
Political Science 1 

Government of the United States and California 

ONLINE 

Sections #4229 & 4241 

Winter 2017 

 

Instructor: Eduardo Munoz         Office: SOCS 109 

Email: emunoz@elcamino.edu        Office Hours: M 8-10:00pm (online) 

Phone: (310) 660-3593    XT. 3740                                       

Webpage: www.elcamino.edu/faculty/emunoz                                                         

                

TEXTBOOK: 

- "Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy" by George Edwards, Martin 

Wattenberg, and Robert Lineberry. 16th Edition, 2015. Pearson Longman Publishers, 

ISBN # 9781323176580 (This is a customized edition, sold as a package that includes 

both the textbook and the access code you will need for the class). 

Note: A strong word of advice, prior to deciding to take an online course access the 

Online Student Handbook from the Distance Education Webpage, found at 

http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed The handbook will provide you with among 

other things; answers to frequently asked questions, a discussion of the skills you will 

need, and offer you tips for success as an online student. 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES 

 

 This course is a survey of the concepts, theories, and functions of the 

American political system. The basic principles of the United States Constitution and the 

government of California will be examined. Emphasis will be placed on the formal and 

informal influences of federalism on national and state governments. 

One of the greatest attributes of our democracy is our ability to hold different 

views and opinions about our political system, in particular our government. In many 

ways we can see conflicts (conflict being a symbol of freedom) in our political system 

stemming from our different visions of important societal values, such as equality, 

freedom, liberty, and societal order. As students of politics, we must make an effort to 

understand and analyze the conflict about such values that continually test American 

Democracy. How we use our political system to define and apply these values will be 

part of our focus for this course. Helping us enhance our level of citizenship and gaining 

a more thorough understanding of our nation’s political process will be a goal as well. 

While this is an introductory survey course, nonetheless we will cover a large amount of 

information including; the development of American political institutions, the 

constitutional foundations and bedrock principles that continue to govern us today, 
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American political traditions, and the functioning of contemporary political processes. Be 

ready to discuss, think, critically analyze, and write on these topics.  

I encourage you to keep up with current events, since one of the required 

assignments for this course will be for you to turn in a political journal towards the end of 

the semester. This is of utmost importance given that we have a new incoming 

administration taking office two weeks from tomorrow, on Friday, January 20. We have 

already seen some of the early controversies regarding appointments to high cabinet level 

posts, and once the president takes office that will continue to be much subject for 

discussion. We will also see in the next few months the continued debates on gun control, 

immigration, etc., just as well how the new administration will handle the many 

challenges we are facing abroad, among them: the Middle East, North Korea, ISIS, Iran, 

Russia, China, troop withdrawals from Afghanistan and Iraq, etc. As you can see, these 

are exciting times to be learning about politics. You can easily prepare for this by reading 

the major newspapers, i.e., New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, by 

watching the major news channels, CNN, MSNBC, PBS, Fox Network, etc., or by going 

to different news information websites, i.e., www.cnn.com, www.msnbc.com, etc. 

   

After completing this course you will have a deeper understanding of the political 

processes and institutions of our system of government. You will have gained knowledge 

about our constitution, our three branches of government and how they interact with one 

another, operating under a system of checks and balances. You will also have gained 

knowledge about political campaigns and elections, especially those in the last few 

decades of the 20
th

 century. Finally, you will have hopefully become more aware of one’s 

civic duties and rights as citizens living in this society. More specifically students should 

meet the following objectives:  

 

1. Analyze both the theoretical and practical workings of the American political 

system. 

2. Examine and analyze the major American political institutions including: the 

Presidency, Congress, The Bureaucracy, Judiciary, Political Parties and Interest 

Groups. 

3. Distinguish between Civil Rights and Civil Liberties and the role government 

plays protecting and implementing them within our political system. 

4. Examine and assess the concepts of political culture and socialization. 

5. Compare and contrast the various normative and empirical alternatives as to the 

distribution of political power: Democracy, power elite and pluralism. 

6. Examine the shared power relationship among national, state and local 

governments (federalism), and how it has changed over the years. 

7. Analyze the organization and functions of local and state government in 

California. 

8. Evaluate political participation as a channel of communication, with an emphasis 

on elections, the factors influencing voting behavior, and the consequences for 

political power and policy making. 

9. Examine the nature of public opinion, how it is measured, and its impact on 

policy makers and policy making (“agenda setting”). 
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10. Assess the roles and functions of the media as sources of information and 

persuasion. 

11. Compare and contrast the two major political parties, as well as the historic roles 

played by minor parties. 

12. Analyze the various strategies and techniques used by interest groups to gain 

access and influence policy makers. 

13. Examine the role of the courts as political institutions, and the environmental 

pressures that impact their decisions as policy makers. 

14. Analyze the role of citizenship in our society. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO’s) 

-In a multiple choice exam, students will demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles 

of the United States Constitution including it Articles and Amendments, as well as those 

for the government of California. 

- In a multiple choice or written essay test, students will demonstrate an understanding of 

how political parties and interest groups serve as channels for popular participation, and 

compare/contrast the techniques they use to do so.” 

 

- In a written essay or multiple choice exam, students will demonstrate an understanding 

of the various roles played by the President and California Governor, the political 

resources available to them to meet the expectations associated with those roles, and how 

those resources are limited.” 

 

OUTLINE   

(Winter Session-  Thursday, January 5 - Tuesday, February 7) 

Since this is an impacted schedule for the winter term, the course assessments will be 

divided into 6 sections.  

 

Part I (Thursday, January 5 – Wednesday, January 11 / What this means is that all the 

assignments, including chapter exams, video quizzes, simulations, etc., will be open from 

today until Wednesday, January11 at midnight) 

-Read Chapter 1, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Explore the 

Simulation: “You Are a Candidate for Congress”. Take the Quizzes for the above 

videos. Study the chapter flashcards. Take Chapter 1 Exam. Explore what the course 

management system offers. 



-Read Chapter 2, Read The Declaration of Independence, Federalist Paper No.51, and 

The Constitution (the previous three can be found in the Student Resources link, opening 

page on the left hand side, click on MySearchLab, then on MyPolSciLibrary, then on 

Title, and you will find them there) Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, 

“In Context”, “Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. 

Explore the Simulation: “You are a Founder”. Take the Quizzes for the above videos. 

Study the chapter flashcards. Take Chapter 2 Exam 

-Read Chapter 3, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Explore the 

Simulation: “You are a Federal Judge”. Take the Quizzes for the above videos. Study the 

chapter flashcards. Take Chapter 3 Exam 

-Complete Discussion Boards I and II 

 

Part II (Thursday, January 12 – Wednesday, January 18) 

-Read Chapter 4, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Explore the 

Simulation: “You  Are a Police Officer” Take the Quizzes for the above videos. Study 

the chapter flashcards. Take Chapter 4 Exam 

-Read Chapter 5, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Take the 

Quizzes for the above videos. Explore the Simulation: “You are a Mayor”  Study the 

chapter flashcards. Take Chapter 5 Exam 

-Read Chapter 6, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Take the 

Quizzes for the above videos. Explore the Simulation: “You are a Polling Consultant” 

Explore Public Opinion and Political Action: How Are People Involved in Politics? 

Study the chapter flashcards. 

-Complete Discussion Board III 

 

Part III (Thursday 1/19 – Sunday 1/22 @ midnight) 

-Take the Midterm Exam, remember that it is divided into 2 parts (50 question each, 1 ½ 

hours for each part), and there won’t be a Chapter 6 Exam but questions from that chapter 

will be incorporated into the test  

MIDTERM –Chapters 1-6 



 

Part IV  (Monday, January 23 - Sunday, January 29) 

-Read Chapter 7, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Explore the 

Simulation: “You are a Newspaper Editor”. Take the Quizzes for the above videos. 

Study the chapter flashcards. Take Chapter 7 Exam 

-Read Chapter 8, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Explore the 

Simulation: “You are a Voter”. Take the Quizzes for the above videos. Study the chapter 

flashcards. Take Chapter 8 Exam 

-Read Chapter 9, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Take the 

Quizzes for the above videos. Explore the Simulation: “You are a Voter Registration 

Volunteer” Explore Campaigns and Voting Behavior: Who Votes and Who Doesn’t? 

Study the chapter flashcards. Take Chapter 9 Exam 

-Complete Discussion Board IV 

-Term Paper due Sunday 1/29 by midnight 

 

Part V (Monday, January 30 – Sunday, February 5) 

-Read Chapter 10, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Take the 

Quizzes for the above videos. Explore the Simulation: “You are a Lobbyist” Explore 

Interest Groups: Can Interest Groups Buy Public Policy. Study the chapter flashcards. 

Take Chapter 10 Exam 

-Read Federalist Paper No. 10 (it can be found in the Student Resources link, opening 

page on the left hand side, click on MySearchLab, then on MyPolSciLibrary, then on 

Title, and you will find it there)    

-Read Chapter 11, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Take the 

Quizzes for the above videos. Explore the Simulation: “You are a Consumer Advocate”, 

Explore Congress: Can Congress Get Anything Done? Study the chapter flashcards. Take 

Chapter 11 Exam 

-Read Chapter 12, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Take the 



Quizzes for the above videos. Explore the Simulation: You are a First-Term President, 

Explore The Presidency: What Influences a President’s Public Approval. Study the 

chapter flashcards. Take Chapter 12 Exam 

-Read Chapter 15, Watch the Videos: “The Big Picture”, “The Basics”, “In Context”, 

“Thinking Like a Political Scientist”, In the Real World”, and “So What”. Take the 

Quizzes for the above videos. Explore the Simulation: “You are a Supreme Court Clerk” 

Explore The Federal Courts: Who Are the Activist Judges. Study the chapter flashcards. 

-Complete Discussion Board V 

-Journal Project due Sunday 2/5 by midnight 

 

 

Part VI (Friday, February 3 – Tuesday, February 7) 

-Take the Final Exam, remember that it is divided into 2 parts (50 question each, 1 ½ 

hours for each part), and there won’t be a Chapter 15 Exam but questions from that 

chapter will be incorporated into the test 

FINAL EXAM –chapters 7-12 & 15 

 

*Note that there won't be chapter exams for chapters 6 and 14, rather, questions 

from those chapters will be added to the midterm and the final exam respectively* 

 

Assignments: 

 

Discussion Board (50 points) 

 

As part of this course’s requirements, you will have to participate in a series of discussion 

boards throughout the term. There will be 5 entries (each worth 10 points) that you will 

have to contribute to. In addition to your own contribution to the discussion you will also 

have to respond to one of your classmate’s contributions.  The specific due dates are 

noted below. You will have a week to respond to the topic, with the exception of the first 

topic –you will have 4 days to respond) Each of the topics will be posted on a Thursday 

morning and will close by the following Wednesday at midnight. 

 

 



Discussion Board I & II   Thursday, January 5 - Wednesday, January 11 

Discussion Board III   Thursday, January 12 - Wednesday, January 18 

 

Discussion Board IV  Monday, January 23 - Sunday, January 29 

Discussion Board V  Monday, January 30 - Sunday, February 5 

 

 

Term Paper  (50 points) 

 

Please write a paper of approximately 4 pages in length on the following topic. This 

assignment’s due date will be on Sunday, January 29 at midnight, and you will submit 

it to me via email at emunoz@elcamino.edu  The paper should be sent as an attachment 

in a word document, and you should title the subject of your email “Political 

Socialization Paper.”  I will reply to your email once I have received it and made sure 

that I have opened the attachment. It is your responsibility to make sure that I have 

received your assignment, if I haven’t replied to you within 48 hours email me again. 

 

Write a paper in which you recount your first political impression, that is the first 

political event or issue that you can remember. Speculate about how that event or issue 

may have shaped your views towards government and politics. Did it leave you cynical? 

Idealistic? Apathetic? Include a discussion of which political socialization agents have 

shaped the formulation of your political opinions while growing up. (Political 

Socialization agents are those that influence us throughout our lifetime, they can include: 

the family, school, the media, peer groups, religious organizations, etc) 

 

 

Political Journal (50 points) 

 

This assignment consists of making 5 journal entries about political events that will 

transpire during the term (The articles must have been posted online within the last six 

months). They can cover the politics at any level of government, whether federal, state, or 

local. The journal will be due on Sunday, February 5 at midnight, and you will submit 

it to me the same way as the paper, via email at emunoz@elcamino.edu  You will need to 

title the subject of your email “Political Journal” and send it in a word document as an 

attachment. I will reply to your email once I have received it and made sure that I have 

opened the attachment. It is your responsibility to make sure that I have received your 

assignment, if I haven’t replied to you within 48 hours email me again. 

Each journal entry should be structured the following way: 

 

1. Electronic source: ie., www.cnn.com, www.msnbc.com, www.news.yahoo.com, etc. 

 

2. Specific Webpage: ie., http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/Americas/7238214.stm  

 

3. Date of the article:  January 5, 2017 
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4. Summary of the article: here you should give the article’s title and provide a well 

rounded summary, at least three or four paragraphs. Then, in a couple of other paragraphs 

you should discuss how it relates to the course, and the specific topic covered during the 

semester.  NOTE: Your five journal entries should be drawn from five different 

electronic sources, meaning five different websites. They should cover 5 different topics. 

And they should all be submitted in one document, meaning send me 1 attachment not 5 

different attachments. 

 

 

 

Chapter Exams 

 

There will be 11 chapter exams throughout the semester (each worth 20 points). They 

will include questions from the chapter and, when noted, also questions from either the 

videos/simulations that are part of each chapter.  You will have 1 hour to complete each 

of chapter exam. As noted above in the OUTLINE section, you will need to complete 

chapter exams 1-3, 4-5, 7-9, 10-12 within the specified time frame noted.  

 

 

Midterm Exam  

 

There will be a Midterm Exam that students will have to take as part of the requirements 

for this course. It will cover material from chapters 1-6. The exam will open on Thursday, 

January 19 and will close on Sunday, January 22 at midnight. It will be divided in 2 parts. 

You will have 3 hours to complete the exam, 1 ½ hours for each part. 

 

 

Final Exam  

 

There will also be a Final Exam to complete as part of the requirements for this course. 

The final will cover material from chapters 7-12 and 15. It will be open from Friday, 

February 3 and will close on Tuesday, February 5. Just like the midterm exam it will be 

divided into 2 parts and you will have 3 hours to complete it, 1 ½ hours for each part. 

 

 

Extra Credit 

 

There will be an extra credit assignment (optional) that will be discussed later during the 

term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grading Scale    Total ( 570 points ) 

 

Discussion Boards   50 points         A          512-570  

Term Paper    50 points          B          455-511 

Political Journal   50 points                 C          398-454 

Midterm Exam            100 points                 D          341-397     

Final Exam             100 points         F          340 and below  

Chapter Exams (11 X 20)     220 points  

 

 

NOTE - ACADEMIC INTEGRITY Please read and acknowledge the following 

statement: “Through the entry of my username and password I affirm that I am the 

student who enrolled in this course. Furthermore, I affirm that I understand and 

agree to follow the regulations regarding academic integrity and the use of student 

data as described in the ECC Board Policy 5500 Academic Honesty and Standards 

of Conduct that governs student rights and responsibilities. Failure to abide by the 

regulations may result in disciplinary action up to expulsion from the college.” 

 

NOTE- Whenever emailing me, write down your name within the body of your email 

as well as the section number in which you are enrolled. That will speed up the 

process of replying to you. Please give me at least 24 hours to respond to your questions. 

 

NOTE- If for some reason your computer malfunctions, freezes, loses power, loses the 

internet connection, any of these, while you are taking a quiz or a test, and doesn’t allow 

you to continue, you must email me immediately and tell me what happened, that way I 

can work with you in resetting the assessment so you can take it again. Also keep in mind 

that technology is great  but there are times where things happen that are beyond our 

immediate control, and it might take some time to fix them  

 

NOTE- Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this 

class are encouraged to contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as 

possible to better ensure such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 

Please contact me privately as well to discuss your specific needs. 

 

NOTE- It is the students’ responsibility to drop themselves from this course. I will not 

drop students. Be aware of the deadlines as noted in the schedule of classes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


