
History 154 (formerly History 19) 
A History of Mexico 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer, CSU, UC 
 

This course surveys the political, social, cultural, and economic history of Mexico from Pre-Columbian times to 
the present. Discussion of major epochs of Mexican history will focus on the influence of various cultural 
groups in shaping modern Mexico. 
 
Course objectives: 

1. Identify the role of geography in Mexican history.  

2. Describe and assess the cultural contributions of various pre-Columbian civilizations of Mexico.  

3. Evaluate Spain's impact on Mexican historical development.  

4. Analyze the Spanish colonial period in economic, political, religious and social terms.  

5. Identify and discuss the causes of the Mexican Independence movement against Spanish rule including 

major participants and events.  

6. Assess the economic and political challenges faced by Mexico during early nationhood.  

7. Evaluate Mexican foreign diplomatic relations during the nineteenth century with an emphasis on the role of 

the United States.  

8. Discuss and determine the complex philosophies and politics of the Age of the Reform.  

9. Analyze the economic, political, and social characteristics of the age of Porfirio Diaz.  

10. Analyze the causes, effects, and aftermath of the Mexican Revolution of 1910.  

11. Identify and evaluate the major political issues of Modern Mexico from 1910 to the present.  

12. Compare and contrast Indian and European cultural contributions in shaping Mexican identity. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  
1. Given primary and/or secondary source(s) pertaining to a significant aspect of economic, political, 

social or cultural patterns in the history of Mexico, students will develop and persuasively argue an 
historical thesis in a written or oral assignment that effectively uses the sources as evidence. 

2. Given a primary or secondary source relating to the history of Mexico, students will accurately identify 
the source and then apply appropriate historical methods to explain what the source reveals about its 
historical context. 
 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 

the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resources Center. 

 


