
El Camino: Course SLOs (BSS) - History

Fall 2018
Assessment: Course Four Column

ECC: HIST 112:History of the Chicano in the United States

Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

SLO #1 Developing and Arguing a
Persuasive Historical Thesis - Upon
completion of History of the Chicano
in the United States, students will be
able to develop and persuasively
argue a historical thesis in a written
assignment that identifies and
explains major social, economic,
political and/or cultural historical
themes or patterns in Chicano history
and apply appropriate historical
methods to analyze and use primary
and/or secondary sources as evidence
to support the thesis.

Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 2013-
14 (Spring 2014), 2018-19 (Fall 2018)

Course SLO Status: Active

Input Date: 12/12/2013

% of Success for this SLO: 85
Faculty Assessment Leader: Xocoyotzin Herrera
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Xocoyotzin Herrera

Action: In order to address
students who do not turn in a
writing assignment due to the
fear of writing and poor writing
skills, I  plan to further direct them
to the proper channels in the
campus writing lab and emphasize
elements of writing in the
classroom even more so.
(02/28/2019)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Out of 49 students enrolled in this class, 34 students
completed this assignment. 19 out these 34 students (55%
of students) earned perfect scores of 25/25 (100%), 17% of
those 34 students (6 students) earned a score 0f 23/25
(90%),  11% of the 34 students (4 students)  earned a score
of 20/25 (85%), and 14% of the 34 students (5 students)
earned a score of 16/25 (60%). 15 students out of the 49
students enrolled in class (30%) did not turn in the
assignment. (02/27/2019)

Action: It is apparent that overall,
students in History 112
demonstrate a greater grasp of
course historical content and an
understanding of subject-related
primary and source documents
than adequate writing skills.  The
course content covered in History
112 is vast and sometimes makes
it difficult to cover essay writing
principles extensively.  I do,

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2013-14
(Spring 2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
51 students were assessed in History 112 during the Fall of
2014 using a take-home essay examination question and
the standards rubric. Below are the average class results:

Thesis Introduction = 3.88
Sources/Evidence = 4.43
Analysis/Organization = 3.96
Historical/Content =  4.09

Essay/Written Assignment -
Midterm Essay Examination
Instructions

Instructions: Your midterm
examination will require that you
write an analytical essay that
answers the question below with
specific, concrete historical data
drawn from class readings, lecture
notes and primary sources.

Question: Why do you feel there
were both American proponents and
opponents of the Mexican-American
War? Be sure to provide an
explanation of the positions of
American politicians such as James
K. Polk, Abraham Lincoln and John C.
Calhoun among others on this war in
your answer. Along with making
reference to the assigned course
readings and course lecture notes,
be sure to incorporate the primary
sources provided below in in the
body of your answer.
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Xocoyotzin Herrera

however, provide hand-outs for
students with tips for writing, and
I take some time to explain them
prior to assigning essay exams. I
also emphasize the importance of
reading and adhering to the
grading rubric provided in order to
generate greater concern for
proper elements of writing. Still,
certain students continue to find
completing essay assignments
problematic. While I feel  the
writing instruction I provide my
classes with  is, in fact, effective,
making it a requirement for  those
who experience the most trouble
in this respect  to consult an on-
campus writing tutor  could be
substantially beneficial and help
boost the  average in this area.
Next semester I will explore
coordinating with the El Camino
College Writing Center to perhaps
have them not only give a
presentation in my class, but also
to potentially coordinate with
them to ensure that my students
receive additional writing support
that is tailored to my assignments.
(02/08/2016)

Follow-Up:  I previously proposed
to focus a lot more on elements
of writing to ensure a higher
success rate in my History 112
course. 34 /49 students
completed the essay assignment
for this current assessment, and
out of these 34 students, 85% (29

Action Category:
Program/College Support

Writing Conventions = 3.82

The data suggests that students are having some difficulty
with writing fundamentals when answering the assigned
take-home essay question. When reviewing previous
assessments, this appears to be a reoccurring issue students
are facing. Essay analysis and organization as well as thesis
development and adherence to proper writing conventions
received the lowest scores. This pattern of difficulty may be
attributed to students’ poor writing skills due to lack of
instruction and writing practice. Another possibility is that
students have not been adequately trained in pre-college
level history courses to write using the methods that are of
expected application in college level history courses. The
scores for historical content reference and source and
evidence citing, however, were somewhat higher. I believe
that the nature of the essay assigned, which included direct
access to a number of primary source documents,
facilitated this process for many students.  Higher scores in
these areas in Fall 2012 were also noticeable and were
similarly due to easy access and breakdown of primary
source documents. (02/08/2015)

Opponents of the Mexican-American
War

"This war is waged against an
unoffending people, without just or
adequate cause, for the purposes of
conquest; with the design to extend
slavery; in violation of the
Constitution, against the dictates of
justice, of humanity, the sentiments
of age in which we live,  and the
precepts of the religion we profess. I
will lend it no aid, no support
whatsoever. I will not bathe my
hands in the blood of Mexico, nor
will I participate in the guilt of those
murders which have been and which
will hereafter be committed by our
army there.  For these reasons, I
shall vote against the bill under
consideration and others calculated
to support this war"

Congressman Joshua Giddings ,
Debate on the Mexican-American
War, House of Representatives,
Washington D.C., May 13, 1846

Abraham Lincoln’s view on James K.
Polk and Mexican Territory

On January 12, 1848 Abraham
Lincoln, a Whig congressman from
Illinois, gave a speech questioning
the Mexican-American war that he
believed was “unnecessarily and
unconstitutionally commenced.” A
month earlier Lincoln, as a freshman
member of the House of
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

students ) earned a score of 85%
or higher (20/25 points and
higher). However as a more
general figure, there were 49
students total enrolled in the
course, and 15 did not complete
the assignment bringing the
overall success rate to 59%.

I had previously expected for the
success rate to be 60%, and I
stressed the importance of
directing students to the proper
channels for help in the campus
writing lab. Many students took
advantage of this and scored very
high (85% and above). However,
15 students did not do the
assignment, and this had to do
primarily with deficient skills and
the fear of writing itself. More
direction and strategies will to be
implemented to target those
students in this situation.
(02/28/2019)

Representatives, introduced the
“Spot Resolutions” that asked
President Polk to submit evidence
that the initial cause and the first
battle of the war was indeed fought
on American territory. In his speech
Lincoln presented the President’s
evidence and proceeded to analyze
it.  His speech primarily focused on
six of his original resolutions dealing
with whether the causalities
occurred under the territory of the
government of Texas or the United
States.  In Lincoln’s opinion, “there is
not one word in all the President has
said which would either admit or
deny the declaration.” After
analyzing every piece of evidence
President Polk was willing to submit,
Lincoln calls on him again to
“answer, fully, fairly, and candidly.”
Lincoln wanted the President to
“answer with facts and not with
arguments.” On January 3rd, the
House of Representatives, controlled
by the Whig party, passed an
amendment faulting the President
for beginning a war that was
unnecessary. Lincoln having voted
for this legislation stated to the
President that if he proved that
blood was indeed shed on United
States soil he would happily reverse
his vote. Despite Lincoln’s
willingness to change his vote, he
still believed that President Polk was
not “satisfied with his own
positions.”  Lincoln also stated that
“his mind is tasked beyond its
power” and Polk who believed the
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Standard and Target for Success:
Standards Rubric

5= Above Standards
4 = Meets Standards
3 = Approaching Standards
1-2 = Needs Improvement
0 = Fail

Based on a rubric it is expected that
60% of students will score 4 or
above on this SLO.

war would only last three to four
months, cannot show his people a
light at the end of the tunnel.

"This war is nondescript . . . . We
charge the President with usurping
the war-making power . . . with
seizing a country . . . which had been
for centuries, and was then in the
possession of the Mexicans.... Let us
put a check upon this lust of
dominion. We had territory enough,
Heaven knew. . . " Whig Party leader
Robert Toombs of Georgia

“We have never dreamt of
incorporating into our Union any but
the Caucasian race—the free white
race. To incorporate Mexico, would
be the very first instance of the kind,
of incorporating an Indian race; for
more than half of the Mexicans are
Indians, and the other is composed
chiefly of mixed tribes. I protest
against such a union as that! Ours,
sir, is the Government of a white
race . . . .” Senator John C. Calhoun,
1848.
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Description Results Actions

Related Documents:
rubric.pdf

01/23/2020 Page 5 of 9Generated by Nuventive Improve

https://elcamino.tracdat.com:443/tracdat/viewDocument?y=oUqlk6g6kLQP


ECC: HIST 122:United States Social History: Cultural Pluralism in America

Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

SLO #1 Developing and Arguing a
Persuasive Historical Thesis - Upon
completion of United States Social
History: Cultural Pluralism in America,
students will be able to develop and
persuasively argue a historical thesis
in a written assignment that identifies
and explains major social, economic,
political and/or cultural historical
themes or patterns in the history of
ethnic and racial minorities in the
United States and apply appropriate
historical methods to analyze and use
primary and/or secondary sources as
evidence to support the thesis.

Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 2013-
14 (Spring 2014), 2018-19 (Fall 2018)

Course SLO Status: Active

Input Date: 12/12/2013

Standard and Target for Success:
Based on Rubric it is expected that
60% of students will score 3 or
above on this SLO.

Action: There are several actions,
or interventions, that can be
adopted to re-enforce to students
the relevance and necessity of
source incorporation into in-class
essay examinations. One is to
dedicate more class time to
connecting the sources to the
concepts that are being covered
and to follow-up this instruction
with in-class paragraph writing
that re-enforces the use of source
content. Practicing this several
times before the midterm essay
examination will help prepare
students fulfill the assessment's
requirements.

In order to help students make
connections between sources and
concepts, I am going to explore
the possibility of infusing mind
maps into the course. Mind maps
will give students a visual
representation of how the sources
connect to major concepts and
subordinate concepts covered in
the course's topics.  (12/09/2015)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2013-14
(Spring 2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Course SLO Rubric

Thesis: Thesis fully, clearly and accurately explains the
central argument and is presented early in the written
assignment.

Organization and Argumentation: Introduction explains the
pertinent historical context and states the thesis.
Paragraphs are organized in a logical way that supports the
thesis, either chronologically or topically. Each paragraph
fully discusses one main idea (stated in the topic sentence)
that helps argue the thesis.

Historical Content: All appropriate historical time periods
and topics are thoroughly and accurately incorporated into
the thesis and the argument throughout the written
assignment.

Sources and Evidence: The student makes effective and
accurate use of appropriate and well-selected (when
applicable) primary and/or secondary sources in order to
prove the thesis and central arguments.

4 = Excellent
3 = Good
2 = Satisfactory
1 = Less than Satisfactory

Rubric Results

Thesis =  3.32
Organization and Argumentation = 3.06
Historical Content = 3.02
Sources and Evidence = 2.98

Essay/Written Assignment -
Midterm Examination:

Please read the question below
carefully.  the question in a single
essay format using supporting
evidence from the course content.
Your answer must have an
introduction, body and conclusion.
Make sure that you apply
appropriate historical methods to
analyze question content and use
course primary and/or secondary
sources as evidence to support the
thesis. Make sure you follow the
essay format provided in last week’s
prompt essay.

This course surveys the role and
contributions of ethnic groups and
racial minorities to United States
history. Emphasis is placed on these
groups' cultural interaction with the
American way of life from colonial
times to the present.  In your in-class
persuasive essay please identify and
explain what you believe are some
of the major social, economic,
political and/or cultural historical
themes or patterns in the history of
ethnic and racial minorities that
have impacted the colonial period in
United States history.
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Jose Arrieta

The results of the assessment reveal that overall the
students enrolled in History 122 had achieved an expected
level of proficiency in completing the most of requisites of
midterm examination with an average of 3.26. However,
when this average is broken down it becomes clear that the
one area that students experienced some challenges was in
the incorporation of sources and evidence into the body of
their essays. There are several factors that may be
contributing to this. The most obvious is related to their
high school preparation. I have found from conversations
with students that historical thinking and historical
knowledge construction are formally instructed at all the
local high schools where most of the focus is on content.
This content-based training can create epistemological and
and procedural challenges for students when asked to
reconstruct the past in a written in-class essay. In this case,
it was being able to incorporate course sources into their
work. Another factor may be just simply a lack of practice
source analysis and inclusion into assessments that have
time constraints attached to them. In other words, a lack of
practice or experience dealing with in-class essay
examinations that require the citation of supporting
evidence taken from primary and secondary sources.
(02/09/2015)

Action: The instruction methods
seem effective, but I will continue
to refine thesis statement practice
exercises and the “How to Write a
Thesis Statement” handout
provided on Canvas. The weakest
component of students’ thesis
statements is the incorporation of
the idea of “racial formations” and
an effective summary of student
research. I plan to provide more
instruction about how students
can bring these elements to bear

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Student assignments were assessed using a rubric that
focuses on five key areas:

1. Thesis
2. Organization & Argumentation
3. Historical Content
4. Sources and Evidence
5. Style and Grammar

Standards for Excellence:

Essay/Written Assignment -
Students develop and argue a
historical thesis statement as a
component of their 8-10 page
Research Papers that utilize oral
history interviews, course material,
and additional research primary and
secondary sources to contextualize
their family stories in the history of
race and ethnicity in America. The
paper prompt asks students to
answer the following questions in
their thesis:
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 75% of students will
score an 85% or higher on this SLO.

in their thesis statements. I will
also focus on developing in-class
activities to help raise students
scores on Organization &
Argumentation and Sources &
Evidence. (02/27/2019)

Follow-Up: I have taken over
assessment for this SLO. Though
the former instructor used a
midterm assignment rather than
a final essay to assess the thesis
statement, both essay prompts
addressed broad synthetic
questions. There should be a
degree of consistency despite the
use of a significantly different
assignment. I will be able to
better assess the quality of the
assessment tool after the next
SLO cycle. --Orion Teal
(02/27/2019)

Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Thesis:  Thesis fully, clearly and accurately answers all parts
of the question and is presented early in the written
assignment or oral presentation.

Organization and Argumentation:  Introduction explains the
pertinent historical context and states the thesis.  Written
paragraphs or oral discussion are organized in a logical way
that supports the thesis, either chronologically or topically.
Each paragraph fully discusses one main idea (stated in the
topic sentence) that helps argue the thesis.

Historical Content:  All appropriate historical time periods
and topics are thoroughly and accurately incorporated into
the thesis and the argument throughout the paper or oral
presentation.

Sources and Evidence: The student makes effective and
accurate use of appropriate and well-selected (when
applicable) primary and/or secondary sources in order to
prove the thesis and central arguments.

Style and Grammar:  The ideas are clearly explained in
concise written or spoken communication with rare
grammatical or spelling errors.

Student assignments are assessed following scale:

Scale (based on A-F grade scale):

90-100% Excellent
80-90% = Good
70-80% = Satisfactory
60-70% = Less than Satisfactory
60-0% = Fail

Results : Assessed assignments averaged the following
scores in each of the five key competency areas:

1. Thesis:    88.15%

How have ethnic and racial
formations in American society
impacted your family? Does your
individual family story support or
contradict scholarly arguments
about the history of race and
ethnicity in America that we’ve
discussed in class or that you’ve
encountered in your research?

The thesis statement is assessed
based on the strength and
organization of the argument, the
persuasiveness of the evidence, and
the degree of engagement with the
concept of racial formations, which
is a core theory examined at multiple
points throughout the class.

01/23/2020 Page 8 of 9Generated by Nuventive Improve



Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

% of Success for this SLO: 85.87
Faculty Assessment Leader: Orion Teal
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Orion Teal
Related Documents:
FA18_HIST122_2417_SLOs_ResearchPaper_PromptRubric.p
df

2. Organization & Argumentation: 84.56%
3. Historical Content: 85.10%
4. Sources and Evidence: 84.50%
5. Style and Grammar: 87.05%

Total 85.87% of Success for this SLO

Students did very well on this assignment, which is likely a
result of the practice we conducted in class and the
feedback that they received on a draft thesis, introduction,
and sources on an earlier "research prospectus"
assignment. Based on this success, I will continue using
scaffolded assignments. (02/27/2019)
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