Assessment: Course Four Column
SPRING/SUMMER 2015

El Camino: Course SLOs (BSS) - Anthropology
ECC: ANTH 2:Introduction to Cultural Anthropology
Course SLO
SLO #3 Political Organization - In an
in-class objective assignment,
students will demonstrate their
understanding of political
organization by identifying the four
types recognized by anthropologists
and by explaining three features that
correspond to each.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201415 (Spring 2015)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

10/13/2015

Assessment Method
Description

Assessment Data & Analysis

Exam/Test/Quiz - From Blair Gibson:
Thirty-Six multiple-choice questions
over two exams covering salient
features of family-level societies,
segmentary societies, chiefdoms,
and primitive or archaic states.
Standard and Target for Success: A
mean success rate of 70% over all
questions.

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15
(Spring 2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Blair Gibson - Exam #2: Family Level Societies Question no.
and % correct
2; 11
3; 92
4; 84
5; 84
6; 54
8; 69
11; 70
18; 65
19; 78
Cumulative % correct 67.4
Exams 2 & 3: Segmentary Societies Question no. &
percent correct
47; 65
50; 30
51; 38
57; 11
58; 60
75; 46
5; 56
Cumulative % correct 43.7%
Exam No. 3: Chiefdoms Question no. & percent correct
6; 53
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Course SLO

Assessment Method
Description

Assessment Data & Analysis

Actions

7; 22
9; 69
10; 44
11; 44
12; 66
13; 38
15; 78
19; 100
21; 91
32; 50
Cumulative % correct 54.6
Exam No. 3 States
Question no. & percent correct
67; 81
68; 81
69; 74
79; 23
82; 23
83; 29
84; 67
85; 38
90; 53
Cumulative % right = 43.1
Cumulative % right across all questions
57%
Some of the low rates of success on answering certain
questions is due to the question having been poorly worded
with some ambiguity as to the correct answer. I have
rewritten these questions. In some instances the poor levels
of success is traceable back to the lecture, and I have
amended at least one Powerpoint lecture to convey greater
clarity. The overall low scores on questions pertaining to
segementary societies is due to the challenging book the
students have to read for this section, and the overall
difficulty students have understanding the social structure
and social institutions of these kinds of groups.
(06/07/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo
Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:
10/13/2015

Generated by TracDat® a product of Nuventive

Page 2 of 9

Course SLO

Assessment Method
Description

Assessment Data & Analysis

Actions

Blair Gibson
Related Documents:
CultAnthroSLO3.docx
Exam/Test/Quiz - From Rodolfo
Otero--Multiple Choice Exam (18
questions included in the Final Exam.
Please see related
document/"Assessment Tool" for
additional information)
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that a combined overall
average of 75% will be achieved by
the students participating in this SLO
(Please see related
document/"Results" for additional
Related Documents:
ANTH 2 SLO#3 Assessment Tool
Spring 2015.docx
ANTH 2 SLO #3 Results Spring
2015.docx

10/13/2015

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15
(Spring 2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Even though the expected result was achieved, it is
advisable to examine each question on its own, as the
combined overall average for all questions does not reflect
the performance of the students in each of the questions.
To start with, I am very pleased of the fact that so many
students were able to answer correctly several of the
questions that address the basic information regarding
issues of political organization. On the basis of those results,
I believe that, in general, the class understood the basic
concepts outlined in the chapter. Nevertheless, I would like
to address the questions that were not answered correctly
as expected. The lowest averages (by this I mean the
questions in which less than 75% of the students answered
correctly) correspond to questions 15 (50% of the students
answered it correctly), 3 and 5 (57% of the students
answered these correctly), 2 (59% of the students answered
it correctly), 6 (63.5% of the students answered it correctly),
and 11 and 13 (68% of the students answered these
correctly). I will discuss the results for questions 15, 3, 5,
and 2 separately.
Question #15. It is hard to understand why so many
students chose the incorrect option for this question, given
that I repeatedly used, in lecture, the !Kung as an example
for a band society. I suspect that the expression “organized
at the local level” was not thoroughly understood by
students. Of the twenty-two who answered it incorrectly,
fourteen chose the option “tribe,” which satisfies several of
the points addressed in the question.
Question #3. The correct choice in this question is (d) all of
the above. I assume that the students who did not make
that choice still understood the content, but simply failed to
tie all the points together.
Question #5. Going through the answers. I found out that
many of the students chose option (b), which is definitely
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null.courseAction: In future
semesters I will show the film that
corresponds to the section on
Political Organization and I will
use that opportunity to review
some of the concepts.
(11/30/2015)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
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Assessment Method
Description

Assessment Data & Analysis

Actions

an option that does not satisfy the question. I will have to
address that aspect of the economy of chiefdoms and state
societies.
Question #2. I believe that some of the students were
confused by the term “power” in reference to band
societies. Most probably, they associated power with formal
leadership.
I would like to add that, due to several circumstances
(power outage, personal matters, etc.) the general
discussion on this section was not as extensive as in
previous semesters. I was not able to show the film for
Political Organization and, consequently, I did not engage in
a review.
(06/09/2015)
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15
(Spring 2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Even though the expected result was achieved, it is
advisable to examine each question on its own, as the
combined overall average for all questions does not reflect
the performance of the students in each of the questions.
To start with, I am very pleased with the fact that so many
students were able to answer correctly several of the
questions that address the basic information regarding
issues of political organization. On the basis of those results,
I believe that, in general, the class understood the basic
concepts outlined in the chapter. Nevertheless, I would like
to address the questions that were not answered correctly
as expected. The lowest averages (by this I mean the
questions in which less than 75% of the students answered
correctly) correspond to questions 15 (50% of the students
answered it correctly), 3 and 5 (57% of the students
answered these correctly), 2 (59% of the students answered
it correctly), 6 (63.5% of the students answered it correctly),
and 11 and 13 (68% of the students answered these
correctly). I will discuss the results for questions 15, 3, 5,
and 2 separately.
Question #15. It is hard to understand why so many
students chose the incorrect option for this question, given
that I repeatedly used, in lecture, the !Kung as an example
10/13/2015
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Assessment Data & Analysis

Actions

for a band society. I suspect that the expression “organized
at the local level” was not thoroughly understood by
students. Of the twenty-two who answered it incorrectly,
fourteen chose the option “tribe,” which satisfies several of
the points addressed in the question.
Question #3. The correct choice in this question is (d) all of
the above. I assume that the students who did not make
that choice still understood the content, but simply failed to
tie all the points together.
Question #5. Going through the answers. I found out that
many of the students chose option (b), which is definitely an
option that does not satisfy the question. I will have to
address that aspect of the economy of chiefdoms and state
societies.
Question #2. I believe that some of the students were
confused by the term “power” in reference to band
societies. Most probably, they associated power with formal
leadership.
(06/09/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo
Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:
Angela Mannen, David Blair Gibson,
Worku Nida

10/13/2015
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ECC: ANTH 3:Introduction to Archaeology
Course SLO
SLO #2 Remote Sensing - In a
multiple choice and matching
questions type objective exam,
students will demonstrate an
understanding of the techniques of
remote sensing in archaeology
including aerial photography,
electrical resistivity, use of a proton
magnetometer, ground penetrating
radar, and photos taken by satellites.

Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201415 (Spring 2015)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

10/13/2015

Assessment Method
Description

Assessment Data & Analysis

Exam/Test/Quiz - Multiple choice
and matching questions from the
second midterm.
Standard and Target for Success:
70% cumulative success rate at
choosing the right answer.

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15
(Spring 2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Question No.
% selecting the correct answer
1.
42
2.
77
3.
77
4.
77
5.
48
6.
65
7.
74
8.
29
Cumulative % of correct answers = 61.1
I would have probably met the standard, were it not for a
very low rate of success by the students in answering
questions 1, 5 & 8. I should spend more time on these
techniques in lecture to make sure that the students
understand the terminology. (06/07/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Rodolfo
Otero
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:
Blair Gibson
Related Documents:
SLO2assess.docx
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ECC: ANTH 4:Language and Culture
Course SLO
SLO #2 Language and Social Factors In a written assignment or objective
exam question(s), students will
demonstrate an understanding of the
relationship between language and
social factors such as gender,
ethnicity and class.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201415 (Spring 2015)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

Assessment Method
Description

Assessment Data & Analysis

Exam/Test/Quiz - Eight objective
exam questions: four questions on
male and female speech patterns
speaking styles, and gendered
speech; two questions on dialects
based on ethnicity (one general, one
on African American English); one
question on how perceptions of
kinship influence language usage
(i.e. kinship terms); and one general
question on examples of social and
cultural factors that impact
language.
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that for each question,
70% or more of students will answer
it correctly.

10/13/2015

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15
(Spring 2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
82% of students answered seven of the eight questions
correctly. The only question in which the target was not met
was the one about kinship (only 68% of the class answered
this question correctly).
In summary, students performed as expected on seven of
the eight questions (and more specifically, they performed
significantly higher than expected on most of them).
Regarding the kinship question, the target was close to
being met (just 2% below expected results) but in the future
I need to spend more time covering this topic in class, and
perhaps provide some additional resources in Etudes on this
subject, because the textbook does not adequately address
kinship terms and based on past experience I know that
many students find this somewhat confusing.
(06/08/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader:
Marianne Waters

Generated by TracDat® a product of Nuventive

Page 7 of 9

ECC: ANTH 6:Native Peoples of North America
Course SLO
SLO #3 European Contact - In a
written assignment or objective
exam, students will demonstrate an
understanding of how contact with
Europeans dramatically altered native
populations and their various
cultures. Using a selected case study,
students will need to identify specific
areas of native culture that were
changed by contact and describe the
changes that took place.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201415 (Spring 2015)
Input Date: 11/08/2013

Assessment Method
Description

Assessment Data & Analysis

Exam/Test/Quiz - 10 multiple choice
questions on the final exam. Half of
the questions focus on general
cultural changes resulting form
European contact and the other half
focus on the Iroquois as the specific
case study.
Standard and Target for Success:
70% or more of the students will
answer each of the 10 questions
correctly. A discussion follows in the
attached document.
Related Documents:
ANTH 6 #3 Contact.docx

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2014-15
(Spring 2015)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
In the attached document I have indicated the percentage
of students who got each question of the 10 assessment
questions correct. For example, question #1 was correctly
answered by 97% of the students in my Anth 6 Native
Peoples of North America class. Out of 27 students in the
class, 26 answered correctly. The questions focused on
understanding the effects of European contact on
indigenous culture in North America. Half of the questions
dealt with the general effects on native culture while the
other half focused on the Iroquois as a case-study.
In this class 8 of the 10 questions were answered correctly
by 73%-97% of the students. This is a high success rate.
Two questions were answered incorrectly by 48%-59%% of
the students. The topics included understanding how
European diseases were transmitted to native populations
and how the Iroquois in particular were affected by
European contact. For the topic of question #3, we spent
time discussing the spread of disease early in the semester
in chapter 2. Perhaps having a review of this material prior
to the comprehensive final could help students retain the
information. In regards to question #9, it would be
interesting to see how many students answered “all of the
above”. It seems that they may have assumed that the
Iroquois were affected in the manner described in the
general discussion. We spent quite a bit of time discussing
economic and material effects on Iroquois culture
specifically. This was done in the days leading up to the
final.
(10/01/2015)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Angela
Mannen
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:

10/13/2015
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Assessment Method
Description

Assessment Data & Analysis

Actions

Reviewer's Comments:

10/13/2015
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