Assessment: Course Four Column
SPRING / SUMMER 2016

El Camino: Course SLOs (BSS) - History
ECC: HIST 110:The African American in the United States to 1877
Course SLOs
SLO #1 Developing and Arguing a
Persuasive Historical Thesis - Upon
completion of The African American
in the United States to 1877, students
will be able to develop and
persuasively argue a historical thesis
in a written assignment that identifies
and explains major social, economic,
political and/or cultural historical
themes or patterns in African
Americans in history to 1877and
apply appropriate historical methods
to analyze and use primary and/or
secondary sources as evidence to
support the thesis.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201516 (Spring 2016)
Input Date: 12/12/2013

06/08/2017

Assessment Method
Description
Essay/Written Assignment - Using
information from assigned readings,
class lectures, and discussions
describe and analyze the major
contours of the lives of people of
African descent in two major non-US
societies in the Americas during the
period of slavery. Using either Cuba,
Brazil, Jamaica or Saint
Domingue/Haiti, your essay should
be sure to discuss labor,
demographics, culture and religion,
opportunities for emancipation, the
existence of slave revolts, the life of
free blacks, and the process of
abolition.
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 80% of students will
score 80% or more on the essays.
The essay question is actually the
rubric for the evaluation in that each
student's ability to " discuss labor,
demographics, culture and religion,
opportunities for emancipation, the
existence of slave revolts, the life of
free blacks, and the process of
abolition" are the key points

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
More than 80% of the students in the class met the
standard of 80% proficiency. This was an improvement over
the last semester evaluated. I know that tis was due to me
minimizing my previous desire to "share all that I know" and
instead share shat are the key concepts that students need
to know to understand the content. (09/19/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Jason Suarez
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Daniel Walker

Action: I will continue to take
students "where they are" as
opposed to "where I am" or "where I
want them to be." Sometimes I am so
passionate about the subject matter
that I get caught up in my lectures
and stories and forget that there's
more to being an effective instructor
than just being entertaining. Also, by
condensing the content it also
allowed for more questions from the
students and a better understanding.
(09/19/2016)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
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Actions

accounting for approximately 10%
each in the evaluation and the other
30% being organization, grammar,
punctuation, etc.

06/08/2017
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ECC: HIST 145:History of World Religions
Course SLOs
SLO #1 Developing and Arguing a
Persuasive Historical Thesis - Upon
completion of History of World
Religions, students will be able to
develop and persuasively argue a
historical thesis in a written
assignment that identifies and
explains major social, economic,
political and/or cultural historical
themes or patterns in the history of
world religions and apply appropriate
historical methods to analyze and use
primary and/or secondary sources as
evidence to support the thesis.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201516 (Spring 2016)
Input Date: 12/12/2013

06/08/2017

Assessment Method
Description
Exam/Test/Quiz - Essay/Written
Assignment - Students were
assigned a take home written Final
Exam of 4 to 5 pages in length. The
exam was comprised of a series of
questions each requiring students to
develop an independent thesis and
to present an in-depth argument
based on a critical assessment of
course material. Prior to writing the
exam, students were given a
handout with detailed instructions
for writing analytical essays which
was discussed in class along with an
explanation of the exam questions.
Students were also encouraged to
discuss their outlines with the
instructor and work with a tutor at
the Writing Center.
Standard and Target for Success: A
rubric was used to record students'
performance in three areas: Thesis
Statement, Organization and
Argument and Use of Sources and
Evidence. Students' performance
was assessed on the basis pf a
numerical grade ranging from 0 to 4
with 4 representing excellence. The
target for success is that 75% of
students will achieve 2.0 or better in
each area and 85% of students will
achieve 2.0 or better in achieving
SLO #1.

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
16 students completed the Exam with the following results:
Thesis = average score 2.6 with 93% of students achieving
2.0 or better
Organization & Argumentation = average score 2.0 with
75% achieving 2.0 or better
Sources and Evidence = average score 2.4 with 93%
achieving 2.0 or better
Total average score 2.3 with 87% of students achieving 2.0
or better
(05/17/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Florence M. Baker

Action: Students were weakest in the
organization and argument of the
exam answers. This reflects the
correctness of their answers to the
exam questions as stated in the
thesis statement. Incorrect answers
to the questions resulted in a thesis
that was unsupportable. There were
two major reasons for this:
carelessness in reading and
interpreting the exam questions, and
a lack of understanding of course
material. Students have the
opportunity to review their outlines
with the instructor prior to the exam
due date, and those who do
generally benefit. One action that
would be effective is to require
students to have their outlines
reviewed prior to the due date. This
would be very difficult to do because
of the large number of students the
instructor is responsible for. But it
would be possible to require if there
were well-trained tutors available for
the students. (05/17/2016)
Action Category: Program/College
Support
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