Assessment: Course Four Column
Spring/Summer 2019

El Camino: Course SLOs (BSS) - Political Science
ECC: POLI 10:Introduction to International Relations
Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

SLO #1 Major Theoretical
Approaches - In a written assignment,
students will demonstrate knowledge
of the major theoretical approaches
to studying international politics
including but not limited to: Realism,
Liberalism, Constructivism, Feminism,
etc.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Fall 2013), 2014-15 (Spring 2015),
2018-19 (Spring 2019)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

Exam/Test/Quiz - The assessment
tool used for this assessing this SLO
was comprised of an essay exam
asking the following question:
Compare and contrast the core
assumptions of Realism and
Liberalism in International Politics.
Use the Cold War era and the PostCold War World to discuss their
explanatory power. Given the state
of the world we are in now, which
theory would you argue seems to
explain the most?
Standard and Target for Success:
See Related Document

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15
(Spring 2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
The assessment tool used for assessing this SLO was
comprised of a midterm essay exam asking the following
question(s), 2 sections of Pol Sci 10 were assessed by 2
different faculty, therefore there were similar essay
questions :

Action: Faculty who teach this
course will continue to collaborate
together and come up with other
strategies that will facilitate
student understanding of the IR
theories mentioned on the
midterm essay question.
(09/11/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

1.
Compare and contrast the core assumptions of
Realism and Liberalism in International Politics. Use the
Cold War era and the Post-Cold War World to discuss their
explanatory power. Given the state of the world we are in
now, which theory would you argue seems to explain the
most?
2.
Compare and contrast realism with liberalism.
How do these two theories consider power? In what ways
are their views similar to each other? In what ways are their
views different?
The target for success was based on the following rubric
with a numerical basis of three points per section with a
total of 9 points overall:
Organization
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Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

3 The student presents the information in a logical,
sequential, well organized, captivating manner which the
reader can easily follow
2 The student is well organized throughout most of the
essay, with a few instances where the sequence of
information does not seem to follow
1 The student’s essay lacks organization, material is not
presented in the proper sequence, the reader can not
understand what is being presented
Content Knowledge
3The student exhibits a thorough understanding of the
content material being covered for this assignment and its
applicability to understanding global politics
2The student shows a good understanding of the content,
though in some areas the essay lacks descriptive, analytical
and explanatory power
1The student’s essay doesn’t illustrate an understanding of
the topic at all, and its relation to the assignment given
Supporting arguments and examples
3The student’s essay makes well use of supporting evidence
and examples that illustrate their ability to synthesize the
material and present it effectively
2The student on occasion gives supporting evidence and
examples throughout the essay
1The student’s essay doesn’t contain any supporting
arguments nor examples that would illustrate their ability
to present the material clearly
Given that the majority of students who take this course
have also taken our Introductory American Politics course,
and one of the sections was an Honors section, our
expectations were that at least 75-80% of them would score
at least an 8 or higher on this SLO.
The assessment results from this SLO were satisfactory
although falling short of meeting the target for success. Two
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Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

sections of Pol Sci 10 were assessed this past spring, one
being an Honors section and the other one being an Online
section. There were a total of 41 students in both sections
that took the assessment. Seven students scored 9’s for a
17%, and twenty students scored 8’s for a 49%. Both of
those combined for an 66% success rate which fell a bit
short of our expectation of 75-80%.
While the standard for success wasn’t met, we still interpret
the data results as indicating that students had good
comprehension of the material and were able to
demonstrate as such in written form. A more detailed
review of the data reveals that the strongest area(s) in
evaluation performance by the students based on the rubric
was in terms of organization and content knowledge. On
both of those categories students did very well with 38 out
of 41 scoring either a 3 or a 2. On the other hand, a weaker
area in terms of performance on the rubric was in the use of
supporting arguments and examples, where 37 out of 41
students scored a 1.
In interpreting the results, it reinforces a common weakness
among students, that is, not just memorizing the material
but also the need to contemporize as well as make use of
supporting arguments with examples. Given this results,
and a discussion among faculty in the department who
teach this course and others that have taught in the past,
we concluded that perhaps more material related examples
need to be introduced during lectures and class discussions
so that students will be better able to apply the theoretical
underpinnings covering this SLO and related to modern day
circumstances. This suggestion will be implemented in
future semesters for the comparison purposes and enhance
the quality of education that students will receive.
(09/11/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Eduardo Munoz
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Christopher Lee and
Eduardo Munoz
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2013-14 (Fall
2013)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
The assessment results from this SLO were very much
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Actions

satisfactory. From a total of 51 students in both sections of
Pol Sci 10 that were offered in the Fall, nineteen students
scored 9’s for a 37%, and twenty three students scored 8’s
for a 45%. Both of those combined for an 82% success rate
which exceeded our expectation of 70-75%. We take that as
being indicative that students had good comprehension of
the material and were able to demonstrate as such in
written form. A more detailed review of the data reveals
that the strongest area(s) in evaluation performance by the
students based on the rubric was in terms of organization
and content knowledge. On both of those categories
students did very well with 42 out of 51 scoring either a 3 or
a 2. On the other hand, the weakest area in terms of
performance on the rubric was in the use of supporting
arguments and examples, where 9 out of 51 students
scored a 1. This illustrates sometimes a common weakness
among students that is, not just memorizing the material
but also the need to contemporize as well as make use of
supporting arguments with examples. After much
discussion among those of us in the department who teach
this course and others that have taught in the past, we
concluded that perhaps more material related examples
need to be introduced during lectures and class discussions
so that students will be better able to apply the theoretical
underpinnings covering this SLO and related to modern day
circumstances. This suggestion will be implemented in
future semesters for the comparison purposes and enhance
the quality of education that students will receive. It will
also be interesting to see whether assessing the other two
remaining SLO’s for this course (which come later in the
semester) will show a significance difference as to the
students already being familiar with the type of exam that
they will have to complete. Often times it is seen that the
first exam in a course might affect more heavily in terms of
students performance than the later ones after know the
type of test. (02/04/2014)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Eduardo Munoz
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Dr. Ellen Antoine and
Eduardo Munoz
Related Documents:

standards. (01/30/2015)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
Action: Make use of more
contemporary examples when
appropriate during lectures
throughout the semester.
(01/30/2015)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
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Assessment Method
Description

Results

Essay/Written Assignment - The
assessment method used for
assessing this SLO during the Spring
2019 semester was comprised of a
midterm essay exam asking the
question below. Two sections of Pol
Sci 10 were assessed by 2 different
faculty, Professors Munoz and
Chaney, an online section and an inclass section, respectively.
-Compare and contrast the core
assumptions of Realism and
Liberalism in International Politics.
Use the Cold War era and the PostCold War World to discuss their
explanatory power. Given the state
of the world we are in now, which
theory would you argue seems to
explain the most?
Standard and Target for Success:
Given that one section (the in-class
one) was an Honors section which
had both, honors and non-honors
students, some of which had not
taken our introductory American
Government course, we decided to
set the standard for success in both
classes at 80 percent. It was
expected that 75% of the students
would score at least 80% or above. A
common grading rubric was used for
both classes (see the document
repository).
Related Documents:
Grading Rubric
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Pol Sci 10 Assessment resultsF2013.doc
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19
(Spring 2019)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
The assessment results from this SLO were satisfactory
meeting the target for success. 87% of the students scored
at least 80% and above. The target for success had been to
have at least 75% of the students score that high, so we
were 12 percentage points above the target. Two sections
of Pol Sci 10 were assessed this past spring, one being an
Honors section and the other one being an Online section.
There were a total of 63 students in both sections that took
the assessment, both classes using essay exams as the
assessment tool. 55 students scored in the 8-9 range (based
on the rubric) for an 87%. 8 students scored 7 or less (again
based on the rubric) for a 13% result.

Actions
Action: Faculty will continue to
works towards improving in the
students ability to contemporize
the theories discussed and
applicability to the current state of
global politics (09/13/2019)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

While meeting the standard for success, we interpret the
data results as indicative of the students having good
comprehension of the material and are able to demonstrate
as such in written essay form. This is even more so given
that the exams given in both classes not only had the
question pertaining to this assessment but also had other
questions that students had to answer in limited time. A
more detailed review of the data also reveals that all of the
area(s) in evaluation performance contained in the rubric
(Organization, Content knowledge and Supporting
arguments with examples) were roughly equally distributed,
unlike during past assessments where the first two
categories seemed to be the strongest while the third
category being the weakest respectively.
We were happy to meet the standard for success this time
around. While the last time this SLO was assessed we were
short of meeting the standard by a few points, mostly
attributed to the students needing to work on using
contemporary examples to back up their arguments, this
time their overall performance covering that section of the
rubric had substantially improved. Even with those results
though, and after discussing the overall data, both faculty
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Assessment Method
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Results

Actions

that participated in the assessment will continue to work in
strengthening the students overall performance in all
aspects of the rubric that are being measured. We also
hypothesized that perhaps given the current political
climate in International Politics and the role that the US
continues to play, has perhaps drawn more attention by the
students in seeing the theoretical connections and its
applicability to current examples. It will be interesting to
see what the state of global politics and the US role in it will
be, next time this SLO is assessed, and how that will affect
the continued views on those theories and their relevance
in the study of IR.
(09/13/2019)
% of Success for this SLO: 87
Faculty Assessment Leader: Eduardo Munoz
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Eduardo Munoz and
Van Chaney
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ECC: POLI 6:Civil Rights and Liberties in the United States
Course SLOs
SLO #2 Constitutional Jurisprudence In a written essay, students will
discuss and critically analyze the
different approaches to
Constitutional Jurisprudence.

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Exam/Test/Quiz - This will be
assessed using an essay exam.
The proposed assessment will
consist of an essay exam which will
be evaluated based on the following
rubric (see attached).

Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201415 (Spring 2015), 2018-19 (Spring
Legal interpretation has a significant
2019)
impact on the direction of the law.
Input Date: 11/08/2013
Explain the various theories on legal
interpretation. Include in your
answer the various advantages and
disadvantages of these theories.
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 75% of the students
will get an 8 or above on this SLO.

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15
(Spring 2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Organization
3
79%
2
17%
1
4%
Content Knowledge
3
55%
2
38%
1
7%
Critical Analysis
3
28%
2
65%
1
7%
Total
9
8
7
6
4
3

21%
38%
23%
10%
4%
4%

There were a total of 29 students who participated in this
exam. 82% of the students received a 7 or better meeting
the standard that was set for this SLO. Analyzing the
individual rubric areas the students do well with
organization, fair with the content knowledge but struggle
to a greater degree with the critical analysis skills. This is
nothing new to the Political Science Department and
something on which we continue to work with our students.
This is a difficult skill to develop but the SLO does represent
that students are improving in this area.
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Results

Actions

In the future a continued focus needs to be placed on the
development of critical analysis. Students do well with
organization and content knowledge but critical analysis will
always require additional activities. Critical analysis requires
practice and students should be given time in class to
practice these skills. As is our ongoing practice, this skill can
be developed through class discussions where students
consider differing arguments and analyze each one.
(09/14/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Laurie Houske
Essay/Written Assignment Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2018-19
Exam/Test/Quiz This will be assessed (Spring 2019)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
using an essay exam.
Organization
3
90%
The proposed assessment will
2
0%
consist of an essay exam which will
10%
be evaluated based on the following 1
rubric (see attached).
Content Knowledge
56%
Legal interpretation has a significant 3
2
38%
impact on the direction of the law.
10%
Explain the various theories on legal 1
interpretation. Include in your
Critical Analysis
answer the various advantages and
3
26%
disadvantages of these theories.
Standard and Target for Success: It
2
64%
is expected that 75% of the students 1
10%
will get an 8 or above on this SLO.
Total
9
27%
8
27%
7
36%
3
10%

Action: Evaluate how students are
performing with critical thinking
and offer opportunities for in class
discussions. (05/11/2020)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

There were a total of 22 students who participated in this
exam. 90% of the students received a 7 or better meeting
the standard that was set for this SLO. Analyzing the
individual rubric areas, the students were strongest with
organization, and average with content knowledge and
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Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

critical analysis. This is an improvement over the last time
we evaluated this SLO but this could be that it is unique to
this class or the small group of students taking this test.
As always, my recommendation is to continue to work on
critical thinking skills. While this class did fine with critical
analysis, this is always an area that students need practice.
This is a valuable skill that could help students in other
classes and life so it should always be a focus for us in
Political Science regardless of results. As is our ongoing
practice, this skill can be developed through class
discussions where students consider differing arguments
and analyze each one. (09/13/2019)
% of Success for this SLO: 90
Faculty Assessment Leader: Laurie Houske
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