Assessment: Course Four Column
FALL 2015

El Camino: Course SLOs (BSS) - History
ECC: HIST 102:U.S. History from 1877 to the Present
Course SLOs
SLO #1 Developing and Arguing a
Persuasive Historical Thesis - Upon
completion of United States History
1877 to the present, students will be
able to develop and persuasively
argue a historical thesis in a written
assignment that identifies and
explains major social, economic,
political and/or cultural historical
themes or patterns in United States
history from 1877 to the present and
apply appropriate historical methods
to analyze and use primary and/or
secondary sources as evidence to
support the thesis.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201516 (Fall 2015)
Input Date: 12/12/2013

06/27/2016

Assessment Method
Description
Essay/Written Assignment Students were given an in-class
essay examination. In completing
this exam, students were asked to
address the questions providing
supporting evidence from lectures,
secondary sources and primary
sources. Their exam also asked that
they develop a historical argument
and that the essay have an
introduction, body and conclusion.
Standard and Target for Success:
based on the rubric used it is
expected that 50% of students will
score 3 or above on this SLO.

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Thesis = 3.32 Organization and Argumentation = 3.2
Historical Content = 3.24 Sources and Evidence = 3.44.
Review of the data produced by the rubric shows that
students in general performed well in addressing all of the
essay's components. However, if the one area that needed
improvement was more effective use of the textbook
content. As with all textbooks, the sheer magnitude and
details the one used in my class can be overwhelming for
student. Clearly, this is one area where an intervention
could change student approach and mastery of textbook
content.
(02/01/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Arhtur Verge

Action: Students historically make
the mistake of reading most of the
textbook assignments at one sitting.
This prevents them from effectively
extracting the information necessary
to incorporate into classroom
assessments. Since my information
sheet on writing has been received
well by students, I will be composing
a similar one for reading a textbook.
This information sheet will introduce
them to the recency effect and will
emphasize the importance of
previewing the textbook, reading
actively and reviewing. (02/01/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
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ECC: HIST 108:U.S. History: The American Indian Experience
Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

SLO #1 Developing and Arguing a
Persuasive Historical Thesis - Upon
completion of United States History:
The American Indian Experience,
students will be able to develop and
persuasively argue a historical thesis
in a written assignment that identifies
and explains major social, economic,
political and/or cultural historical
themes or patterns in American
Indians history and apply appropriate
historical methods to analyze and use
primary and/or secondary sources as
evidence to support the thesis.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201516 (Fall 2015)
Input Date: 12/12/2013

Essay/Written Assignment Students identify and conduct a little
research on a "current issue" about
any aspect of American Indian life,
and explain the historical
developments that have led to the
issue in any essay. Students also
complete a series of Preparation
Assignments prior to writing the
essay.
Standard and Target for Success: I
have not had a "standard for
success" in the past. Now that I have
reviewed students' grades for
several semesters, going back to Fall
2012, I am able to establish a
standard and target for success.

Results
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Students in one section fell well below the standard of 68%
of students getting a score of 65% or higher. In that section,
only 52% of students achieved that. However, in the other
section, 80% of students achieved a score of at least 65%.
Taken together, 66% of total students achieved the
standard. (02/12/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Emily Rader
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: none

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
See attached rubric for details.
The Current Issues Project essay is worth 100 points. Points
for the essay are divided into categories, with points
assigned to (01/28/2016)
Over the course of 6 semesters and
Faculty Assessment Leader: Emily Rader
8 sections, students' scores on the
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: none
Current Issue Project have fluctuated Related Documents:
wildly. On average, 68% of students
achieved scores equivalent to 65% of
the total points for the assignment.
The range of percentages of
students getting 65% of total points
has ranged from 52% to 88%.
Based on the average achievement
of 65% (68% of students), I think that
the standard for success can be
considered to be 68%, and the target
for success for future semesters can
be slightly higher, 70%.

Reviewer's Comments: Students
can, and have, passed the course
06/27/2016

Actions
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Action: Add another SLO for history
courses that evaluates students'
basic historical knowledge of
important events and developments.
(02/12/2016)
Action Category: SLO/PLO
Assessment Process

Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

with a grade of "C," and sometimes
higher, even though they received
grades below 65% of total points for
the assignment because students
gain points throughout the semester
on a variety of written assignments
and quizzes. Similarly, students who
achieve a high grade on the Current
Issues Project do not always get an
"A" or "B' for the course because
their work throughout the semester
may have been weak.
However, the number of students
receiving a course grade of "C" or
higher roughly corresponds to the
number of students that received
C.I. Project scores of 65% or higher.
See attached chart.

06/27/2016
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Actions

ECC: HIST 129:History of Los Angeles
Course SLOs
SLO #1 Developing and Arguing a
Persuasive Historical Thesis - Upon
completion of History of Los Angeles,
students will be able to develop and
persuasively argue a historical thesis
in a written assignment that identifies
and explains major social, economic,
political and/or cultural historical
themes or patterns in Los Angeles
history and apply appropriate
historical methods to analyze and use
primary and/or secondary sources as
evidence to support the thesis.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201516 (Fall 2015)
Input Date: 12/12/2013

Assessment Method
Description
Essay/Written Assignment - This
assessment assesses one reading
review question in an assignment
that included 4 questions and 5
chapters/essays of assigned reading.
For the question assessed, students
read two chapters about Hollywood
history written by authors with
contrasting historical approaches.
Students were asked to describe and
compare and contrast the authors'
approaches. They also needed to
explain which approach they
preferred and why. Students were
directed to provide evidence from
the readings to support their
answers.
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that students will
achieve an overall 3.0 on the
assessment rubric. The standard for
this course is high because it is
usually linked with English 1A
through the First Year Experience
and generally enrolls stronger
students than in my other history
courses. The success and retention
rates in this class are high.
Related Documents:
Assessment Rubric.docx

06/27/2016

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Assessment Results (please refer to the rubric)
Thesis 2.7
Organization 2.9
Content 3.4
Sources 3.3
Style and Grammar 3.3
Average: 3.12

Action: Students will be be provided
with additional instruction in how to
develop and write central arguments
for short answer essay questions. In
addition, they will be instructed in
how to write topic sentences for
paragraphs and how to organize
information. (02/08/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Students met the overall standard of a 3.0 average. In their
reading review answers, students performed well in
explaining the necessary historical content and in providing
evidence from the readings. They also were sufficient in
writing. The students in this course are part of a First Year
Experience cohort that is linked with an English 1A course,
so it is not surprising that these students tend to be
stronger writers overall than those in my other classes. In
fact, they tend to be stronger students overall.
Students exceeded the standard in the areas of content,
sources, and style and grammar. However, they did not
meet the standard for the thesis and organization, earning
only 2.7 and 2.9 respectively. Because this course is linked
with English 1A, it is the only course in which I do not
require a 5-7 page written paper. Students are working
extensively on papers related to LA history in their English
1A course. Instead, this course requires 3 reading reviews
of 4-6 questions each. Because it lacks a paper, in this
course I do not give my usual instruction in writing a thesis
and organizing a paper. Consequently, I need to provide
more instruction in how to organize a short essay answer.
Students need to instructed in how to create an answer
summary, topic sentences to paragraphs, and logically
organized information and evidence. (02/08/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Christina Gold
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ECC: HIST 162:History of Early Britain
Course SLOs
SLO #1 Developing and Arguing a
Persuasive Historical Thesis - Upon
completion of History of Early Britain,
students will be able to develop and
persuasively argue a historical thesis
in a written assignment that identifies
and explains major social, economic,
political and/or cultural historical
themes or patterns in early British
history and apply appropriate
historical methods to analyze and use
primary and/or secondary sources as
evidence to support the thesis.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201516 (Fall 2015)
Input Date: 12/12/2013

06/27/2016

Assessment Method
Description
Exam/Test/Quiz - Students were
assigned a take home written
Midterm Exam of 4 to 5 pages in
length. The exam was comprised of a
series of questions requiring the
students to develop an independent
thesis and to present an in-depth
argument based on a critical
assessment of course material. Prior
to writing the exam, students were
given a handout with detailed
instructions for writing analytical
essays which was discussed in class
along with an explanation of the
exam questions; in addition,
students were encouraged to discuss
their outlines with the instructor and
work with a tutor at the Writing
Center.
Standard and Target for Success:
Assessment Rubric is attached.
It is expected 80% of students will
score 2.0 or above on this SLO.

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2013-14 (Fall
2013)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Midterm Exam results:
Thesis = 2.0 with 63% of students achieving 2.0 or better
Organization and Argumentation = 1.8 with 68% of students
achieving 2.0 or better
Historical Content = 2.4 with 88% of students achieving 2.0
or better
Sources and Evidence = 2.2 with 82% of students achieving
2.0 or better
Total: 2.1 with 74% of students achieving 2.0 or above.

Action: History courses properly
taught are writing intensive, thus
ideally class sizes should be reduced
to 30 or 35 students so that
instructors can provide students with
more individual attention and
opportunity to practice their skills.
Students can also greatly benefit
from having access to specially
trained tutors who can guide a
student’s thought process in creating
thesis statements and organizing
effective arguments. (01/30/2015)
Action Category: Program/College
Support
Action: Members of the History
Department have repeatedly
discussed the need to hire and train
tutors to work with History students
in developing skills related to
historical thinking and argument. This
is an effort that should be collectively
taken by members of the History
Department. (01/30/2015)
Action Category: Program/College
Support
Action: This was the first exam
assignment requiring the writing and
supporting of thesis statements.
After the exam was returned, exams
were reviewed with students
focusing primarily on thesis
statements and organizing
arguments.
Students who achieved a grade
below a C were given the opportunity
to rewrite their exams

The results show that students have difficulty in composing
thesis statements. Since the thesis statement provides the
framework for organization and argument it’s to be
expected that this aspect of the exam was also weak.
Students did a good job on identifying sources and evidence
relevant to the questions contributing to a good level of
success in these categories.
(11/15/2013)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Jason Suarez
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Dr. Florence Baker
Related Documents:
Standards Rubric (2) Hist 162.doc
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions
only after reviewing with me their
outlines showing thesis statements
and plan of argument along with
supporting evidence. Many students
are only beginning to learn how to
answer questions that require an
independent analysis of course
material rather than memorization
and repetition, and the transition to
thinking critically about course
material is challenging. More
opportunity to practice analytical
writing and more one-on-one
tutoring is needed to guide students
in developing college level skills.
(01/30/2015)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Multiple Assessments - Final grades,
based on five (5) assessments were
used (final exam, midterm exam,
research paper, homework, and
extra credit.
Standard and Target for Success:
70% of students will earn a C or
above on each assignment.

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
For this assessment N-21 students.
FINAL GRADES
A - 29% B- 33% C-19% D-5% F-14% ( 80% earned 70% or
above)
BREAKDOWN OF ASSIGNMENTS
Final Exam (25% of grade - 80% earned 70% or above)
A -14%, B-52% C -14% D 0% F 19%
Midterm Exam (25% of grade – 71% earned 70% or above)
A-14% B -33% C-24% D – 5% F 24%
Research Paper (35% of grade – 76% earned 70% or above)
A-38% B – 33% C -5% D 1% F 24%
Homework (15% of grade – 91% earned 70% or above)
A – 48% B – 0% C – 43% D 0% F 10%

06/27/2016
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Action: Develop a more authentic
assessment tools to measure this SLO
instead of using grades.
(09/01/2018)
Action Category: SLO/PLO
Assessment Process

Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results
Extra Credit (Optional Assignment 5% of grade – 57%
earned 70% or above)
A 52% B 0% C 5% D 0% F 43%
Based on the grades for each assignment, the standard for
this SLO was met.
(03/01/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Florence Baker
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Janet Young

06/27/2016
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Actions

