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Inside this issue: 

     The Fall 2010 semes-

ter has been a semester 

of many new develop-

ments in the college’s 

journey in building a sus-

tainable outcomes assess-

ment program.   

     One of the most im-

portant new develop-

ments is the completion 

of the first core compe-

tency assessment. This 

means that the college 

has for the first time 

achieved completed as-

sessments at all three 

levels: the course level, 

the program level, and 

the institutional level.  

The first core competency 

to be assessed was the 

Communication and 

Comprehension core 

competency and in-

volved a survey given to 

a cross-section of 

courses with a commu-

nication focus.  (Please 

see the related article 

below for more details.)   

     Another important 

development this se-

mester is the college’s 

move to an online system 

for SLOs and assess-

ments.  The college has 

purchased CurricUNET 

and the SLO module is 

nearing completion.  

Trainings  have begun on 

the new module with 

more planned for Winter 

and Spring.  The move to 

CurricUNET for SLOs 

and assessments will 

simplify all phases of the 

assessment cycle: from 

writing SLO statements 

to aligning SLOs with 

core competencies, to 

submitting data and data 

analysis.  In addition to 

the easier process within 

the SLO module itself, 

CurricUNET is a rela-

tional database, so it 

links to the curriculum 

module (already up and 

running) as well as the 

New Developments in Fall 2010 
By Jenny Simon, SLO Assessment Coordinator 

December 13, 2010 

ECC’s First Core Competency Assessment: “Communication and 

Comprehension” 

ECC has now com-

pleted its first core 

competency assess-

ment for its 

“Communication and 

Comprehension” com-

petency.  The assess-

ment took place last 

spring and included a 

short student survey 

in which students 

rated their own com-

petence in six commu-

nication related areas, 

including writing a 

paper, giving a pres-

entation, and commu-

nicating an idea to di-

verse audiences.  The 

second part of the as-

sessment involved fac-

ulty rating the same 

students in their 

(cont. on pg. 3). 
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program review module (to come in 

the next year).   

     Fall 2010 is the second semester 

of having SLO facilitators in 

many of our divisions.  The facilita-

tors are: Kelly Holt (Health Sci-

ences and Athletics); 

Kaysa Laureano-

Ribas 

(Mathematics); Ray 

Lewis (Industry and 

Tech); Jim Noyes 

(Natural Sciences); 

Juli Soden 

(Behavioral and Social Sciences); 

Karen Whitney (Fine Arts); Merriel 

Winfree (Industry and Tech). 

Thanks to the incredible work of 

our facilitators, we have made sig-

nificant strides in SLO plans sub-

mitted and assessed, and faculty 

are better informed about the de-

velopments in the college’s SLO 

and assessment program. 

     The college is 

currently moving 

towards a four-

year cycle in both 

the assessment of 

SLOs as well as 

program review for 

most programs.  

This means that all programs 

must assess all SLOs at the course 

and program levels every four 

years.  In the spring semester, pro-

grams will plan out their four year 

cycle using a timeline form developed 

by the Assessment of Learning Com-

mittee.  The facilitators in each divi-

sion will be coordinating this process.   

   Finally, 55 academic and student 

services programs were recognized 

for their timely fulfillment of all 

SLO-related deadlines.  This includes 

100% of all programs in Humanities, 

the Learning Resources Unit, Mathe-

matical Sciences, Natural Sciences 

and Student Services and Commu-

nity Advancement. Please see below 

for a list of these programs.  Con-

gratulations!  

 

New Developments in Fall 2010 (cont.) 
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This means that all programs 

must assess all SLOs at the 

course and program levels every 

four years.   

Congratulations to the following programs for meeting all 

SLO-related deadlines!!  

At the meeting of the Deans’ 

Council on December 9, 2010, the 

following programs received cer-

tificates recognizing their hard 

work and dedication to SLOs and 

improving student learning.  The 

area deans accepted the certifi-

cates on behalf of the programs.  

The certificates will be posted in 

division mailrooms.   

Academic Programs:  
Behavioral and Social Sciences: 

Anthropology 

Child Development 

Teacher Education 

History  

Human Development 

Philosophy 

Political Science 

Sociology 

Business Division:  

Computer Information Systems 

Real Estate 

Fine Arts:  

Art 

Dance 

Music 

Health Sciences and Athletics: 

Adapted Physical Education 

Special Resources 

Nursing 

Radiologic Technology 

Sign Language Interpreter 

Humanities:  

Academic Strategies 

English—Reading 

English 

English as a Second Language 

Foreign Language 

Journalism 

Industry & Tech Division:  

Air Cond. & Refrigeration 

CADD 

Construction Technology 

Cosmetology 

Welding 

Learning Resources Unit 

Mathematics Division:  

Computer Science’ 

Mathematics: 

 developmental 

 for GE / non-science students 

 for majors 

 for prospective teachers 

Natural Sciences Division:  

Life Sciences 

Astronomy 

Chemistry 

Earth Sciences 

Environmental Horticulture 

Physics 

Student Services 

Admissions and Records 

CalWORKS 

Career Center 

Community Education 

Counseling 

EOPS/CARE 

Financial Aid 

First Year Experience 

Foster Care YESS 

Inglewood Center 

Matriculation and Orientation 

Outreach and School Relations 

Student Development 

Student Enhancement Program 

Supplemental Instruction 

Testing 

Transfer Center 

Congratulations everyone!!  

Thank you for your hard work!  



However, faculty ratings of the 

same students showed some 

inconsistency between the rat-

ing assigned to the student and 

the same students’ grades in 

communication courses.  The 

difference in these averages 

points to the fact that faculty 

need to be more clear about the 

standards they are applying to 

judge student work.  Students 

need more exposure to exam-

ples of work of varying quality, 

especially high quality work. In 

addition, it would be useful for 

overall communication skills.  

Thirdly, student grades in 

communication-related 

courses were averaged.   Stu-

dent’s rating of themselves 

was 4.2 on a five-point scale.   

Faculty rating of the same 

students was 3.52 on average.  

Students’ average grades in 

communication courses were 

between a B and B-.  Stu-

dents’ rating of their own com-

munication skills seemed 

somewhat consistent with 

their average course grades.  

faculty of different disciplines to 

come together to develop a com-

mon understanding of what quali-

fies as “good” student work.   

  The next core competency 

to be assessed will be the 

“Critical, Creative, and Analytical 

Thinking” competency.  The as-

sessment will include a faculty 

and student surveys and be ad-

ministered much the same way as 

the “Communication and Compre-

hension” assessment.  

 Thanks to all who partici-

pated!!  

Fall 2010 Highlights: By Division 

ECC’s First Core Competency Assessment: “Communication and Comprehension” (cont.) 

The division was also able to 

reach 100% of courses having at 

least one SLO.  

All programs in the Humani-

ties Division have met all SLO 

deadlines thus far.  The division 

plans to hit the ground running 

and complete more course-level 

assessments in Spring 2011. 

The Behavioral and Social 

Sciences Division has met all 

of its deadlines and continues to 

fine-tune its assessment proc-

esses. 

Progress made in the Mathe-

matical Sciences Division 

this semester is due to the 

amount of faculty collaboration 

in SLOs. Math faculty this se-

mester have made the SLO/

Assessment process an opportu-

nity to work together and help 

each other in any way possible. 

The Natural Sciences Divi-

sion focused its efforts this se-

mester on adding SLOs to its 

courses and programs in or-

der to make “complete sets.”  

This division is exemplary in 

its fulfillment of all SLO-

related deadlines and its con-

tinued efforts to meaningfully 

assess its SLOs. 

The Industry and Tech Di-

vision has been diligent in 

its efforts to complete assess-

ments to meet deadlines.  As 

the division with the most 

courses, 97% of its 241 

courses now have SLOs, up 

from 88% last semester. 

The Business Division has 

made great progress in fine-

tuning and finalizing its 

SLOs and moving on the as-

sessment phase.   

The programs in the Student 

Services division are cur-

rently planning their assess-

ments for the next cycle.. 

During the Fall Semester, the 

Fine Arts Division has final-

ized the wording of each depart-

ment’s program level SLOs for 

their inclusion in the next college 

catalogue and/or website.   De-

partments have also made goals 

to increase the number of assess-

ments over the current academic 

year. 

The Health Sciences and Ath-

letics faculty began the fall 2010 

semester with an excitement to 

break new ground on assessing 

student learning.  The Allied 

Health, Nursing and Special Re-

source Center faculty continued 

with course level SLO develop-

ment and assessments.  The Ath-

letics Programs reorganized into 

five smaller programs, Athletics, 

Athletic Theory, Adaptive, Fit-

ness/Wellness and Recrea-

tion.  The newly reorganized pro-

grams developed a program level 

SLO and four of the five have 

already assessed it, the reflection 

reports are currently in progress. 
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Ongoing 

Starting in Fall 2011, all course- and program-level 

SLOs need to be assessed every four years, in 

alignment with the program review cycle.  

This means that approximately 25% of all course 

SLOs should be assessed annually, in addition to pro-

gram-level SLOs.  Please submit assessment reports 

on CurricUNET by the third week of the semester 

following assessment. 

Feb. 2011  

Program-Level SLOs are published on all division 

and/or department websites and prepared for inclu-

sion in El Camino Course Catalog  

Fri., April. 8, 2011 

All courses and programs have complete sets of SLO 

Assessment Plans that are aligned with the core com-

petencies. 

Fri., May 24, 2011 

4-year SLO Assessment cycle planning grids are due. 

16007 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Torrance, CA 90506 

EL CAMINO COLLEGE 

  

SLOs by the Numbers 

Phone: 310-660-3593 

E-mail: slo@elcamino.edu 

Upcoming Deadlines to Keep in Mind 

 

Be sure to visit ECC’s SLO 

Website at  

www.elcamino.edu/academics/slo  

to download forms, find out 

about deadlines, and find some 

useful resources to help you in 

your work.  

Division Number of 

Courses with an 

SLO (% of Total 

Number of 

Courses) 

Programs with 

an SLO (% of 

Total Number 

of Programs) 

Courses Assessed 

(% of Total Num-

ber of Courses) 

Programs As-

sessed (% of Total 

Number of Pro-

grams) 

Behavioral and So-

cial Sciences 

128 (100% of 128 

courses) 

9 (100% of 9 pro-

grams) 

42 (33% of 128 

courses) 

9 (100% of 9 pro-

grams) 

Business 86 (90% of 96) 7 (100% of 7) 12 (13% of 96) 2 (29% of 7 ) 

Fine Arts 224 (100% of 224) 9 (100% of 9 ) 53 (24% of 224 

courses) 

8 (89% of 9) 

Health Sciences and 

Athletics 

190 (100% of 190) 10 (100% of 10) 78 (41% of 190) 10 (100% of 10) 

Humanities 135 (100% of 135) 6 (100% of 6) 32 (24% of 135) 6 (100% of 6) 

Industry and Tech 236 (98% of 241) 13 (87% of 15) 69 (29% of 241) 9 (60% of 15) 

Library and Learn-

ing Resources 

--- 1 (100% of 1) --- 1 (100% of 1) 

Mathematics 37 (100% of 37) 6 (100% of 6) 33 (89% of 37) 6 (100% of 6) 

Natural Sciences 81 (100% of 81) 6 (100% of 6) 41 (51% of 81) 6 (100% of 6) 

Student and Commu-

nity Advancement 

--- 19 (100% of 19) --- 19 (100% of 19 ) 

TOTAL 1117 (99% of 

1132 courses) 

86 (98% of 88 

programs) 

360 (32% of 1132 

courses) 

76 (86% of 88 pro-

grams) 


