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ECC: PHIL 105:Critical Thinking and Discourse

Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

SLO #1   Errors in Reasoning -
Students will be able to recognize and
evaluate both errors in reasoning,
including the primary fallacies, and
linguistic techniques used in
statements and arguments.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 2015-
16 (Fall 2015)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

Exam/Test/Quiz - Near the
beginning of the semester and then
near the end, students are given a
quiz consisting in 10 short answer
questions, in which students identify
the main informal fallacy in a piece
of text. The questions cover a
representative sampling of common
informal fallacies
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 80% of students will
score 75% or above on this SLO.

2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Students fell short of the antecedent expectations. The
average score on the first assessment was 4.1%, which is
expected (as they are not common knowledge). Score
averages increased to 67.2% on the final assessments.
Student performance was highest on questions 3 (appeal to
ignorance: 94% answered correctly), 7 (slippery slope: 97%
answered correctly, and 9 (ad hominem: 91% answered
correctly).  Performance was lowest on questions 4 (post
hoc: 28% answered correctly) and 8 (genetic fallacy: 25%
answered correctly). Changes will be made accordingly in
teaching and group work to emphasize these fallacies.
(02/05/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Felipe Leon
Related Documents:
PHIL 105 SLO 1 ASSESSMENT TABLES FALL 2015.docx
PHIL 105 SLO 1 AVERAGES F'15.xlsx
PHIL 105 SLO 1 Assignment.docx

Action: Spend more time teaching
the informal fallacies.
Spend more time teaching the post
hoc and genetic fallacies.
Construct and disseminate a new
group work assignment on the
informal fallacies. (02/05/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall



ECC: PHIL 107:Philosophy of Religion

Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

SLO #2  Belief in Immortal Souls -
Students will be able to articulate the
arguments for and problems
regarding the beliefs in immortal
souls, heaven and hell.

Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 2015-
16 (Fall 2015)

Course SLO Status: Active

Input Date: 11/08/2013

Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 80% of students will
average 75% or above on this SLO.

Faculty Assessment Leader: Felipe Leon
Related Documents:
PHIL 107 SLO 3 ASSESSMENT TABLES FALL 2015.docx
PHIL 107 SLO Assessment 1.docx
PHIL 107 SLO 3 Averages.xlsx

Action: Spend more lecture time
discussing Descartes’ argument and
distinguishing it from Jackson’s
argument.
Add a group work exercise on their
views of the nature of the mind and
its relation to the body. (02/05/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Students met the original expectations. The average score
on the first SLO was 32.9%, which is about what one would
expect on chance alone. The average score increased to
77%. Students found the 3rd problem most difficult, which
focused on Descartes’s argument for substance dualism,
i.e., of the existence of the soul (56% of students answered
correctly on the 2nd test). I suspect this was due to it being
somewhat similar to Frank Jackson’s argument for property
dualism. I plan to spend more lecture time discussing
Descartes’ argument and distinguishing it from Jackson’s
argument. I also plan to add a groupwork exercise on their
views of the nature of the mind.  (02/05/2016)

Exam/Test/Quiz - At the beginning
of the semester and then near the
end, students are given 5 multiple
choice questions on traditional
concepts of the self, the soul, the
afterlife, and immortality.
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ECC: PHIL 111:History of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy

Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

SLO #1  Pre-Socratic Philosophers -
Students will be able to demonstrate
an understanding of the various
beliefs of and disagreements
between the pre-Socratic
philosophers.

Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 2015-
16 (Fall 2015)

Course SLO Status: Active

Input Date: 11/08/2013
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 70% of students will
score a 75% or above.

Faculty Assessment Leader: Elizabeth Shadish
Related Documents:
Philosophy 111 Data - Shadish Fall 2015.docx
PHIL 111 SLO Assessment and Key.docx

Action: Revise Question #3 to be
more clear for students in order to
better determine their understanding
of Homer's ideas of justice.
(08/23/2018)
Action Category: SLO/PLO
Assessment Process

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Students did not meet the standards for Question 1(33%)
and Question 2 (29%), nearly met the standard for Question
3 (71%) and exceeded the standards for Question 4 ( 76%)
and Question 5 (90%).

Overall, the class average improved from 2.5 to 3.0 percent.
Students improved in all test questions except for Question
3 about Homer. This was the only True/False question on
the test.

Question number 3 may have been confusing to students.

 (See attached charts.)
 (02/23/2016)

Exam/Test/Quiz - Students will be
given a pre and post-test. On the
first day of  class, students will be
given 5 multiple choice questions
dealing with Myth and PreSocratics,
and those same questions will
appear on their second test.  The
results will be compared.
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ECC: PHIL 114:Asian Philosophy

Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

SLO #2  Ethical and Metaphysical
Ideas - Students will be able to
explain the major ethical and
metaphysical ideas of the two major
religions of India, Hinduism and
Buddhism, and the ways that
Buddhism departed from Hinduism.

Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 2015-
16 (Fall 2015)

Course SLO Status: Active

Input Date: 11/08/2013

Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 70% of the students
will be able to answer each question
correctly, and that looking at all of
the questions taken together as a
whole, there is an overall correct
answer rate of 70%.

Action: The students did great on the
questions covered in this SLO. Next
time, test some of the more difficult
concepts.  (01/27/2017)
Action Category: SLO/PLO
Assessment Process

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
     On the first day the following six multiple choice
questions were administered to the students:

ASIAN PHILOSOPHY SLO #2 QUESTIONS FALL 2015

1. Which of the following is NOT true of the Hindu idea of
karma?
(A) Karma is a principle of cause and effect.
(B) Karma is the law that one’s thoughts, words and
actions have an ethical consequence that fixes one’s lot in
future existences (lives).
(C) One’s karma is either a reward or punishment
from God or the Gods.
(D) One could say that the law of karma is a law of
ultimate justice.

2. The Bhagavad Gita is an example of which of the
following?
(A) How a moral dilemma can only be solved only
with moral principles.
(B) How a moral dilemma can be solved by a
metaphysical belief.
(C) How a moral dilemma can be solved by an
epistemological belief.
(D) How a moral dilemma can never be solved in any
satisfactory way.

3. What does “asceticism” mean?
(A) Non-violence.
(B) A denial of bodily pleasures for spiritual or
religious reasons.
(C) Avoidance of all attachments.
(D) Peace of mind.

Exam/Test/Quiz - Six multiple choice
questions on some of the major
concepts and ideas of Hinduism and
Buddhism, including karma,
asceticism, and Buddhism's four
noble truths.
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

4. What is the central topic of the Four Noble Truths of
Buddhism?
(A) Misery and suffering.
(B) Benevolence.
(C) Ahimsa.
(D) Devotion.

5. Why are Buddha’s teachings and Buddhism called the
“Middle Path” or the “Middle Way”?
(A) Buddha’s teachings are realistic in that they
outline a good life that is in between a life of hardship and
the ideal life.
(B) Buddha prescribes the path to nirvana as living a
life that is in between asceticism and a life devoted to
sense-pleasures.
(C) Buddha outlines the ideal life as one that is in
between the typical life lived by the commoner and the life
of the ruler or government official.
(D) Buddha describes the ideal life as one that steers
in between the sins of the body and the sins of the mind.

6. Which of the following ideas was a centerpiece of
Buddha’s philosophy?
A. Impermanence
B. Asceticism
C. Salvation of the Soul.
D. Appreciate sensual pleasures.

     Overall, 38% of the questions were answered correctly.
Depending on the question, the correct answer rates varied
from between 23% to 50%. If students guessed we would
expect the rate on the first day to be 25% if all answers
appeared equally plausible to someone unfamiliar with the
subject, but it was somewhat higher. I think we can explain
this quite easily because some of the students have studied
these subjects before. In fact, quite a few of the students in
the class had previously been students of mine in other
classes, and in some of those classes we briefly covered this
material. For example, in my Introduction to Philosophy
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Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Randy Firestone
Related Documents:
ASIAN PHILOSOPHY SLO #2 QUESTIONS FALL 2015.docx
SLO Assessment Data for Asian Philosophy Dec 2015.docx

class I spend one day covering Hinduism and one day
covering Buddhism. Furthermore, at least one student was
raised in the Hindu religion, and another student was a
practicing Buddhist. Moreover, some of the students have
previously studied these religions on their own.
     On the final exam, the students showed marked
improvement. Please see the attached related document
with the details of the results of the first day and on the
actual test. From a first day correct answer rate of 38%, the
class improved to a 91% correct answer rate. As to each of
the six SLO questions that appeared on the final exam, the
lowest correct answer rate was 84%, and on one of the
questions it was a perfect 100%. I have previously taught
this class quite a few times, and this class did far better than
any previous class. The students far exceeded the 70% goal
both on each question and overall.
     I was particularly pleased with the 96% correct answer
rate on question #4 dealing with Buddhism's Middle Path. I
have asked this question on prior exams and been
disappointed at how many students did not know the
answer to this very fundamental and important question. I
have given this topic extra emphasis in recent classes, and it
seems to have paid off in this class.
     What accounts for such high scores? Of the 25 students
who took the final exam, 14 of them had previously taken
me for one or more classes. Most of the 14 were excellent
students, and many of them had previously been at the top
of my other classes. As such, this was an unusual class, and
probably had the highest caliber of students that I had ever
had in a class. Additionally, we have the luxury of exploring
each religion in great detail, so the main concepts tested by
the SLO were touched on numerous times throughout the
course. Needless to say, I was quite happy with the results.

 (12/16/2015)
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ECC: PHIL 120:Ethics, Law and Society

Course SLOs Assessment Method
Description Results Actions

SLO #2  Major Legal Issues - Students
will be able to identify some of the
major legal issues that have
confronted our society, with
particular attention to contemporary
issues, and they will be able to
explain the various competing legal
theories that have been used to
resolve those issues.

Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 2015-
16 (Fall 2015)

Course SLO Status: Active

Input Date: 11/08/2013

Standard and Target for Success: I'm
analyzing the assessments I look for
students to be able to present and
define the major legal issues in the
assignments give to them.  The
reassessment of their first day
writing assignment should reflect a
comprehension of the legal issues
under consideration and the ability
to explain them and their relation to
contemporary issues. The tem paper
is also a reflection of a heightened
awareness of theses legal issues. It is
expected that 80% of student will
score 70% or above on the SLO.

Faculty Assessment Leader: Joan Thureson
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Joan Thureson

Action: I intend to change the
assigned readings to include more
emphasis on International Law and
Immigration as well as privacy
interests as found in law and their
relation to emerging technological
issues.  (08/30/2016)
Action Category: Curriculum
Changes

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16 (Fall
2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
The analysis of the rewrite of the first day writing
assignment indicated that target of success was reached.
Over 80% of the students were able to identify legal issues
such as the relations between law and economics, law and
feminism and law and critical race theory. They were able to
rewrite their original essay utilizing the major school of
Jurisprudence and indicate how the legal issues involved in
the prompt were clarified by what they had learned during
the semester.
The semester memo/paper focused their attention on
specific legal issues in contemporary society. They were
asked to analyze those uses and take a position as to what
the law's response ought to be. the arguments they used
were based upon the legal theories we had discussed
throughout the semester. The topics selected for the Fall of
2015 were "Aid in Dying," "Immigration Issues," and
"Affirmative-consent Bill" just signed in California. They
structured their argument based upon classical legal
theories such as legal positivism and it subdivisions and
normative jurisprudence and its subdivisions. They also
applied contemporary legal theories such as law and
feminism and the relation of law to economics.
The most important finding from the date acquired from
the rewrite and the memo/paper was that the students had
no difficulty identifying legal issues and the legal theories
that would support their positions on those issues.
(01/26/2016)

Term/Research Paper - The SLO
assessment is based upon a term
paper as well as an analysis of
writing assignment given the first
day of the semester and the
student's analysis of what they
wrote on the first day utilizing the
materials covered in class
throughout the semester.
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