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Description:  History 102 is a survey of the history of the United States from 1877 to the present. Major 

political, social, economic, and cultural factors will be presented, focusing on the roles played by 

the diverse peoples and cultures that shared in the development of United States history. 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

1. Describe and assess the process by which the United States was economically transformed and modernized in  

the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  

2. Evaluate major American political, religious, and cultural values for the 1877 to 1914 period.  

3. Compare and contrast the changing demography of America from 1877 to 1914 and from 1945 to the present.  

4. Determine the processes of assimilation and acculturation expected of immigrants to the United States from  

1900 to the present.  

5. Discuss and evaluate the interaction of majority and minority groups during the 20th century.  

6. Identify and analyze the causation, sequence of events, concepts, development, and impact of various  

American political reform movements, such as Populism, Progressivism, the New Deal, the Fair Deal, Civil Rights, and the 

Great Society 

7. Conceptualize and discuss the meaning of conservatism, liberalism, and radicalism in American history from  

the post World War II era to the present.  

8. Discuss the evolution of gender roles and evaluate the efforts and impact of feminists in the United States  

from 1877 through the contemporary period.  

9. Summarize and analyze the development of American foreign policy since 1890, including imperial  

expansion and the rise of the United States as a world power and leader among a large community of nations.  

10. Trace and evaluate United States diplomacy and armed conflict through isolationism, imperialism, and  

collective security policies of the 20th century.  

11. Compare and contrast the core political and philosophical ideas and modes of expression in American  

culture in the 20th century. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

 

Upon completion of United States History 1877 to the present, students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a 

historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural 

historical themes or patterns in United States history from 1877 to the present and apply appropriate historical methods to 

analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement:  

 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely 

request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, 

is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements 

for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 

 

Lectures:  Mondays -Thursdays, 8:00 – 10:05 AM. SOCS 119 

 

   Good attendance and note taking are essential to success in this class. When you are absent, it is 

your responsibility to find out what you missed. No cell phones, laptops, or food and drinks 

(except water) in class. 

 

 

 



 

Office Hours:  My office hours are from 12:35 – 1:05 PM on Mondays – Thursdays. If you need to contact me at 

any other days and times, send an email to the address listed above.   

 

Reading:  The required books that we will be using are titled, The American Story, vol.2 and America 

Firsthand, vol. 2 (tenth edition). You will be required to read approximately 2-3 chapters per week 

of The American Story and selected readings from America Firsthand. (See the second page of this 

syllabus.)  I recommend that you complete the reading assignments after the corresponding 

material is covered in class. Have your class notes with you as you read, adding information to 

these notes as you go along.   

    

   The third book on the reading list, Accessible American History (Second Edition), is highly 

recommended. My primary purpose in writing it was to help my students with this course. Most of 

the essays go hand-in-hand with class lectures, and they serve as excellent study guides. It is 

available in both paperback and electronic formats. For information on how to purchase Accessible 

American History, go to freewayflyer.hubpages.com/I-Published-My-First-Book or visit the book's 

Facebook page. (Just search Accessible American History.) Or you can search the title at the 

following sites: Createspace, lulu, Amazon, the Apple iBookstore, or the Barnes & Noble Nook 

Store. 

 

Grading:  There will be six quizzes that take place approximately once per week. Each will be given during 

the class following the completion of the last topic covered on the quiz. See the syllabus. (Quiz #1 

will be during the class after "The West (1865-1900)" is finished; quiz #2 after "U.S. and the 

World" is completed; etc.)  Quizzes will consist of short answer questions relating to material 

covered in class, the textbook, and the America Firsthand articles. These will be 40 points each, 

with the lowest score being dropped. (So they are worth 200 points total.) There will also be a 

mid-term and a final (worth 100 points each). These will be open notes, essay tests in which you 

choose one question from a list, questions that require higher level thinking than simply reciting 

historical facts.  Tests and quizzes are fair and straightforward, but you must know the material to 

do well. It is very difficult to guess. The rest of your grade will be determined by in-class 

assignments/ pop quizzes (worth 50 points total) and class participation (50 points). Absences, 

tardiness, sleeping, eating, cell phone use, and disruption of class will lower the participation 

grade. Consistent participation in class discussions can earn you extra points. An extra credit 

assignment worth up to 25 points will be offered later in the semester. 

 

Grades are based on a percentage using the following scale: (Your total points divided by 450) 

90-100  (450 - 500 pts.)  A 

80-89 (400 - 449 pts.)  B 

65-79 (325 - 399 pts.)  C 

50-64 (250 - 324 pts.)  D 

0-49 (0 – 249 pts.)  F 

 

Miscellaneous: 

 

Make-up tests will only be given if you have a good reason for being absent: serious illness, family problem, etc. You must 

be able to verify the excuse in writing. Make-ups for quizzes and in-class assignments will not be given for any reason. 

The lowest quiz score, however, will be dropped, and it is possible to earn extra points on in-class assignments/pop quizzes 

to make up for missed work. Adding and dropping the course are your responsibility. I will drop students who miss too 

many classes or who do not take the mid-term, but any student who simply stops attending without dropping is taking the 

risk of receiving an “F.” (I cannot drop anyone, after all, once the drop deadline has passed.) 
 

 

 



History 102:  List of Topics and Reading Assignments 

 

Topics      The American Story             America Firsthand   Accessible American History 

The South: Legacy of the Civil War    Ch. 16      # 3-4, 6   # 43-44, 46 

 

Economic Change (1865-1900)         Ch. 18 (p. 573-591); Ch. 19 (p.605-622)  # 13-15   # 27-30 

 

The West (1865-1900)         Ch. 17       # 1-2, 8   # 38-40 

Quiz 1-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Problems/Attempted Solutions       Ch. 18 (p. 595-601); Ch. 19 (p. 630-637); Ch. 20 # 10-11, 16, 18, 36 # 33-34, 48-49 

 

Progressive Era         Ch. 22-23      # 19-21, 23, 26-27 # 47, 50-51 

 

U.S. and the World                  Ch. 21, 24      # 22, 25, 28  # 60-62 

Quiz 2---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The 1920s     Ch. 25       # 32-34   # 3, 52-55 

 

The Great Depression/ New Deal   Ch. 26       # 29-30   # 56-59 

Quiz 3------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Mid-Term 
 

World War II                  Ch. 27       # 38-41   # 63-65 

 

Post-World War II America           Ch. 28; Ch. 29 (p. 944-953); Ch. 30 (p.970-978)  #42-45   # 66, 70-71 

Quiz 4------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Protest Movements                Ch. 29 (p. 957-964); Ch. 30 (p. 981-986, 997-1005) # 48, 50, 52-54  # 67-68, 72-73, 75-76 

            

Lyndon Johnson/ Vietnam          Ch. 30 (p. 986-997)     # 46-47   # 69, 74 

 

Richard Nixon Era                Ch. 30 (p. 1005-1008); Ch. 31 (p. 1014-1020)     # 77 

Quiz 5-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Problems in the 1970s                    Ch. 31 (p. 1021-1039)        #78 

 

Conservative Revolution           Ch. 31 (p. 1039-1048); Ch. 32 (p. 1054-1060)  # 57   # 79-81 

 

1990s- Present                     Ch. 32 (p. 1060-1091)     # 55-56, 59, 61-63 # 82-88, 90 

Quiz 6--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Final 
 


