Assessment: Course Four Column
SPRING / SUMMER 2016

El Camino: Course SLOs (HUM) - Journalism
ECC: JOUR 1:News Writing and Reporting
Course SLOs
SLO #1 - Upon completion of the
course, students will be able to write
a one-sentence, hard news/summary
lead that incorporates at least 3 of
the 5 Ws, is 30 words or less and
doesn't start with a quote or the
attribution.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Spring 2014), 2014-15 (Spring
2015), 2015-16 (Spring 2016), 201617 (Spring 2017), 2017-18 (Spring
2018)
Input Date: 12/09/2013

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Essay/Written Assignment - For
their final project in J1, students are
required to cover a city council
meeting and write a 500- to 700word news story in the inverted
pyramid structure that focuses on
the most newsworthy agenda item
through research and interviews.
Standard and Target for Success:
70%

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Of 39 students in 3 sections, 20 students (50%) met the SLO
and 19 students did not.
MCLAUGHLIN ANALYSIS: They aren’t processing the work.
By their own admission they are waiting until the last
minute and rushing in an unedited chronological account.
Most students didn’t do well on the SLO assessment
because they waited too long to start the project. There is a
misconception that the city council story is a one-time
activity, or a “report” where they write down what happens
and turn it in. Despite many discussions, examples (both
professional and student papers), many students turned in
partial drafts. Many acknowledged their shortcomings. In
the future, I will try making the project due in stages,
though there is a limit to that, given the time it takes to
prepare reporters and time then left to report the story.
FRITH ANALYSIS: Students do not have strong basic writing
skills – they don’t understand mechanics or punctuation or
even basic spelling. They do not understand how to
properly quote sources – or even that sources should be
included. Most seem to think that everything they need can
be googled – NOT something journalists do. They need a
strong basic foundation in English prior to enrolling in J1 if
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

there is to be any chance at success. (05/29/2017)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Kate McLaughlin
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Stephanie Frith, Anna
Mavromati
Reviewer's Comments: Report entered by SLO CoFacilitator Kevin Degnan with data and comments provided
by McLaughlin & Frith on SLO data collection sheets.
SLO #2 - Upon completion of the
course, students will demonstrate the
ability to research and evaluate
appropriate sources and background
materials for a news story.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Spring 2014), 2014-15 (Spring
2015), 2015-16 (Spring 2016), 201617 (Spring 2017), 2017-18 (Spring
2018)
Input Date: 12/09/2013

Essay/Written Assignment - For
their final project in J1, students are
required to cover a city council
meeting and write a 500- to 700word news story in the inverted
pyramid structure that focuses on
the most newsworthy agenda item
through research and interviews.
Standard and Target for Success:
70%

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Of 39 students in 3 sections, 26 students (67%) met the
standard, but 13 did not.
McLaughlin: Most students didn’t do well on the SLO
assessment because they waited too long to start the
project. There is a misconception that the city council story
is a one-time activity, or a “report” where they write down
what happens and turn it in. Despite many discussions,
examples (both professional and student papers), many
students turned in partial drafts. Many acknowledged their
shortcomings. In the future, I will try making the project due
in stages, though there is a limit to that, given the time it
takes to prepare reporters and time then left to report the
story. I think a mandatory human development course in
time management would help.
Frith: Students do not have strong basic writing skills – they
don’t understand mechanics or punctuation or even basic
spelling. They do not understand how to properly quote
sources – or even that sources should be included. Most
seem to think that everything they need can be googled –
NOT something journalists do. They need a strong basic
foundation in English prior to enrolling in J1 if there is to be
any chance at success. (05/29/2017)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Kate McLaughlin
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Stefanie Frith, Anna
Mavromati
Reviewer's Comments: Report entered by SLO CoFacilitator Kevin Degnan with data and comments provided
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

by McLaughlin & Frith on SLO data collection sheets.
SLO #3 - Upon completion of the
course, students will be able to write
a complete hard news story using the
inverted pyramid format.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Spring 2014), 2014-15 (Spring
2015), 2015-16 (Spring 2016), 201617 (Spring 2017), 2017-18 (Spring
2018)
Input Date: 12/09/2013

Essay/Written Assignment - For
their final project in J1, students are
required to cover a city council
meeting and write a 500- to 700word news story in the inverted
pyramid structure that focuses on
the most newsworthy agenda item
through research and interviews.
Standard and Target for Success:
70%

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
Of 39 students in 3 sections, 22 students (56%) met the SLO,
but 17 students did not.
McLaughlin: Most students didn’t do well on the SLO
assessment because they waited too long to start the
project. There is a misconception that the city council story
is a one-time activity, or a “report” where they write down
what happens and turn it in. Despite many discussions,
examples (both professional and student papers), many
students turned in partial drafts. Many acknowledged their
shortcomings. In the future, I will try making the project due
in stages, though there is a limit to that, given the time it
takes to prepare reporters and time then left to report the
story. They fulfill the word count, but it is not a multisource, inverted pyramid story that adheres to AP style and
is error free. See above for reasons why and possible
solutions.
Frith: Students do not have strong basic writing skills – they
don’t understand mechanics or punctuation or even basic
spelling. They do not understand how to properly quote
sources – or even that sources should be included. Most
seem to think that everything they need can be googled –
NOT something journalists do. They need a strong basic
foundation in English prior to enrolling in J1 if there is to be
any chance at success. (05/29/2017)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Kate McLaughlin
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Stefanie Frith, Anna
Mavromati
Reviewer's Comments: Report entered by SLO CoFacilitator Kevin Degnan with data and comments provided
by McLaughlin & Frith on SLO data collection sheets.
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ECC: JOUR 11abcd:Newspaper Publication
Course SLOs
SLO #1 - Upon completion of the
course, students will be able to
accept a story assignment through
Camayak (the organization’s digital
workflow tool) report the story
through research and interviews, and
write the story using the appropriate
story structure (hard news, feature,
sports, opinion, etc.).
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Spring 2014), 2014-15 (Spring
2015), 2015-16 (Spring 2016), 201617 (Spring 2017)
Input Date: 12/09/2013

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Laboratory Project/Report Students produce an 8- to 10-page
weekly newspaper during lab time.
That paper is used to assess SLOs.
Standard and Target for Success:
70% acceptable

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
In 1 section of 7 students, 7 students (100%) met the SLO. 0
students did not.
Frith: Depending on the type of story, students were able to
complete SLO 1, but struggle with SLO 3 – writing an
opinion story, as they don’t take the time to do their own
individual research. They need more time with the adviser,
but they are swamped with administrative duties to run the
department. We do see more success with returning
writers/editors and those who are able to intern in their
first semester as a J1 student. Students are being steered
away from taking publication classes by many counselors on
campus – hurting their chances of being a success in a
second year on the paper.
Students in this class are reporters on staff. We make them
do 15 stories throughout the course of the semester, plus
tweeting and videos and podcasts. The high volume of work
gives them the experience they need to succeed. Plus the
digital production hub, Camayak, makes story collaboration
between editors and reporters easy and effective, as there
are lots of opportunities for peer editing. (This just gave me
the idea to introduce the tool to our J1 classes.) I think also
that the success rate comes from having their work
published. It adds a level of care and effort that isn’t
present when the work isn’t public. (05/29/2017)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Stefanie Frith
Reviewer's Comments: Report entered by SLO CoFacilitator Kevin Degnan with data and comments provided
by McLaughlin & Frith on SLO data collection sheets.

SLO #2 - Upon completion of the
course, students will be able to report
and write a 300- to 600- word
journalistic story suitable for entry in
06/14/2017

Laboratory Project/Report Students produce an 8- to 10-page
weekly newspaper during lab time.
That paper is used to assess SLOs.

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
In one section of 7 students, 5 students (71%) met the SLO
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

scholastic journalism competition.
Standard and Target for Success:
Course SLO Status: Active
70% acceptable
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Spring 2014), 2014-15 (Spring
2015), 2015-16 (Spring 2016), 201617 (Spring 2017)
Input Date: 12/09/2013

Actions

while 2 did not.
Frith: Depending on the type of story, students were able to
complete SLO 1, but struggle with SLO 3 – writing an
opinion story, as they don’t take the time to do their own
individual research. They need more time with the adviser,
but they are swamped with administrative duties to run the
department. We do see more success with returning
writers/editors and those who are able to intern in their
first semester as a J1 student. Students are being steered
away from taking publication classes by many counselors on
campus – hurting their chances of being a success in a
second year on the paper.
The sheer volume of their output gives them the experience
they need to succeed. They do it over and over and over
and it helps them master the skill. Also, as mentioned
earlier, the publication part adds a special pressure that
inspires quality. Also, their work is editing by the editors, so
when it runs in the paper, it has been peer edited.
(05/29/2017)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Stefanie Frith
Reviewer's Comments: Report entered by SLO CoFacilitator Kevin Degnan with data and comments provided
by McLaughlin & Frith on SLO data collection sheets.

SLO #3 - Upon completion of the
course, students will be able to write
a 300- to 600-word opinion piece that
includes a clear position and at least
two specific points of support for that
position.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Spring 2014), 2014-15 (Spring
2015), 2015-16 (Spring 2016), 201617 (Spring 2017)
Input Date: 12/09/2013
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Laboratory Project/Report Students produce an 8- to 10-page
weekly newspaper during lab time.
That paper is used to assess SLOs.
Standard and Target for Success:
70% acceptable

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
In one section of 7 students, 2 students (29%) met the SLO
while 5 did not.
Frith: Depending on the type of story, students were able to
complete SLO 1, but struggle with SLO 3 – writing an
opinion story, as they don’t take the time to do their own
individual research. They need more time with the adviser,
but they are swamped with administrative duties to run the
department. We do see more success with returning
writers/editors and those who are able to intern in their
first semester as a J1 student. Students are being steered
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

away from taking publication classes by many counselors on
campus – hurting their chances of being a success in a
second year on the paper.
(05/29/2017)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Stefanie Frith
Reviewer's Comments: Report entered by SLO CoFacilitator Kevin Degnan with data and comments provided
by McLaughlin & Frith on SLO data collection sheets.
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ECC: JOUR 7ab:Advanced Photojournalism (Same course as PHOT 206ab)
Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

SLO #1 First Alterations - Upon
completion of the course, students
will apply the first of three acceptable
alterations to a photograph, as
defined by the Associated Press (AP),
which is cropping the photo using
Photoshop, to add creativity to the
page, and bring impact to the photo's
meaning.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Spring 2014), 2014-15 (Spring
2015), 2015-16 (Spring 2016), 201617 (Spring 2017)
Input Date: 12/09/2013

Presentation/Skill Demonstration Photoshop skill demonstration.
Standard and Target for Success: 90
percent students should score
acceptable.

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
8 students completed SLO #1 and 8 students succeeding in
meeting the requirements. I think the students were
successful in this cropping exercise because as advanced
students, they have experience in cropping in the camera as
they are photographing the image. In the post-processing
phase, of which SLO #1 is measured by, the students
showed the necessary skills to tweak or make minor adjusts
in a crop. (09/16/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Gary Kohatsu
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Gary Kohatsu

Action: Because of the 100 percent
success rate, I will continue to have
students practice cropping images in
creative ways. (11/28/2016)
Action Category: Program/College
Support

SLO #2 Second Alterations - Upon
completion of the course, students
will apply the second of three
acceptable alterations to a
photograph, as defined by the
Associated Press (AP), which is to
adjust the image for contrast using
Photoshop, which gives the photo
dimension.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Spring 2014), 2014-15 (Spring
2015), 2015-16 (Spring 2016), 201617 (Spring 2017)
Input Date: 12/09/2013

Presentation/Skill Demonstration Photoshop skills demonstration.
Standard and Target for Success: 90
percent of students should score
acceptable.

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
8 students took part in SLO #2 and all 8 students succeeded
in meeting the requirements. I believe the success of this
exercise is due to the students having advanced skills and
understanding that in most cases, the image straight from
the camera will need some tonal adjustment. All students
showed proficiency in the use of Curves or Levels in
Photoshop to achievement good tonal quality of the image.
(09/16/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Gary Kohatsu
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Gary Kohatsu

Action: Because of the 100 percent
success rate of SLO #2, I will continue
to have students practice adjusting
the tonal levels through the Curves
or Levels features. (11/28/2016)
Action Category: Program/College
Support

SLO #3 Third Alterations - Upon
completion of the course, students
will apply the third of three
acceptable alterations to a
photograph, as defined by the
Associated Press (AP), which is to

Presentation/Skill Demonstration Photoshop skills demonstration.
Standard and Target for Success: 90
percent of student should score
acceptable.

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2015-16
(Spring 2016)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
8 students took part in SLO #3 and all 8 met the
requirements of successfully sharpening an images in
Photoshop. I think the success of sharpening an image is

Action: Due to the 100 percent
success rate demonstrated by
student in SLO #3, I will continue to
allow and encourage them to make
their own judgment calls in
sharpening images. (11/28/2016)
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Course SLOs
adjust the image for sharpness using
Photoshop, which brings clarity to
images.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201314 (Spring 2014), 2014-15 (Spring
2015), 2015-16 (Spring 2016), 201617 (Spring 2017)
Input Date: 12/09/2013

06/14/2017

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

due to the students have advanced photo skills. They could
identify images of which appeared "soft" (lacking clarity) to
the eye, and then tweak the image to give it a sharp edge.
(09/16/2016)
Faculty Assessment Leader: Gary Kohatsu
Faculty Contributing to Assessment: Gary Kohatsu

Action Category: Program/College
Support
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