
History 108 (formerly History 9) 

United States History: The American Indian Experience 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

 

This course is a survey of the history of the United States with an emphasis on native peoples of North America. 

Topics include early American Indian societies, the impact of European contact, trade, and colonization as well 

as the impact of United States political, economic, and social policies on Native Americans. Emphasis is placed 

on the attempts of American Indians to protect their sovereignty and revitalize their societies. 

 

Note: This course meets the criteria of the CSU graduation requirement for United States History, Constitution, 

and American Ideals. 

 

Course Objectives: 

1. Describe the development of various types of societies from agricultural villages to complex 

communities using various American Indian societies as examples. 

2. Compare and contrast English, Spanish and French goals for colonization, the methods they used and 

the responses of American Indian societies. 

3. Analyze the origins of the Constitution and the political system and ideals of the United States and their 

impact on American Indian nations and tribes. 

4. Analyze the relationship between the development of slavery and the westward expansion of the United 

States with emphasis on its impact on American Indian societies. 

5. Examine the rise of the anti-slavery movement, the growth of tensions between anti-slavery and pro-

slavery advocates, and the Civil War in light of sectional differences that also affected American Indian 

societies. 

6. Analyze the development of modern American society involving industrializaiton, urbanization, 

immigration, and Americanization, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

7. Assess the impact of economic downturns and prosperity on American society, with special attention to 

American Indians in the late 19th century and 20th century. 

8. Analyze the growth of the United States as an international power in the late 19th century and the 20th 

century and its impact domestically. 

9. Analyze the goals and impacts of movements for political and civil rights in the late 19th through 20th 

centuries with particular interest on minority groups and American Indians. 

10. List and evaluate the goals and results of United States policies towards American Indians during 

the 19th and 20th centuries. 

11. Identify, describe and analyze current social, cultural and economic issues facing American Indians in 

the late 20th and early 21st centuries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of United States History: The American Indian Experience, 

students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies 

and explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in American Indians 

history and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as 

evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 

Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources 

Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

