Assessment: Course Four Column
Fall 2018

El Camino: Course SLOs (BSS) - Philosophy
ECC: PHIL 105:Critical Thinking and Discourse
Course SLOs
SLO #1 Errors in Reasoning Students will be able to recognize and
evaluate both errors in reasoning,
including the primary fallacies, and
linguistic techniques used in
statements and arguments.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201516 (Fall 2015), 2018-19 (Fall 2018)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

01/23/2020

Assessment Method
Description
Exam/Test/Quiz - Near the
beginning of the semester and then
near the end, students are given a
quiz consisting in 10 short answer
questions, in which students identify
the main informal fallacy in a piece
of text. The questions cover a
representative sampling of common
informal fallacies
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 80% of students will
score 75% or above on this SLO.

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
The following questions and suggested answers were as
follows:

Action: The students did a good
job noticing fallacies and analyzing
the situations. Although I feel that
I emphasized linguistic techniques,
it is clear that even more emphasis
is needed on effective and
ineffective linquistic techniques.
(01/17/2020)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

(5 points) On March 28, 2012 the Los Angeles Times ran an
article titled: “Green Coffee offers promise for weight loss.”
The study was done by a University of Scranton chemist
who tested 16 overweight young adults. Subjects did not
change their normal diet, and the more coffee extract they
consumed the more weight they lost. In fact, subjects lost
an average of 17.5 pounds in 22 weeks and reduced their
overall body weight by 10.5%. The study was done in India
and paid for by a company who makes green coffee bean
extract. Coffee beans contain about 250 different
chemicals.
Based on this study, would you recommend that
overweight people take green coffee bean extracts? Why or
why not? Evaluate and Analyze.
Suggested Answer: 1. Hasty Generalization due to too small
of a sample size. 2. Biased Statistic (improper diversity)
because an Indian diet is likely very different than an
American diet. 3. Biased Statistic because the sample size
only included young adults so the results might not apply to
older people. 4. Long-term side effects cannot yet be
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Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

known. 5. Rare side effects cannot yet be known because
not enough people have been tested. 6. Bias since the
company who paid for the study is the one who will profit.
7. Red flag: Why would an American scientist do this study
in India and not America?
(3 points) Analyze the following letter to the editor,
including any fallacies:
I saw the newspaper article on the terrible conditions in
Africa, and I could not help but notice that on the adjacent
page there was an ad for diamond rings and designer suits.
Is it too much to ask the rich and fashionable among us
forgo the useless diamonds and unnecessary suits, and
instead to help the numerous homeless and starving
people?
Suggested Answer: 1. False Dichotomy as rich people can
both buy diamonds and give to the poor. 2. Dysphemisms:
"useless" diamonds and "unnecessary" suits. Many people
find diamonds to be a useful as a symbol of love, and suits
are required on many jobs. 3. Bad linguistic technique to
insult the people who you are asking to help.
(5 points) Analyze the following analogical argument by
using the 5 step method. Do you think the following analogy
is good? Explain your position.
“They should not allow stem cell research that uses early
human embryos from aborted fetuses to find cures for
diseases. It’s no different than the experiments the Nazis
did during World War II on the Jewish prisoners.”
Suggested Answer: Similarities are minor, such as both
conducted experiments. The differences are significant: 1.
The Nazis had ill intent, stem cell researches have good
intent to help people. 2. The aborted fetuses are not
sentient beings as Jewish prisoners are. They feel no pain,
do not suffer physically or emotionally, are not upset and
do not care because they are not conscious, unlike the
Jewish prisoners. 3. The Jewish prisoners did not consent to
being tortured, the aborted fetus is incapable of giving
consent or denying consent, and presumably the mother
did give consent.
01/23/2020
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Results

Actions

On the first question above, the average was 3.7 out of 5.
On the 2nd question the average was 1.6 out of 2, On the
3rd question above the average was 4.3 out of 5.
The target was met for the first and third question, and the
students demonstrated a strong ability to notice fallacies
and analyze the situations. However, the students did not
do as good of a job on the letter to the editor on charity.
Although most of them saw the false dichotomy, most
failed to notice the poor linguistic technique of insulting the
audience to whom you are appealing.
(12/18/2018)
% of Success for this SLO: 85
Faculty Assessment Leader: Professor Randall Firestone
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Students fell short of the antecedent expectations. The
average score on the first assessment was 4.1%, which is
expected (as they are not common knowledge). Score
averages increased to 67.2% on the final assessments.
Student performance was highest on questions 3 (appeal to
ignorance: 94% answered correctly), 7 (slippery slope: 97%
answered correctly, and 9 (ad hominem: 91% answered
correctly). Performance was lowest on questions 4 (post
hoc: 28% answered correctly) and 8 (genetic fallacy: 25%
answered correctly). Changes will be made accordingly in
teaching and group work to emphasize these fallacies.
(02/05/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Felipe Leon
Related Documents:
PHIL 105 SLO 1 ASSESSMENT TABLES FALL 2015.docx
PHIL 105 SLO 1 AVERAGES F'15.xlsx
PHIL 105 SLO 1 Assignment.docx

Action: Spend more time teaching
the informal fallacies.
Spend more time teaching the
post hoc and genetic fallacies.
Construct and disseminate a new
group work assignment on the
informal fallacies. (02/05/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Exam/Test/Quiz - Essay/Analysis
questions on the midterm and final
exams will be assessed. I picked
questions that would require
01/23/2020
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Results

Actions

analysis, contained fallacies to spot
and explain, and included linguistic
techniques.
Standard and Target for Success:
The targets are as follows: 3.5 out of
5 points in the chosen midterm
question dealing with green coffee, 2
points out of 3 on the final exam
question dealing with charity, and 4
points out of 5 on the analysis of an
analogical argument.
Additional Information: This was an
Honor's class which only had 14
students. All except for one student
was either in the Honor's Program or
about to join the Honor's program.
The targets for success were thus set
higher than I would set them for a
regular Critical Thinking class.

01/23/2020
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ECC: PHIL 111:History of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy
Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

SLO #1 Pre-Socratic Philosophers Students will be able to demonstrate
an understanding of the various
beliefs of and disagreements
between the pre-Socratic
philosophers.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201516 (Fall 2015), 2018-19 (Fall 2018)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

Exam/Test/Quiz - Prior to course
discussion of the Presocratics,
students were asked 5 questions
about the Presocratics. Students
were then asked these same
questions on an exam and their
answers were compared.
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 70% of students will
score a 75% or above.

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Students did not meet the standards for Question 1(33%)
and Question 2 (29%), nearly met the standard for Question
3 (71%) and exceeded the standards for Question 4 ( 76%)
and Question 5 (90%).

Action: Revise Question #3 to be
more clear for students in order to
better determine their
understanding of Homer's ideas of
justice. (08/23/2018)
Action Category: SLO/PLO
Assessment Process

Overall, the class average improved from 2.5 to 3.0 percent.
Students improved in all test questions except for Question
3 about Homer. This was the only True/False question on
the test.
Question number 3 may have been confusing to students.
(See attached charts.)
(02/23/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Elizabeth Shadish
Related Documents:
Philosophy 111 Data - Shadish Fall 2015.docx
PHIL 111 SLO Assessment and Key.docx

Exam/Test/Quiz - Students were
given 3 multiple choice and 3 short
answer questions on the
Presocratics on the second midterm.
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that at least 75% of
students will score a 70% or better.

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
72% of the students earned at least 70% of the total points
on the Presocratics. This is 3% short of the standard of 75%
earning at least 70%.

Related Documents:
Phil 111 SLO 1 Presocratics
Assessment Questions.docx
111 SLO 1 Presocratics F 18.xlsx

Students did well on the first two multiple choice questions,
86% and 76% correct. They also did fairly on the first short
answer question, on the contrast between myth and
philosophy, with 69% scoring at least 3 out of 4 points and
83% at least 2 out of 4. In the grading scheme used in this
course, 2 out of 4 is a low C.
Students did poorly on the third multiple choice, about
Anaxagoras' view that all change is motion of qualities.

01/23/2020
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Action: With Parmenides, I think it
will be sufficient to spend a little
more time at the beginning of the
semester emphasizing to students
the importance of learning
philosopher's arguments in
premise/conclusion form.
(03/13/2019)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
Action: These shortcomings can be
addressed by spending a little
more time on Parmenides and
Anaxagoras. With Anaxagoras, it
will be sufficient to assign an
exercise in which students explain
Page 5 of 12
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Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

Students also did not do well on short answer questions
asking them to describe Anaxagoras' theory of change and
Parmenides' argument that change is impossible.

how Anaxagoras would describe 2
or 3 examples of change.
(03/13/2019)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

(03/13/2019)
% of Success for this SLO: 72
Faculty Assessment Leader: Luca Struble
Related Documents:
111 SLO 1 Presocratics F 18.xlsx
Phil 111 SLO 1 Presocratics Assessment Questions.docx

01/23/2020
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ECC: PHIL 115:Existentialism
Course SLOs
SLO #2 The Existentialist Perspective
- Students will be able to analyze
from the existentialist perspective
various philosophical issues, such as
authenticity, the importance of the
individual, a person’s relationship
with society, the role of religion, and
the meaning of life.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201718 (Fall 2017), 2018-19 (Fall 2018)
Input Date: 11/08/2013
Comments:: Cancelled FA16

01/23/2020

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Exam/Test/Quiz - On the first day I
gave the class a questionnaire
containing 6 questions regarding
existentialist philosophy. The first 4
of those questions appeared on their
midterm exam, and the last 2
questions appeared on their final
exam. The students improvement
will be evaluated as well as the
percentage of the class which can
answer each question correctly.
Standard and Target for Success:
Questions 3 and 6 specifically and
centrally dealt with this SLO, but all 6
of the questions are related to this
SLO. The rubric standard is 60%
correct answers for questions 2 and
4, 70% correct answers for questions
3 and 6, and 80% correct answers for
questions 1 and 5. The differing
standards are due to the expected
difficulty of each question
considering the subject matter and
emphasis placed on that specific
issue.
Additional Information: I believe
that over half of the class had taken
a philosophy class before, and most
of those students had taken at least
one of my philosophy classes. As
such, some of them already had
knowledge about some of the issues
and philosophers discussed in the
class. This is especially true about
Sartre's philosophy which I teach in
both my Intro to Philosophy class
and my Contemporary Philosophy
class.

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
On Authenticity I asked a question on the final examination
(#22) about Sartre's philosophy, on the issue of the
importance of the individual I asked a question from the
midterm exam (#15) on Kierkegaard's philosophy, on the
issue of a person's relationship with society I asked a
question on Heidegger's philosophy from the midterm
exam (#53), on the questions of the role of religion I asked a
question from Nietzsche's philosophy (#25 on the midterm),
and on the issue of the meaning of life I asked a question on
Camus' philosophy from the final exam (#9). The following
are the questions asked on those tests:
SLO #2 EXISTENTIALISM QUESTIONS FALL 2018
15. Which of the following is Kierkegaard’s view on the
importance of the individual?
A.
The individual is of little importance.
B.
The individual’s importance depends on that
individual’s contribution to society.
C.
The individual’s importance depends on that
person’s contribution to mankind’s progress.
D.
The individual is very important.
25. What is Nietzsche’s belief about Christianity?
A.
It has been bad for society because so many wars
have been fought in the name of Christianity.
B.
It is based on superstition and myth, which are
always bad.
C.
It has given us a morality of weakness which is
unnatural and makes people ashamed of their instincts.
D.
It has been generally good for society since
society has fortunately not followed the example of the
ascetic priest who lives an unnatural life of poverty and
chastity.
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Assessment Method
Description
Related Documents:
SLO ASSESSMENT DATA CHART
Existentialism 2017.docx
Existentialism SLO Questions
2017.docx

Results

Actions

53. According to Heidegger, which of the following is the
primary way people are inauthentic?
A.
They do not tell people what they really think of
them.
B.
They do not lead the groups to which they belong.
C.
They adopt the beliefs and values of their society
and culture.
D.
They cease to enjoy the simple pleasures in life.
9. What is the conclusion that Camus makes in the Myth of
Sisyphus?
A)
Since we all live relatively short lives, we cannot
judge a short life as worth less than a long life.
B)
Since we all will die relatively soon and there is no
inherent meaning in life, one life is as good as another one.
C)
Since life is all that we have, it is all-valuable, so
we should live fully engaged lives.
D)
Whether life is worth living is subjective. There is
no way to achieve objectivity on this issue.
22. According to Sartre and our discussion in class, what
should we do if we cannot be sure that what we are doing is
right?
A)
We need not do anything.
B)
We should act only when we can be fairly
confident that it will produce good results.
C)
Life is about being bold and carefree, so we
should not be afraid to act as we wish.
D)
Your life is judged by what you do. If you do not
act to remedy injustice, then you are responsible for your
inaction.
The students answered the questions correctly at the
following rates:
Q15 Kierkegaard: 26 of 33 students answered correctly =
79%.
Q25 Nietzsche: 30 of 33 students answered correctly = 91%.
Q53 Heidegger: 32 out of 33 students answered correctly =
97%.

01/23/2020
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Q 9 Camus: 22 out of 27 students answered correctly =
81%.
Q22 Sarter: 25 out of 27 students answered correctly = 93%.
Taking all 5 questions together, the students answered
these questions correctly at an 88% rate. (12/17/2018)
% of Success for this SLO: 100
Faculty Assessment Leader: Professor Randall Firestone
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2017-18 (Fall
2017)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
I have attached the related documents which include both
the questions asked of the students and an SLO Assessment
Data Chart which contains the results. The following were
the questions asked:

Action: Question 4 deals with a
very subtle point in Heidegger's
philosophy. I went over this point
in class, but I see I will need to
stress it to a higher degree. I might
also consider changing the the
fourth choice as it could have
confused the students. In fact,
Existentialism SLO Questions
exactly half of the students went
Professor Firestone: Fall 2017
for this incorrect choice.
(12/30/2018)
1. According to our class discussions, what is the central and Action Category: Teaching
unifying question in existentialism?
Strategies
A.
What is it to be a rational being?
Follow-Up: The students
B.
What is it to be a human being?
performed excellently. Every class
C.
How is man different from the animals?
is different. This assessment
D.
Do we have free will?
tested some basic concepts and
E.
Does God exist, and if so, what is man’s
ideas. Next assessment will test
relationship with God?
some of the harder concepts and
questions. (01/13/2020)
2. In general, Existentialist philosophy was highly critical of
Follow-Up: I changed question 4
and had a strong reaction to each of the following except
and the students did better.
__________________.
(12/18/2018)
A.
Rationalism and the Age of Reason
B.
Hegel’s philosophy
C.
The herd mentality of society
D.
The ancient Roman philosophers
3. According to Heidegger, which of the following is the
primary way people are inauthentic?
A.
They do not tell people what they really think of
them.
01/23/2020

Generated by Nuventive Improve

Page 9 of 12

Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

B.
They do not lead the groups to which they belong.
C.
They adopt the beliefs and values of their society
and culture.
D.
They cease to enjoy the simple pleasures in life.
4. Which of the following is Heidegger’s view about
personal responsibility when a person’s actions follow the
public’s views and actions?
A.
They are still fully responsible for what they do.
B.
The individual’s responsibility is somewhat
lessened, but they are still primarily responsible for what
they do.
C.
In such a situation, the person is often relieved of
personal responsibility.
D.
Heidegger does not address personal
responsibility as he is only making observations about
people, not judgments about them.
5. Which of the following would be the approach taken by
Sartre?
A)
Because you are shy you did not talk to that
woman, and since your shyness is a character trait, you are
not responsible for not talking to her.
B)
Because you are shy, you did not talk to that
woman, and although you are responsible for not talking to
her, you are not responsible for your shyness.
C)
Because you did not talk to her, you acted in a shy
manner. However, you could have chosen to talk to her and
not acted in a shy manner, so you are responsible for not
talking to her.
D)
Sartre believes that all of the above can properly
be viewed as true from a valid perspective.
6. In the Myth of Sisyphus, due in part to his scorn of the
Gods, the Gods condemn Sisyphus to roll a rock to the top
of a mountain where it will fall, and then to roll it up again.
This is to be done for all of eternity. Although his actions are
exerted toward accomplishing nothing, Camus describes
Sisyphus as the absurd hero. Why?
A)
He has heroically dared to defy or question the
01/23/2020
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Gods, so although he is now defeated and depressed, at
least he tried.
B)
He has an absurd task, and although he is a man
that is broken in spirit, he lives as so many heroes do---he
does what he must do.
C)
He has embraced his pointless task and life, and
has thereby given his seemingly absurd life a meaning and
purpose that we can only admire.
D)
That he lives and does not die is both absurd and
heroic.
On all questions except for one, the students showed
marked improvement and met the target for success. In
fact, on the final exam all (100%) of the students correctly
answered questions 1 and 3, 95% of the students answered
Question 5 correctly, and 89% answered question 6
correctly. The students clearly understood and learned the
central question of Existentialist philosophy, Heidegger's
view on inauthenticity, Sartre's view on responsibility, and
Camus' view on the meaning of life. Question 2 was a
difficult question about all of the prior movements that
Existentialism was critical of. The target was reached here
to, but barely. 61% of the students correctly answered this
question, meeting the 60% goal. The one question which
tripped the students up was on Heidegger's view of
individual responsibility. Only 13% of the students were
able to answer this question correctly, and I will discuss this
below. (12/30/2017)
% of Success for this SLO: 80
Faculty Assessment Leader: Randall S. Firestone
Exam/Test/Quiz - Questions related
to this SLO will be asked on the
Midterm and Final exams.
Standard and Target for Success:
75% correct answers on each of the
5 questions and 75% overall correct
answers when all 5 questions are
considered together.
Additional Information: In an Intro
class the standard would usually be
01/23/2020
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70% of the class would provide
correct answers. However, a fair
amount of the students in this class
have taken prior philosophy classes
so would be expected to do better
than an Intro class. Several of the
students were philosophy majors
and were top students in previous
courses.
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