgs. 705-718; 
pgs. 731-758. 

 

Thurs: 6/23 Kerber: Pierrette 

Hondagneu-Sotello, 
Domesticas Demand Dignity, 

759-775; Ashraf Zahedi, 
Muslims American Women 

After 9/11, 775-784. 
 
In Class Screening: Girl Rising 

 

Fri: 6/24  Essay #4 Due: 6/24 

Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 
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Week 5   

Mon: 6/27 Etudes: Michael S. Kimmel, 

Masculinity as Homophobia. 
 

In Class Screening: Tough 
Guise 2 

 

Tues: 6/28 Masculinity Continued  

Wed: 6/29 Etudes: Jonathan Ned Katz, 
The Invention of 

Heterosexuality.   
Kerber: Joanne Meyerowitz, 

Christine Jorgensen and the 
Story of How Sex Changed, 

pgs. 615-629. 

 

Thurs: 6/30 Current Issues in Gender: TBA  

Fri: 7/1  Research Paper Due: 7/1 

Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 

 

Week 6   

Tues: 7/5  My Gender Experience 

Project Due: 7/5 
Submit via Etudes by 10 PM 

Wed: 7/6 Presentations  

Thurs: 7/7 Presentations  

Fri: 7/8   

 

Week 7   

Mon: 7/11  Essay #5 Due: 7/11 
Submit via Etudes by 10 

PM 
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Your Responsibilities 

1. Arrive to class on time and stay for the entire class period. 

2. Complete readings before class. 

3. Timely submission of assignments. 

4. Refrain for using electronic devices in class—includes texting, recording, and taking pictures. 

5. Participate, ask questions, and be active in the learning process. 

 

**Failure to adhere to the above may result in disciplinary action as outlined in the following: 

Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

Additional Notes 

At times during this semester we will be discussing topics that may be disturbing, even traumatizing, to some 

students.  If you are aware of particular course material that may be traumatizing to you, I’d be happy to 

discuss any concerns you may have with it before it comes up in class.  If you ever feel the need to step 

outside during one of these discussions, either for a short time or the rest of the class session, you may always 

do so without academic penalty.  You will, however, be responsible for any material you miss.  If you do 

leave the room for a significant time, please make arrangements to get notes from another student or see 

me individually to discuss the situation. 

You may contact the Health Center if you would like someone to speak to regarding any of these topics at  

(310) 660-3643.   

 


