
                     El Camino College  
 

                Preparing Childhood Education Professionals and Life-long Learners 
 
 
The mission of the El Camino College Childhood Education Program is to provide relevant coursework, 
exemplary role models, and sound pedagogy to successfully prepare childhood educators to earn the 
required permits or degrees that will enable them to teach in diverse settings, to positively influence 
students and families in their communities, and to serve as advocates for children and the childhood 

education profession.  
 
 

         CDEV 104 The Home, The School, The Community-WINTER 2017  
 

Instructor: Janice Jefferis, MA                                                        Class meetings: Monday –Friday                                                                              
                    10:30am-12:40p 
Room: SOC 120                 
Office: SOC 120    
Office Hours: Mondays, 9:30am-10:30am                  Email: jjefferis@elcamino.edu 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A      3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
         
Course Description 
This course examines the interconnection among the home, family, school, and community in relation to 
the development of children from birth to adolescence. Emphasis is placed on the influences of social 
agents such as family support services, educational systems, media, and peers, and on how these social 
agents contribute in preparing the child for living independently in a diverse society. Topics will include 
parenting styles, schooling, roles of teachers, peers, the media, children with special needs, cultural 
influences on behavior, child abuse, neglect, and social policy. 
 
Note: This is a core course for all teachers and assistants in early childhood programs regulated by the 
State of California. 
 
Required Texts/Materials:  
 
Grant, K.B. & Ray, J.A. (2016) Home, school and community collaboration: Culturally responsive family  
engagement, (3

rd
 ed.). Sage Publications: Thousand Oaks, CA.  

 

     
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
Course Objectives: 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of legal requirements and ethical responsibilities of professionals working with 
all children and families. 
2. Examine and explain the impact of systems and socialization on child development. 
3. Assess the complex interrelationship of the home, the school, and the community and analyze how it 
affects a child's development. 
 4. Compare and contrast diverse family structures, parenting styles. culture, tradition and values and 
their impact upon children and youth. 
5. Investigate and evaluate the effects of age, gender, diverse abilities, language, culture, racial identity, 
ethnicity, socio-economic status, educational systems, mass media, and public policy on children and 
families.  
6. Define and examine a variety of contemporary issues that influence family functioning and develop 
appropriate strategies to assist families experiencing stress. 
7. Identify and evaluate the services provided by a variety of community agencies for families, including 
physical health, social services, mental health, developmental, and family support services, including 
agencies designed for specific population such as homeless families, abused children, and after-school 
recreation and care.  
8. Develop advocacy strategies to affect public attitudes and policy. 
9. Identify and discuss stereotypes and assumptions that affect attitudes and actions within the family, the 
culture, and the professional community. 
10. Demonstrate ability to implement a variety of appropriate and effective communication strategies for 
working or developing relationships with diverse populations. 
11. Explore one's own family history and examine how it affects relationships with children and families.  

Student Learning Outcomes: 
SLO#1 Family Support Services- Critically assess community support services and agencies that are 
available to community and families. 
SLO#2 Analyzing Values- Analyze one’s own values, goals and sense of self as related to family history 
and life experiences, assessing how this impacts relationships with children and families. 
SLO#3 Impact of Communities Upon Families- Assess the impact of educational, political, and 
socioeconomic factors on children and families by identifying effective strategies that empower families in 
children’s development.  

ADA Statement 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 
upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 
the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 
Special Resources Center. 
 
Student Code of Conduct 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 
 
Academic Honesty Policy 
El Camino College places a high value on the integrity of its student scholars.  When an instructor 
determines that there is evidence of dishonesty in any academic work (including, but not limited to 
cheating, plagiarism, or theft of exam materials), disciplinary actions appropriate to the misconduct as 
defined in BP 5500 may be taken.  A failing grade on an assignment in which academic dishonesty has 
occurred and suspension from class are among the disciplinary actions for academic dishonesty (AP 
5520).  
 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/AP%205520%20Student%20Discipline%20%20Due%20Process%20Procedures.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/AP%205520%20Student%20Discipline%20%20Due%20Process%20Procedures.pdf


 
 
 
Academic & Student Support 
El Camino College strives to provide the best academic support services possible for your success. 
Below are some excellent resources for you to take advantage of if you find yourself needing extra help 
completing assignments.   
 
Writing Center 
Humanities 122 // 310-660-3873  
The Writing Center offers free assistance in all aspects of the writing process, from pre-writing to full draft 
writing conferences. Students can also find help with grammar and using MLA or APA documentation. 
Computers are available for word processing (Microsoft Word) and research. 
 
LRC Tutorial Program 
Second Floor, West Wing, Schauerman Library // 310-660-3511 
Tutors help students prepare for tests, learn new concepts, improve study techniques, and answer 
questions about assignments. All Learning Resources Center Tutorial Program tutors are highly trained 
and certified. Tutoring is free for all ECC students; tutors are available in more than 25 different subjects 
each semester. Reservations are not required. 

The Learning Resources Center  
Located at various locations throughout the Schauerman Library: 

 Learning Center, Second Floor, West Wing, Schauerman Library 

 LRC Tutorial Program, in the Learning Center 

 Basic Skills Study Center, Second Floor, West Wing, Schauerman Library 

 LMTC Computer Commons, Basement, East Wing of Schauerman Library (enter from  the library 
lobby). 

Computer Lab 
310-660-3511 

 Basic Skills Study Center, Second Floor, West Wing, Schauerman Library 

 LMTC Computer Commons, Basement, East Wing of Schauerman Library (enter from  the library 
lobby) 

 
Classroom Code of Conduct 

Your learning experience in this course will rely heavily on active engagement and participation in 
reflective discussions. Please refrain from working on assignments and homework until after scheduled 
class hours.  

A successful professional is respectful and responds tactfully towards colleagues, especially when there 
is a disagreement of ideas. Please honor each person who has the “floor” by listening to their ideas and 
waiting for your turn to speak.  

It is my belief as your instructor that we all possess important insights and perspectives worthy of 
sharing. It is your right and part of the learning process to disagree with an idea or opinion, but it is not 
acceptable to ridicule a classmate’s opinions or ideas. 

Carefully review the syllabus and prepare for class by reading the assigned texts and submit each 
assignment on their scheduled due dates. 

CELL PHONES: Please leave cell phones on SILENT and in your bags during class. If you need to 
answer your phone due to an emergency, please use the opportunity to practice respect and social grace 
and leave your phone away during lecture or class discussion.  

Computers, iPads, smart phones: if you chose to use these items in class, it is expected that they will be  
used for course work and notes, not for social media or playing in cyberspace.  
 
 
Attendance Policy  



Students are expected to attend each scheduled class. Students who miss more than 4 class meetings 

will result in a drop from the course. Please contact me in advance if you know you will be absent. 

Participation and engagement will weigh in on your overall grade (refer to point distribution). Additionally, 

if you find yourself entering class late, please come in quietly so as to not disturb or distract your peers.  

Attendance Folders   

There will be an attendance folder that will be passed around at the beginning of each class. This system 

will allow you to keep track of your attendance throughout the semester. Be sure to initial your attendance 

for each class.  

*Note that students are responsible for dropping a class within the deadlines published in the class 

schedule.  

ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES  
 

 All submissions must be TYPED in Times New Roman font, size 12, doubled spaced, and with 1-inch 

margins. Papers must have a cover page, reference page, and are required to be written using APA 

format. Refer to OWL Purdue (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/) for a thorough overview 

of APA format. Please provide hardcopies of each assignment in class on their established due date. Late 

submissions will be subjected to a 10% point reduction (equivalent to one letter grade) for each day late.  

 ***COMMUNICATION IS KEY! If you are having difficulty understanding and/or completing the 

assignments, please consult with me so we can devise a plan of action.  

       GRADING  

All written papers will be evaluated for clarity, coherence, grammatical correctness, and reflectivity of the 

writer.  It is strongly recommended that students have someone else proof read assignments prior to 

submitting. Students may also utilize resources on campus such as the Writing Resource Lab and 

Reading Success Center for assistance. A 10 point deduction may incur for papers with too many 

grammatical/structural errors and typos.  

             ASSIGNMENTS 

Textbook Chapter Reviews (25 points each, total 8 chapters)- DUE ongoing 
Make a list of 10 important concepts (facts, information, statistics, etc…) from the chapter. Include 

the page number on which the concept is located. For each concept write a reflective statement 

describing how the information will help you in your work with children and their families, or your 

personal life.  

 

Chapter reviews will be graded based on the inclusion of the following items: 

 

1. 10 facts or concepts (less than that will result in a deduction of points)  [3 points] 

2. Thoroughly written reflection statements about how you will personally or professional 

benefit from this new knowledge. Questions to help guide your thinking include: In what 

ways will this new information help me be a good parent? How will my understanding of 

this new concept improve my work in the classroom? This idea is really interesting to me 

because…[20 points]. There should be a total of 10 reflective statements.  

3. A page number for where each concept can be found in the textbook is provided. 

 [2 points] 

 
 



 
 

Chapter 2 Due 1/13 

Chapter 5 Due 1/13 

Chapter 6 Due 1/13 

Chapter 7 Due 1/13 

Chapter 3 Due 1/20 

Chapter 1 Due 1/20 

Chapter 10 Due 1/27 

Chapter 9 Due 1/27 

 

Project #1: Home-in-a-Bag (50 points)-DUE: January 9,  2017  

This assignment is designed to create an opportunity for students to reflect on what HOME means 

in a richly diverse culture. You will decorate a bag/box/container (using the guidelines presented in 

class) to represent what “home” means to you.  You may use pictures, words, symbols, and items 

for this project.  Students are required to present their project to the class (within 2-4 minutes). If 

you do the assignment you will get points. If you do not complete it, you will not get any points. 

There is no make-up day for this assignment if you are absent. 

 

Project #2: Family Advocate Group Project (200 points)-DUE: February 6, 2017 

In a group of 4-5 people, help a family by researching and identifying community resources in their 

immediate community based on their needs (family descriptions will be provided in class). Each group 

member will take on an agency to become thoroughly familiar with. Be sure you know about the 

organization well enough to confidently explain its philosophy, mission, goals, and values as well as its 

membership in the community. Further instructions will be given in class. 

 

As a group you must delegate responsibilities amongst yourselves. Each member will be graded by how 

well they are able to talk about their designated agency and how cohesive each project is presented. A 

grading rubric will be distributed in class. 

 

In addition to a 15-minute presentation, each group will collaborate on writing a 6-page paper that 

addresses questions including, but not limited to:  

 

- How will the family benefit from each resource? 

- How do these services address the particular needs of your family? 

- Which functions of community does each agency serve? 

- Reflect on the process of researching. What were the challenges you faced? What were you 

surprised about upon your investigation?  

- How important is it for communities to provide services for its members? What are the 

repercussions of the lack of resources for families? 

 

                                                                   Point Distribution 

                            Assignments                                  Point Value 

               Textbook Chapter Reviews                      (25 points x 8 reviews)=  200  

                 Project # 1: Home in a Bag                                         50  

      Project # 2: Family Advocate Group Project                                        200 

                  Attendance & Participation         (23 class meetings x 5 points per day)= 115 

                                   Total                                        565 

 



 

                 CDEV 104 The Home-, The School, The Community-Class Schedule WINTER 2017 

      Session                                   Agenda      Assignment/ Due Dates 

       Week 1  
     Jan. 5 & 6 

                              WELCOME! 
Introduction; review syllabus; overview of APA format; 
HANDOUTS: APA and Reflection Guide 
 
Topic: Family Systems 
            - Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory 
            -Defining Family (Ch.2) 

              (Characteristics of a Family System) 
             -Structural diversity (Ch.4) 

         Cultural Diversity (Ch. 5) 
            -Defining Culture 

             -What role does culture play in families and society? 
*Discuss Home in a Bag assignment 

 

*PURCHASE Textbook! 
 
READ: Chapter 2, 4-8 

       Week 2 
     Jan. 9-13 

Topic: Home in a Bag (Present in class) 
                                        And 
          Family Systems: Transitions, Obstacles and    
Abuse (Ch. 6, 7, & 8)  
            -Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 
           -Divorce and the family 
           -Death of a family member 
           -Families living in poverty 
           -Families effected by violence  
           -Resiliency 
           -Abuse in the family 
           -Mandated reporting 
 

DUE: Chapter 2, 5, 6, 7 
textbook reviews 
 
DUE: Home in a Bag (in-
class) 
 
READ: Chapters Chapter 1, 
3 & 11 
 
                   
 

       Week 3 
   Jan. 16-20  

Topic: Family Systems: Empowering, Partnering, and 
Supporting Families (Ch. 3) 
           -Parenting Styles  
           -Effects on children’s behavior 
           -Attachment & Temperament 
           -Teacher Acceptance of Parenting Model 
           -Carl Dunst Model 
           -Joyce Epstein Framework 
 

***Monday, January 16, 2017: Martin Luther King 
Jr. Holiday-NO CLASS 

DUE: Chapter 1 & 3 textbook 
reviews 
 
READ: Chapters 9-11 &  
What is Anti-Bias Education? 
(Sparks & Edwards) 

       Week 4  
     Jan. 23-27 

Topic: The School 
            -Classroom Culture 
             -Anti-Bias Education/Curriculum (Sparks & Edwards) 
             -Self-assessment and bias (Myths, stereotypes) 
             -Inclusion (children with special needs) [Ch. 11] 

            -Role of the school in the lives of families 

            -Engaging and Involving Families (benefits and        
barriers) 

DUE: Chapter 9-10 textbook 
reviews 

       Week 5 
Jan. 30-Feb. 3 

Topic: Communicating with Families 
             -Methods of communicating with families 
              -Communication Styles 
              -Interpersonal/Intrapersonal intelligence 
              -Hearing vs. Listening  
               -One-way & reciprocal communication 
               -Formal & informal communications 
               -Reducing bias in language 

 



               -Communicating in home language 

Communicating with Families cont. 
              -Conferencing with families 
              -Barriers to communicating effectively with families 
Collaboration between Home and School 
             -Benefits to Academic learning 
                    (Common Core) 
               -Teacher-family partnership (rethinking dynamics) 

Community 
              -Guests 

               -Field Trips 
               -Corporate Partnerships 
               -Media Influence & Commercialism 

 

       Week 6 
      Feb. 6 & 7 

*Community Resource Group Project Presentations 
 
 
 

DUE: Community Resource 
Projects 

  

 

 

 

 


