
Assessment: Assessment Unit Four Column
Spring/Summer 2019

El Camino: PLOs (FA) - Art

PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

PLO Status: Active
Standard and Rubric: It is expected
that average student performance
will be at 70% success for each
question.

Action: We need to change the
assessment approach. As stated
above, we will focus our next PLO
on a subset of the program
students, painting/drawing for
example, to get more specific
information. (05/01/2018)
Action Category: SLO/PLO
Assessment Process
Action: Re-issue the common
vocabulary list among all art
faculty so be consistent in helping
students understand the basic art
terminology.  Also need to
reiterate the minimum standards
for our basic skills classes (in the
objectives already, but needs to
be re-communicated to all
faculty).  (09/01/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester of Current Assessment: 2014-15 (Spring 2015)
Standard Met: Standard Not Met
Two sets of data were gathered in relation to student
knowledge of form, medium, style, and content. One set of
questions was related to a drawing (2-d area), the other
was in reference to a ceramic sculpture (3-d area). Some
changes were made from the last time this was conducted
in attempt to get better data, dependent on fewer
variables, such as: making this a multiple choice assessment
instead of fill-in because writing skills had been so poor in
the past and we felt we ended up assessing their writing
skills more than their ability to make accurate observations
of form, and narrowing down the choices of artworks
students could respond to (2 instead of 10).

Even with these changes made, we still felt that there were
too many variables that could have impacted the
consistency of the data.
A summary of the results is as follows:
2-D work of art
1. Question on media used. 88% correct,  + 8% for
majors
2. Question on style. 55% correct,  +8% for majors
3. Question on content. 73% correct, -7% for majors
4. Question on color. 69% correct, +5% for majors
5. Question on line quality. 54% correct, +11% for
majors
6. Question on balance. 47% correct, +7% for majors
7. Question on space. 20% correct, -5% for majors

Exam/Test/Quiz - Students were
given a choice of two artworks in the
gallery about which they answered a
set of questions on form, style,
medium, and content.

PLO Assessment Cycle: 2014-15
(Spring 2015), 2018-19 (Spring 2019)

PLO #2 Critiquing Form and Content -
Upon completion of the art program,
students will demonstrate the ability
to comprehend, identify, analyze, and
critique art works in terms of form,
medium, style, and content.
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Overall Avg=58%
Average for Majors= 60%

Overall the understanding of medium, content, color, and
line in 2-d art were stronger areas. The 54% correct score
on line quality may well have been confused by the fact that
students could give multiple correct answers. All of the
possible correct choices were answered with the highest
frequency, but we don’t know how many students may
have mistakenly thought you could answer only one.
Two questions that were answered incorrectly the most
were the ones on space and symmetrical versus
asymmetrical balance. The answers on these questions
were split with no answer in a clear majority.  This suggests
to us a kind of confusion with these terms. Furthermore,
these were the more straight-forward questions so we can’t
excuse their incorrect answers by stating they were
confused.  These were questions with only one correct
answer. The only exception to that is the question on space,
where many indicated that they observed atmospheric
perspective in the drawing.  One could argue that a
nuanced and subtle use of this kind of perspective was used
even though that was not the answer we were looking for.
3-D work of art
1. Question on media used. 48% correct, +4% for
majors
2. Question on style. 84% correct, +2% for majors
3. Question on content. 89% correct, -1% for majors
4. Question on balance. 57% correct, +6% for majors
5. Question on shape/volume. 83% correct, -13% for
majors
6. Question on unity. 66% correct, +8% for majors
7. Question on texture. 55% correct, +10% for
majors
Avg=69%
Average for Majors= 70%

The scores related to the ceramic sculpture were a little
better. We saw the same mistake regarding symmetry and
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Karen Whitney, Harrison
Storms
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: All

asymmetry here, although with a little improvement.  Some
mistakes here could also be attributed to the “more than
one correct answer” format which we will not do in the
future.  The scores on unity may have been affected by the
inclusion of color theory in the question (Are the analogous
colors present that contribute to unity?); we believe that it
is likely that color theory is taught with more emphasis in 2-
d classes rather than 3-d, but we will investigate our
assumptions.

Performance by our art majors was not substantially better.
Performance on individual questions was often between 2
and 13% higher than non-majors, however, questions
addressing volume and space were significantly lower than
non-majors. We believe these particular questions were not
confusing, therefore, spacial issues are still a major topic
upon which we could improve.

Overall the standard was not met.

Going forward we will make some changes to this
assessment method.
1. We believe students take embedded assessments more
seriously and will have the assessment administered in
class.
2. This will also help control our group – we don’t know how
many students  had even successfully passed a single art
class.
3. We will focus on media specific assessment next time
instead of trying to cover all aspects of the art department.
Assessments that are specific to drawing and painting
majors, for example, we know will be taken by drawing and
painting majors, thus giving us more authentic results.
4. We will also simplify the answer system to avoid
confusion and avoid the possibility of students leaving
answers blank.
 (09/29/2015)
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Courses Associated with PLO Assessment: All
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Assessment: Assessment Unit Four Column
Spring/Summer 2019

El Camino: PLOs (FA) - Dance

PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

PLO Status: Active

Standard and Rubric: 90% of the
students should have a complete
understanding of this statement.
80% of the students should have a
proficient understanding of this
statement, 70% of the students
should have a basic level
understanding of this statement and
60% of the students should have an
inability to understand this
statement.

Faculty Assessment Leader: Daniel Berney
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Imara Quionez
Courses Associated with PLO Assessment: Dance 164,
Dance 165, Dance 265

Action: The return to offering of
these courses on a regular basis
each fall and spring semester in
order to build a base for the
reinforcement of these classes
and this important segment of the
dance curriculum.   (06/30/2016)

Follow-Up: The recommendation
by the dance faculty (full time and
adjunct) that all the courses
offered in this PLO be offered
each semester.  (06/30/2017)

Action Category: Program/College
Support

Semester of Current Assessment: 2014-15 (Spring 2015)
Standard Met: Standard Not Met
Unfortunately Dance 164 was not offered this semester and
the inconsistency of the fine arts division in "alternating"
Dance 164 (World Dance) one semester with Dance
165/265 (African Dance) the other semester has resulted in
a "death knoll" for this part of the dance program. There are
many extenuating circumstances such as the loss of
repeatability which are complicating this dilemma which
may not be resolved at any time in the near future. A
possible "re-writing" of these classes at a lower unit value
and offered for only a portion of the semester may be one
possible solution. As a result of the aforementioned the re-
enforcement of the knowledge needed to attain target
rubrics in these courses may no longer be realistic.
 (02/01/2016)

Action: Restore dance department
FTES in the world dance and social
dance schedule of class offerings
in order to re-invigorate student
interest and enrollment.
Additionally create support for
curriculum development of
courses in these

Semester of Current Assessment: 2015-16 (Fall 2015)
Standard Met: Standard Not Met
Although students in the beginning level of African Dance,
Dance 165 showed a mastery of the assessment statement
regarding this PLO statement, the Intermediate African
Dance, Dance 265 level students were divided 50% between
a complete understanding of this SLO assessment
statement and a proficient understanding of this
assessment statement. Additionally there was not a section

Performance - Students were given
historical context of the dance styles
of various cultures and developed
vocabulary and technical skills in
order to present these dance styles
in a culminating semester ending
dance performance.PLO Assessment Cycle: 2014-15

(Spring 2015), 2015-16 (Fall 2015),
2018-19 (Spring 2019)

PLO #3 Culture, Skill and Vocabulary
- Students will possess knowledge of
various cultures, technical skills and
vocabulary that are germane to the
dance styles.

Input Date: 10/04/2013
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Daniel Berney
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Imara Quionez
Courses Associated with PLO Assessment: Dnace 164,
Dance 165, Dance 265

dance styles with creative
measures such as half unit and
eight week shorter semester
length offerings.  (06/30/2016)

Follow-Up: Take measures in
implementing the aforementioned
action changes in order to better
support PL0 #s 3 and 4 which,
unlike the theatrical dance styles,
have a unique and yet important
place in the dance department
curriculum and CSLO/PLO
assessment process.
(06/30/2017)

Action Category: Program/College
Support

of World Dance, Dance 164 offered and therefore assessed
this past semester due to the Fine Arts Division policy of
"alternating' these courses each semester (against the
recommendation of the full and part time dance
department faculty. Thus the pool of students participating
in this PLO assessment process was seriously compromised.
(02/01/2016)

Standard and Rubric: 90% of the
students should have a complete
understanding of this statement.
80% of the students should have a
proficient understanding of this
statement, 70% of the students
should have a basic level
understanding of this statement and
60% of the students should have an
inability to understand this
statement.

Faculty Assessment Leader: Daniel Berney
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Karin Jensen
Courses Associated with PLO Assessment: DANC 164,
DANC 165, DANC 265

Action: Below are student
comments regartding the
proposing of an Intermedate level
(DANC 267) for Ballroom Dance
which was the subject of this PLO
assessment.
We need, for this very broad
subject, other levels of the class.
Our teacher, Ms. Karin Jensen is
excellent, imparts information and
model dancing about appropriate
cultures/ethnicities as a wealth of
information. What a background
she has. We need more of her!
WE NEED OTHER LEVELS OF THIS
CLASS. IF MORE PEOPLE
UNDERSTAND THERE WILL BE
ENOUGH COURSE WORK OFFERED
FOR OUR INTEREST, MORE
PEOPLE WILL SIGN UP. These
(many older) world dances
integrated into bellydances are
treasures passed for hundreds of

Semester of Current Assessment: 2018-19 (Spring 2019)
Standard Met: Standard Met
67% of the students responded to this PLO assessment
statement with a complete understanding, 33% responded
with at least a proficient understanding with 0% having at
least a basic understadning or an inability to understand
this PLO assessment statement. This is exceptional given the
single tiering of this dance style and still encourages the
argument for an Intermediate level ballroom class (DANC
267). The African dance classes (DANC 165/DANC 265) were
not measured this semster as they are now only being
offered every other semester. (09/06/2019)

Additional Comments: If there were
different levels or classes for
different styles of belly dance
offered I would be able to learn

Presentation/Skill Demonstration -
Students were given historical
context of the dance styles of
various cultures and developed
vocabulary and technical skills in
order to present these dance styles
in a culminating semester ending
dance performance.
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

years, maybe 1000s. Our teachers
are our link to this amazing
history.....

I would love to have more levels
for this class. I feel I could learn
more if this class offered more
often and with different levels for
students who are ready to move
past beginning world dance.

Want different more of this style
of dance. Maybe a intermediate
level  (06/30/2020)
Action Category: Curriculum
Changes

more.

More levels of the course. Just a
beginner class is not enough.

Complete understanding requires
more frequency of class time. Having
different levels would benefit me as
a student. I am not a beginner or a
professional dancer. I am the dancer
in between these levels. Being in
between is not easy it is challenging.
By not offering the class more often,
or each semester, it keeps me from
advancing to a professional level
that requires more practice
especially at school where the actual
dancing is happening. Not everyone
has a space to dance in after class
hours. More frequency would allow
more retention of the material
covered and a better performance. It
would help if you had dance rooms
to practice in like music has music
rooms for practice.

Promote this class in a better
approach, so more students will like
the class

My understanding would be
improved significantly if there were
multiple levels of the course. There
is too vast of a knowledge base of
Belly Dance for it to all be learned in
one course that takes place only
twice a week for 1 hour and twenty-
five minutes each. It would be
beneficial if the classes were longer
than an hour and twenty-five
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Related Documents:
PLO Assessment Results Spring
2019.pdf

minutes and held more often than
two days a week. In order to
improve as a dancer repetition and
practice is essential and it is difficult
to accomplish these goals when
given only a single level of a course.
Having multiple levels that occur
more often and for a longer period
of time would not only allow for
learning new skills but also for
practicing and improving those
learned previously.
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Assessment: Assessment Unit Four Column
Spring/Summer 2019

El Camino: PLOs (FA) - Photography

PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

PLO Status: Active

Standard and Rubric: The advanced
students and alumni will produce
black and white and color
photographic prints for exhibition
that utilize accurately constructed
lighting designs and natural,
available lighting.  It is expected that
90% of the students and alumni will
score 90% or above on this PLO
assessment.

1. Proper placement of main light, fill
light, hair/accent light, background
light for classical lighting designs and

Faculty Assessment Leader: Darilyn Rowan
Courses Associated with PLO Assessment: Photography
101, Photography 102, Photography 202, Photography 203,
Photography 204, Photography 254, Photography 257

Action: The Photography
Department Spring 2020 student
and alumni photography
exhibition is scheduled for March
and April 2020 in the El Camino
College library. The theme is
"Bodies in Motion" and is inspired
by the 1969 moon landing. The
students and alumni will work
with lighting and exposure
techniques for night sky
photography, along with classical
lighting designs and the use of
natural, available lighting in
portraiture and figure students
included in the theme of the
exhibition.  (07/30/2020)
Action Category: Program/College
Support

Semester of Current Assessment: 2018-19 (Spring 2019)
Standard Met: Standard Met
The Photography Department organizes, curates, and
installs an exhibition of student and alumni photography
each spring in the El Camino College library. The 2019
exhibition was on display during March and April 2019.
Forty six black and white and color, film and digital
photographs were included in the exhibition. The theme of
the exhibition was "Beauty and Time".  The students utilized
both artificial studio lighting and natural, available lighting
techniques for a wide range of subject matter that included
landscapes, still life, and portraiture (formal and informal).
Photographic portraits included a skillful and accurate use
of classical studio lighting designs, including the proper
placement of the main light, fill light, accent light, and
background light.  Students and alumni explored the use of
high and low key lighting designs in natural, available
lighting and artificial studio lighting. Beginning and
intermediate level students worked with the four qualities
of natural, available lighting: Direct, Diffused, Silhouette,
and Direct-Diffused as an expressive tool and element of
composition. The resulting 46 photographs demonstrated
and illustrated a high degree of knowledge regarding the
use of classical lighting designs, and natural, available
lighting.  (07/30/2019)

Portfolio - Advanced students and
alumni of the program will produce
and exhibit black and white and
color photographs that visualize and
utilize lighting designs and the four
qualities of natural, available
lighting.  The photographs will
include examples of accurately
constructed lighting designs, as
taught in the advanced courses, and
the expressive and communicative
use of natural, available light. The
students and invited alumni will
exhibit the images in an online
exhibition or in a local gallery.

PLO Assessment Cycle: 2015-16 (Fall
2015), 2018-19 (Spring 2019)

PLO #2 Lighting Designs - Upon
successful completion of coursework
to complete an A.S. degree, a
program certificate, or to transfer,
students in the Photography
Department should be able to
appropriately visualize and accurately
construct lighting designs utilizing
artificial studio lighting and natural,
available light in film and digital
photographs.
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

variations.
2. Proper placement of led lights to
illuminate a subject.
3. The accurate utilization of Direct,
Diffused, Silhouette, and Direct-
Diffused natural, available lighting as
a communicative and expressive
tool.
4.  High and Low key lighting
placement and proper exposure.

Faculty Assessment Leader: Professor Darilyn Rowan
Courses Associated with PLO Assessment: Photo 102,
Photo 202, Photo 203, Photo 223a, Photo 223b

Action: The full-time Photography
professor will continue to
advocate for a dedicated lighting
studio for the Photography
Department. (02/05/2016)
Action Category: Program/College
Support

Semester of Current Assessment: 2015-16 (Fall 2015)
Standard Met: Standard Met
Advanced photography students and photography alumni
appropriately visualized and accurately constructed lighting
designs, utilizing studio lighting and natural, available
lighting, to create and produce approximately 40
photographs for an exhibition in Old Town Torrance at the
Gallery Exposure.  The subject matter included portraits,
self-portraits, street documentary photography, still life,
urban landscape, and dance photography.  The exhibition
was on display from December 12, 2015 through January
31, 2016.  The length of the exhibition was extended by two
weeks due to the success of the exhibition and the response
of the viewing public and students.  The photographs
created by the accurate use of studio lighting to create
various lighting designs had a 100% performance on this
PLO assessment.  Studio lighting and led lights, along with
flash, was effectively used to create lighting designs that
function as both a design element and communicative tool
in the resulting photographs.  The photographs created by
the effective use of Direct, Diffused, Silhouette, and Direct-
Diffused natural, available light had a 100% performance on
this PLO assessment.  The students and alumni expressed
great enthusiasm and interest in the entire experience of
producing the photographs for exhibition.  The successful
construction and visualization of the lighting designs in the
photographs reflects the ongoing instruction regarding
lighting and photography in the beginning through
advanced classes in the El Camino College Photography
Department.  Student interest in additional lighting
instruction illustrates the need for a dedicated lighting
studio for the Photography Department. (02/05/2016)
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