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Political Science 1: Section 2659                                   Dr. Christopher Blake Lee 
10:30-12:35 p.m., MTWTH in SOCS 201        
 

 
Governments of the United States and California 

 
 
Contact Information:           Email: clee@elcamino.edu 
               Phone: (310) 660-3593 ext. 4581  

         Office Hours: Tues., 3:15 pm-4:15 pm 
       Room: SOCS 201 
          
 

Course Description: 
Greetings  and welcome to Summer Session at EL Camino College! 

This course is a survey of the concepts, theories, and functions of the American political system. 
The basic principles of the United States Constitution and the government of California will be 
examined. Emphasis will be placed on the formal and informal influences of federalism on 
national and state governments.  
 
 
Course Student Learning Objectives:  
 

1. Identify the theoretical foundations and the applications of the American political system.  
 

2. Analyze major political institutions: the presidency, bureaucracy, Congress, Judiciary, 
elections, political parties, and interest groups.  

 
3. Examine and assess the implementation of democracy, including the different 

perspectives of elitism, pluralism, and majoritarianism.  
 

4. Evaluate the role of the mass media in the political process.  
 

5. Identify and discuss political culture and the function of political socialization.  
 

6. Compare and contrast the relationship of federal and state governmental systems and 
processes with emphasis on California.  
 

7. Evaluate and analyze the interdependence of economics and politics.  
 

8. Distinguish between civil rights and civil liberties and their evolution in American society.  
 

9. Assess the federal and state judicial systems and their impact on public policy.  
 

10. Examine and discuss the process of public policy making in relation to international and 
domestic policy issues.  
 

11. Assess the concept and implementation of citizenship.  
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12. Analyze issues of race, ethnicity, class, age, and gender as they relate to the distribution 
of power in the political process.  

 
 
Course Student Learning Outcomes:   
SLO #1 Articles and Amendments – In a multiple-choice test, students will demonstrate 
knowledge of the basic principles of the United States Constitution including its Articles and 
Amendments, as well as those for the government of California.  
 
SLO #2 Linkage Mechanisms – In a multiple choice or written essay test, students will 
demonstrate an understanding of how political parties and interest groups serve as channels for 
popular participation, and compare/contrast the techniques they use to do so. 
 
SLO #3 The Executive Branch – In a written essay or multiple choice exam, students will 
demonstrate an understanding of the various roles played by the President and California 
Governor, the political resources available to them to meet the expectations associated with 
those roles, and how those resources are limited. 
 
Course Requirements (one textbook): 
Bardes, B. A., Shelley, M. C., & Schmidt, S. W. (2014). American government and politics  

  today: The essentials 2013-2014 edition. United States: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 
  [ISBN: 978-1-133-60437-2] 

 
Course Recommended Preparation:  
English – 1A 
                       
       
*~*Grading*~*  
Your grade will be based on your performance on five quizzes, a five to seven page research 
paper (described at the end), and class participation.  The quizzes are multiple-choice and will 
aim to test your mastery of the information presented in the course, as well as your ability to 
interpret and analyze that information.  It goes without saying that doing well on the quizzes 
will require that you show up to class and participate in “discussion.”  Likewise, written 
work will be graded on the substance of what you write (e.g., accuracy of information, inference, 
reasoning, etc.) and on the skill with which you write (e.g., organization, syntax, spelling, 
"grace," etc.).  Specifically, you are expected to write a research paper that meets college-
level standards.  The scoring guidelines and criteria for this research paper are outlined in 
a rubric that you must read very carefully. 
 
~*~Class Participation~*~ Periodically you will be given in-class assignments and 
collaborative projects.  These assignments will count toward your class participation grade.  But 
overall, your participation grade will be assessed on your ability to speak effectively during class 
session.  Specifically, this means showing an effort to make substantive contributions 
during class session while respecting the viewpoints and opinions of your peers.  It goes 
without saying that missing class session will adversely affect your participation grade so please 
take your attendance seriously and be prepared to participate effectively once class begins.  
Keep in mind that exceeding more than three absences may leave you susceptible to 
being dropped from the class. Furthermore, three late arrivals or early departures will 
count as one absence so be on time and be prepared to stay the duration of the class 
period. 
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Our Class Work Schedule:  
Week of          Topic        Chapter           Assignment 
Week One: July 
12 – 14 

Introduction/The Democratic 
Republic 

1  Discussion 

  The Constitution  2  Discussion 
Week Two: July 
18 – 21  

Civil Liberties/Selective 
Incorporation and the History of 
California Governance 

4  Discussion/Quiz #1: Chapters 
1 and 2 on Tuesday, July 19th  

  Civil Rights  5  Discussion 
  Public Opinion & Political 

Socialization 
6  Discussion 

Week Three: 
July 25 – 28  

Interest Groups  7  Discussion/Quiz #2: Chapters 
4, 5, and 6 on Tuesday, July 
26th  

  Political Parties  8  Discussion 
Week Four: 
August 1 – 4  

Campaigns, Elections and the 
Media 

9  Discussion/Quiz #3: Chapters 
7 and 8 on Tuesday, August 
2nd   

  The Congress  10  Discussion 
  The President  11  Discussion 
Week Five: 
August 8 – 11  

Lecture on California State 
Propositions/The Courts 

13  Discussion/Group Formation 
this Monday for next week’s 
In‐Class Group 
Presentations/Quiz #4: 
Chapters 9, 10, and 11 on 
Tuesday, August 9th  

  Domestic & Economic Policy  14  Discussion 
Week Six: 
August 15 – 18 

Group Presentations on California 
State Propositions/Foreign 
Policy/Extra Credit Power Point 
Presentations 

15  Discussion/In‐Class Group 
Presentations on California 
State Measures this Monday, 
August 15th/Extra Credit 
Power Point Presentations 
begin Tuesday 

  Documentary Film/Final Quiz – 
Good Luck! 

  Research Paper Due 
Wednesday, August 
17th/Quiz #5: Chapters 13, 
14, and 15 on Thursday, 
August 18th 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Grading: 
A= 90-100 
B= 80-89 
C= 70-79 
D= 60-69 
F= 59 and below 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER! 
 
Session   Session Start 

Date  
Refund 
Deadline  

Add 
Deadline  

Drop 
Deadline 
w/no 
notation  

“W” 
Deadline  

Session End 
Date  

Summer 
2015 

July 12   July 14   July 14  July 14  August 9  August 18 

 
 

It is your responsibility to make sure that you have dropped the class properly and 
filled out and submitted the correct papers to admissions.  Any student who is still 

enrolled after the deadline date will receive a grade! 
 

 
TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS CLASS 

 
1. Read the assigned chapters each week.  Outline and summarize the information. 
2. Use a Dictionary to look up any unfamiliar words.  You may want to put dictionary.com 

on your phone or personal wireless device. 
3. Form a study group with some of your peers.  Practice teaching each other what you 

have learned. 
4. Be sure that study time is in your daily schedule.   
5. Pay attention to due dates and complete work at least a couple of weeks before it is due.  

Give yourself enough time to proofread and rewrite your work. 
6. See the instructor to discuss any concerns or for additional information.  My student 

office hours are on Tuesdays, from 3:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Note: With the accelerated pace of our summer schedule 
there can be no “make-up” quizzes.  Therefore, please make sure 
that you maintain consistent attendance throughout the summer term 
and are present on all quiz days.  Please note that the instructor 
reserves the sole right to make changes to the scheduled reading and 
writing assignments as and when such changes become necessary. 
 
course. 
 
 
 

Quizzes (5):  50%   
Research Paper:  35% 
Class Participation:  15% 
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          Political Science 1: Brief Research Paper Instructions 
 

1. For your Research Paper evaluate one to three items from the list below that you feel has the 
greatest impact on advancing democracy in the United States.  

 
Racial Equality                        due process protections       Limited government  
Gender Equality                      Interest Groups                     Civil War 
Right of Privacy                      voting & elections               1st Amendment rights 
Civil Rights                             Bill of Rights                      role of media and political socialization  
Civil Liberties                         Ideology                              Three branches of government  
Bicameral Legislature             Federalism                           Gerrymandering 
Political Parties                       Bureaucracy                         Constitution  
 

2. In the conclusion of this paper, please explain what role any individual person could play in 
society to promote a more effective and better functioning democratic system. 
 
 
The Final Paper consists of: 
5-7 pages (not counting the Cover Page or Bibliography Page)  
APA “in-text” citations must be used! 
Double Spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font  
8-12 scholarly “peer-reviewed” sources  
Cover page & Bibliography Page included 
Research Paper is due by Wednesday, August 17th, at the beginning of class! 

 
 

 
 

Political Science 1: Detailed Research Paper Instructions: 
The whole point of this research paper is to get you thinking critically about what factors in 
society we need to focus on in order to improve democracy in the United States.  Bottom line, 
this paper is fundamentally about democracy, which, as you will learn in this class, is a 
particular type of political system that gives ultimate authority to its citizens to determine who 
their leaders will be and what kinds of policies will govern over them.  But no democracy, 
including ours, is ever perfect and it is accordingly our responsibility to be thinking about what 
adjustments we can make (or should be focusing on) in order to ensure that the process of 
political decision-making is a function of the overall public’s concerns and needs as opposed to 
just some elite group or faction in society.  That is to say, a democracy is more legitimate to the 
extent that it includes in its decision-making process as many different voices and perspectives 
as possible.  Conversely, to the extent that a nation-state excludes or hinders the input of any 
particular group in society then we can safely say that this country is decidedly less democratic 
because it is undermining the basic principle of inclusion that is indispensable for being 
classified as a legitimate democracy. 
 
In saying all this, the best way to go about this research paper is to first think in what precise 
areas can America improve upon in order to get closer to this principle of “inclusion” that is so 
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important for democratic legitimacy?  If a democracy means that as many people as possible 
should be able to wield some effect over our government’s decision-making process then how 
can we get America’s political system closer to this goal?  Some may argue that we can reach 
this goal by focusing on racial equality (that is, doing what is necessary to facilitate minority 
participation in the political process).  Others may suggest that limiting the power and influence 
of interest groups is the key.  Still others may argue that securing our Civil Liberties from 
national government infringement is the answer.  The point here is there is no perfect answer or 
solution to this problem.  All of these issues are important but for purposes of this paper I just 
want you to focus on one or two (or possibly three) items from the list above that you feel hold 
extra significance for advancing democracy in the United States.  Keep in mind that it is 
perfectly normal in the process of researching scholarly articles and books for this paper that 
your argument will evolve.  And in fact, expect this to happen.  It just makes sense that as you 
familiarize yourself with your topic and come across more sources you will see how certain 
items from the list above complement one another.  But do not feel pressured to have to 
account for everything.  That is not the aim here.  Boundary your argument around one to three 
items from the list above and simply find the scholarly articles and books that defend your 
particular thesis for improving our country’s democratic system. 
 
 
Formatting the Research Paper – Make Sure to Follow these Rules!  
There are some basic rules that you must follow for writing a proper Research Paper.  Firstly, 
make sure that your paper is double-spaced, includes page numbers, and is written in 12 point 
Times New Roman font.  Make sure to include a basic cover page with your name, the section 
number of our course (which is Section 2659), and also on this cover page create a title for your 
research paper and lastly don’t forget to list the particular “items” that your paper ended up 
focusing on for its argument about advancing democracy.    
 
Secondly, remember that this paper must be 5-7 pages in length.  This page range does not 
include the Cover Page nor the Bibliography Page that must be included at the end of 
your paper.  So make sure that you have written a legitimate 5-7 pages of text.  If you have to, 
you may go over 7 pages but writing under 5 pages will certainly lower your grade. 
 
Thirdly, remember that this is a research paper so avoid using the “first person” and do not use 
“I”, “our,” or “we” anywhere in this paper.  In a comparative literature class that may be 
acceptable but in a social science class the focus is on your argumentation and the evidence 
that you bring to bear to defend your thesis.  So only write in the third person for this paper and 
keep the reader’s attention on your paraphrasing of scholarly information that will illuminate the 
persuasiveness of your thesis. 
 
Fourthly, avoid plagiarism and do your own work.  Remember that a research paper requires 
that you “paraphrase” the ideas of other scholars and sources in order to show how your thesis 
holds argumentative weight.  To “paraphrase” means to REWRITE ENTIRELY IN YOUR 
OWN WORDS the ideas, concepts, or information that you are using from other sources. 
Specifically, immediately after you have paraphrased some content you must place an APA “in-
text” citation right after the sentence or paragraph that you just paraphrased.  Let me be a little 
clearer here.  You don’t have to place an “in-text” citation after every sentence but perhaps after 
every discrete paragraph it would be wise to indicate what sources you just used for that 
particular paragraph’s paraphrasing.  For instruction on APA “in-text” citation mechanics please 
see the three documents on APA mechanics that I have placed in our supplemental online shell 
(one document explains APA mechanics for beginners and another document is an actual 



 

 7 

example of a completed paper using APA in-text citations).  You can also simply “google” the 
website “Purdue Owl” and access the APA formatting guide available on this site.  Trust me, I 
realize that many of you may not be familiar with APA mechanics so just do your best at 
applying these “in-text” citations within your paper.  That is the aim here – to give reasonable 
accountability to the sources that influenced your argumentation.  Remember that the stronger 
papers avoid falling into the trap of simply “commentating” or “editorializing.”  Rather, the 
superior papers draw on quality sources to develop their arguments and do their best to account 
for these sources by applying APA “in-text” citations along with a Reference List page at the end 
of the paper. 
 
Another small point to raise here is not to overburden your paper with unnecessary quotes.  No 
more than 5% of your paper’s analysis should be constituted from quotes so only use quotes if 
you see that the precise wording of another scholar may serve to enhance an important point 
that you are attempting to make.  Remember that if you decide to quote from another source 
you must also include the page number (or paragraph stanza) in your APA “in-text citation 
(along with the last name of the author and the year of the source).  However, when you are 
merely paraphrasing (and not quoting) then it is only necessary to include the last name of the 
author and the year in your APA “in-text” citation.  Refer to the APA documents on our 
supplemental online shell or the website Purdue Owl for more guidance on these issues (But 
just try your best here, that is all I ask).  
 
The organizational structure of this paper is pretty straightforward.  Your paper should begin 
with an introductory paragraph that introduces the topic of the paper and also clearly states the 
argument (or thesis) that you will be defending in this paper.  Remember to write your paper 
entirely in the 3rd Person.  Your introductory paragraph should be roughly half a page to three 
quarters of a page in length.  Next is the body of your paper (as you likely learned in high 
school) and this section of your paper should be the most extensive because here is where you 
are defending your thesis by drawing on scholarly sources that will provide information to 
support the claims of your thesis.  Obviously here in the body of the paper is where I expect to 
see most of your APA “in-text” citations.  Also keep in mind that the body of your paper should 
be written through multiple paragraphs so take time to organize this section of the paper 
carefully, using your scholarly sources strategically to defend your central thesis. 
 
Finally, for the Conclusion of the paper, please refer to prompt #2 of the Research Paper 
instructions because it states there precisely what you need to address.  But your conclusion of 
the paper is for the most part the only place in the entire paper where I allow you to engage in 
some speculation.  This part of the paper, like your introductory paragraph, should not be that 
long, approximately half a page to three quarters of a page in length.  
 
If you should have any questions concerning any aspect of the Research Paper please feel free 
to contact me via email or simply drop by my office hours and we can discuss anything that may 
be of concern to you there. 
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ADA Statement:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 
disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, 
who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 
herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for 
academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center.  
 
Academic Honesty: 
El Camino College is dedicated to maintaining an optimal learning environment and insists upon 
academic honesty. To uphold the academic integrity of the institution, all members of the 
academic community, faculty, staff and students alike, must assume responsibility for providing 
an educational environment of the highest standards characterized by a spirit of academic 
honesty.  It is the responsibility of all members of the academic community to behave in a 
manner which encourages learning and promotes honesty and to act with fairness toward others. 
Students should not seek an unfair advantage over other students when completing an 
assignment, taking an examination, or engaging in any other kind of academic activity.  
 
Standards of Conduct: 
Conduct at El Camino College must conform to the laws of the State of California, District 
policies, and campus rules and regulations. The El Camino College faculty, staff, and 
administration are dedicated to maintaining a positive learning environment. Optimal standards 
for behavior are essential to the maintenance of a quality college environment. These standards 
will apply to all students on campus, other college property or while attending any college-
sponsored event. Violation of such laws, policies, rules, and regulations or behavior adversely 
affecting suitability as a student, will lead to disciplinary action. Disciplinary actions as noted in 
Administrative Procedure 5520 may be taken against any person who engages in behavior 
defined as misconduct.  
 
For additional information on Academic Honesty and Standards of Conduct please refer to:  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.
pdf 
 
 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp  
 


