Assessment: Course Four Column
Spring/Summer 2017

El Camino: Course SLOs (BSS) - Philosophy
ECC: PHIL 101:Introduction to Philosophy
Course SLOs
SLO #3 Morality - Students will be
able to demonstrate knowledge of
some of the basic issues and topics
related to morality, such as justice,
minority perspectives, moral
objectivism vs. moral relativism,
various ethical theories, and/or a
basic understanding of how those
theories can be applied to
contemporary moral issues.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201617 (Spring 2017)
Input Date: 11/08/2013
Inactive Date:
Comments::

01/10/2019

Assessment Method
Description
Exam/Test/Quiz - Near the middle
of the semester and then at the end,
students are given 9 multiple choice
and true/false questions on various
ethical theories, including moral
relativism, utilitarianism, and
Kantian ethics.
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 80% of students will
average 75% or above on this SLO.
Additional Information:

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2016-17
(Spring 2017)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
Students exceeded the original expectations. The average
score on the first SLO was 34%, which is about what one
would expect on a mix of chance alone and several students
who have taken an intro. to philosophy course. The average
score increased to 81.77% on the second test. Students
found the 5th problem most difficult, which tests whether
students understand that Kant’s ethics isn’t a
consequentialist theory of morality (44% of students
answered correctly on the 2nd test). I suspect this was
because students need to read the assigned material on
utilitarian ethics, which focuses on consequentialist
accounts of morality. I plan to revise teaching materials to
emphasize and clarify the nature of consequentialist ethical
theories, and to more sharply contrast them with Kantian
ethics. (09/14/2017)
% of Success for this SLO:
Faculty Assessment Leader: Felipe Leon
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:
Related Documents:
SLO PHIL 101 ASSESSMENT TABLES SPRING 2017.docx

Action: Revise teaching materials
to emphasize and clarify the
nature of consequentialist ethical
theories, and to more sharply
contrast them with Kantian ethics.
(09/14/2017)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
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ECC: PHIL 106:Introduction to Logic
Course SLOs
SLO #3 Testing Symbolized
Arguments - Students will be able to
test symbolized arguments for
validity by using standard methods
for propositional, categorical, and/or
predicate logic evaluations.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201617 (Spring 2017)
Input Date: 11/08/2013
Inactive Date:
Comments::

01/10/2019

Assessment Method
Description
Exam/Test/Quiz - As previously
stated, the assessment method was
a test. The test was, broadly
speaking, an assessment of students'
ability to build proofs of validity via
natural deduction in propositional
logic. More precisely, the test was 5
questions in which the proof utilized
one or more inference rules and
replacement rules as well as 2
questions that required an indirect
proof, i.e., reductio ad absurdum.
Successful completion of the
assessment entails that the student
understood and was competent in
applying all inference and
replacement rules. Moreover,
successful completion implies the
comprehension and successful
application of several sub-concepts,
e.g., validity, valid argument forms,
inference rules, law of
noncontradiction, etc. As such, this
particular set of questions was
designed to test for comprehension
and successful application of these
sub-concepts in addition to the
specific skill of building proofs of
validity (in propositional logic).
Lastly, it is important to note that
successful completion of this
assessment is suggestive of
competence (to a degree) in natural
deduction for predicate logic.
Standard and Target for Success:
Given that logic is the study of
validity, it is expected that 65% of
students will score 70% or above on

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2016-17
(Spring 2017)
Standard Met? : Standard Met
On April 6, 2017 a pre-course assessment tested the
ability of 21 students to build proofs. No students were
capable of successful completion of the relevant task. Postcourse assessment data collected one month later on May
9, 2017 showed that the target for success was reached: 10
out of 20 students (50%) earned a score of 90% or higher, 1
out of 20 (5%) scored between 80-89%; and 2 (10%) scored
between 70-79%. 3 out of 20 (15%) scored between 6069%. Lastly, 4 out of 20 (20%) received an unsatisfactory
score.
All in all, 65% of students scored 70% or higher, and
therefore met the target. Moreover, averages paint an even
better picture: The mean score for the assessment was 80%,
while the median was an even more encouraging 88%.
A graph depicting the assessment data, and the actual
assessment test is attached as a related document.
(09/15/2017)
% of Success for this SLO:
Faculty Assessment Leader: Roberto Carlos Garcia
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:
Related Documents:
SLO 3 Logic Phil 106 Assessment 2017.pdf

Action: Although the target was
met, some actions can be taken to
improve student learning for the
students who fell below the target
of 70%:
More in-class activity
opportunities, encouraging oneon-one assistance via office hours,
a more comprehensive study
guide prior to assessment, and
more small assessments such as
pop quizzes. Teaching strategies
that may lead to improved
learning include scaffolding,
reiteration of fundamental
concepts, and activities conducive
to memorizing
inference/replacement rules. No
specific curriculum changes are
needed. (09/15/2017)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

this SLO. That is to say,
approximately 2 out of 3 students
should be competent in this highly
abstract and technical discipline.
Additional Information:

01/10/2019
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ECC: PHIL 113:Contemporary Philosophy
Course SLOs
SLO #2 Leading Philosophers of the
19th and 20th Centuries - Students
will be able to explain the positions
and arguments of the leading
philosophers of the 19th and 20th
Centuries.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201617 (Spring 2017), 2018-19 (Spring
2019)
Input Date: 08/24/2015
Inactive Date:
Comments:: Not offered FA16

Assessment Method
Description
Exam/Test/Quiz - Students were
given 7 multiple choice questions on
the first day of class, and those same
questions appeared on one of the
three tests administered during the
course. Questions 1 - 5 dealt with
the philosophical views of five
different philosophers and pertain to
this SLO. The last 2 questions apply
to SLO #3 which is also being
assessed at the same time.
Standard and Target for Success: It
is expected that 70% of the students
will be able to answer each of the 7
questions correctly, and that overall
all 7 questions combined will be
answered correctly 70% of the time.
Additional Information:

Results

Actions

Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2016-17
(Spring 2017)
Standard Met? : Standard Not Met
The questions covered 7 famous philosophers from the
past 200 years: Hegel, from Germany, the most famous
philosopher of the early 1800s; Schopenhauer, another
famous German philosopher, and one who had a profound
affect on Nietzsche's philosophy; Mill, the famous Utilitarian
philosopher who also made progressive arguments for the
equal treatment and opportunities for women; William
James, the American philosopher who helped found the
American philosophical movement called Pragmaticism; and
Sartre, the French philosopher who was the most famous
philosopher of the last 100 years.
This was a small class that started with only 22 students
and was composed mostly of very good students. Many of
the students were philosophy majors, most of the students
had taken me for one or more prior philosophy classes, and
quite a few of the students had taken two or more
philosophy classes. Because of their prior knowledge, I tried
to focus the questions about the philosophers and
philosophies that the students would be least likely to know
coming into the class, with the exception of the one
question on Sartre's philosophy, which could be used to see
how many of the students knew Sartre's philosophy before
the class. We should also note that there were a significant
minority of the students who had not taken any philosophy
classes in the past, and as it turned out, were not nearly as
strong academically as the experienced philosophy
students.
The following are the questions which were administered
on the first day of class:

Action: In the future, additional
emphasis will be placed on
Schopenhauer's precise views
about death and Mill's precise
arguments about women's rights.
(06/13/2017)
Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

SLO Questions for Contemporary Philosophy: SLOs #2 & 3:
Positions & Movements
1.
01/10/2019

Which of the following best characterizes Hegel’s
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

philosophy?
A.
Monism.
B.
Pluralism.
C.
Dualism.
D.
Atomism.
2.
According to Schopenhauer, why do most people
fear death?
A.
People fear the unknown.
B.
They do not truly believe in Heaven.
C.
They are concerned that they will be going to Hell.
D.
Our instinctual will to live causes us to fear death.
3. What is Mill’s response to the claim that it would not be
good to give women equality in jobs because there are
many jobs which they cannot perform as well as men can?
A)
There is no danger. Women can perform any job
as well as a man can.
B)
There is no danger because if a woman cannot do
a job then nobody will employ her to do that job, and
women who have had opportunities have often done quite
well.
C)
There is no danger because women would not
want to do jobs that require hard physical labor.
D)
Although the economy may suffer, equality of
opportunity is more important than having the most
efficient economy.
4. What is James’ theory of truth trying to do that he
believes the correspondence theory of truth fails to do?
A.
It gives more details to make it easier to apply.
B.
It assumes that truth is not static, that it relates to
human beings, and it can apply to ethics and metaphysics.
C.
It shows the real correspondence between reality
and truth.
D.
It explains how truth is clear and absolute, and
not relative to the person.
5. According to Sartre, what is the first principle of
existentialism?
01/10/2019
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

A)
We are alone.
B)
A person is made up of his past and the context in
which he lives.
C)
Life is difficult, and a cause for despair.
D)
We are nothing else but what we make of
ourselves.
6. What is post-modernism?
A.
It is what we call contemporary philosophy.
B.
It is the philosophy which accepts the scientific
method as the way to access truth and obtain objective
knowledge, and therefore gives us standards by which we
can judge whether humans are making progress or not.
C.
The view that there is no objective truth, not even
objective scientific truth, and no objectively right or wrong
moral views, nor any objective human progress.
D.
It is a challenge to Nietzsche’s extreme views on
truth, objectivity, and morality.
7. The biggest challenge and opponent to post-modernism
is which of the following?
A.
Analytic philosophy and science.
B.
Continental philosophy.
C.
Nietzsche’s philosophy.
D.
All of the above.
Attached as a document is a graph showing the results
on the questions--comparing the first class day results with
the actual results on the tests. A summary of the results
follows:
The questions were answered correctly at the following
success rate on the actual date of the tests:
Q1: 95%; Q2: 59%; Q3: 68%; Q4: 82%; Q5: 77%; Q6: 79%;
Q7: 74%. Combining all 7 questions together, the questions
were answered correctly 76% of the time, which met the
target for success.
The target was not met for only 2 of the 7 questions:
Question 2 and Question 3. Question 2 dealt with
Schopenhauer's arguments and ideas about death, and the
question asks why Schopenhauer believed that most people
01/10/2019
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

feared death. I think that some of the students substituted
their own view for that of Schopenhauer as I looked back at
my notes and I did both discuss this and write the answer
on the board during the class. Question 3 dealt with Mill's
response to the argument that women cannot perform
some jobs as well as men can. 68% of the students
answered this question correctly, so it was only 2 % off the
target. When discussing Mill's arguments about women's
rights, we looked at many different arguments, so it is not
surprising that the weaker students might not be clear
about Mill's specific response to each challenge made to
giving women equality.
In the future, additional emphasis will be placed on
Schopenhauer's precise views and Mill's precise arguments.
We should also note, as demonstrated in the attached
chart, that there was considerable improvement from the
first day of class to the time of the actual test. On the first
day, the questions were answered correctly 44% of the
time, but on the actual test they were answered correctly
76% of the time. Although the 44% is exceptionally high for
knowledge on the first day, we need to stress again that not
only had most of the students taken a prior philosophy
class, but thsoe same students were also extremely bright
and could likely use their common sense to rule out some of
the possible answers.

(06/13/2017)
% of Success for this SLO:
Faculty Assessment Leader: Professor Randall Firestone
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:
Related Documents:
SLO Contemporary Philosophy Data Chart.docx
SLO Questions Contemporary Philosophy 2017.docx
SLO #3 Main Contemporary
Exam/Test/Quiz - Students were
Semester and Year Assessment Conducted: 2016-17
Philosophical Movements - Students given 7 multiple choice questions on (Spring 2017)
will be able to demonstrate
the first day of class, and those same Standard Met? : Standard Met
01/10/2019
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Action: As all standards were met,
no actions are required.
(06/13/2017)
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Course SLOs
knowledge of and distinguish
between the main Contemporary
philosophical movements, including
Existentialism, Phenomenology,
Analytic Philosophy and Logical
Positivism, Pragmaticism, plus PostModernism and Post-Structuralism.
Course SLO Status: Active
Course SLO Assessment Cycle: 201617 (Spring 2017)
Input Date: 08/24/2015
Inactive Date:
Comments::

Assessment Method
Description
questions appeared on one of the
three tests administered during the
course. Questions 1 - 5 were related
to SLO #2 which was being assessed
at the same time as this assessment
of SLO #3. Questions 4 - 7 dealt with
this SLO #3 pertaining to different
philosophical movements in
Contemporary Philosophy-specifically addressing pragmatism,
existentialism, post-modernism, and
analytic philosophy.
Standard and Target for Success:
70% correct answers on each of
questions 4 - 7, and overall 70%
correct answers on all questions
combined.
Additional Information:
Related Documents:
SLO Questions Contemporary
Philosophy 2017.docx
SLO ASSESSMENT DATA CHART Phil
113 Contemp.docx
SLO Contemporary Philosophy Data
Chart.docx

Results

Actions

This was a small class that started with only 22 students
and was composed mostly of very good students. Many of
the students were philosophy majors, most of the students
had taken me for one or more prior philosophy classes, and
quite a few of the students had taken two or more
philosophy classes. Because of their prior knowledge, I tried
to focus the questions about the philosophers and
philosophies that the students would be least likely to know
coming into the class, with the exception of the one
question on Sartre's philosophy, which could be used to see
how many of the students knew Sartre's philosophy before
the class. We should also note that there were a significant
minority of the students who had not taken any philosophy
classes in the past, and as it turned out, were not nearly as
strong academically as the experienced philosophy
students.
The following are the questions related to this SLO which
were administered on the first day of class:

Action Category: Teaching
Strategies

4. What is James’ theory of truth trying to do that he
believes the correspondence theory of truth fails to do?
A. It gives more details to make it easier to apply.
B. It assumes that truth is not static, that it relates to human
beings, and it can apply to ethics and metaphysics.
C. It shows the real correspondence between reality and
truth.
D. It explains how truth is clear and absolute, and not
relative to the person.
5. According to Sartre, what is the first principle of
existentialism?
A) We are alone.
B) A person is made up of his past and the context in which
he lives.
C) Life is difficult, and a cause for despair.
D) We are nothing else but what we make of ourselves.
6. What is post-modernism?
A. It is what we call contemporary philosophy.
B. It is the philosophy which accepts the scientific method

01/10/2019
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

as the way to access truth and obtain objective knowledge,
and therefore gives us standards by which we can judge
whether humans are making progress or not.
C. The view that there is no objective truth, not even
objective scientific truth, and no objectively right or wrong
moral views, nor any objective human progress.
D. It is a challenge to Nietzsche’s extreme views on truth,
objectivity, and morality.
7. The biggest challenge and opponent to post-modernism
is which of the following?
A. Analytic philosophy and science.
B. Continental philosophy.
C. Nietzsche’s philosophy.
D. All of the above.
Attached as a related document is a graph showing the
results on the questions--comparing the first class day
results with the actual results on the tests. A summary of
the results follows:
The questions were answered correctly at the following
success rate on the actual date of the tests:
Q4: 82%; Q5: 77%; Q6: 79%; Q7: 74%. Combining all 7
questions together, the questions were answered correctly
76% of the time, which met the target for success. The
success rate for questions 4 - 7 pertaining to this SLO #3 was
an even higher 78%. The students showed a considerable
increase in answering the questions correctly when
comparing the results on first day of class and the results on
the test days.
The one anomaly in the results is that an incredibly high
79% of the students were able to answer the Sartre
question on existentialism correctly on the first day, and on
the test day the correct answers slightly decreased to 77%.
This anomaly can be accounted for by the fact that 2 of the
weaker students did not attend the first day of class and
therefore did not answer the questions on the first day of
class.
(06/13/2017)
% of Success for this SLO:
01/10/2019
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Course SLOs

Assessment Method
Description

Results

Actions

Faculty Assessment Leader: Professor Randall Firestone
Faculty Contributing to Assessment:
Related Documents:
SLO Questions Contemporary Philosophy 2017.docx
SLO Contemporary Philosophy Data Chart.docx

01/10/2019
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