Course SLO Assessment Report - 4-Column
El Camino College
El Camino: Course SLOs (NSC) - Environmental Horticulture
Assessment Methods & Standard and Target
for Success / Tasks
ECC: HORT 41 - General Horticulture - SLO #2 Assessment Method Description:
Classifying Plants - The successful General
The General Horticulture student was given a
Horticulture student will be able classify a plant scrambled list or “word bank” of the words used
using the plant binomial nomenclature system.
to categorize and classify plants from plant
family to the individual species. The list is:
Course SLO Assessment Cycle:
Kingdom, division, class, order, family, genus,
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
species and variety.
Input Date:
Assessment Method:
11/12/2013
Exam/Test/Quiz
Course SLO Status:
Standard and Target for Success:
Active
The successful student will correctly order the list
from the given word bank.
The moderately successful student will get two
words out of order
The unsuccessful student will not be able to
correctly order the word bank.
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Results

Action & Follow-Up

01/07/2015 - Number of responders – 23;
Successful correct responses – 16 . . . 16/23 or 70%;
Moderately successful correct responses – 3 . . . 3/23 or
13%;
Incorrect responses – 4 . . . 4/23 or 17%;

12/18/2015 - This exercise will be given
again, but preceding the exercise, more
time will be dedicated to lecture on the
technique and more practice exercises
will be given.

The data show that only 5 out of 12, or about 42%,
were able to correctly select and space sprinkler nozzles Action Category:
along both sides of the given parkway area. Two out of Teaching Strategies
the 12 (17%) were able to place sprinkler nozzles along
both sides of the given parkway area but were off in
their head spacing resulting in some dry spots. The
other 5 out of 12 (42%) were not able to select the
correct sprinkler nozzles, space them correctly or place
them along both sides of the given area.
Standard Met? :
Yes
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Faculty Assessment Leader:
Ron LaFond

ECC: HORT 46 - Pest Control - SLO #2 Orders
of Pests - The successful pest control student will
be able to determine the different orders of the
various pests found in landscapes.
Course SLO Assessment Cycle:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Input Date:
11/12/2013
Course SLO Status:
Active

Assessment Method Description:
The Pest Control student was given a list of 16
weed species and asked to categorize the weeds
by their life-cycles of cool season annuals, warm
season annuals or perennials by selecting three
(3) weed species for each category. Nine (9)
points were possible. An understanding of
landscape weed life-cycles is important for
effective weed control in the landscape.
Assessment Method:
Exam/Test/Quiz

01/07/2015 - Number of responders – 12; Correct
responses – 9 . . . 7/12 or 58%; Correct responses – 8 . .
. 1/12 or 8%; Correct responses – 7 . . . 1/12 or 8%;
Correct responses – 6 or less . . . 4/12 or 33%

ECC: HORT 55 - Plant Identification - Trees SLO #2 Selecting Trees - The successful Plant
ID-Tree student will be able to select trees based
on environmental conditions, space constraints
and design needs.

Assessment Method Description:
The Tree Identification was given a list of three
trees and asked which tree would be most
suitable for a backyard, poolside/patio landscape
and why? Tabebuia chrysotricha, Schefflera

01/07/2015 - Number of responders – 16; Score 3
responses – 1 . . . 1/16 or 6%; Score 2 responses – 3 . . .
3/16 or 19%; Score 1 responses – 2 . . . 2/16 or 13%;
Score 1 responses – 10 . . . 10/16 or 63%; The data
show that 1 student out of 16, was able to correctly
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12/18/2015 - The next incarnation of
this exercise will include additional
questions asking the Pest Control
student to provide three (3) means of
control for each of the three life-cycle
The data show that 8 out of 12, or about 67%, were able categories of the weed list given.
to correctly assess weed species by the life-cycles of the
given weeds.
Action Category:
Teaching Strategies
Standard Met? :
Yes
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Faculty Assessment Leader:
Ron LaFond
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12/18/2015 - It is apparent that students
are spending no extra time studying the
given materials. The class will not be
“dumbed down” to accommodate those
students. Instead, students will be given
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Assessment Methods & Standard and Target
for Success / Tasks

Results

Action & Follow-Up

Course SLO Assessment Cycle:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Input Date:
11/12/2013
Course SLO Status:
Active

pueckleri or Ficus macrophylla. Schefflera
pueckleri would be the correct response. Reason:
large foliage makes for easy cleanup/retrieval
from a pool as well as deep rooted. Tabebuia
impetiginosa would be an incorrect response.
Reason: although Tabebuia impetiginosa is
deeply rooted, it has small leaves and is
deciduous making it “messy” and difficult to
retrieve foliage from a pool. Ficus macrophylla
would be an incorrect response. Reason: Ficus
macrophylla has large foliage making for easy
clean-up; it is shallow rooted potentially causing
damage to pools and patios.
Assessment Method:
Exam/Test/Quiz
Standard and Target for Success:
Score 3 will correctly select the tree species and
give viable reasons as to why.;
Score 2 student will correctly select the tree
species and may only identify one reason as to
why.;
Score 1 student will correctly identify the tree
species without giving reasons as to why.
Score 0 student will incorrectly identify the tree
species and will be unable to give reasons as to
why.

respond the “which tree” question. This question was
given to the class with no prior “warning” of the
question coming. The indication is that no additional
study of individual plants except for the spelling of the
Genus species and common names of the plants
studied. All students are given plant identification
sheets for each plant covered in the walkabout lectures.
The relevant information is also discussed during those
same walkabouts. Several of the responses also indicate
that many of the students seem to be incapable of
responding in more than “one word” responses such as
“messy” or “roots.” I can guess at what they mean but
can only wonder if they really know what they mean.
Standard Met? :
No
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Faculty Assessment Leader:
Ron LaFond

regular exercises to encourage their use
of the plant identification sheets, the
required text (The New Sunset Western
Garden Book), and whatever other
sources of information at their disposal.

ECC: HORT 60 - Basic Landscape Irrigation SLO #2 Sprinkler Heads - The successful basic
landscape irrigation student will be able to select
suitable sprinkler heads and nozzles based on a
given landscape area.
Course SLO Assessment Cycle:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Input Date:
11/12/2013
Course SLO Status:
Active

Assessment Method Description:
The Basic Landscape Irrigation student was
given a drawing of a turf area parkway strip
measuring 29’-6” by 6’-3”. The student was
asked to select the correct sprinkler nozzles from
a list of basic pop-up spray heads; determine the
correct head spacing and row spacing using the
correct head spacing and row spacing formulas.
Missed head spacing will result in unacceptable
“dry spots” in a lawn area.
Assessment Method:
Exam/Test/Quiz
Standard and Target for Success:
The successful student will correctly space
irrigation heads along both sides along the given
parkway area.
The moderately successful student will
incorrectly space irrigation heads but still along
both sides along the given parkway area.
The unsuccessful student will incorrectly space
heads and with heads only placed along one side
or down the middle of the given area.

01/07/2015 - Number of responders – 12; Successful
correct responses – 5 . . . 5/12 or 42%; Moderately
successful correct responses – 2 . . . 2/12 or 17%;
Incorrect responses – 5 . . . 5/12 or 42%;

12/18/2015 - This exercise will be given
again, but preceding the exercise, more
time will be dedicated to lecture on the
technique and more practice exercises
will be given.
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Action Category:
Teaching Strategies

The data show that only 5 out of 12, or about 42%,
were able to correctly select and space sprinkler nozzles
along both sides of the given parkway area. Two out of Action Category:
the 12 (17%) were able to place sprinkler nozzles along Teaching Strategies
both sides of the given parkway area but were off in
their head spacing resulting in some dry spots. The
other 5 out of 12 (42%) were not able to select the
correct sprinkler nozzles, space them correctly or place
them along both sides of the given area.
Standard Met? :
No
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted:
2014-15 (Fall 2014)
Faculty Assessment Leader:
Ron LaFond
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