Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences
DIVISION COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, May 28, 2020
Members:

 Dean: Christina Gold
 Anthropology: Blair Gibson
 Childhood Education: Michelle Moen
 Economics: Minehiro Inouye
 History: Xocoyotzin Herrera
 Human Development: Yun Chu
 ASO: Faith Adams

 Philosophy: Felipe Leon
 Political Science: David Reed
 Psychology: Angela Simon
 Sociology: Melissa Fujiwara
 BSS Counselor: Cheryl Kroll
 Classified: Beverly Knapp
 ASO: Ana Ferreira Souto

Guests: Stacey Allen, Sharona Atkins, John Baranski, Nikki Barber, Dustin Black, Nancilyn Buruss,
Josh Casper, Griselda Castro, Yun Chu, Amanda Colbeck, Kristie Daniel-DiGregorio, Sue
Dowden, Michael Fradkin, Renee Galbavy, Jessie Garcia, Roberto Garcia, Barry Goldenberg,
Hong Hererra Thomas, Xocoyotzin Herrera, Laurie Houske, Sabine Huemer, Michael Huff,
Janice Jefferis, Sarah Leinen, Mark Marano, Eduardo Munoz, Rodolfo Otero, David Shever,
Orion Teal, Shanti Tharuvai, Selene Torres, Marianne Waters, Chanae Wami, and Michael
Wynne
I) Fall 2020
a. Campus Plan for Return
• The ECC Covid19 Task Force is developing a plan for faculty, staff and students to return to
campus. A date is not set for the return, but the campus is planning ahead to be prepared.
The plan is expected to be finished around July 1.
• Melissa Fujiwara (Sociology) serves on this task force.
b. Building Reopenings and Prioritization
• When the campus reopens, it will likely reopen building by building. Buildings with essential
functions that require people to be on campus will open first. Because BSS does not have
course or administrative responsibilities that require us to be on campus, it is likely that we
will be the last division to have its buildings reopen. Divisions with classes that require faceto-face instruction for accreditation or certification purposes (such as nursing and
cosmetology) will return first.
c. BSS Online and Hybrid Classes
• BSS fall 2020 online classes will remain online for the entire fall semester, regardless of
whether our buildings reopen.
• BSS hybrid classes have days and times for scheduled class meetings. Those meetings will
begin online and in all likelihood will continue online throughout the fall semester. Although

•

we had hoped that hybrid classes could return to campus, the large size of our classes means
we will not be able to return until social distancing is no longer required.
The announcement that our classes will stay online through fall is difficult news for some
instructors who are anxious to return to the classroom with their students. Other instructors
are relieved and feel safer with online instruction while the pandemic continues and the
threat of second wave looms. Unfortunately, we can’t predict when social distancing will end
and whether there will be a second wave.

II) Winter and Spring 2021
• The Dean is recommending that winter be scheduled online given the uncertainty about the
return to campus. There was no faculty feedback regarding this at the meeting, but she invited
input via email.
• It is very difficult to predict what will happen in Spring 2021. The Dean will, of course, take
direction from the campus administration, but her current plan is to build the spring schedule as
if we are returning to campus. This may change, and she will keep the division updated.
III) Information
a. Summer Session – Enrollment and Classes
• Summer enrollment is robust, and BSS was able to add 16 sections.
b. BSS Building Construction and User Group Meetings
• The demolition for the BSS building is continuing on schedule and is planned to be completed
in the summer. The construction schedule also remains on track.
• The User Group has been meeting this semester to discuss furniture arrangement and
selection.
• The Dean explained the User Group’s redesign for the layout of the faculty offices. The
faculty user group for the Arts Complex liked our design and will also be using this layout.
c. Online Teaching Certification – SPOCK
• SPOCK, the online teaching certification course, is a self-paced course that faculty may enroll
in and take at any time, including during the summer. This certification method is a
temporary measure in response to the pandemic.
• For fall 2020, certification for online instruction cannot be required, so BSS faculty were
given the option of transitioning their face-to-face classes to hybrid (no certification
required and scheduled meeting times) or online (certification required and no synchronous
meeting time). All faculty who selected to have their classes offered online are already
certified, are in the process of completing SPOCK, or have signed up for SPOCK with the
intention of completing it over the summer.
d. Faculty Campus Visits - June 8-10
• The Dean will be scheduling faculty visits to campus for June 8-10 to pick up and drop off
materials from their offices. All employees visiting campus must have the approval of their
supervisor and must contact campus police when they arrive and leave.
• Please watch for an email re: campus visits and let the Dean know when you would like to
visit.
e. Program Review – 1 year extension

A one year extension has been granted to fall 2020 program reviews, including Anthropology,
Ethnic and Social Justice Studies, Political Science and Sociology.
f. Spring Grades
• At the time of this meeting, there was no extension granted on the due dates for grades
[NOTE: After this meeting was held, the due date for spring grades was extended to June
22.]
g. Commencement Ceremony
• The 2020 ECC Commencement Ceremony will be held virtually. Students commencing this
year will also be invited to attend the in person ceremony in 2021.
• Faculty who are required to attend this year will be contacted by the Academic Affairs office
to send in a photo and quote to be included on a slide for the ceremony on June 112h.
h. The Budget and Budget Cuts
• There is great uncertainty about the California state finances and budget. Predictions are
generally dire given the very high level of unemployment and the severe financial impact of
measures taken to prevent the spread of Covid19. The state budget will be finalized at the
end of the summer, much later than usual. Consequently, our ECC budget is also uncertain.
• The Planning and Budgeting Committee is working on a plan to ensure that future budget
cuts will be coordinated in a way to preserve functions that are most essential to the
achievement of the ECC mission.
• The classified staff union has completed its negotiations and are not receiving a raise, but the
college will help absorb the cost of future increases to health insurance costs. Furthermore,
the classified staff union is negotiating an MOU to express a preference for furloughs (a
reduction in working days for everyone) over layoffs in the event a choice needs to be made.
•

IV) Reports
a. SLOs – Eduardo Munoz
• Our BSS SLO Facilitator, Eduardo Munoz, gave congratulations to the division on its 100%
completion rate for fall 2019 SLO and PLO assessments. This is a remarkable achievement
during a pandemic!
• Further cause for patting ourselves on the back is that we are still assessing 96% of the SLOs
that were scheduled for spring 2020, despite our movement to remote teaching. These
assessments will be due around the third week of the fall semester.
• Thanks to the BSS faculty who are participating in the campus-wide ILO assessment.
b. Academic Senate – John Baranski
• Our BSS Academic Senate (AS) representative and reporter, John Baranski, reported that the
AS has continued with its usual policy updates. Notably there is a proposal to add a policy
regarding honorary degrees. The AS will need to approve recipients of these degrees.
• The AS reviewed a proposed block schedule that maximizes classroom space usage and
reduces scheduling conflicts for students. The proposed schedule is included in the April 21
AS minutes and you can email him with feedback.
c. ECCFT – John Baranski and Josh Casper
• John Baranski reported that the ECCFT negotiations are not going well. The District has
been saying no to everything regarding salary and working conditions. ECC faculty salaries

are 25-30% below its peers if you add in the cost of health benefits. The union is now
requesting faculty receive the 3.26% COLA that the college received this year.
• Josh Casper reported that the ECCFT is negotiating an MOU for summer and fall regarding
safety and possible monetary compensation for transitioning to remote instruction. Money
received from the federal CARE program would cover the cost. If you want to be on the
ECCFT listserv, please send your personal email to Josh
d. Curriculum – Beverly Knapp
• Our division has completed a large amount of curricular review, including the renumbering
of Psychology and Economics.
• The list of curriculum reviewed is contained in the meeting PowerPoint and will be posted
online.
e. ASO – Faith Adams and Ana Ferreira Souto
• Despite its movement into the virtual realm, the ASO and ICC have continued to conduct
business and offer events for students, such as the ECC Trivia Night, a sustainability
challenge with prizes, and participation in the events of PRIDE week. They are planning a
“Shark Tank” for the fall semester, which involves teams of advisors and students who
create inventions and compete for prizes.
• The Dean thanked Faith and Ana for their exceptional services as BSS ASO representatives.
f. Announcements
• Stacey Allen, the AS VP of Faculty Development, announced that Fall Professional
Development Day will be held virtually and the theme will be best practices for online
teaching and learning. In lieu of the usual afternoon break out sessions, there will be
opportunities for professional development over the summer that will support faculty in the
development of their online classes for fall.
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