
Philosophy 103 
Ethics and Society 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
This course offers a critical study of the ethical theories and their application to problems of modern society. 
Ethical issues in government and law, social institutions, the arts, and international relations will be 
emphasized. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. 1.Analyze and apply various sources of moral standards to specific moral problems 

2.Explain the difficulties of basing moral standards on supernaturalism, utility, reason, or egoism.  

3.Determine whether moral values are relative to culture or universally applicable. 

4.Analyze the concept of justice and determine whether it is defined by the laws of society or if justice is 
established by universal standards. 

5.Distinguish teleological from deontological ethical theories by applying them to current issues in the media.  

6.Compare the solutions to contemporary moral dilemmas resulting from the application of a teleological 
(consequentialist) versus a deontological (formalism) approach in areas such as euthanasia and physician 
assisted suicide.  

7.Evaluate ethical theories that either preclude or allow for free choice such as psychological Hedonism and 
ethics based on supernaturalism.  

8.Differentiate varying notions of freedom and their impact on moral responsibility.  

9.Discuss the relationship between ethical theory and metaphysics.  

10.Examine the relationships among the concepts of freedom, responsibility, and theories of punishment.  

11.Describe the different forms of Hedonism and relate them to contemporary moral problems.  

12.Trace the development of ethical theory, from the Greeks to contemporary moral theory, and apply these 
theories to various contemporary moral dilemmas. 

13.Differentiate among various metaethical theories.  

Student Learning Outcomes: 

SLO#1 Primary Moral Theories- Students will be able to identify the primary moral theories, including 
Kantian duty ethics, Utilitarianism, and Virtue Ethics, distinguish the primary difference between the theories, 
and evaluate the strengths and weakness of each theory.  
 
SLO#2 Moral Theories- Students will be able to apply moral theories, including those of Utilitarianism, 
Kantian duty ethics, and Virtue Ethics to contemporary moral issues. 
 
SLO#3 Arguing Contemporary Moral Issues- Students will be able to critically evaluate facts and arguments 
of both sides of contemporary moral issues. 



 
 
ADA Statement: Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to 
contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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