Assessment: Course Four Column
Fall 2018

El Camino: Course SLOs (BSS) - Anthropology
ECC: ANTH 1:Introduction to Physical Anthropology
Course SLOs
SLO #2 Primate Arboreal Adaptation
- Adaptation in an in-class assignment
or objective exam question, students
will demonstrate an understanding of
primate adaptation by describing the
major anatomical characteristics of
primates associated with movement
and the senses, and indentifying how
they evolved as adaptations to
arboreal environments.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201415 (Fall 2014), 2018-19 (Fall 2018)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

01/23/2020

Assessment Method
Description
Exam/Test/Quiz - Eleven multiple
choice questions included in Exam
#3
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that an overall average
of 75% will be achieved in the
responses given by the students
Additional Information: The target
for success was not met; instead of
the expected 75%, the average
achieved by the classes was 72.5%.
Two of the questions (2 and 9) were
answered correctly by the great
majority of students (92% and
94.5%, respectively). Most of the
other questions (1, 3, 5, 6, 7, and 11
received quite adequate averages,
ranging from 82.5% to 70%). Two of
the questions, however, were
answered poorly (question 8, with
48% average, and question 10, with
46.5% average), and I would like to
address the possible factors that
could have accounted for this poor
performance. Question 8 addresses
the first general characteristic of

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
I will provide comments that address the questions whose
results were the lowest.
(a) Question 316, which was answered correctly by 65.5% of
the students, included some choices that do not correspond
to arboreal adaptation. In addition, one of the choices
indicated "A and C only." These usually lead to confusion. I
will modify the choices.
(b) Question #48 inquires about prehensile tails, a unique
arboreal adaptation of several New World monkeys. The
choices were formatted so that an association between the
parvorder Platyrrhini and the prehensile tail trait could have
been made. This is something that students need to know; I
will emphasize that association in class discussions.
(02/23/2019)
% of Success for this SLO: 75
Faculty Assessment Leader: Marianne Waters
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Rodolfo Otero
Related Documents:
ANTH 1 SLO 2 Primate Arboreal Adaptation Fall 2018 Data
Analysis.docx

Action: Change choices on
Question #16 on Exam #3.
(02/23/2019)
Action Category: SLO/PLO
Assessment Process

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15 (Fall
2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
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Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

The target for success was not met; instead of the expected
75%, the average achieved by the classes was 72.5%. Two of
the questions (2 and 9) were answered correctly by the
great majority of students (92% and 94.5%, respectively).
Most of the other questions (1, 3, 5, 6, 7, and 11 received
quite adequate averages, ranging from 82.5% to 70%). Two
of the questions, however, were answered poorly (question
8, with 48% average, and question 10, with 46.5% average),
and I would like to address the possible factors that could
have accounted for this poor performance. Question 8
addresses the first general characteristic of primates
discussed in class. I acknowledge that the way the question
is formatted could lead to confusion; however, I will keep it
as is because it tests the students' level of critical thinking. I
will, nevertheless, reinforce the discussion related to this
question. I am surprised by the result on question 10, as the
grasping big toe typical of all non-human primates is a topic
regularly addressed during lectures, and illustrated by
several images. I will reinforce this concept in future
lectures. (02/09/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Rodolfo Otero, David
Blair Gibson, Marianne Waters
Related Documents:
Assessment QuestionsSLO2.docx
Exam/Test/Quiz - Five multipleSemester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15 (Fall
choice questions on the third exam
2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
(one question on general primate
characteristics, two questions on the A high proportion of students (96%) correctly answered the
question identifying general primate traits/characteristics.
arboreal hypothesis, one question
Students performed as expected on one of the arboreal
on the specific adaptation of
suspensory-feeding, one question on hypothesis questions (72%) but significantly lower on the
other question (66%). 71% of students correctly answered
the visual sense).
Standard and Target for Success: It
the question on suspensory feeding in apes and 86%
is expected that for each question,
correctly answered the question pertaining to the primate
70% or more of students will answer visual sense.
it correctly.
Additional Information: A high
In summary, students performed as expected on four of the
proportion of students (96%)
five questions (and more specifically, they performed
corrected answered the question
significantly higher than expected on two of them). In the
primates discussed in class. I
acknowledge that the way the
question is formatted could lead to
confusion; however, I will keep it as
is because it tests the students' level
of critical thinking. I will,
nevertheless, reinforce the
discussion related to this question. I
am surprised by the result
Related Documents:
ANTH 1 SLO 2 Assessment tool.docx

01/23/2020
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Assessment Method
Description

Results

identifying general primate
traits/characteristics. Students
performed as expected on one of
the arboreal hypothesis questions
(72%) but significantly lower on the
other question (66%). 71% of
students correctly answered the
question on suspensory feeding in
apes and 86% correctly answered
the question pertaining to the
primate visual sense. In summary,
students performed as expected on
four of the five questions (and more
specifically, they performed
significantly higher than expected on
two of them).
Related Documents:
Anth 1 SLO #2 Assessment
Questions (Waters)
Exam/Test/Quiz - Method #1
Students will list the anatomical
characteristics that are common to
primates that move by brachiation
and vertical leaping after studying
skeletons in a display case in the
Anthropology Museum.
Method #2 Students will match
three forms of arboreal locomotion:
brachiation, vertical leaping, and
quadrumanus, with either a
description of associated anatomical
characteristics or a representative
primate over four questions in the
second test of the semester.
Standard and Target for Success: On
the primate anatomy Test: 75%
success measured across multiple
sections in listing the correct
characteristics.
On the second exam: 70% success
01/23/2020

Actions

future I will reword the question on the arboreal adaptation
for which only 66% of students answered correctly, to see if
results improve. (02/09/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Marianne Waters

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Primate Anatomy Exams for three sections. Three matching
questions involving arboreal modes of locomotion on the
second exam for three sections. The average rate of
success on the Primate Anatomy Exam for three sections
was 75% (Individually 2035: 76.91%, 2049 74.88%, and 2051
73.49%). On the objective exam the combined success rate
of two sections (2035, 2051) on the question on brachiation
was 82%, on arboreal quadrupedalism 74%, and on vertical
leaping 82%. For section 2049 the respective percentages
were 76%, 59% and 62%. This section's lower scores should
be regarded as unrepresentative outliers as they represent
only 29 students, compared to 75 students in the combined
group. (03/02/2019)
% of Success for this SLO: 75
Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Blair Gibson

Action: I view the results as mostly
positive, so I don't really plan to
make any changes in either
assessment. The overall results on
the second exam for my Friday
section that meets only once a
week were somewhat lower than
the results for the sections that
meet twice a week. I consider this
group to be less representative
overall of the total student
population. I will not be teaching
Friday classes in the future.
(03/02/2019)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15 (Fall
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Assessment Method
Description
rate across multiple sections in
making the correct matches.

Results

Actions

2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Primate Anatomy Quiz: This assignment was graded and
handed back without collecting data on the results.
Second Exam matching questions: Three sections were
evaluated. The success rate on the first question that
concerns brachiation: 56%. The success rate on the second
question that concerns quadrumanus locomotion: 35%. On
the third question concerned with vertical leaping: 67%. On
the fourth question by which they were supposed to
identify the sifaka as a vertical leaper: 57%.
The standard for the success was not met. This result is
disappointing in that they prepared for these questions with
a take-home quiz. One potential reason for their difficulty
with these questions was my decision to add the question
on quadrumanus locomotion to the existing questions, not
realizing that the anatomical characteristics associated with
brachiation are identical to those that describe
quadrumanus, and nearly identical to those related to
knuckle-walking - another choice. For this semester's test I
have reworded the description of brachiation to make it less
likely to be confused with knuckle-walking by identifying it
as an exclusively arboreal form of locomotion. The students
had particular difficulty in matching representative primates
with their prevailing mode of locomotion. Even though I
used the orangutan as an example in lecture, and showed a
movie featuring sifakas, they would probably do better with
animals that figure in their anatomy quiz. I will therefore
use as choices animals from their take home quiz to see if
that improves results. I should mention in concluding this
discussion that in general students have particular
difficulties with anatomy and the 70% level of success may
never be met.
(02/09/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Blair Gibson

Exam/Test/Quiz - Eight multiple
choice questions which were
included in Exam #3.
01/23/2020
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Assessment Method
Description
Standard and Target for Success:
75% of the questions will be
answered correctly by 70% of the
students.
Related Documents:
ANTH 1 SLO 2 Primate Arboreal
Adaptation Fall 2018 Assessment
Tool.docx
Exam/Test/Quiz - Five multiplechoice questions on a test (question
topics include general primate
characteristics, the arboreal
hypothesis, the suspensory-feeding
adaptation and the visual sense)
Standard and Target for Success: My
expectation was that 70% or more of
students would answer the
questions correctly.

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
The frequency of correct answers for all five questions was
close to 71%. My target was 70% so it was met. It’s worth
noting that my target – and outcomes - for my online
sections are always a bit lower than for my face-to-face
classes. The current outcomes are similar to other recent
SLO assessments so perhaps the changes I made to lecture
slides and the discussion topics I added helped students to
better understand course concepts.

Action: I believe I’ll probably see
an improvement in this SLO
assessment if I add a couple of
additional online resources on this
subject (e.g. short videos or other
images from online sources). I will
also add a bit more detail to the
lecture slides and descriptions I
include in my online modules.
(03/01/2019)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Following are the percentages of students who answered
each question correctly on the exam:
Question 1: 79%
Question 2: 71%
Question 3: 69%
Question 4: 71%
Question 5: 64%
(03/01/2019)
% of Success for this SLO: 71
Faculty Assessment Leader: Waters

01/23/2020
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ECC: ANTH 11:Anthropology of Magic, Religion, and Witchcraft
Course SLOs
SLO #3 Rites of Passage - In an inclass assignment, students will
demonstrate an understanding of a
rite of passage by defining the
process and explaining each of its
stages.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201415 (Fall 2014), 2018-19 (Fall 2018)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

Exam/Test/Quiz - Six multiple choice Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15 (Fall
questions included in the first exam 2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Standard and Target for Success: An In my case, the goals were met, as 86.5% of the students
expected average result is that 80% answered scored 4 or higher. However, I would like to point
of the students will answer, at least, out the following, which addresses the different results
4 of the six questions correctly.
obtained by Professor Mannen.: the discrepancies could be
explained by the fact that (1) her questions addressed
Related Documents:
mostly the stages in a rite of passage whereas I addressed
ANTH 11 SLO #3 Assessment
mainly the students' understanding of the concept of rite of
tool.doc
passage (not necessarily specifying the stages), and (2) she
evaluated the results of each question, whereas I evaluated
the performance of students, without considering the
results in each particular question. Basically, her assessment
tool was more rigorous than mine. Next time around, we
believe that it would be better to utilize a comparable tool
and rubric.
(02/09/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Rodolfo Otero, Angela
Mannen
Exam/Test/Quiz - 10 Questions on
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15 (Fall
the final exam: 2 True/False; 8
2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Multiple Choice
Standard and Target for Success:
In the attached document I have indicated the percentage
70% or more of the students will
of students who got each question of the 10 assessment
have answered each question.
questions correct. For example, question #1 was correctly
answered by 61% of the students tested. Out of 28
Related Documents:
F14 Anth 11 SLO 3 Assessment.docx students, 17 answered correctly. The questions dealt with
correctly defining the process of a rite of passage and
understanding each of its stages.
Three of the 10 questions were correctly answered by 93%
of the students. The topics included a definition of a rite of
passage, examples of rites of passage in American culture,
and identifying the stages of a rite of passage. This indicates
that overall the students had a good understanding of the

01/23/2020
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Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

basic definition and stages of a rite of passage and could
recognize these rituals in American culture. Three of the
questions were correctly answered by 61-79% of the
students. Finally, three of the 10 questions were answered
correctly by only 14-43%% of the students. All three of
these questions related to understanding the characteristics
of the liminality stage.
Given the data, it appears that the class successfully
understood the basic definition of rite of passage and could
correctly identify each stage. Perhaps more time could be
spent on the lecture regarding the more detailed
characteristics of each stage in order to increase the
percentage of correct responses to between 80-100% in the
next assessment.

Exam/Test/Quiz - Seven multiple
choice questions which were
included in Exam #1.
Standard and Target for Success:
75% of the questions will be
answered correctly by 70% of the
students.
Related Documents:
ANTH 11 SLO 3 Rites of Passage Fall
2018 Assessment Tool.docx

01/23/2020

In total 6 of the 10 questions were answered correctly
answered by 61-93% of the students. The other 4 questions
were answered correctly by 14-54% of the students. More
time will be spent in lecture in regards to the topics of those
questions. There is room for improvement here.
(02/09/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Angela Mannen
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Six of the seven questions were answered correctly by, at
least, 70% of the students. Of those six questions, five were
answered correctly by, at least, 82% of the students. The
performance in the remaining question was poor; I will
provide some comments on this particular question.
Question #6 was answered correctly by only 50% of the
students. It addresses a major difference between the rites
of passage experienced by men and those experienced by
women (in traditional societies, for the most part). I believe
that the question and the choices are well formulated.
Consequently, my focus will be on a further emphasis of the
topic during class discussions. (02/24/2019)
% of Success for this SLO: 82
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Action: Discuss in detail the
differences between rites of
passage as experienced by women
and those experienced by men in
traditional societies. (04/01/2019)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
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Results

Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Rodolfo Otero
Related Documents:
ANTH 11 SLO 3 RItes of Passage Fall 2018 Data Analysis.docx

01/23/2020
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ECC: ANTH 3:Introduction to Archaeology
Course SLOs
SLO #1 Radiocarbon Dating - After
completing this course, students will
gain knowledge about the
radiocarbon dating technique and its
application only to organic materials
of the last 100,000 years.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Spring 2014), 2018-19 (Fall 2018)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

Assessment Method
Description
Exam/Test/Quiz - In a multiple
choice exam, students will
demonstrate a familiarity with
different aspects of the radiocarbon
dating technique by answering
correctly questions concerned with
1) the nature of unstable isotopes, 2)
what a half-life measures, 3) an
awareness of the difference
between conventional dating and
dating by use of a linear accelerator,
and 4) an understanding of the
calibration of radiocarbon dates.
Standard and Target for Success: A
65% average for correct answers
across all four questions.
Related Documents:
Four SLO questions.docx

01/23/2020

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
I asked seven questions on the second exam related to
radiocarbon dating. The percentages of students
responding successfully to theses questions were 44%, 35%,
29%, 74%, 50%, 50%, and 62%. I attribute the low scores to
the fact that I mistimed a preparatory quiz on the subject so
that relevant questions were not included, and I had not
implemented my worksheet idea. (03/02/2019)
% of Success for this SLO: 49
Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Blair Gibson
Related Documents:
Radiocarbon Dating Worksheet.docx

Action: I will give the students a
radiocarbon worksheet this
semester to complete before the
exam. (03/02/2019)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
Follow-Up: I have formulated a
take-home worksheet on the
topic of radiocarbon dating,
which I will substitute for the
scheduled dating quiz.
(03/05/2019)

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2013-14
(Spring 2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
In the previous assessment in 2012, the mean achievement
frequency had risen 2% to 49.9%. This time around the
success rate was 52.5%, a gain of 2.6%. Clearly the
radiocarbon quiz helped, and I am closer to meeting the
assessment goal. (05/04/2014)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Blair Gibson

Action: I think now that a
radiocarbon worksheet is in order
as the physics behind the
production of radiocarbon
isotopes continues to be poorly
understood, as is the results from
the calibration of raw radiocarbon
dates. The students will be asked
to make diagrams of atoms, derive
a date using the radiocarbon
decay curve, and then calibrate
dates using an online program.
(05/04/2014)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
Follow-Up: I had forgotten that I
proposed this follow-up. I will
implement it this semester
(Spring 2019). (03/02/2019)

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2012-13 (Fall
2012)

Action: Since the first assessment I
had been giving the students an
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Results

Actions

Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
5.
Assessment Data: Provide the assessment data.

informal quiz on dating techniques
to better prepare them for this
subject. I had modified this quiz
last semester, so I must have
administered, but it only contains
three question specifically dealing
with radiocarbon dating. Since the
radiocarbon dating technique lays
in the realm of physics and is
therefore challenging for students
to grasp, I must systematically
assess students most extensively
and specifically with concerned
solely with the technique. I have
therefore changed my syllabus this
semester to include a quiz
specifically concerned with
radiocarbon dating. I will go over
and discuss the questions in class
subsequent to grading the quiz to
ensure that the student’s level of
comprehension of this technique
is elevated. (05/04/2014)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Question #30:
Question #31:
Question #32:
Question #37:

35.9% Answered this question correctly.
45% Answered this question correctly.
87% Answered this question correctly.
31.6 Answered this question correctly.

Class average over the four questions: 49.9%
What were the most important findings from the data?
I had previously assessed this SLO in 2009. Since that
assessment the mean of the success rate for answering
these four questions has risen 2%. This is still far below the
hoped for success rate of 65%. It is disappointing that on
three out of the four questions the success rate was below
40%. The most important finding from the data is that the
students lack a clear understanding of the details of the
radiocarbon dating technique. (12/04/2012)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Blair Gibson

01/23/2020
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