
El Camino: Course SLOs (BSS) - Political Science

Fall 2018
Assessment: Course Four Column

ECC: POLI 1:Governments of the United States and California

Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

SLO #1 Articles and Amendments - In
a multiple choice test, students will
demonstrate knowledge of the basic
principles of the United States
Constitution including its Articles and
Amendments, as well as those for the
government of California.

Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 2014-
15 (Fall 2014), 2018-19 (Fall 2018)

Course SLO Status: Active

Input Date: 11/08/2013

Standard and Target for Success:
The target for success will be met if
75% of the students are able to
answer each question correctly.
Related Documents:
PS 1 SLO Questions

Action: The assessment will be
conducted at the beginning of the
semester following the section
taught on the Constitution.
(09/04/2020)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
5 sections of Pol Sci 1 were targeted for assessment, which
included a total of 190 students. It was a mix in terms of
sections, as one of them was an FYE section, another one
was an HTP section and the last three were regular ones.
The following percentages were computed based on the
number of correct responses per each question.
#1  49%
#2  57%
#3  65%
#4  44%
#5  61%
#6  25%
#7  52%
#8  73%
After analyzing the data, the standard was met on only one
of the questions while the remaining seven questions fell
short of the 70% threshold (for the first couple of runs on
this assessment the threshold was 75%). Data results show
a wide range in terms of students performance answering
some of the questions. The range of correct responses were
from a low of 25% on question #6 to a high of 73% on
question #8. Overall we felt that these were less than
positive results, especially in comparison to previous

Exam/Test/Quiz - The assessment
tool used for assessing this SLO was
comprised of a multiple choice test
asking eight questions. See related
document for additional
information.
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

% of Success for this SLO: 53
Faculty Assessment Leader: Eduardo Munoz
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Eduardo Munoz and
Laurie Houske
Related Documents:
PS 1 Constitution  SLO questions.docx

assessments, 3 out of the 8 questions was missed by more
than 50% of the students (questions 1, 4, 6), in the past that
was a much lower number. This indicates that students are
understanding the material yet there are several areas
where there could be some improvement. Given that the
test was given at the end of the semester, and much of the
material in the course covering the Constitution is given at
the beginning of the semester, that shows that they are still
able to make the pertinent connections between the rest of
the course topics in relation to the Constitution.
Based on the findings, faculty in our department agree that
we need to focus and spend more time going over the
material, especially in those areas where students failed to
reach the 50% mark. These areas cover the first three
Articles in the Constitution as well as the Bill of Rights. We
are proposing as well for next time to give this assessment
at the beginning of the semester. That was hard to
coordinate this time, but will be strongly considered the
next time this assessment in conducted. Consistent with our
department goal of enhancing the quality of education and
better preparing students to understand Constitutional
issues, we will continue to discuss among the faculty the
different teaching strategies/practices covering such topics.
(03/01/2019)

Action: Conduct the assessment
earlier during the semester.
(02/28/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15 (Fall
2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
After analyzing the data, one can see that the standard was
met on two of the questions while the remaining six
questions fell short of the 75% threshold. Data results also
show a wide range in terms of students’ performance in
answering some of the questions. The range of correct
responses were from a low of 26% on question #6 to a high
of 99.5% on question #4. Overall though these were

01/23/2020 Page 2 of 9Generated by Nuventive Improve

https://elcamino.tracdat.com:443/tracdat/viewDocument?y=JCLd9gQI5OxC


Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Eduardo Munoz and Laurie
Houske

positive results as only 1 out of the 8 questions was missed
by more than 50% of the students (question 6). This
indicates that the students are understanding the material
yet with topics/areas where there could be some
improvement. Furthermore, given that the test was given
towards the end of the semester, and much of the material
in the course covering the Constitution is given at the
beginning of the semester, it shows that they are able to
make the pertinent connections between the rest of the
course topics in relation to the Constitution. Also, when
comparing this time’s assessment results with the previous
time this SLO was assessed, the number of questions missed
by more than 50% went down from 3 to 1. Based on the
findings, faculty in our department agree that we need to
focus and spend more time going over the material,
especially in those areas where students failed to reach the
50% mark,  but also to work towards reaching that
percentage goal to meet the standard. We also discussed
the idea for the next time this SLO is assessed, to take each
individual student overall score and use that data to
evaluate the student as a whole in their knowledge rather
than each individual question. Consistent with our
department goal of enhancing the quality of education and
better preparing students to understand Constitutional
issues, we will continue to discuss among the faculty the
different teaching strategies/practices covering such topics.
While we had proposed previously to assess at a different
time during the semester, this time it was done towards the
middle –end, perhaps the next time this assessment takes
place also, the exam needs to be given at the beginning-
middle to test that variable. (02/09/2015)
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ECC: POLI 3:Introduction to Principles and Methods of Political Science

Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

SLO #1  Ideologies - In a written
essay, the students will discuss and
critically analyze the major political
ideologies found among
contemporary political systems.

Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 2014-
15 (Fall 2014), 2015-16 (Spring 2016),
2018-19 (Fall 2018)

Course SLO Status: Active

Input Date: 11/08/2013 Standard and Target for Success: 70
% of the class will score a 6 or better
on the rubric.

Action: There is clearly room for
improvement for this SLO.  I
believe that of the 26% of
students who failed to score at
least a 6 on the essay is a high
number and can be brought down.
Possible action items to improve
this SLO include: (1) Spending
more time on the material: I
devoted two lectures to major
political ideologies, which I take to
be liberalism, conservatism and
socialism (and its related forms,
such as communism). Minor
ideologies that I discuss more
briefly during my lectures on
include cosmopolitanism,
anarchism, feminism,
environmentalism and fascism.
Another possible mode of
improvement (2) would be to
assign a different additional set of
readings, in addition to the
textbook’s chapters on these
ideologies. I do this already; I
assign an extra reading on political
ideologies, specifically Arthur
Koestler’s essay “The God that
Failed,” which discusses his
experience with communism,
what drew him to the ideology
and what eventually pushed him
away from the ideology. However,
this text, which a memoir and
relatively easy to read, is quite
long at 92 pages. I could assign an
easier (read: shorter) additional

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Based on the rubric, the results were the following:

By individual measure (Organization, Content Knowledge,
Support/Examples):
ORGANIZATION: (of 26) students scored the highest THREE ;
7 scored TWO; 7 scored the lowest ONE.
CONTENT KNOWLEDGE: (of 26) students scored the highest
THREE ; 11 students scored TWO; 3 students scored ONE.
SUPPORT/EXAMPLES: (of 26) students scored the highest
THREE; 11 students scored TWO; 5 students scored ONE.

By total score:
9: Four students scored a combined 9/9 (15.4% of the
class);
8: Six students scored a combined 8/9 (23.1% of the class);
7: Four students scored a combined 7/9 (15.4% of the
class);
6: Six students scored a combined 6/9 (23.1% of the class);
5: Three students scored a combined 5/9 (11.5% of the
class);
4: One student scored a combined 4/9 (3.8% of the class);
3: Two students scored a combined 3/9 (7.7% of the class);

Success for the SLO for the course was if at least 70% of the
students scored a 6 or higher.  For this class, 20 students
scored 6 or higher (74%), while 7 students scored less than
6 (26%).

As such, the SLO can be deemed successful.

The course overall had a 65.6% pass rate: of the 32 students
in the course, 21 passed the class (8 students received an A
(25%), 8 students received a B (25%) and 3 students
received a C (9.4%)) and 11 students (34.4%) received

Essay/Written Assignment - The
proposed assessment will consist of
an essay question on their midterm
exam which will be evaluated based
on the attached rubric (see
attached).

The essay question was: "Name and
describe the origins and content of
the three major political ideologies."
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

% of Success for this SLO: 74
Faculty Assessment Leader: Karl Striepe
Related Documents:
SLO Rubric.pdf

essay discussing an ideology or
ideologies, perhaps excerpts from
Daniel Bell’s book The End of
Ideology and/or various responses
to that book, such as C. Wright
Mill’s essay “Letter to the New
Left.” Another, more recent
possibility for a different
additional reading would be
Norberto Bobbio’s short book
“Left and Right: The Significance of
a Political Distinction.”
(01/02/2019)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

failing grades (1 student received a D (3.1%) and 10
students received an F (31.2%)).  Of the 10 students who
failed the class 4 did not take the final exam; as such, they
are not reflected in the SLO scores.
 (01/02/2019)

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Results:
Rubric scores for Organization:
39% scored 3
61% scored 2

Rubric scores for Content Knowledge:
50% scored 3
45% scored 2
5% scored 1

Rubric scores for Supporting Arguments and examples:
22% scored 3
67% scored 2
11% scored 3

Total Rubric Scores
17% scored 9
17% scored 8
28% scored 7
28% scored 6
5% scored 5
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Laurie Houske
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Laurie Houske

5% scored 4

90% of the class scored a 6 or better representing a basic
understanding of the material.
 (09/16/2016)

Action: In the future a continued
focus needs to be placed on the
development of critical analysis.
Students do well with organization
and content knowledge but critical
analysis will always require
additional activities.  Critical
analysis requires practice and
students should be given time in
class to practice these skills. This
should be
done in class discussions where
students consider differing
arguments and
analyze each one.  I consider this
an ongoing effort to develop
critical thinking skills and should
be done in most of our Political
Science courses.  This particular
SLO if tested at the end of the
semester should lead to strong
results but it would be interesting
to teach this material earlier in the
semester and see if it leads to
different results. (02/09/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15 (Fall
2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
09/08/2014 - Results:
Rubric scores for Organization:
94% scored 3
6% scored 2
Rubric scores for Content Knowledge:
44% scored 3
56% scored 2

Rubric scores for Supporting Arguments and examples:
33% scored 3
56% scored 2
11% scored 3
Total Rubric Scores
33% scored 9
11% scored 8
39% scored 7
17% scored 6

100% of the class scored a 6 or better representing a
basic understanding of the material.  Students had a choice
of questions to answer regarding ideology and this might
have aided in their overall success of the material.

Analyzing each of the rubric areas individually has given us
the
opportunity to look at student performance in greater
detail.

Students scored very well in organization but this is really
not that unexpected as analysis of ideology comes with a

01/23/2020 Page 6 of 9Generated by Nuventive Improve



Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Laurie Houske

built in organization.  Students also did well in the area of
content knowledge but not to the same high levels.  Where
students struggled was in offering supporting arguments.
While they still scored well there were some students that
scored a one in this area.

Finally, these high results could be reflective of a unique
class situation.  This class had a high drop out rate but the
remaining students in the course all did quite well on the
exam.  So this could merely be a reflection of the lower
performing students dropped the class already and are not
reflected in these results from the final. (02/09/2015)
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ECC: POLI 5:Ethnicity in the American Political Process

Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

SLO #1 Inclusion Strategies - In a
written essay students will
demonstrate knowledge and analyze
the
inclusion strategies used by minority
groups within the democratic system
as applicable to urban politics.

Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 2014-
15 (Fall 2014), 2018-19 (Fall 2018)

Course SLO Status: Active

Input Date: 11/08/2013

Standard and Target for Success:
Using a rubric that is scaled from 3
to 1 students are assessed via their
effectiveness across three domains:
"organization;" "content
knowledge;" and "supporting
arguments and examples."  Please
see related document for additional
information.
Related Documents:
Grading Rubric

Action: 1.) Make use of more
contemporary examples when
appropriate during lectures
throughout the semester.
2.) Continue to collaborate among
faculty teaching the course, in
creating common assessments
and grading standards.
(01/23/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15 (Fall
2014)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Overall the assessment results from this SLO were
satisfactory but percentages likely could have been higher
given the usage next time of a question prompt that is more
strictly tailored to the theme of inclusion strategies.  This
being the case, from a total of 27 students in my section
(who actually turned in the paper), six students scored a 9
for 22.2% and thirteen students scored an 8 for 48%.  Taken
together, however, students scoring either an 8 or 9 (that is,
nineteen total) combined for a 70.4% success rate which
exceeds (just barely) the 70-75% benchmark.  Generally, I
take this to mean that students showed good success with
connecting their analysis to the central concerns of the
course material and additionally were able to extrapolate in
key areas with appropriate examples. A more detailed
review of the data reveals that the strongest area(s) in
evaluation performance by the students based on the rubric
was in terms of “content knowledge” and “supporting
arguments and examples.”  Seventeen and fifteen students
respectively scored a 3 on both of these categories.  But this
is not to say that students did not fare well with
“organization,” as even fourteen students scored a 3 on this
domain, so there wasn’t much variance in student
performance as far as scoring at a 3 on any category.  In
fact, only one student scored a 1 in any category, which
means I had a significant number of students who scored a
2 on “organization,” “content knowledge,” and “supporting
arguments and examples” (twelve, ten, and twelve students
respectively).  Specifically, outside the nineteen students
who scored an 8 or 9, I also had three students score a 7,
four score a 6, and one score at a 5.  What I interpret this
data to mean is that students actually did quite well in
executing the basic parameters of the assignment but
perhaps experienced some difficulties with either securing
(or connecting) source material more precisely to their

Essay/Written Assignment - The
assessment tool used for assessing
this SLO was comprised of the
following essay prompt:

The subject of your paper will center
on the history of race, ethnicity, and
gender in relation to political parties
and the effects on voting on the
national and local arenas.  You can
choose to write collectively on the
different groups or choose one
group and focus on their political
prevalence within the party and
national political scene.
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Christopher Blake Lee
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Eduardo Munoz
Related Documents:
Grading Rubric

explanatory frameworks.  And this of course can lead to
analysis that tends to be more “editorial based” rather than
“research driven.”  To mitigate this apparent weakness
among the students one clear strategy to adopt would be to
explain more consistently during lecture how the execution
of proper “research methods” can determine to a
significant extent the accuracy that can be brought to bear
upon an essay prompt.  Especially concerning the
theoretical underpinnings of this SLO, which address
specific phenomena like “inclusionary strategies,” I think it
would be very helpful to take more time during lecture to
explain the research process in context of contemporary
examples that highlight group democratic behavior.  To
effectively capture the students’ attention for this objective,
using multimedia would be ideal here.  (01/23/2015)

Standard and Target for Success:
BASED ON RUBRIC: It is expected
that 70% of students will score 6 or
above on this SLO.
Related Documents:
Essay Rubric.doc

% of Success for this SLO: 90
Faculty Assessment Leader: Van P. Chaney
Related Documents:
Essay Rubric.doc

Action: Actions for future courses
will be to expand on issues and
policies in more detail and their
effects on demographic groups.
Additionally, how those groups
separate and collectively and
influence policy change.
(02/06/2019)
Action Category: Curriculum
Changes

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19 (Fall
2018)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Out of 21 students who took the examination the following
is a breakdown on how the students answered the written
assignment base on the essay rubric:

9 students scored 7 points or above
10 students scored 6 points or above
2 students scored zero for not answering the written
assignment

Overall the class satisfactory met the score of 6 broken
down to 2 points for organization/structure, 2 points for
content and 2 points for theoretical arguments and
supporting examples. (02/06/2019)

Essay/Written Assignment - In what
ways can a person engage in political
activism, both individually and as
part of a group? How can these
actions contribute to collective
political empowerment?
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