
Assessment: Assessment Unit Four Column
Fall 2017

El Camino: PLOs (BSS) - Anthropology

PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

PLO Status: Active

Inactive Date:

Faculty Assessment Leader: Angela Mannen, Rodolfo Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: D. Blair Gibson
Courses Associated with PLO Assessment: Anthropology 1,
sections 2035, 2049, 2051; Anthropology 2, section 2073;
Anthropology 3 section 2095

Action: Obviously I have been
successful in communicating the
subject matter of the PLO to my
Anthropology 1 and Anthropology
2 sections, so no further action is
countenanced. In Anthropology 3 I
shall spend more time in lecture
ensuring that students are aware
the different ways that
archaeology is regarded in
different regions of the world.
(02/26/2018)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester of Current Assessment: 2017-18 (Fall 2017)
Standard Met: Standard Met
I assessed three sections of Anthropology 1, a single section
of Anthropology 2, and a single section of Anthropology 3.
On question 2 the number of useable responses was 116.
The percentage of students answering the question
correctly was 89%. On the matching questions the success
rate was 96%. For cultural anthropology the success rate on
question 3 was 97%, and on the multiple choice questions it
was 100%. For Introduction to Archaeology the success rate
for question 2 was 27%.  I should note that this question
does not really fall within the scope of the PLO, as it
assesses the student's knowledge of the geographical
regions where archaeology is regarded as one of the four
fields of anthropology. (02/26/2018)

Exam/Test/Quiz - For my Physical
Anthropology classes, the
assessment tool consists of one
multiple choice question and five
matching questions which were
included in the first exam given to
sections of Anthropology 1. They
require the students to match the
four fields of anthropology plus
applied anthropology with
descriptions of the subject matter of
the fields.

The questions were as follows:

2. The field of biological
anthropology is primarily a
  a. physical science.   b. social
science.  c. humanity.

Matching: Match the field with its
subject matter
1. The study of human
biology.
2. The study of human
communication.
3. The study of prehistoric
human behavior through artifacts.
4. scholars from any field use

Comments:

PLO Assessment Cycle: 2013-14 (Fall
2013), 2017-18 (Fall 2017)

PLO #1 Four Field Approach -
Students will demonstrate an
understanding of the four-field
approach in anthropology by
outlining each field, identifying which
aspects of the study of human beings
each field addresses and provide
examples of specializations within
each field.
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

their expertise for human
betterment.
5. The study of different
human cultures.

Choices:
a. linguistic anthro.
b. socio-cultural anthro.
c. archaeology.
d. physical anthro.
e. applied anthropology.

For my Cultural Anthropology
Classes, the assessment tool consists
of one multiple-choice question and
five matching questions. These
questions are as follows:

3. The five traditional fields of
anthropology are:

a. physical; cultural;
linguistic; archaeology, applied.

b. social; ecological;
cognitive; humanistic; functionalist.

c. primatology;
paleoanthropology; archaeology;
linguistic; aromatherapy.

d. wheat; rye; sorghum;
alfalfa; broccoli

e. physical; psycho-
cultural; behavioral; religious;
ephemeral.

Matching (a choice can be used only
once)
Choices:

7. The study of human biology.

a. linguistic anthropology
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Standard and Rubric: It is expected
that the students will achieve a
response rate of 75% correct
answers or above on each of the five
questions.
Additional Comments:

b. cultural anthropology
8. The study of human
communication.
c. archaeology.

d. physical anthropology
9. Anthropologists use their
expertise to e. applied
anthropology
improve people’s lives.

10. The study of prehistoric human
behavior through artifacts and other
enduring remains.

11. The study of different human
cultures and cultural ways of
thinking.

For my Archaeology class, the
following question was assessed:

2. Archaeology is one of the four
fields of anthropology
  a. only in the USA and Canada.
  b. in the USA, Ireland and England.
  c. in North America, England, and
continental Europe.
  d. globally.
  e. only in Canada.

Action: The last time I assessedSemester of Current Assessment: 2017-18 (Fall 2017)Exam/Test/Quiz - I assessed the PLO
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Marianne Waters
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:
Courses Associated with PLO Assessment:

this PLO in Anth 4 was in Fall
2013.  Students scored
significantly lower on the
assessment this time as compared
to last time (5% lower). I attribute
this largely to having less
anthropology majors in the class,
as I indicated above. In the past I
altered and updated my lectures
and discussion topics to better
reflect the PLO statement and saw
an improvement in the
assessment, so I’m making the
assumption that this semester’s
outcomes were an anomaly.
(02/28/2018)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Standard Met: Standard Met
Following are the percentages of students who answered
each question correctly on the midterm exam:

Question 1: 78%
Question 2: 72%
Question 3: 78%
Question 4: 84%
Question 5: 83%

The frequency of correct answers for all five questions was
79%. The most important finding to me is that a large
majority of the class understood the concepts, topics and
material that made up the PLO assessment (as well as the
lesson covering this section of the course). Even though the
average for correct answers was not quite 80% as the target
I set, it’s only off by 1%. It’s worth noting that Anth 4
generally draws a lot of anthropology majors and students
majoring in other language-related disciplines (e.g. foreign
languages, linguistics, communications) so generally the
class as a whole performs exceptionally well. This semester,
only about 20% of the class identified as anthropology
majors versus past semesters where 40-50% of the class
were majoring in anthropology. I believe this change is
largely behind the decrease in performance on these exam
questions.
 (02/28/2018)

on the midterm exam in my Anth 4
class using the following five
multiple-choice questions:

An archaeologist is an anthropologist
who:
a. studies the structure of language
b. theorizes about human evolution
c. uses cross-cultural comparison to
learn about today’s cultures
d. reconstructs past cultures using
material culture

An anthropologist who studies
ancient skeletal remains to
understand how humans evolved is
a(n):
a. archaeologist
b. physical/biological anthropologist
c. linguistic anthropologist
d. cultural anthropologist

____________________
anthropology focuses on the
relationship between language and
culture and originated in the U.S.
largely due to exposure of European
immigrants and anthropologists to
Native Americans.
a. biological/physical
b. linguistic
c. cultural
d. archaeological

The field of anthropology that
linguistic anthropology most
resembles in terms of approach,
research methods and fieldwork
requirements is:
a. archaeology
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Standard and Rubric: I expected that
at least 80% of the students would
provide the correct answers to each
of the questions used in this PLO.
Additional Comments:

b. cultural anthropology
c. physical/biological anthropology
d. none of the above; linguistic
anthropology is completely unlike
any of the other fields of
anthropology

______________ is concerned with
three main aspects of humanity:
culture, language and biology.
a. The Social Sciences
b. Linguistics
c. Academia
d. Anthropology
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Assessment: Assessment Unit Four Column
Fall 2017

El Camino: PLOs (BSS) - Philosophy

PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

PLO Status: Active

Inactive Date:
Standard and Rubric: For the regular
Intro course, the target is 70%
correct answers on questions 1,2,4,
and 5, 60% on question 3, 80% on
question 6; and overall considering
all questions together 70% correct.
The honor's class target is 10%
higher: 80% on questions 1,2,4, and
5; 70% on question 3, 90% on
question 6, and overall considering
all questions together 80% correct.

Action: Greater attention need to
be paid to the solution to the
mind-body problem and to an
even greater extent on a very
specific and somewhat difficult
argument in support of the
position that humans have free
will. During the next 2 semesters I
will monitor whether the students
are able to better grasp these
concepts due to a greater
emphasis in time and explanation
on these topics.  (12/30/2018)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
Action: Greater attention need to
be paid to the solution to the
mind-body problem, and more
importantly, to a specific
argument that supports the
position that humans have free
will. Over the next 2 semesters I
will monitor if the students
perform better on these topics.
(12/30/2018)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester of Current Assessment: 2017-18 (Fall 2017)
Standard Met: Standard Not Met
The questions which were asked and the data are attached
as related documents and I have also included the
questions below. The questions dealt with one of the three
major areas of philosophy which is called metaphysics. This
area covers the most difficult subjects in philosophy,
including the issue of whether we have free will and also
the mind-body problem. Here was the handout on the first
day:

PLO #3 Questions: Circle the correct answer

1. Karma is what type of a concept?
A) Metaphysical
B) Epistemological
C) Empirical
D) Rational

2. What is the philosophical problem of free will and
determinism?
A) How can evil exist if God is good?
B) If every event has a cause, then how can human
actions (assuming they are events) be free?
C) If we are in the image of God, then how could we
not have free will?
D) If I can sometimes or often predict the actions of
others, then it seems that they do not have free will.

Additional Comments: The honor's

Exam/Test/Quiz - Questions will be
given on the first day and then those
same questions will appear later on
the final exam to be able to assess
both improvement and knowledge
by the end of the course. The
questions will be given to a regular
Introduction to Philosophy course
(Phil. 101) and to an Honor's
Transfer Program Introduction to
Philosophy course. The same
material is covered and the same
test questions appear in both
courses. The only difference
between the courses is that there
are three additional papers required
in the honor's course.

Comments:

PLO Assessment Cycle: 2017-18 (Fall
2017)

PLO #3   Meaning of  Life - Students
who have completed the Philosophy
program will be able to identify,
explain, and evaluate the various
arguments regarding core
metaphysical issues such as free will
v. determinism, the mind-body
problem, materialism v. spiritualism
and idealism, personal identity, the
meaning of life, and whether God,
souls, heaven and hell, and karma
exist.
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Related Documents:
PLO ASSESSMENT DATA CHART Fall
2017 Metaphysics.docx
PLO 3 Fall 2017.docx

3. Professor Firestone made an argument to support
the view that humans have free will. Which of the following
best characterizes his main argument?
A. We experience free will, so we must have it.
B. It is clear that we make choices from several
options.
C. Free will is the best explanation for our choices
when the competing reasons for each choice are
incomparable.
D. Our choices always have reasons so they are not
random, and the fact that a selection is made shows that
we have free will.

4. What is the mind-body problem?
A) The problem of whether a person is essentially his
mind/thoughts or his body.
B) The problem of how the body and mind/thoughts
interact with each other since one is physical and the other
seems not to be.
C) The problem of whether or not the mind or our
thoughts can exist without the body.
D) The problem of how one can essentially be his
thoughts, including his beliefs, memories, views and
perspectives, if his thoughts are continually changing.

5. Which of the following is one of the solutions to
the mind-body problem as proposed by philosophers such
as John Searle, Gilbert Ryle, and Paul Churchland?
A) Epiphenomenalism is correct.
B) Interactionism is correct.
C) Causation is an illusion.
D) Dualism is wrong. The mind or thoughts are part
of the same physical process as the brain neurons firing.
Therefore, thoughts can cause physical actions because
thoughts themselves are physical.

6. What are the major concerns of metaphysics?
A) Things beyond the physical world, such as God,
souls, karma, and heaven.
B) Knowledge, and how certain we can be of things.

class is made up of approximately
50% honor's students in the honor's
transfer program. These students
must maintain a 3.1 average, and
overall are far superior than the
average E.C.C. student. As such, they
would be expected to perform
better. The other 50% of the class
are regular E.C.C. students.
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Randall S. Firestone
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:
Courses Associated with PLO Assessment: Philosophy 101
and Philosophy 101 Honors

C) Duties and rights.
D) Causes and effects.

Analysis:
     Question 6 was a relatively easy question which asks the
students to demonstrate that they know what metaphysics
covers. 97% of the honor's students and 82 of the students
in the regular class were able to answer this question
correctly. In both classes the great majority of the students
understood the issue of free will vs determinism and what
the mind-body problem was. Both classes also understood
that the Hindu idea of karma was a metaphysical concept.
     The difficulty appeared in the two harder questions. As
to the solution to the mind-body problem, the honor's class
did extremely well as 91% of the students were able to
answer this question correctly. We must keep in mind that
half of the students in the honor's class are not honor's
students. However, only 63% of the students answered this
question correctly in the regular Intro class, which was
below the 70% target.
    By far the most difficult question asked the students to
understand a very specific argument supporting the belief
in free will. It is actually an argument that is made by me in
a paper I published in January 2017. Only 24% of the
students in the regular Intro class were able to correctly
answer this question, while a much higher although still
somewhat disappointing 62% of the students in the honor's
class answered this question correctly. I suspect that most
of the honor's students answered the question correctly,
but the non-honor's students in that class were generally
unable to do so. Clearly, much more attention needs to be
paid to this argument in order for the regular ECC student
to understand it.  (12/30/2017)
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Assessment: Assessment Unit Four Column
Fall 2017

El Camino: PLOs (BSS) - Sociology

PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

PLO Status: Active

Inactive Date:

Standard and Rubric: To be
determined by individual instructor
for each assessment.

Semester of Current Assessment: 2017-18 (Fall 2017)
Standard Met: Standard Met
PLO #1 (Sociological Theoretical Perspectives) states:
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose
of theoretical perspectives and apply sociological
perspectives such as functionalism, conflict theory, and
interactionism to social scenarios.

PLO #1 correlates with SLO#1 measured in each sociology
class, which also measures the purpose and application of
sociological theoretical perspectives.  Therefore, data
collected on SLO#1 for the following sociology courses:
Sociology 101, 102, 104, 107, 108, and 112 provides
evaluation material to assess PLO #1.

Eight instructors assessed SLO#1 in a total of sixteen
sections using a variety of assessment methods including
quizzes, exams, and written assignments.  SLO #1 was
assessed for Sociology 102, 104, 108, and 112 during the
spring 2017 semester and Sociology 101 and 107 were
assessed in the fall of 2017 in traditional face-to-face
classes, on-line classes, Student Equity Reenvisioned (SER)
classes, and classes in the Honors Transfer Program.

Analysis of SLO #1 data for the above classes indicated that
SLO standards were met in each section assessed.  Outcome
assessments clearly indicate that our students understand
the purpose of sociological theoretical perspectives and
demonstrate the ability to apply perspectives to social

Additional Comments:

Multiple Assessments - With the
exception of SOCI 9 which is cross-
listed as PSYCH 9a and is assessed by
faculty in the Psychology
Department, the Sociology
Department has developed two SLOs
per course which are directly aligned
with corresponding PLOs.  The
Department will assess odd
numbered courses each fall
semester and even numbered
courses in the spring.  Each
instructor will assess his or her own
class(es) utilizing a variety of
assessment methods, including
quizzes, exams, and written
assignments.  Data for SLO #1 from
Spring 2107 and Fall 2017 is used to
assess PLO #1 for Fall 2017.
Faculty will determine their own
rubric and standard and target for
success for each assessment.

Comments:

PLO Assessment Cycle: 2014-15 (Fall
2014), 2017-18 (Fall 2017), 2019-20
(Fall 2019)

PLO #1   Theoretical Perspectives -
Students will apply sociological
theoretical perspectives to specific
scenarios and demonstrate an
understanding of the purpose of
sociological theoretical perspectives.
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PLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Melissa Fujiwara
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Aguilera, Peter; Allen,
Stacey;  Dowden, Sue;  Din, Mediha;  Fujiwara, Melissa;
Rodriguez, Jessica;  Stone, Kell;  Wosick, Kassia
Courses Associated with PLO Assessment: Sociology 101,
102, 104, 107, 108, 112
Related Documents:
PLO#1 Grids.docx

scenarios.  Despite successfully meeting established
standards for SLO#1 in each section assessed, faculty in the
sociology department strive to enhance outcomes even
further on future assessments of SLO #1 through various
action plans such as: improving use of recordings and media
(on-line classes), using current events and student’s
experiences to help them relate to the material,
incorporating in-class activities to make class material more
relatable, and developing review sessions.

Successful assessment outcome for SLO#1 in each section
assessed by sociology faculty indicates that as a
department, we are successfully supporting the larger
program goals as identified by PLO#1.  Indeed, data
provided by assessments of SLO#1 during Spring 2017 and
Fall 2017 demonstrate that students enrolled in the
sociology classes assessed during the stated semesters
completed their coursework with a solid grounding in
theoretical perspectives of the discipline as well as how to
apply those theoretical frameworks to social scenarios.
 (02/26/2018)
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