
El Camino College Summer 2016 Session 1 

History 101:  U.S. History to 1877 

section 2324 

Monday-Thursdays 1:00-3:05 PM 

Room Soc Sci 208 

Instructor: Edgar Pacas 

Office hours: Monday- Thursdays 3:30-4:00 PM room Soc Sci 208 

Contact information: 

epacas@elcamino.edu 

 

Course Syllabus: 

 
History 101 (formerly History 1A)  

United States History to 1877  
3 units; 3 hours lecture  

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A  

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC*  

This course is a chronological survey of American history from the first Americans to 1877, 

focusing on American social, intellectual, political, economic, and diplomatic institutions. Major 

topics in the course include colonization, slavery, the American Revolution, Native Americans, 

the Civil War and Reconstruction.  

*Note: The maximum UC credit allowed for students completing History 101 and 102 and 

History 110 and 111 and/or History 105 and 106 is one series.  

 

Course Objectives:  
1. Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values and life styles of Europeans, Africans, and 

Native Americans in the early colonial period. 2. Assess the American colonial experience under 

English domination through the political, social, economic, and cultural forces that shaped its 

development. 3. Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of enslaved peoples during 

the colonial era; and explain why slavery became the dominant labor system in the southern 

colonies and how it impacted American social, political and economic systems. 4. Compare and 

contrast the Spanish, French and British colonies in North America. 5. Analyze the major events 

and ideas that gave rise to the American Revolution against English rule and assess the outcome 

of the war. 6. Identify the competing political philosophies in the early national period and 

explain how they impacted the creation of the Constitution and the expansion of democracy. 7. 

Define the basic principles of American foreign policy from 1789 through the Civil War era, and 

explain how those principles were applied to American interactions with foreign nations, 

including Native Americans in the West. 8. Evaluate the evolution of the institutions of family, 

school, workplace, and community from the colonial era through the Civil War period. 9. 

Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century European immigration on American 

culture, society, politics, and the economy. 10. Define the concept of Manifest Destiny and 

evaluate the process and consequences of westward expansion, including the impact of westward 

expansion on Native Americans and Mexicans. 11. Identify the nineteenth century reform 

movements aimed at the eradication of social ills in American society and assess how they 

influenced racial relations, gender roles and the social hierarchy. 12. Discuss the following issues 
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in regards to the expansion of slavery in the nineteenth century: the evolving experiences and 

culture of enslaved peoples, the northern reaction to slavery, and the impact of slavery on 

southern economic and social systems. 13. Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of the Civil 

War. 14. Determine how political conflicts after the Civil War led to the creation of federal and 

State Reconstruction programs and assess the successes and failures of those programs.  

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of United States History to 1877, students will 

be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that 

identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or 

patterns in United States history to 1877and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and 

use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis.  

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for 

students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with 

a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 

identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make 

arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

 

Class attendance/participation: 

Because of the time constraint we will have to cover plenty of material each week so class 

attendance and participation are extremely important..  If there is an emergency that will force 

you to miss a class please call or email with enough time to let me know that you will be 

absent.  Please refer to online website or El Camino College Catalog (pg. 11) for add/drop 

policy of El Camino College. 

 
Attendance during semester (El Camino College policy pg. 11 in college catalog) 
Students are expected to attend their classes regularly. Students 

who miss the first class meeting or who are not in regular attendance 

during the add period for the class may be dropped by the 

instructor. Students whose absences from a class exceed 10% of 

the scheduled class meeting time may be dropped by the instructor. 

However, students are responsible for dropping a class within 

the deadlines published in the class schedule. Students who 

stop attending but do not drop may still be retained on the course 

roster and receive a failing grade. Students may view their registration 

status using the college’s website. 

 

Course Goals: 

“History is the account of past events as written down by the victors.”  

-Napoleon Bonaparte 

The main goal of this class is to assist and prepare students to develop analytical and critical 

thinking skills necessary to successfully compete at the college level.  You will be challenged to 

critically think and analyze diverse social perspectives, historical narratives, and interpretations 

of U.S. History. 

*Your grade will predominantly reflect how well you have developed these skills. Meaning you 

will be graded much more on how well you engage in analysis and how well you support your 

arguments. 

 



 

Required Texts: 

James Loewen. Lies My Teacher Told Me 

ISBN 978-0-684-81886-3  

 

Howard Zinn. Voices of a Peoples History of the U.S.  

ISBN 978-1-58322-916-3 

 

Assignments, tests, due dates, and grades: 

 

Please refer to www.schoolrack.com/epacas/ for syllabus and information concerning 

assignments, weekly readings, updates, due dates and all other pertinent information for 

the course. 

All assignments should be typed, double spaced, 12 font (times new roman), printed, 

stapled (if needed), name, name of class and class meeting at the top right corner and 

turned in at the beginning of class!!!! That means you have them printed out and ready to 

hand in first thing class begins!!!!!!!! Any assignments that fail to meet this criteria will not 

be accepted and/or points will be deducted!!!!  

 

***READ: 10 minutes passed the beginning of class assignment will be considered late and 

will not be accepted!!!! I will not accept emailed assignments!!!!!**** 

 

******READ*****READ*******READ********READ******* 

Class guidelines and etiquette: Please arrive to class on time, awake, and ready to take 

notes. Absolutely no laptops , recording machines, phones, tablets, etc. unless you have 

checked with me previously and have received my consent. If I find that you are not using 

these devices for class related usage the privileges for the entire class will be revoked. If you 

do happen to walk in late, please pick up chairs, do not slide chairs out as the loud noise is 

disruptive to your professor and fellow students. Make sure all cell phones are turned off 

or silent before each class meeting. Behavior that is construed as rude and not college 

appropriate will not be tolerated and you will be asked to drop the class if it is a continuous 

issue. 

 

Kate Turabian Style 
1. the Kate Turabian/Chicago Manual Syle format.  

Please refer to the following link: 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html 

 
Tests: 

We will have a grand total of 2 Tests throughout the session each one worth 75 points. You will 

be responsible for supplying your own scantron (form 882-E). 

Tests will be held on the following dates: 

Test 1: 6/16/16 

Test 2: 7/5/16 

 

http://www.schoolrack.com/epacas/
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html


Group assignments/Primary Source Evaluation Assignments: These assignments are worth 

25 points each. There will be a total of 4 Group Assignments throughout the session. 

You will be responsible to work in a group of no more than 5-7 fellow students and each group 

will turn in one set of answers to the following questions. Everyone needs to participate for these 

assignments- no exceptions- if you have not done the readings before the schedule group 

assignment you are not eligible to participate and your individual grade for the assignment will 

be a zero. There will be a total of 4 group project assignments throughout out session. The 

bibliography and/or footnotes need to be written using the Kate Turabian format.  

Kate Turabian Style 

1. The Kate Turabian/Chicago Manual Style format.  

Please refer to the following link: 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html 

Each assignment is a small group project that will help you develop critical thinking/analytical 

skills that will help you evaluate the relevance, similarities and/or difference(s) between two or 

more primary source documents.  

 Each group will draft a 2-3 page analysis of the documents using the following guidelines. 

1. At the top of page you will provide a bibliographical entry for each of the primary 

sources using the Turabian format. 

2. Give a brief synopsis (approx. 1/4 page length) about the source material. 

( The next portions of the assignment(s) parts 3,4, &5 are to be a combined analysis 

of all the sources- compare and contrast the sources/documents collectively). 

3. Analyze the importance/relevance of the source(s) to history. Analyze the 

importance/relevance of source(s) to our course. Example: How do(es) the source(s) deal 

with social, cultural, race, gender, imperialism, economic and/or political themes/issues 

that have been discussed in class? 

4. Analyze the bias(es)/agenda(s) of the primary source document(s). 

5. Analyze how it/they influence(s) the interpretation or (re-interpretation) of the historical 

narrative. Example: when the source is factored into a conventional narrative does it 

debunk the previous theory/thesis? When the source is factored into the narrative is the 

narrative made more complex because of the different factors that now need to be 

analyzed? 

In class assignment/group project dates: 6/6/16, 6/13/16, 6/20/16, & 6/27/16 

Outline for Essay/Prospectus (Assignment): Worth 100 points 

Important-this assignment must be completed using Power Point.  

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html


The following guidelines must be followed in order to get the full credit. In four pages (four 

slides per page) you will be responsible for drafting 14 slides total. 

 

Slide 1- you must draft an analytical question based on readings or lectures. 

Slide 2- a brief response to the question 

Slide 3- using the first two slides, draft a thesis statement that will let your reader know what you 

are intending to argue or analyze and how you will support. 

Slide 4- Point of support #1  

Slide 5-subsection 1 for point of support #1 

Slide 6- subsection 2 for point of support #1 

Slide 7- Point of support #2 

Slide 8- subsection 1 for point of support #2 

Slide 9- subsection 2 for point of support #2 

Slide 10- Point of support #3 

Slide 11- subsection 1 for point of support #3 

Slide 12-subsection 2 for point of support #3 

Slide 13- Conclusion- idea of thesis/argument restated (feel free to elaborate your argument in 

this section. 

Slide 14- Turabian style bibliography for both 2 primary and 3 secondary sources. 

Due date for outline: 6/27/16 

 

The class grade is based on a point system.   

350-280  = A 

279-210  = B 

209-140  = C 

139-70    = D 

69-0        = F 

 

**Please read these strictly enforced guidelines: Absolutely no late 

assignments!!! All assignments are due at the beginning of class and 

are considered late 10 minutes after class begins!!!! I will not accept 

papers that are emailed.  Please allow time and flexibility so that you 

can solve any problems that might arise.  

*** Absolutely no cell phone use allowed in class!!! Turn cell phones 

off before class begins. 

***Do not use your computer while class is in session!!!! 

If you need to record lectures please check with me first. 
 

Tentative weekly lectures/discussions: 

 
Week 1: 5/31/16-6/2/16 

1492-1600   

1. America before Columbus. 

 The early immigrants-different theories of migrations. 



 The rise of complex societies and empires: Olmecs, Maya, Aztecs, Toltecs, Mississippian, 

Incas.   

2. Europe 1350-1490’s. 

 Christian wars of 1350-1450’s. 

 Black Death. 

 Trade and technological exchange closure of Mediterranean-too expensive. 

 Eastern technology and birth of exploration. 

3. Eurasian history and its effects on Europe. 

 Capture of Constantinople. 

 Maps and navigation- Mongols, China and India 

4. Mercantilist trade and process of circumnavigation. 

 The new business ventures and the opening of the Atlantic to Spain, Portugal, Dutch and the 

rest. 

        Weekly readings: Loewen Introduction & Ch. 1  

       

 Week 2: 6/6/16-6/9/16 

1600-1650 CE   

1. The Spanish Conquests. 

 My enemy’s enemy is my friend Native Americans and the alliances with the Spanish against 

Native American empires: Aztecs, Mayas and Incas, the other tribes and the Spanish. 

2. Wars for control of the Atlantic. 

 European wars for control of the Atlantic-Spanish vs. English, French vs. English, Dutch vs. 

others. 

3. Shifts of power Catholic Spain vs. Protestant Europe. 

 The wars for ‘true’ Christianity European wars of faith. 

 The settlement of religious communities in the Americas. 

 Conversions and inclusion vs. escape of religious persecution and exclusivity in America. 

4. Eurasian history and the effects of American colonization. 

 Colonies as business ventures. 

Read Zinn Bartolomeo De Las Casas, In Defense of the Indians (1550) pg. 42 

Loewen Ch. 2 & 3 

 

1600-1650 CE  

1. Colonies of business and colonies of religion. 

 The English colonies around the globe. 

 India, America and Caribbean. (If any in these regions). 

2. The contact between Native Americans and Europeans. 

 Different dimensions of the inter-cultural contact. 

3. Cash crops, indentured servants and slaves in the colonies of Americas. 

 Cash crops and agrarian economy of the European colonies. 

 Shift of wealth from Asia to the Americas birth of European ‘supremacy’ in a mercantilist 

economy. 

 Indentured servants and reasons for their voyage. 

 Who were the indentured servants. 

 A new source of labor African slavery and the Mercantilist economy in 1600’s. 

4. Slavery and slave labor economy important issues in the development of the nation. 

5. European trade and business ventures in Asia, India and Africa-birth of globalization (The Atlantic 

and Pacific Ocean no longer borders but unifying entities a smaller world). 

 Economy of trade, importance of colonies in Atlantic and Asia. 

Read Zinn  The First Slaves Documents pgs. 51-61. 

Read Zinn, Richard Frethorne on Indentured Servitude pg. 64. 

 

Week 3: 6/13/16-6/16/16 

1650-1750  



1. Colonies of exploitation-the rise of ‘class consciousness’ in colonies. 

 America-Bacon’s Rebellion & Slave and other rebellions against exploitation around the 

globe fight to end oppression and European colonialism. 

 Spanish, English, French, Dutch etc. and resistance movements of ‘Natives or slaves’ 

2. Racism and tools of social control- Alienation through disassociation, etc. 

 How to deal with rebellion-divide and conquer and other tools of social control. 

 A short history of racism, prejudice and divisions of groups of opposition-the conqueror’s 

guide of how to… 

3. A cash crop economy and the emergence of northern trade and southern agricultural economic 

boom. 

 The rise and need for slave labor. 

 The rise of racism. 

 A symbiotic relation between north and south in the early stage of development in English 

colonies of America. 

4.  The Treaty of Westphalia and the development of modern nation states and the change brought about 

by this development on the world stage. 

 Nations, nationality and national culture. 

 The new concepts and the seeds of contention as colonies desire their own independence. 

Howard Zinn excerpt from A People’s History of the U.S. Royal Commission Report on Nathaniel Bacon pg. 

39 found at http://www.schoolrack.com/pacasearlyus/ 

Loewen Ch. 4 

 

1640’s-1730 CE  

1. A new British government. 

 England after the Revolution (1640-1660). 

 Changes to the colonies of England brought about by a change in government. 

2. The beginnings of European supremacy in a world stage. 

3. Colonialism and excessive colonial autonomy in the early 1700’s. 

 Wars in Europe- shift focus away from colonies emergence of colonial autonomy from 

mother-countries. 

4. Wars with Natives and other European powers. 

 Competition for the conquest of colonial lands Asia, Africa and Americas. 

5. The European Enlightenment and Revolutionary theory on the global stage. 

 

1730 – 1750  

 1.  Moving towards a new identity. 

 2.  Colonist and Native American relations 

 3.  Growing antagonism between different European settlements. 

 4.  Consolidating European Empires. 

 Contest between France and England around the world. 

 

Week 4: 6/20/16-6/23/16 

1750- 1800    

1. The Seven Years War the true first world war. 

 Native Americans and war of European powers abroad and in Europe. 

2. Who is made to pay and why- the intolerable acts. 

 Wars should be financed by colonies. 

3. France exits the picture- Native American relations and a consolidated European America. 

4. The fate of Native Americans and colonial expansion-more land means more money. 

 Consolidation of North America by British Empire and the fate of Native Americans at the 

hands of colonists and colonial elite. 

5. American commodities –sugar, tobacco, rice, indigo and the economies of the colonies and the 

mother country-fate of colonies. 

http://www.schoolrack.com/pacasearlyus/


 Colonies- Lands of production, consumption and revenue for the crown.  The relation 

between North America, Caribbean and India. 

 

 

1770-1776 

1. The road to rebellion or revolution- how you choose to see it. 

 Revolution or rebellion in an age of enlightenment. 

 The philosophies of Revolution and the world stage- European powers, colonialism and the 

colonial world’s cry to end European colonialism. 

 Who deserves to become their own nation? 

 A confederacy vs a nation. 

2. Britain cutting the right hand with the left how not to rule the colonies. 

 Committing financial suicide-India and the need to retain North American colonies. 

3. Dangers of rebellion(s) 

The Declaration of Independence  

Publius (James Madison) Federalist Paper No. 10 Zinn pg. 107 

 

1776-1783  

       1.  A rich man’s war but a poor man’s fight or the American Revolution. 

 Revolution and the two front war- Independence and egalitarianism. 

 Class exploitation and struggle in the American Revolution. 

 Some kind of oppression- men, women and children in the Revolution. 

2. The death of the egalitarian dream of the Declaration of Independence. 

 Taking matters into their own hands more democratic and representative state governments 

in the new Independent U.S. 

 Why the new U.S. elite did not want to have democracy and egalitarianism become a reality. 

 Wealth and power in the U.S. 

 Tools of social control-Law, Controlled upward socio-economic mobility, creation of white 

America and Americanization- A new national entity. 

3. The Colonial Elite- the new masters of U.S. 

 The Founding Fathers and Mothers. 

 The Heroic Myth Culture. 

 Old system and New Exploiters. 

4. France, Spain and sweet revenge against England. 

 We owe it to the French and Spanish supplying the Continental Army 80% of munitions. 

 Why would Spain and France help out the English colonies. 

 Global interest of a British defeat in: India, Asia, Africa, Americas. 

Read Zinn Joseph Plumb Martin A Narrative of Some of the Adventures, Dangers and Sufferings of a 

Revolutionary Soldier (1830) pg. 96. 

Samuel Dewees Recounts the Suppression of Insubordination in the Continental Army after the Mutinies of 

1781. pg. 100. 

Henry Knox, Letter to George Washington (October 23, 1786) pg. 105 

 

Week 5: 6/27/16-6/30/16 

1783-1850   

1. The repercussions of liberty from colonial domination throughout the world stage. 

 An entire globe looking to end colonialism of European powers. 

2. France and its Revolution(s) at home and colonies. 

 The French Revolution, class consciousness and the world. 

3. Laissez Faire Markets and emergence of U.S. as a growing business entity in world trade. 

 Development of U.S. trade on the world stage and the emergence of 

business/trade/industrialist north. 

 

1800-1840    



       1.    Decades of war against European powers and Native Americans. 

 War of 1812. 

 Indian Wars. 

2. The Independence of other colonies from European powers in the Americas. 

 Independence of Central and South America from Spain. 

3. An Empire is born-Expanding U.S. 

 U.S. looking to expand its territory at the cost of its neighbors. 

Read Zinn Two Documents on the Cherokee Removal pgs 136-140. 

John G. Burnett, The Cherokee Removal Through the Eyes of a Private Soldier. Pg. 142 

Loewen Ch. 5 & 6 

 

1840-1850 

1. Wars of expansion continued-Invasion of Mexico. 

2. Contested territories slave vs. free and respective economies of U.S. regions north and south. 

3. The compromise of Federal government to maintain the union of states alive. 

The Diary of Colonel Ethan Allen Hitchcock Zinn, pg. 154 

Frederick Douglass, Address to the New England Convention Zinn pg. 159 

The North Star Editorial The War with Mexico Zinn pg. 160 

Henry David Thoreau, Civil Disobedience Zinn pg. 164 

 

Week 6: 7/4/16-7/11/16 

1850-1898  

1. The Agrarian South and the Industrial North. 

2. Labor and modernization 

3. Towards a modern state or free labor. 

4. Survival as a world power depends on free labor economy and society. 

5. Divided borders 

6. Slavery and the coming of the Civil War. 

7. The coming Civil War and the world stage. 

Frederick Douglass The Meaning of July Fourth for the Negro Zinn pg. 183 

John Brown John Brown’s Last Speech Zinn pg 187 

 

1860-1865 The Civil War. 

       1. Modernization vs. Agrarian Economies 

       2. Modernization and New Imperialism 

Mechanic (Unknown) Voting by Classes Zinn pg. 202 

Joel Tyler Headly The Great Riots of New York Zinn pg. 204 

 

1865-1877  

 1.  Reconstruction. 

 2     New Industrial Empire.  

 3.    Creating a Nation. 

Henry George The Crime of Poverty Zinn pg. 216. 

Booker T. Washington, “The Atlanta Compromise” found at http://www.schoolrack.com/pacasearlyus/ 

 

FINAL   
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