Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences
DIVISION COUNCIL
Thursday, September 6, 2018
Members:

 Dean: Christina Gold
 Anthropology: Blair Gibson
 Childhood Education: Michelle Moen
 Economics: Minehiro Inouye
 History: Xocoyotzin Herrera
Human Development: Juli Soden

 Philosophy: Felipe Leon
 Political Science: David Reed
 Psychology: Angela Simon
 Sociology: Kassia Wosick
 BSS Counselor: Cheryl Kroll

Excused: Kassia Wosick

Unexcused: Minehiro Inouye

Enrollment, Cancellations, and Scheduling
• There are roughly the same number of sections scheduled for this Fall 2018 as there were last
year.
• We are building the Spring 2018 schedule, and we are planning roughly the same number of
sections as in 2017.
• This Fall 2018 there were 11 cancelations (5 in Anthropology, 1 in Economics, 2 in Ethnic Studies,
2 in History, and 1 in Philosophy). The Dean is working with Anthropology to consider possible
inactivations and strategies to support enrollment (such as linking a course or experimenting
with online offerings).
• Last year there were 5 dual enrollment classes taught in neighboring high schools, while this
year we have 11 classes.
• We are also growing the number of online classes. In Fall 2017, we taught 71 online classes, and
in Fall 2018 we have 86.
Holiday Party
• The committee unanimously decided to have a potluck and happy hour for our holiday
celebration, in lieu of a party at a restaurant.
• Several subcommittees of the committee may make visits to local restaurants and bars to make
sure we make a good decision on the happy hour location. Repeated scouting visits may be
necessary, and we should invite our department colleagues!
Fulltime Faculty Hires
• The committee reviewed the time line for faculty position requests and the faculty position
identification form.
• Last year, BSS requested growth positions for Psychology and Economics and a retirement
replacement for Sociology. We were given permission to hire in Economics and Sociology. Both
these searches failed. Neither found a suitable candidate.
• Since the Economics program review specifically asked not to hire a full-time faculty member,
we will not be submitting a position request for Economics.
• The committee reviewed the possible position requests for Fall 2019 hires. The Dean provided
rough, best estimates on the FT/PT ratios.
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The Psychology Dept. requested that we consider bringing forward a growth position in
Psychology.
The Dean will redo the Fall 2019 Possibilities list to include Psychology and will reissue the
ballots. The new list and ballots will be placed in Division Council member boxes. Ballots must
be turned in to Bev by Tuesday.

New BSS Building
• The user group helped create and edit a vision statement for the new building: “As the new
Behavioral and Social Sciences building will be centrally located in the heart of the campus, it is
an ideal position to engage our students—to be a place where students can feel welcomed while
also being challenged to learn about the ability of the behavioral and social sciences to effect
positive change.”
• The committee reviewed the summary of the survey and the input provided by the user group,
as well as the evolution in planning for the new building (see the attached Power Point slides).
• Faculty members in the division should give feedback to their department representative on the
user group or to the Dean directly. It is important that we provide all our feedback to the
architect now. At this stage, she is especially interested in getting feedback on the
Anthropology lab and the Teacher Resource Room. Our next user group meeting will be next
week and held in the Teacher Resource Room.
• The committee reviewed the draft of the space allocation and the initial floorplans (see attached
PowerPoint). After the building is complete, BSS will continue to schedule in nine classrooms in
the SOCS building.
Counselor’s Report

•

•
•

•

A recent email was sent to all faculty announcing the upcoming deadline for students to file for
ADTs. Students who earn an ADT will also receive a certificate in transfer studies. This is good
for students and good for the college since a portion of college funding will be based on
completion.
Counseling will be using a new, online reservation system.
AB 705 has changed the methods for placing students in English and Math classes. Student
transcripts and not placement tests primarily will be used for placement. This means many
more students will be placed in English 1A than in the past and will meet related prerequisites,
corequisites, and recommended preparations. Math placements will similarly be at college level
or one level below college level.
In the next two weeks, student events will be held for CSU transfer, UC transfer, and TAG. The
transfer fair is on Sept. 25th from 10-1:00. Flyers with specific dates and times for all these
events are posted near Cheryl’s office in ARTB.

Department Reports
Anthropology
• The Anthropology faculty are planning a variety of workshops and activities in conjunction
with their Dia de los Muertos event.
• Monica Smith from UCLA has been invited to speak about Ancient India.
Childhood Education
• The Child Development club is thriving. It won several awards last year, including the most
active club award and the most interesting event award.
• The CDEV faculty continue to succeed at winning grants, one of which pays mentor teachers
a small stipend to work with ECC CDEV students.
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History
• The history and ethnic studies faculty have welcomed several new adjunct faculty members
this fall. They are excited to have Dr. Miranda scheduled to teach History in the spring.
• The Student Equity Reenvisioned Program is offering four learning communities in the social
sciences.
• The history faculty are considering reviving the history club. Human Development
• HDEV is offering dual enrollment and linked classes and is seeking further ways to support
the college in its mission and initiatives.
• HDEV service learning projects are starting up soon.
Philosophy
• The Philosophy Club is starting up today.
• Our Philosophy faculty scholars are busy working on articles and books.
Political Science
• The Political Science club is up and running again.
• The Philosophy department will be holding an information session before the next election
and may be inviting the League of Women Voters to campus.
Sociology
• The Sociology department is offering a new class on sexuality for the first time this fall.
• The Sociology club is having its first meeting today.

Attachment: Meeting PowerPoint presentation

cc: D. Maloney
J. Shankweiler
BSS Counselors: C. Kroll and R. Miranda
Division Faculty and Staff
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