
Ethnic Studies 5 
Chicano Culture 
3units;3hours lecture  
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 
 
This course is an interdisciplinary study of Chicano culture in the United States. Emphasis is placed on the 
historical roots and development of the cultural contributions of Chicanos to American society in the arts, 
literature, language, music and other expressions of contemporary popular culture. Analysis of the central 
components of Chicano cultural values, norms and customs will also be assessed. 

Course Objectives: 

1.Identify and describe the major components that comprise a culture. 

2.Explain and assess the major historical factors that have contributed to the formation of Chicano culture and 
the impact of American values on it in recent times. 

3.Analyze the various aspects that comprise the Chicano linguistic tradition in historical and regional terms. 

4.Identify and evaluate the private and public domains of language. 

5.Assess the influence of Pre-Columbian and Spanish belief systems on Chicano religious traditions and 
customs. 

6.Describe and examine the influence of cultural values and beliefs on the Chicano family structure including 
role playing and gender roles. 

7.Describe and differentiate the various forms of musical expressions in Chicano culture including Mexican and 
American influences. 

8.Compare and contrast various forms of artistic expressions that have emerged over the centuries to influence 
and shape contemporary Chicano art. 

9.Analyze and explain the role and place of Chicanos in cinema and how stereotypes have defined the types of 
production available to Chicanos and Chicanas in Hollywood films. 

10.Explain the influence of the Chicano Movement on the emergence of a Chicano Theater genre. 

11.Identify and evaluate the major literary themes and contributors to contemporary Chicano literature. 

12.Describe and evaluate the importance of food as a form of cultural identification in the Chicano experience. 

13.Evaluate how the Chicano cultural renaissance has shaped contemporary Chicano society and influenced 
some aspects of mainstream culture. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

SLO#1 Upon completion of Chicano Culture, students will be able to describe the elements that make up a 
culture and how they apply to the Chicano cultural experience, making use of appropriate terminology and 
theoretical frameworks. 



SLO#2 Upon completion of Chicano Culture, students will be able to identify, critically examine and interpret 
components and expressions of Chicano culture found in language, values and belief systems, customs and 
rituals and the arts. 

SLO#3 Upon completion of Chicano Culture, students will be able to explain and analyze the major historical 
factors that have contributed to the formation of Chicano culture. 
ADA Statement: Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to 
contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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