FALL 2014 Course SLO Assessment Reports - 4-Column
El Camino College
El Camino: Course SLOs (BSS) - Philosophy
Course SLOs 1 and ctu.unitid = 713
ECC: PHIL 14 - Asian Philosophy - SLO #1
Competing Philosophies - Students will be able
to explain the different approaches of the two
major competing philosophies of China-Taoism
and Confucianism.
Course SLO Assessment Cycle:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Input Date:
02/26/2014
Course SLO Status:
Active
ECC: PHIL 23 - Ethics, Law and Society - SLO
#1 Primary Moral Theories - Students will be
able to identify the primary moral theories, be
able to distinguish the major differences between
the theories, and be able to evaluate the general
strengths and weaknesses of each theory.
Course SLO Assessment Cycle:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Input Date:
11/08/2013
Course SLO Status:
Active

04/28/2015 3:23 PM

Assessment Methods & Standard and Target
for Success / Tasks

Assessment Method Description:
Moral Theories presented: Hobbes, Cicero,
Aquinas, Mill, Kant
The beginning of every semester every student is
given a dilemma they are to analyze a relation to
moral values, political ideologies and theories as
to how this position instructs. Their essays are
returned to them at the end of the semester and
they are asked to include what they had written
on the first day. The rewrite should include an
extensive presentation of the theories they
alluded to in the initial essay and their strengths
and weaknesses.
Assessment Method:
Case Study
Standard and Target for Success:
The rewrite of the students original paper should
exhibit extensive improvement in comprehension
of the philosophical theories they initially
referred to in an oblique fashion. They should be
comfortable reorganizing the differences and
similarities among the moral theories they have
studied throughout the semester. For example
they should be able to identify and analyze the
differences and similarities between
consequentialist moral theories and deontological
moral theories and their relationship to political
ideologies. Their essay must also include an
evaluation of the strengths and weakness of the
theories under consideration. It is expected that
70% of students will score 75% or above on the
SLO.

Results

Action & Follow-Up

02/09/2015 - The success rate on presentation of the
moral theories were close to the expectation of 70% of
the students scoring above average and average on the
ability to present the theories. However, their
comprehension and ability to evaluate the respective
strengths and weaknesses of the moral theories was
only 55%. The students who were not enrolled in the
Honors program consistently performed below those
students in the Honor Transfer Program. This particular
semester there was a large population of the non honors
student enrolled in the class. Generally they do not have
the required critical thinking skills as well as the
writing ability to present the theories and critically
evaluate their strengths and weaknesses. As a result the
score on the SLO was compromised.
Standard Met? :
No
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Faculty Assessment Leader:
Joan Thureson
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:
Joan Thureson

05/15/2015 - I have created small
reviewing units combining Honor
Transfer Program students with non
HTP students. These units are
structured to provide non HTP with the
opportunity to acquire the academic
skills that the HTP students possess in
basically a small teaching unit. I have to
structure these units more carefully to
include writing assignments that will
improve their critical thinking skills. I
also will have to provide more take
home writing assignments that can e
brought into these units for comment
and analysis.
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Action Category:
Teaching Strategies
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ECC: PHIL 7 - Philosophy of Religion - SLO #1
Distinguishing Foundations - Students will be
able to distinguish the foundations of belief in
physical objects vs. metaphysical concepts, such
as a God, souls, and heaven and hell, and how
this understanding fosters both tolerance toward
the religious beliefs of others and a deeper
understanding of their own religious beliefs.
Course SLO Assessment Cycle:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Input Date:
11/08/2013
Course SLO Status:
Active

04/28/2015 3:23 PM

Assessment Methods & Standard and Target
for Success / Tasks
Assessment Method Description:
Six Multiple choice questions taken from 3
separate tests.
Assessment Method:
Exam/Test/Quiz
Standard and Target for Success:
It is expected that considering the 6 questions as
a whole, 70% of the student answers will be
correct. As to each individual question, the
following is the rubric:
80% or more of the students answered the
questions correctly: Excellent
70-80% of the students answered the question
correctly: Good
60-70% of the students answered the questions
correctly: Fair
50-60% of the students answered the question
correctly: Minimally acceptable
Under 50% of the students answered the question
correctly: Unacceptable

Results

Action & Follow-Up

12/16/2014 - Attached are the 6 questions, and also the
SLO Assessment Data Chart. Overall, taken the 6
questions together, the students answered correctly 68%
of the time, slightly falling short of the goal of 70%. As
to questions #1 on Hinduism and Metaphysics, #5 on
Ayers views on metaphysics, and Kierkegaard's view of
what it is to be a true Christian, the students performed
excellently, answering correctly 96%, 85%, and 83% of
the time, respectively. Moreover, they showed great
improvement from their answers to these questions that
were provided on the first day. On questions 1 they
improved from 59% to 96%, on question 5 they
improved from 37% to 85%, and on question 6 they
improved from only 15% of the students answering
correctly to 83% doing so. It should be noted that
questions 5 and 6 were taken from tests 2 and 3, while
the first 4 questions were taken from the first test.
Questions 2, 3, and 4 were not so favorable. The
students showed must more modest improvement from
their answers on the first day. Question 2 showed only a
5% improvement from 37% to 42%, questions 3 on
Buddhism's Middle Path showed improvement from
40% to 58%, and Question 4 on Taoism's metaphor of
the uncarved block went from 33% of the students
answering correctly on the first day to 50% answering
correctly. Question 2's 42% is unacceptable, whild
question 3 and 4's 58% and 50% rate of correct answers
was only minimally acceptable. Students should be
understanding the concepts tested in those questions at
a higher rate.
Overall on the first day, students answered the
questions correctly 37% of the time. Since there were 4
choices for the first 5 questions, and 5 choices for the
6th question, if the students knew nothing then we
would expect them to get the answers correctly only
about 25% of the time. How can we account for the
higher %? First, some students in the class had me
previously and would have been taught some of these
subjects in my other classes. Second, some of the
students may have taken other philosophy classes from
other professors and covered these subjects. Third,
some of the students may already have been familiar
with some of the material. Fourth, some of the multiple
choice options may have been easy to rule out, so as to
make the ultimate choice more likely to be correct. In
fact, question #1 had an unusually high rate of correct
answers on the first day of class before the subject was
taught, and in looking at the question I believe that the
three wrong answers may not have been viewed as
viable choices. As such, I will attempt to come up with
more plausible wrong alternatives so that the students'
improvement can accurately be measured.

12/15/2015 - As to questions 3, 4, and
5, added emphasis on these subjects will
be taken. Specifically, regarding
question 3, the students should
understand Buddha's Middle Path, and
additional emphasis will be placed on
this subject. Regarding question 4 on
Taoism, I can see that all but 2 of the
students who missed the question went
for choice B which is almost identical to
the correct choice C. In the future, I will
change choice B so there is no
confusion. As to question #2 on how the
Bhagavad Gita solves a moral dilemma
with a metaphysical belief, greater
emphasis will be placed on this.
Admittedly, this is one of the tougher
questions on the test, and we would not
expect the great majority of students to
get this question right, although a good
student should remember this. As
previously stated, question #1s choices
will also be redone so that the correct
answer is not so obvious and therefore
the student's knowledge of the subject is
truly being tested.
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Action Category:
Teaching Strategies
12/16/2014 - Put greater emphasis on
question 3 regarding Buddhism's
Middle Path, and question 2 regarding
how the Bhagavad Gita solves a moral
dilemma with a metaphysical belief.
Redo question one so that the wrong
alternatives are not so obviously wrong,
and change alternative B in question #4
regarding Taoism because it is the
choice that almost all of the students
picked who missed the question, and
that alternative is almost the same as the
correct one (C).
Action Category:
Teaching Strategies
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Assessment Methods & Standard and Target
for Success / Tasks

Results

Action & Follow-Up

We should note that questions 3 and 5 were
previously assessed in 2012. In 2012, the students
answered question 3 about Buddhism's Middle Path at a
26% rate on the first day, and at a 59% rate at the time
of the exam. This was identified as a question that
required additional emphasis, and I tried to do so, but
the current class in 2014 ended up almost identically-going from 40% to 58%. This will need to be addressed
further.
As to question #5, in 2012 the students went from
16% correctly answering the question to 77%. The
2014 class actually performed better in that 85%
answered the question correctly.
I have taught this class once per year for over 10
years, and it was my impression based on both class
participation and test results, which included essay
answers, that this class was the weakest I have ever had
for this subject. In order to test that theory, I went back
and reviewed the answers my Intro to Philosophy
students gave me to questions 2, 3, and 4, which were
on my Intro test too. It should be noted that Hinduism is
covered in one day in the Intro class, and Buddhism is
also covered in 1 day in the Intro class. In my Religion
class we spend at least 1 1/2 sessions on each subject,
so they are covered somewhat more thoroughly. As
such, my Philosophy of Religion students invariably
perform better than my Intro students on these
questions. Such was not the case this semester. On
question 4 on Taoism, 64% of my Intro students
answered the question correctly, while only 50% of the
Philosophy of Religion students answered it correctly.
As to questions 2 and 3, my Intro students answered
correctly at 41% and 61% rates, very close to my
Religion class rates of 42% and 58%. However, as it is
expected they would do better, it is clear to me that this
was in fact an exceptionally weak class--as my basic
notes are the same for each class. The religion class had
the opportunity to explore Hinduism and Buddhism in
greater depth, so would be expected to perform at a
higher level.
Standard Met? :
No
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Faculty Assessment Leader:
Professor Randy Firestone
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