
Horticulture Advisory Meeting 
Friday, October 10, 2014 

11:30am 
LS-101 

 
 
Attendees:  Jean Shankweiler, Marleen Breene (Marlene Brene Design), James Minnich (Ewing Irrigation 
Product), Tanya Finney (South Coast Botanic Gardens), Chris Sarabia (Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy), Maria Martinez (MB Landscaping and Nursery), Ron LaFond (ECC). 

Introduction and Lunch 

Light lunch was served as attendees gathered. 

 

Survey 

All attendees indicated they had a chance to submit the survey. Jean Shankweiler submitted the 
spreadsheet with the raw results from the Google survey. Jean asked if the survey was thorough or 
missing anything, the response indicated the survey was relevant. Some expressed surprise at the potential 
for growth. A discussion followed on how the growth in service sector was changing especially with 
recession receding and now the state facing a severe drought. Also, government rebates are fueling some 
feeling some growth although not as much as expected.  

The discussion then centered on including conservation measures into the classes:  

• Alternative conservation—reverse system 
• Zero run off 
• Timed watering  

The program should consider including drought tolerant landscaping. Class examples “Landscape in Dry 
Climates.”  This is similar to a California native species clan, but could be included. 

 

Greenhouse Options 

• Jean and Ron described problems with our greenhouse. It is remote from classrooms and 
lacks some facilities that make it unsuitable for a classroom.  

• Some suggestions include using a pop up greenhouse, used only when plant prop is 
offered. Also, the area could be used as a collections house to grow species not for ID 
classes. Otherwise, available on campus. The Horticulture 99 could be used as a way to 
maintain the grounds or use student allocated hours. Propagation could be taught using 
outside facilities, including drought tolerant propagation. The campus could be used as a 
classroom for pruning and staking.  

• A written proposal could be worked up with ideas for techniques to be taught across 
campus. Meet with grounds keeping and facilities to present proposal. Include 
techniques, skills and ask for a teaching garden. 

 



Certificates 

• Currently the pest control class prepares students for QAL or QAC certification. Other 
possible preps could be built into classes. 

• CA Landscape License (contractor) 
• CCN-California Associate of Nursery 
• APLO-Associate of Professional Landscape Designers 

 

Another option: work with construction tech to incorporate Architecture and Construction, Landscape 
Design, Business Administration into a program. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:40pm 


