
Ethnic Studies 3 
The Chicano in Contemporary United States Society 
3units;3hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 
 
This course introduces the student to the complexity and diversity of contemporary Chicano society in the 
United States. The impact of American values in the socialization of Mexican Americans will be assessed with 
particular emphasis on political, economic, social, cultural and educational institutions. 

 

Course Objectives: 

1. Identify and describe the various theories utilized to interpret the status of contemporary Chicano society 
in the United States. 
2. Evaluate Chicano group diversity and its impact on cultural, and racial self-identity labels. 
3. Analyze the diverse components of the primary intellectual influences that shape modern Chicano and 
Mexican American behavior. 
4. Evaluate the "marginal man" concept and how it relates to the Mexican American experience in the 
United States.  
5. Identify and analyze the influence of the American Way of Life on traditional Chicano family and 
religious values in today's society. 
6. Discuss the changing characteristics of Mexican American families including marriage patterns, gender 
and extended family ties. 
7. Explain and discuss the various dimensions of feminism among Chicanas in the United States including 
the intellectual and cultural influences that shape this philosophy. 
8. Outline and assess the complexity of machismo and the varied perceptions held by Americans, 
Mexicans, Chicanos and Chicanas regarding its origins, purpose and role in culture. 
9. Identify and evaluate the importance historically of the American educational system in the de-
Mexicanization of cultural values among Chicano children enrolled in public schools.  
10. Analyze the factors that have contributed to the rise of gang behavior among Mexican American 
adolescents and describe the consequences to family and community life in the barrios of the Southwest.  
11. Discuss the importance and role of ethnic studies programs as a vehicle for college success among 
Chicano students since its establishment as a discipline during the Chicano civil rights movement.  
12. Identify and evaluate the consequences of political empowerment at local, state and national levels since 
the 1970s by Mexican Americans. 
13. Discuss the group's relations with immigrants and other minorities with emphasis on economic and 
political issues.  
14. Assess the economic disparity between barrio and non-barrio Chicanos and Mexican Americans and 
how this influences educational opportunities and health conditions among the group. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

SLO #1 Concepts of Race and Ethnicity Upon completion of Ethnic Studies 3, students will be able to develop and 
persuasively argue a thesis in a written assignment that applies interdisciplinary theoretical frameworks to analyze the 
socioeconomic and political factors that confront Chicanos(as) as they interact in American society. 

 
ADA Statement: Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to 
contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 



Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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